dog in lakota language

Dog in Lakota Language: Exploring the Cultural and Linguistic Significance

dog in lakota language carries with it more than just a translation of a common animal’s name—it
opens a window into the rich cultural heritage and linguistic nuances of the Lakota people.
Understanding how the Lakota language expresses this everyday animal helps us appreciate the deep
connections between language, tradition, and nature in Indigenous communities. Whether you're a
language enthusiast, a lover of Native American cultures, or simply curious about the Lakota
language, this exploration will provide insightful context and meaningful appreciation.

The Word for Dog in Lakota

At its core, the Lakota word for dog is **“Sunka"** (pronounced SHOON-kah). This term is more than a
simple label—it reflects the animal’s importance in Lakota life and storytelling. Dogs have been
companions, helpers, and protectors within Lakota communities for centuries, and the word “Sunka”
carries echoes of these roles.

Pronunciation and Linguistic Notes

Lakota is a Siouan language, known for its distinct sounds and tonal qualities. When pronouncing
“Slnka,” the “s” represents a “sh” sound, while the “n" is a velar nasal, similar to the “ng” sound in
the English word “sing.” Such phonetic elements make the Lakota language unique and sometimes

challenging for learners, but they also enrich its expressiveness.

Cultural Significance of Dogs in Lakota Traditions

Understanding “dog in Lakota language” isn’t complete without recognizing the cultural place dogs
held historically and continue to hold today. Dogs were not just pets; they were integral to daily life,
spirituality, and survival.

Dogs as Helpers and Protectors

Before horses became widespread among the Lakota, dogs were essential for transportation and
hunting. They pulled travois—simple sled-like carriers—helping families move their belongings across
the plains. The word “Stnka” thus often evokes images of loyalty, strength, and utility.

Dogs in Lakota Spirituality and Storytelling



Dogs appear in many Lakota stories and spiritual teachings, symbolizing traits like loyalty, protection,
and guidance. They often serve as companions to heroes in oral traditions or as metaphors for
vigilance and companionship. Learning the word “Stnka” thus connects learners to a broader
narrative tradition, not just vocabulary.

Learning Lakota: Expanding Vocabulary Around “Dog”

If you're exploring the Lakota language, starting with “Siinka” can lead you to discover related
vocabulary and expressions that enrich your understanding.

Common Phrases Involving Dogs
Here are a few useful Lakota phrases involving the word for dog:
« Sunka kin - This dog

 Sunkawakhan - Sacred dog (used in spiritual contexts)

« Sunka wakan - Holy or spirit dog

Each of these phrases highlights how dogs are woven into various aspects of language, from the
everyday to the sacred.

Describing Dogs in Lakota

To describe dogs’ qualities or actions, Lakota speakers use verbs and adjectives linked with “Sunka.”
For example, to say “The dog runs,” you might say, “Stnka el,” where “el” means to run. This simple
sentence demonstrates how vocabulary builds upon the base word.

Preservation and Revitalization of the Lakota Language

The discussion around “dog in Lakota language” also reminds us of the ongoing efforts to preserve
and revitalize this beautiful tongue. Lakota is one of several Indigenous languages that have faced
decline due to historical oppression and cultural assimilation.

Why Language Matters

Language is a vessel of culture and identity. Words like “Sinka” carry stories, relationships, and ways



of seeing the world that are unique to the Lakota people. Revitalizing the language helps maintain
these cultural treasures and fosters pride and continuity among Lakota youth and communities.

Resources for Learning Lakota

If you want to deepen your knowledge beyond just learning the word for dog, many resources are
available:

e Lakota Language Consortium - Offers dictionaries, textbooks, and online courses.

e Community Language Classes - Many Lakota communities organize classes to teach the
language.

* Mobile Apps - Interactive apps designed to teach Lakota vocabulary and grammar.

Engaging with these tools can help you appreciate not only words like “Stnka” but also the broader
linguistic and cultural world they belong to.

The Role of Animals in Indigenous Languages

Exploring the word for “dog” in Lakota opens a larger conversation about how Indigenous languages
often reflect a profound connection to nature and animals. Unlike many modern languages,
Indigenous vocabularies tend to carry rich descriptions and spiritual meanings tied to animals.

Animals as Cultural Symbols

In Lakota and other Native American languages, animals are not just biological entities but symbols of
values, lessons, and cosmology. For example, the dog symbolizes loyalty and protection, while the
buffalo (tatanka) represents abundance and strength. These symbolic meanings enrich the language
and daily life.

