history of menlo park

The Fascinating History of Menlo Park: From Early Settlement to Innovation Hub

History of Menlo Park is a captivating tale that traces the transformation of a modest area in California into a
vibrant city known for its innovation, culture, and community spirit. Nestled in the heart of Silicon Valley,
Menlo Park is often associated with modern technology giants and startups, but its roots run deep, offering
rich stories from Native American times through Spanish colonization, to becoming a pivotal point in
America’s technological revolution. Let’s embark on a journey through the history of Menlo Park,

uncovering the layers that have shaped this unique city.

The Early Beginnings: Native American and Spanish Influence

Before European settlers arrived, the land that is now Menlo Park was home to the Ohlone people, a
Native American group that thrived along the San Francisco Peninsula for thousands of years. The Ohlone
lived in harmony with the natural environment, utilizing the abundant resources from the bay and forests

for fishing, hunting, and gathering.

With the arrival of Spanish explorers in the late 18th century, the region experienced significant changes.
Spanish missions were established across California, including Mission San Francisco de Asis (also known as
Mission Dolores) nearby. These missions aimed to convert the indigenous people to Christianity and
introduce European agricultural practices. While the Spanish influence left an indelible mark on the

culture and land use, it also disrupted the lives of the native Ohlone communities.

Menlo Park’s Name and Early Land Grants

The name "Menlo Park" originates from Menlo, a village in County Galway, Ireland. In the 1850s, two
Irish immigrants, Dennis J. Oliver and D.C. McGlynn, purchased land in the area and named their ranch
“Menlo Park” after their hometown. This marked the beginning of the area’s transformation from rural

farmland to a budding community.

During this period, land grants under Mexican rule were being subdivided, and settlers started to cultivate
orchards and vineyards, laying the groundwork for Menlo Park’s agricultural heritage. The proximity to
San Francisco made it an attractive spot for those seeking a quieter life yet within reach of the bustling

city.



Menlo Park in the 19th Century: Growth and Development

As California grew rapidly following the Gold Rush, Menlo Park began to develop its identity more
distinctly. The arrival of the railroads in the late 1800s was a game-changer, connecting Menlo Park to San
Francisco and other parts of the Bay Area. This accessibility spurred residential growth and commercial

activity.

The Role of the Railroad

The Southern Pacific Railroad established a station in Menlo Park, which became a vital stop on the
Peninsula. This not only facilitated the movement of people but also helped local farmers transport their
produce to markets efficiently. The railroad station became a community hub, encouraging the construction

of homes, schools, and businesses.

Educational and Cultural Foundations

During this time, Menlo Park also laid down important educational roots. The establishment of schools and
community organizations fostered a sense of identity and belonging among residents. Local churches and
civic groups contributed to shaping the social fabric, making Menlo Park a close-knit community with a

growing population.

Thomas Edison’s Menlo Park Laboratory: A Turning Point

One of the most significant chapters in the history of Menlo Park is undoubtedly the arrival of Thomas
Edison and his invention laboratory in the late 19th century. Though often associated with Menlo Park,

New Jersey, Edison’s California laboratory marked a crucial expansion of his work.

The Innovation Legacy

In the 1870s, Edison established his Menlo Park research facility, where some of the most groundbreaking
inventions of the era were developed, including improvements to the incandescent light bulb, phonograph,
and early motion picture devices. This lab became a symbol of innovation and creativity, inspiring future

generations and cementing Menlo Park’s association with technological advancement.



Impact on the Local Community

Edison’s presence attracted scientists, engineers, and entrepreneurs to the area, gradually transforming
Menlo Park from a quiet agricultural town into a hub of innovation. The spirit of invention laid the
groundwork for the region’s later emergence as a center of technology and research, which continues to

this day in the nearby Silicon Valley.

20th Century Expansion: From Suburb to Silicon Valley

The 20th century brought rapid growth and change to Menlo Park. Post-World War II suburbanization
transformed the landscape with new housing developments, schools, and commercial centers. The city
evolved to accommodate a growing population drawn by employment opportunities in nearby cities and

the burgeoning tech industry.

Emergence of Technology and Academia

The proximity of Menlo Park to Stanford University and other research institutions played a pivotal role in
shaping its future. Stanford’s emphasis on science and engineering attracted talent and investment, leading

to the rise of numerous technology companies.