Language as a Living Connection to Nature

Using words like “Stinka” reminds us that language can be a tool for maintaining a living connection
to the natural world. Indigenous languages often include terms for animals that reflect their
behaviors, appearances, and spiritual qualities, preserving knowledge that is invaluable for cultural
and ecological understanding.



Bringing the Lakota Word for Dog into Everyday Life

Whether you're a language learner, educator, or simply someone fascinated by Native American
cultures, incorporating the Lakota word for dog into your vocabulary can be a meaningful gesture of
respect and curiosity.

Tips for Using Lakota Words Respectfully

e Learn Proper Pronunciation: Listening to native speakers or language instructors helps avoid
mispronunciations that can alter meaning.

¢ Understand Cultural Context: Recognize that words like “Sinka” carry cultural weight and
should be used thoughtfully.

e Support Lakota Language Initiatives: Engage with and support efforts to teach and
preserve the Lakota language in Indigenous communities.

By adopting these practices, you honor the language and the people who speak it.
Exploring dog in Lakota language reveals the deep ties between words, culture, and identity. The

simple term “Stnka” embodies a rich history of companionship, survival, and spiritual connection,
reminding us that language is much more than communication—it is a living heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the word for 'dog’ in the Lakota language?

The word for 'dog' in Lakota is 'Sunka'.

How is 'dog' pronounced in Lakota?

'Stnka' is pronounced roughly as 'shoon-kah' with a nasalized 'u' sound.

Are dogs significant in Lakota culture?

Yes, dogs played important roles in Lakota culture, including as companions, hunting aides, and
spiritual symbols.

How do you say 'my dog' in Lakota?

You say 'my dog' as 'mniSunka' or 'Sinka mniya' depending on context.



Is there a special term for a wild dog or coyote in Lakota?

Yes, the coyote is called '$inkawakhéan' which means 'holy dog' and is an important figure in Lakota
stories.

Can 'sunpka' refer to any type of dog in Lakota?

Generally, yes, 'Sunka' refers to dogs broadly, including domestic and wild dogs.

Are there any Lakota proverbs or sayings involving dogs?

Yes, dogs often appear in Lakota teachings symbolizing loyalty, protection, and guidance.

How is the plural form of ‘dog' expressed in Lakota?

The plural of 'Sunka' is 'Sunkakin', meaning 'dogs'.

Do Lakota children learn the word 'sunka’' in language
classes?

Yes, 'Sunka' is commonly taught as part of basic Lakota vocabulary in language revitalization efforts.

What role do dogs have in traditional Lakota stories or
legends?

Dogs often appear as loyal companions, protectors, or spiritual guides in Lakota stories and legends.

Additional Resources

Dog in Lakota Language: Exploring the Term, Cultural Significance, and Linguistic Context

dog in lakota language is more than a simple translation; it represents a window into the rich
heritage and worldview of the Lakota people. Understanding how the Lakota language encapsulates
the concept of “dog” opens avenues to appreciate the tribe’s relationship with animals, their linguistic
structure, and the preservation efforts surrounding the Lakota language today. This article delves into
the Lakota term for dog, examines its cultural and linguistic significance, and explores the broader
context of animal terminology within the Lakota language.

The Lakota Term for Dog: Linguistic Roots and Meaning

In the Lakota language, the word for dog is **"SUnka"** (pronounced roughly as “shoon-kah"”). This

term is deeply embedded within the Lakota lexicon and reflects the tribe’s intimate connection with
animals that played critical roles in their traditional lifestyle. The word Sunka is not just a noun but

carries connotations tied to the animal’s characteristics and its place in Lakota society.



Linguistically, Lakota is a member of the Siouan language family, characterized by complex phonetic
and morphological systems. The pronunciation of Slnka involves sounds that are unique to Lakota,
such as the nasalized vowel and the glottalized consonants, which can pose challenges for non-native
speakers attempting to learn the language. This phonological richness adds layers of meaning and
cultural identity to everyday words like “dog.”

Cultural Importance of Dogs in Lakota Society

Historically, dogs held significant roles in Lakota culture. Before the introduction of horses, dogs were
essential companions for hunting, protection, and transportation. The Lakota utilized dogs as pack
animals and even as draft animals to pull travois—lightweight sleds used to carry belongings. This
utilitarian role elevated the status of dogs within the tribe and influenced how they were referred to in
the language and storytelling traditions.

The term Slnka appears frequently in oral histories, legends, and ceremonial contexts, often
symbolizing loyalty, protection, and companionship. In some narratives, dogs are spiritual guardians
or helpers, highlighting their revered place beyond mere physical utility. Understanding the Lakota
word for dog thus requires appreciation of these cultural layers.

Comparing Dog Terminology Across Indigenous
Languages

Comparing the Lakota word Stnka with dog terms in other Native American languages reveals both
similarities and distinctions that shed light on linguistic diversity and cultural perspectives. For
instance:

« In Dakota, a closely related dialect to Lakota, the word for dog is also Sunka, underscoring
linguistic continuity.

* In Navajo, a language from a different family, the word for dog is “tééchag’,” reflecting different
phonology and morphology.

¢ In Cherokee, the word for dog is “gogi,” which again differs phonetically but shares the common
cultural importance of the animal.

Such comparisons help linguists trace historical interactions, migrations, and cultural exchanges
among Indigenous peoples. Moreover, the presence or absence of specific terms can indicate the role
various animals played in different tribes’ livelihoods.

Language Preservation and the Role of Animal Vocabulary

Animal names like SUnka serve as critical elements in the revitalization of Indigenous languages. In



the case of Lakota, the language has faced significant decline due to historical suppression and
assimilation policies. However, efforts by tribal communities and linguists have focused on teaching
vocabulary related to everyday life, including animals, to reconnect younger generations with their
heritage.

Animal terms often act as accessible entry points for new learners because they relate to tangible
aspects of culture. Teaching the Lakota word for dog, alongside its cultural stories and traditional
uses, fosters both language acquisition and cultural pride. Programs incorporating such vocabulary
use multimedia resources, storytelling, and community engagement to ensure that words like Sinka
remain vibrant parts of the living language.

The Role of Dogs in Contemporary Lakota Communities

Today, the relationship between Lakota people and dogs continues in evolving forms. While the
traditional roles of dogs as hunting and pack animals have diminished, dogs remain important as
companions and symbols within the community. The use of the word SlUnka persists in everyday
conversation and cultural contexts, bridging past and present.

Modern Lakota speakers often incorporate the language into educational curricula, media, and
ceremonies, emphasizing terms like Sinka to maintain linguistic continuity. Additionally, the
symbolism of dogs in Lakota art and storytelling continues to reflect themes of loyalty, guardianship,
and spiritual connection.

Challenges and Opportunities in Promoting Lakota Language
Use

Despite growing interest, the Lakota language faces challenges in widespread adoption. Pronunciation
difficulties, limited fluent speakers, and the dominance of English pose obstacles to revitalization.
However, incorporating culturally significant vocabulary such as Sunka into learning materials helps
create meaningful and relatable language experiences.

Technological tools, including apps and online dictionaries, have broadened access to Lakota
vocabulary. Collaborative efforts between linguists, educators, and tribal elders ensure that words like
Sunka are taught with accurate pronunciation and cultural context. This holistic approach supports
both linguistic competence and cultural understanding.

Conclusion: The Intersection of Language, Culture, and
Identity

Exploring the term dog in Lakota language reveals a tapestry of linguistic complexity and cultural
depth. The word Sinka embodies more than the animal itself; it reflects the Lakota people’s history,
values, and ongoing commitment to preserving their linguistic heritage. Through understanding such
terms, both native speakers and learners gain insight into the ways language shapes identity and
connects communities across generations.



As the Lakota language continues to be revitalized, words like Sinka serve as vital links between past
and present, tradition and modernity. The study of animal vocabulary thus proves instrumental in
maintaining the vibrancy of Indigenous languages and the cultures they represent.

Dog In Lakota Language
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dog in lakota language: Crow Dog Leonard C. Dog, Richard Erdoes, 2012-03-13 “Through the
experiences of this family of great medicine men, readers are taken on an intimate journey through
120 years of Lakota history.” —Library Journal “I am Crow Dog. I am the fourth of that name. Crow
Dogs have played a big part in the history of our tribe and in the history of all the Indian nations of
the Great Plains during the last two hundred years. We are still making history.” Thus opens the
extraordinary and epic account of a Native American clan. Here the authors, Leonard Crow Dog and
Richard Erdoes (coauthor of Lakota Woman) tell a story that spans four generations and sweeps
across two centuries of reckless deeds and heroic lives, and of degradation and survival. The first
Crow Dog, Jerome, a contemporary of Sitting Bull and Crazy Horse, was a witness to the coming of
white soldiers and settlers to the open Great Plains. His son, John Crow Dog, traveled with Buffalo
Bill Cody’s Wild West Show. The third Crow Dog, Henry, helped introduce the peyote cult to the
Sioux. And in the sixties and seventies, Crow Dog’s principal narrator, Leonard Crow Dog, took up
the family’s political challenge through his involvement with the American Indian Movement (AIM).
As a wichasha wakan, or medicine man, Leonard became AIM’s spiritual leader and renewed the
banned ghost dance. Staunchly traditional, Leonard offers a rare glimpse of Lakota spiritual
practices, describing the sun dance and many other rituals that are still central to Sioux life and
culture. “An illuminating introduction to Sioux culture.” —Publishers Weekly