Menlo Park itself became home to many venture capital firms and startups, leveraging its strategic location
in the Bay Area. This laid the foundation for the city’s identity as a key player in the innovation

ecosystem.

Community Growth and Urban Development

Alongside technological progress, Menlo Park invested in community infrastructure. Parks, libraries, and
cultural venues were developed to enhance residents’ quality of life. Efforts to preserve the city’s natural

beauty and historic sites helped maintain a balance between growth and heritage.

Modern Menlo Park: A Blend of Heritage and Innovation

Today, Menlo Park is celebrated for its unique combination of historical significance and modern
dynamism. The city embraces its roots while fostering an environment conducive to cutting-edge

technology and sustainable living.



Preserving Historical Landmarks

Efforts to protect historic buildings and landmarks ensure that the story of Menlo Park’s past remains
visible. Places like the Burgess Park and Menlo Park Civic Center serve as reminders of the city’s journey

over the centuries.

Continuing the Innovation Tradition

Menlo Park remains at the forefront of technological development, hosting headquarters of major
companies and serving as a launchpad for innovative ideas. The city’s culture encourages entrepreneurship

and collaboration, echoing the inventive spirit established during Edison’s era.

Insights on Exploring Menlo Park’s History

If you’re interested in delving deeper into the history of Menlo Park, there are several ways to immerse

yourself in its rich heritage:

¢ Visit Local Museums and Historical Societies: The Menlo Park Historical Association offers exhibits

and archives that showcase the city’s evolution.

o Explore Historic Districts: Walking tours of neighborhoods with preserved Victorian homes and early

20th-century architecture provide a tangible connection to the past.

¢ Attend Community Events: Festivals and lectures often highlight aspects of Menlo Park’s history

and culture, perfect for history buffs and casual visitors alike.

¢ Research Online Resources: Digital archives and local libraries have extensive collections of

photographs, documents, and oral histories.

Understanding the history of Menlo Park enriches the experience of living in or visiting this remarkable
city. It reveals how the past and present intertwine to create a place that honors tradition while looking
boldly toward the future. Whether you’re fascinated by early Californian history, the legacy of innovation,

or community development, Menlo Park offers a story worth exploring.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical significance of Menlo Park, New Jersey?

Menlo Park, New Jersey, is historically significant as the site of Thomas Edison's famous research laboratory
where he invented the practical incandescent light bulb and many other important devices in the late 19th

century.

When was Menlo Park established as a community?

Menlo Park was established as a community in the mid-19th century, gaining prominence primarily due

to Thomas Edison's research activities starting in 1876.

Why is Menlo Park often called the 'Birthplace of Invention'?

Menlo Park is called the 'Birthplace of Invention' because it was the location of Thomas Edison's research
laboratory where he developed groundbreaking inventions such as the phonograph, the incandescent light

bulb, and improvements to the telegraph.

‘What role did Thomas Edison play in the history of Menlo Park?

Thomas Edison played a central role in Menlo Park's history by establishing his research lab there, turning

the area into a hub of technological innovation and invention during the late 1800s.

Are there any historical landmarks in Menlo Park related to its invention
history?

Yes, the Thomas Edison National Historical Park in Menlo Park preserves Edison's laboratory and
residence, serving as a landmark and museum dedicated to his work and the history of innovation in the

area.

How did Menlo Park's invention history impact American industry?

The inventions and innovations developed in Menlo Park by Edison and his team significantly advanced
American industry by introducing new technologies such as electric lighting and sound recording, which

transformed everyday life and industrial processes.

Additional Resources

**Tracing the History of Menlo Park: From Early Settlement to Innovation Hub**



history of menlo park reveals a fascinating evolution from a quiet, rural settlement to a pivotal center of
technological innovation and cultural development. Situated in the heart of California’s San Francisco
Peninsula, Menlo Park has played a critical role in shaping both regional growth and broader American
history. Analyzing the town’s transformation offers insights into urban development, industrial progress,

and community identity over the past centuries.

Origins and Early Settlement

Menlo Park’s history begins in the mid-19th century when the area was predominantly inhabited by the
Ohlone people. The arrival of Spanish missionaries and later American settlers significantly altered the
landscape and demographics. Originally part of large Mexican land grants, the region that would become

Menlo Park was largely agricultural, with ranching and farming as the primary economic activities.

The name "Menlo Park" itself is believed to have been inspired by Menlo Castle in Ireland, reflecting the
Irish heritage of some early settlers. In 1854, two Irish immigrants, Dennis J. Oliver and D.C. McGlynn,
purchased land in the area and named their property "Menlo Park," a moniker that stuck as the community

grew.

Railroad Expansion and Urban Development

A major catalyst in Menlo Park’s development was the arrival of the railroad. The Southern Pacific
Railroad extended its lines through the region in the late 19th century, connecting Menlo Park to San
Francisco and other burgeoning cities. This infrastructure advancement accelerated residential growth and

commerce, transforming the area into a desirable destination for middle-class families and entrepreneurs.

The railroad also facilitated the establishment of Menlo Park as a commuter town, allowing residents to
work in San Francisco while enjoying a suburban lifestyle. This trend mirrored broader patterns seen in
American cities during the industrial era, where transportation networks shaped urban sprawl and

economic opportunities.

Menlo Park and the Edison Legacy

One of the most defining chapters in the history of Menlo Park is its association with Thomas Edison,
whose Menlo Park laboratory became synonymous with innovation. In 1876, Edison relocated his research

facility to Menlo Park, seeking a site conducive to experimentation and invention.



The First Industrial Research Lab

Edison’s Menlo Park laboratory is often credited as the world’s first industrial research laboratory. Unlike
previous inventors who worked in isolation, Edison assembled teams of specialists to systematically develop
new technologies. This approach revolutionized the process of invention and contributed to a wave of

technological breakthroughs.

Some of Edison’s most notable inventions—such as the incandescent light bulb, the phonograph, and
improvements in telegraphy—were developed or refined at Menlo Park. The laboratory’s success
cemented the town’s reputation as a cradle of innovation and attracted attention from both the scientific

community and the public.

Impact on Local and National Economy

The presence of Edison’s laboratory had tangible economic implications. It created jobs, stimulated local
businesses, and positioned Menlo Park as a hub of high-tech development long before Silicon Valley’s rise.
Additionally, the laboratory’s achievements underscored the potential of private-sector research and

development, influencing industrial policies nationwide.

Menlo Park in the 20th Century: Growth and Modernization

As the 20th century progressed, Menlo Park underwent significant changes driven by suburban expansion,
demographic shifts, and evolving economic patterns. The post-World War II era was particularly

transformative, as returning veterans and the baby boom fueled demand for housing and infrastructure.

Residential and Commercial Expansion

Menlo Park’s population grew steadily throughout the 1900s, with new neighborhoods, schools, and
commercial centers emerging to accommodate residents. The city balanced preserving its historical
character with embracing modernization, evident in its mix of Victorian homes and contemporary

developments.

The expansion of automobile ownership also shaped Menlo Park’s urban form. Roads and highways
improved connectivity, but also introduced challenges such as traffic congestion and environmental

concerns. Urban planners faced the task of managing growth while maintaining community values.



Emergence as a Technology Corridor

By the latter half of the 20th century, Menlo Park became part of the Silicon Valley ecosystem. Its
proximity to Stanford University and other research institutions attracted technology firms and venture
capitalists. Notably, Menlo Park is home to several influential companies and organizations that have driven

global technological advancement.
The city’s evolution into a technology corridor brought both opportunities and challenges. Economic

prosperity increased, but so did housing prices and social stratification. These dynamics reflect wider trends

in high-tech hubs across the United States.

Cultural and Social Dimensions

Beyond its economic and technological significance, the history of Menlo Park is enriched by its cultural
and social fabric. Community initiatives, educational institutions, and public spaces have played vital roles in

shaping local identity.

Education and Community Engagement

Menlo Park boasts a number of well-regarded schools and public programs that have fostered civic pride
and inclusivity. Efforts to preserve historical landmarks alongside promoting arts and culture have helped

maintain a balanced community atmosphere.

Environmental Stewardship

Given its location near the San Francisco Bay and natural preserves, Menlo Park has increasingly
prioritized environmental sustainability. City policies and citizen activism have aimed to protect open

spaces and promote green urban development, reflecting contemporary values and concerns.

Key Takeaways on Menlo Park’s Historical Trajectory

e From rural roots to suburban community: Menlo Park evolved from agricultural land to a residential

suburb facilitated by transportation innovations.



e Thomas Edison’s transformative presence: The Menlo Park laboratory pioneered industrial research

and left an enduring legacy.