dog in lakota language: Buffalo Woman Dorothy M. Johnson, 1995-01-01 A fictionalized
account, as seen through the eyes of a woman known as Whirlwind, of life with the Oglala Sioux
from 1820 through the aftermath of the victory at the Little Bighorn in 1877.

dog in lakota language: The Canine Pioneer: A Dog's Tale of the American Frontier
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-08 The story of the Corps of Discovery is one of the most epic and
inspiring tales in American history. Led by Meriwether Lewis and William Clark, this intrepid band
of explorers embarked on a perilous journey to explore the vast uncharted wilderness of the
Louisiana Purchase. Among their ranks was an unlikely hero: a Newfoundland dog named Seaman.
Seaman was a massive and powerful animal, weighing over 150 pounds. He was also incredibly
intelligent and loyal, and he quickly became an indispensable member of the expedition. Seaman's
keen sense of smell and hearing made him a valuable asset for hunting and scouting. His size and
strength also made him a formidable deterrent to potential predators. But Seaman was more than
just a working dog. He was also a beloved companion to the explorers. His gentle nature and playful
spirit lifted their spirits during the long and arduous journey. Seaman's presence reminded them of
the comforts of home and gave them the strength to persevere through even the most difficult
challenges. The Corps of Discovery faced countless dangers during their expedition. They battled
starvation, disease, and attacks from both animals and humans. But through it all, Seaman remained
a steadfast and loyal companion. He protected the explorers from harm, comforted them in their
darkest hours, and helped them to achieve their ultimate goal of reaching the Pacific Ocean. **The
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Canine Pioneer** tells the story of Seaman's life and legacy. It is a story of courage, loyalty, and
friendship. It is a story that will inspire and entertain readers of all ages. In this book, you will learn
about: * Seaman's role in the Corps of Discovery expedition * The challenges he faced and the
contributions he made * The impact he had on the explorers and the course of American history *
His legacy as a symbol of the human-animal bond **The Canine Pioneer** is a must-read for anyone
interested in American history, dogs, or the power of friendship. It is a story that will stay with you
long after you finish reading it. If you like this book, write a review!

dog in lakota language: Indigenous Educational L.eadership Through Community-Based
Knowledge and Research Robin Zape-tah-hol-ah Minthorn, Shawn L. Secatero, Catherine N.
Montoya, Jodi L. Burshia, 2025-04-15 Indigenous Educational Leadership Through Community-Based
Knowledge and Research highlights the heartwork of the Native American Leadership in Education
(NALE) program. The edited collection illuminates the beauty and essence of NALE, which uniquely
conceptualizes Indigenous leadership identity, philosophy, community leadership, and research in
ways that have empowered students and graduates to conceptualize and live out their ancestors’
prayers and legacy. The editors provide samples of how they have achieved this through the sharing
of some of the NALE graduates’ and current students’ heartwork. The book is organized into four
sections: Indigenous leadership identities, Indigenous leadership philosophies in relation to the Corn
Pollen model, Indigenous community leadership curriculum, and Indigenizing research through
collective creations. These four sections make the NALE doctoral cohort curriculum and experience
unique in how they center Indigenous experience, scholarship, community voice, and research
approaches. Collectively, the chapters provide a lens through which one can view and center
Indigenous educational leadership.