¢ Integration into Silicon Valley: The city adapted to technological shifts, becoming a significant player
in the high-tech economy.

¢ Balancing growth and preservation: Menlo Park’s history reflects ongoing efforts to manage

development while honoring cultural heritage and environmental concerns.

Exploring the history of Menlo Park offers a window into broader American narratives of innovation,
urbanization, and community evolution. Its journey from a modest town to a technological powerhouse
underscores the complex interplay between geography, industry, and society that defines many modern

cities.

History Of Menlo Park

Find other PDF articles:
https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-086/Book?dataid=N]e93-0069&title=journey-to-the-end-of-night.pdf

history of menlo park: A P/u* History of Menlo Park Martha B. Hopkins, 1975

history of menlo park: 4,000 Years of Menlo Park History, Tucson AZ Greg Smith, 2021-10-30
History of Menlo Park neighborhood in Tucson AZ

history of menlo park: Edison Edmund Morris, 2019-10-22 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER -
From Pulitzer Prize-winning author Edmund Morris comes a revelatory new biography of Thomas
Alva Edison, the most prolific genius in American history. NAMED ONE OF THE BEST BOOKS OF
THE YEAR BY Time ¢ Publishers Weekly ¢ Kirkus Reviews Although Thomas Alva Edison was the
most famous American of his time, and remains an international name today, he is mostly
remembered only for the gift of universal electric light. His invention of the first practical
incandescent lamp 140 years ago so dazzled the world—already reeling from his invention of the
phonograph and dozens of other revolutionary devices—that it cast a shadow over his later
achievements. In all, this near-deaf genius (“I haven’t heard a bird sing since I was twelve years
old”) patented 1,093 inventions, not including others, such as the X-ray fluoroscope, that he left
unlicensed for the benefit of medicine. One of the achievements of this staggering new biography,
the first major life of Edison in more than twenty years, is that it portrays the unknown Edison—the
philosopher, the futurist, the chemist, the botanist, the wartime defense adviser, the founder of
nearly 250 companies—as fully as it deconstructs the Edison of mythological memory. Edmund
Morris, winner of the Pulitzer Prize and the National Book Award, brings to the task all the
interpretive acuity and literary elegance that distinguished his previous biographies of Theodore
Roosevelt, Ronald Reagan, and Ludwig van Beethoven. A trained musician, Morris is especially well
equipped to recount Edison’s fifty-year obsession with recording technology and his pioneering
advances in the synchronization of movies and sound. Morris sweeps aside conspiratorial theories
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positing an enmity between Edison and Nikola Tesla and presents proof of their mutually admiring,
if wary, relationship. Enlightened by seven years of research among the five million pages of original
documents preserved in Edison’s huge laboratory at West Orange, New Jersey, and privileged access
to family papers still held in trust, Morris is also able to bring his subject to life on the page—the
adored yet autocratic and often neglectful husband of two wives and father of six children. If the
great man who emerges from it is less a sentimental hero than an overwhelming force of nature,
driven onward by compulsive creativity, then Edison is at last getting his biographical due.
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history of menlo park: Industrialization and Political Activism: 1861 to 1899 Elizabeth Purdy,
2020-02-01 Written in engaging and accessible prose by experts in the field, this reference
introduces readers to the hidden history of women in America from 1861 to 1899, bringing their
achievements to light and helping them gain the recognition they deserve. Chapters include: Arts
and Literature Business Education Entertainment Family Health Politics Science and Medicine
Society.
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history of menlo park: Carleton Watkins Carleton E. Watkins, Weston J. Naef, Christine
Hult-Lewis, 2011 Sumario: Becoming a professional picture maker / Christine Hult-Lews -- The great
Yosemite Valley and related pictures / Weston Naef -- San Francisco / Jack von Euw -- The Pacific
Coast / Weston Naef -- South, East, and North of San Francisco Bay / Christine Hult-Lewis and
Weston Naef -- The California Missions project / Jennifer A. Watts -- Picturing the topographical
landscape / Weston Naef -- Railroads and agriculture / Jennifer A. Watts -- Mining pictures /
Christine Hult-Lewis -- Pictureing other subjects / Weston Naef -- Appendix A: The Isaiah W. Taber
Inventory / Weston Naef and Christine Hult-Lewis -- Appendix B: Watkins signatures and imprints /
Weston Naef with Michael Hargraves.

history of menlo park: Schools of Fiction Morgan Day Frank, 2023-01-09 Throughout
history, American literature has provided an escape from the classroom; yet authors like Twain,
Melville, and Ellison remain key figures in high school and college curricula. This book offers an
account of this paradox, examining the contentious but ultimately generative relationship between
literary and scholastic culture in the US.

history of menlo park: History's Moments Revealed Charles Harrell, Rhonda Harrell,
2006-08 Have you ever imagined Woodrow Wilson's thoughts as he declared war on Germany in
1917? Did you ever wonder what raced through John Marshall's mind when he conducted the first
peaceful transition of political power in history? History's Moments Revealed: American Historical
Tableaus, Teacher's Edition brings back the long-forgotten art of tableaus. Popular entertainment
during the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries, tableaus feature several people who stand,
motionless, in a particular scene from history, while a narrator describes their thoughts, feelings,
and emotions. The tableaus included in History's Moments Revealed entice audiences to become
emotionally involved in a frozen moment of time that significantly defines the American character.
This anthology of thirty dramas provides a wide range of snapshots from the least to the most
famous characters from U.S. history. Elementary through high school history classes can perform
these thought-provoking and insightful scenes to help generate meaningful discussions that will
facilitate deeper understanding. Teachers can also use the historical notes and supplementary
materials included for each tableau to challenge their students to embark on further research. With
this innovative technique, you'll be able to broaden your students' knowledge of American history
and have fun at the same time!

history of menlo park: The Hill Horace Annesley Vachell, 1913

history of menlo park: Explaining Human Origins Wiktor Stoczkowski, 2002-06-20 Wiktor
Stoczkowski, a palaeo-anthropologist, argues that the theories of human origins developed by



archaeologists and physical anthropologists from the early nineteenth century to the present day are
structurally similar to Western folk theories, and to the speculations of earlier philosophers.
Reviewing a remarkable range of thinkers writing in a variety of European languages, he makes a
convincing argument for this case. Even though the book criticises the lack of development in
theories of human origins, its conclusion is optimistic about the power of the scientific approach to
deliver more reliable theories - but only if the influences of popular discourse on its thinking are
properly identified.

history of menlo park: Anna Howard Shaw Trisha Franzen, 2014-03-15 With this first
scholarly biography of Anna Howard Shaw (1847-1919), Trisha Franzen sheds new light on an
important woman suffrage leader who has too often been overlooked and misunderstood. An
immigrant from a poor family, Shaw grew up in an economic reality that encouraged the adoption of
non-traditional gender roles. Challenging traditional gender boundaries throughout her life, she put
herself through college, worked as an ordained minister and a doctor, and built a tightly-knit family
with her secretary and longtime companion Lucy E. Anthony. Drawing on unprecedented research,
Franzen shows how these circumstances and choices both impacted Shaw's role in the woman
suffrage movement and set her apart from her native-born, middle- and upper-class colleagues.
Franzen also rehabilitates Shaw's years as president of the National American Woman Suffrage
Association, arguing that Shaw's much-belittled tenure actually marked a renaissance of both
NAWSA and the suffrage movement as a whole. Anna Howard Shaw: The Work of Woman Suffrage
presents a clear and compelling portrait of a woman whose significance has too long been
misinterpreted and misunderstood.

history of menlo park: Encyclopedia of Language and Linguistics , 2005-11-24 The first edition
of ELL (1993, Ron Asher, Editor) was hailed as the field's standard reference work for a generation.
Now the all-new second edition matches ELL's comprehensiveness and high quality, expanded for a
new generation, while being the first encyclopedia to really exploit the multimedia potential of
linguistics. * The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and international reference source
in its field * An entirely new work, with new editors, new authors, new topics and newly
commissioned articles with a handful of classic articles * The first Encyclopedia to exploit the
multimedia potential of linguistics through the online edition * Ground-breaking and International in
scope and approach * Alphabetically arranged with extensive cross-referencing * Available in print
and online, priced separately. The online version will include updates as subjects develop ELL2
includes: * ¢. 7,500,000 words * c. 11,000 pages * c. 3,000 articles * c. 1,500 figures: 130 halftones
and 150 colour * Supplementary audio, video and text files online * c. 3,500 glossary definitions * c.
39,000 references * Extensive list of commonly used abbreviations * List of languages of the world
(including information on no. of speakers, language family, etc.) * Approximately 700 biographical
entries (now includes contemporary linguists) * 200 language maps in print and online Also available
online via ScienceDirect - featuring extensive browsing, searching, and internal cross-referencing
between articles in the work, plus dynamic linking to journal articles and abstract databases, making
navigation flexible and easy. For more information, pricing options and availability visit
www.info.sciencedirect.com. The first Encyclopedia to exploit the multimedia potential of linguistics
Ground-breaking in scope - wider than any predecessor An invaluable resource for researchers,
academics, students and professionals in the fields of: linguistics, anthropology, education,
psychology, language acquisition, language pathology, cognitive science, sociology, the law, the
media, medicine & computer science. The most authoritative, up-to-date, comprehensive, and
international reference source in its field