dog in lakota language: Isaiah Howard McCarthy, 2020-01-21 This book is a historical novel.
It is inspired by the life of Isaiah Dorman. It has to be a historical novel because there is virtually no
information about his early life as a slave on the Louisiana plantation where he was believed to have
been born. Also, there is only sketchy information on his time spent with the Santee Sioux, and there
is only basic information about his years working with the Army. However, all the information about
the life of a slave on a cotton and rice plantation during his lifetime has been meticulously
researched as has been the life of the Santee Sioux during that time period. The historical events are
also factual and well researched. The book is written in three parts: The Slaves, The Sioux, and The
Soldiers. The Slave portion deals with Isaiah’s life on the plantation until he ran away in his early
twenties. This section explores his early years; his relationship with his parents, peers and his
attitudes about being a slave. The period with the Santee Sioux explores his life with this tribe and
his relationship with the warriors and other members of the tribe. It also tells how he met his wife
and about their life together. His time with the Army is detailed up until the time he met his death
on June 25, 1876 scouting for General Custer at the battle of the Little Bighorn. The Aftermath deals
with what transpired after with the Sioux and African Americans in the years after the battle.

dog in lakota language: The Unofficial Yellowstone Coloring Book Dover Publications,
2023-11-15 Lasso some crayons, colored pencils, or markers, and put your own spin on the story of
the Yellowstone Dutton Ranch. Thirty-eight unique illustrations include captions filled with fun facts
about the series, the setting, and subplots inside a distressed leather-look cover with a gold title
branded just like cattle!

dog in lakota language: Environmental Guilt and Shame Sarah E. Fredericks, 2021 This study
shows that many people in the US feel guilt about their everyday life. It explores many ethical
questions including whether individuals or collectives are the guilty or shameful parties, whether
agents should have these feelings, whether people should induce guilt or shame in others, and how
people can respond to such feelings.

dog in lakota language: Creating Orthographies for Endangered Languages Mari C. Jones,
Damien Mooney, 2017-08-31 Creating an orthography is often seen as a key component of language
revitalisation. Encoding an endangered variety can enhance its status and prestige. In speech
communities that are fragmented dialectally or geographically, a common writing system may help




create a sense of unified identity, or help keep a language alive by facilitating teaching and learning.
Despite clear advantages, creating an orthography for an endangered language can also bring
challenges, and this volume debates the following critical questions: whose task should this be - that
of the linguist or the speech community? Should an orthography be maximally distanciated from that
of the language of wider communication for ideological reasons, or should its main principles
coincide for reasons of learnability? Which local variety should be selected as the basis of a common
script? Is a multilectal script preferable to a standardised orthography? And can creating an
orthography create problems for existing native speakers?

dog in lakota language: Zyzzyva , 1999

dog in lakota language: Surviving Wounded Knee David W. Grua, 2015-12-21 On December
29, 1890, the U.S. Seventh Cavalry killed more than two hundred Lakota Ghost Dancers- including
men, women, and children-at Wounded Knee Creek, South Dakota. After the work of death ceased at
Wounded Knee, the work of memory commenced. For the US Army and some whites, Wounded Knee
was the site where a heroic victory was achieved against the fanatical Chief Big Foot and his
treacherous Ghost Dancers and where the struggle between civilization and savagery for North
America came to an end. For other whites, it was a stain on the national conscience, a leading
example of America's dishonorable dealings with Native peoples. For Lakota survivors it was the site
of a horrific massacre of a peacemaking chief and his people, and where the United States violated
its treaty promises and slaughtered innocents. Historian David Grua argues that Wounded Knee
serves as a window into larger debates over how the United States' conquest of the indigenous
peoples should be remembered. During the five decades after Wounded Knee, the survivors pursued
historical justice in the form of compensation, in accordance with traditional Lakota conflict
resolution practices and treaty provisions that required compensation for past wrongs. The survivors
engaged in the politics of memory by preparing compensation claims, erecting a monument in
memory of the Chief Big Foot massacre at the mass grave on the Pine Ridge Reservation, by
dictating accounts to sympathetic whites, and by testifying before the U.S. Congress in the 1930s in
support of a bill intended to liquidate the liability of the United States for Wounded Knee. Despite
the bill's failure, the survivors' prolonged pursuit of justice laid the foundation for later activists who
would draw upon the memorial significance of Wounded Knee to promote indigenous sovereignty.
Published on the 125th anniversary of this controversial event, Surviving Wounded Knee examines
the Lakota survivors' half-century pursuit of justice and points to lingering questions about the
United States' willingness to address the liabilities of Indian conquest.

dog in lakota language: Postmodern Youth Ministry Tony Jones, 2001 The rules have changed.
Everything you believe is suspect. The world is up for grabs. Welcome to the emerging postmodern
culture. A free zone of rapid change that places high value on community, authenticity, and even
God--but has little interest in modern, Western-tinged Christianity. Postmodern Youth Ministry
addresses these enormous philosophical shifts and shows how they're affecting teenagers.