history of menlo park: The Religious World of Antislavery Women Anna M. Speicher,
2000-02-01 Nineteenth-century women reformers such as the radical abolitionists have frequently
been seen as having abandoned the constraints of religion in order to pursue their personal and
political goals. The subjects of this book - Angelina Grimke, Sarah Grimke, Sallie Holley, Abby
Kelley, and Lucretia Mott - did indeed reject what they found to be the repressive features of the
Christianity of their day. Their religiosity, however, remained fundamental to their world view. In



this book, Anna M. Speicher explores the dimentions of this evolving faith, which was critical in
shaping their decisions and actions throughout their lives.

history of menlo park: First Martyr of Liberty Mitch Kachun, 2017-06-20 First Martyr of
Liberty explores how Crispus Attucks's death in the 1770 Boston Massacre led to his achieving
mythic significance in African Americans' struggle to incorporate their experiences and heroes into
the mainstream of the American historical narrative. While the other victims of the Massacre have
been largely ignored, Attucks is widely celebrated as the first to die in the cause of freedom during
the era of the American Revolution. He became a symbolic embodiment of black patriotism and
citizenship. This book traces Attucks's career through both history and myth to understand how his
public memory has been constructed through commemorations and monuments; institutions and
organizations bearing his name; juvenile biographies; works of poetry, drama, and visual arts;
popular and academic histories; and school textbooks. There will likely never be a definitive
biography of Crispus Attucks since so little evidence exists about the man's actual life. While what
can and cannot be known about Attucks is addressed here, the focus is on how he has been
remembered--variously as either a hero or a villain--and why at times he has been forgotten by
different groups and individuals from the eighteenth century to the present day.

history of menlo park: Physical Culture and the Body Beautiful Jan Todd, 1998 Todd
(kinesiology and health education, U. of Texas, Austin) discusses the diverse spectrum of women's
exercise in the antebellum era-- especially exercise systems related to an ideal of womanhood--and
the ways that purposive training influenced American women physically, intellectually, and
emotionally. She also considers the contributions of several physical education figures: Sarah Pierce,
Mary Lyon, William Bentley Fowle, Catherine Beecher, David P. Butler, Dio Lewis, and the
phrenologist Orson S. Fowler. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR.

history of menlo park: The Polygamy Question Janet Bennion, Lisa Fishbayn Joffe, 2016-03-01
The practice of polygamy occupies a unique place in North American history and has had a profound
effect on its legal and social development. The Polygamy Question explores the ways in which
indigenous and immigrant polygamy have shaped the lives of individuals, communities, and the
broader societies that have engaged with it. The book also considers how polygamy challenges our
traditional notions of gender and marriage and how it might be effectively regulated to comport with
contemporary notions of justice. The contributors to this volume—scholars of law, anthropology,
sociology, political science, economics, and religious studies—disentangle diverse forms of polygamy
and polyamory practiced among a range of religious and national backgrounds including Mormon
and Muslim. They chart the harms and benefits these models have on practicing women, children,
and men, whether they are independent families or members of coherent religious groups.
Contributors also address the complexities of evaluating this form of marriage and the ethical and
legal issues surrounding regulation of the practice, including the pros and cons of legalization.
Plural marriage is the next frontier of North American marriage law and possibly the next civil rights
battlefield. Students and scholars interested in polygamy, marriage, and family will find much of
interest in The Polygamy Question. Contributors include Kerry Abrams, Martha Bailey, Lori Beaman,
Janet Bennion, Jonathan Cowden, Shoshana Grossbard, Melanie Heath, Debra Majeed, Rose
McDermott, Sarah Song, and Maura Irene Strassberg.
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