dog in lakota language: To Come to a Better Understanding Sandra L. Garner, 2016-06 To
Come to a Better Understanding analyzes the cultural encounters of the medicine men and clergy
meetings held on Rosebud Reservation in St. Francis, South Dakota, from 1973 through 1978.
Organized by Father Stolzman, a Catholic priest studying Lakota religious practice, the meetings fit
the goal of the recently formed Medicine Men’s Association to share its members’ knowledge about
Lakota thought and ritual. Both groups stated that the purpose of the historic theological discussions
was “to come to a better understanding.” Though the groups ended their formal discussions after
eighty-four meetings, Sandra L. Garner shows how this cultural exchange reflects a rich Native
intellectual tradition and articulates the multiple meanings of “understanding” that necessarily
characterize intercultural encounters. Garner examines the exchanges of these two very different
cultures, which share a history of inequitable power relationships, to explore questions of cultural
ownership and activism. These meetings were another form of activism, a “quiet side” without the
militancy of the American Indian Movement. Based on ethnographic fieldwork and archival analysis,
this volume focuses on the medicine men participants—who served as translators, interpreters, and



cultural mediators—to explore how modern political, social, and religious issues were negotiated
from an indigenous perspective that valued experience as critical to understanding.

dog in lakota language: The Typology of Semantic Alignment Mark Donohue, Sgren
Wichmann, 2008-01-24 Semantic alignment refers to a type of language that has two means of
morphosyntactically encoding the arguments of intransitive predicates, typically treating these as an
agent or as a patient of a transitive predicate, or else by a means of a treatment that varies
according to lexical aspect. This collection of new typological and case studies is the first
book-length investigation of semantically aligned languages for three decades. Leading international
typologists explore the differences and commonalities of languages with semantic alignment systems
and compare the structure of these languages to languages without them. They look at how such
systems arise or disappear and provide areal overviews of Eurasia, the Americas, and the south-west
Pacific, the areas where semantically aligned languages are concentrated. This book will interest
typological and historical linguists at graduate level and above.

dog in lakota language: George Catlin George Catlin, Stephanie Pratt, Joan Carpenter
Troccoli, 2013 George Catlin (1796-1872) was a Pennsylvania-born artist, writer and showman
whose portraits of Native Americans are among the most important representation of indigenous
peoples ever made.

dog in lakota language: Crazy Horse Jon Sterngass, 2014-01-07 The true life of Crazy Horse
is plagued with questions. He did not leave any letters or diaries nor are there any records of
speeches he made. Most notably, it is still unclear whether his death was an accident or a murder.
Nevertheless, Crazy Horse is considered a gripping symbol of freedom, dignity, and the American
West. He was the unfathomable leader for the Lakota tribe and was looked upon for protection by
his people. But as whites invaded the Lakota lands and the buffalo herds shrank, many Lakota were
forced to relocate to reservations. But not all, for Crazy Horse was determined to fight for his home.
Rejecting the reservation system and negotiations with the white invaders, he guided the Lakota in
two of the most monumental defeats ever suffered by the US Army: the Fetterman Fight in 1866,
and the Battle of Little Bighorn in 1876, which was fought against the infamous General George
Armstrong Custer. Over twenty illustrations and photographs help kids better understand this
crucial figure and pivotal moment in nineteenth-century American history. Crazy Horse, part of the
Wild West for Kids series, is a must-read for any young historian hoping to learn about a mysterious
man who played an influential role in the Native American battles in the West.

dog in lakota language: Cassie the Reservation Dog Lorna Henze, 2011-03-30 Nothing but a
little waif of a dog from the Crow Reservation in a dog eat dog world, Cassie wants to make a
difference. She can't play soccer, she can't roll over and play dead, she can't even speak. What can
she do? She's caught salmon in Alaska's streams, she's gone to highschool for four years, she's
travelled the United States, she's been a sidekick in her master's flying projects. She has watched all
the dog movies and seen all they can do, but she is hoping for her own adventure...to be daring,
dauntless, boldto be a hero in her own right.

dog in lakota language: Native American Autobiography Arnold Krupat, 1994 Publisher
description: Native American Autobiography is the first collection to bring together the major
autobiographical narratives by Native American people from the earliest documents that exist to the
present. The thirty narratives included here cover a range of tribes and cultural areas, over a span
of more than 200 years. From the earliest known written memoir--a 1768 narrative by the Reverend
Samson Occom, a Mohegan, reproduced as a chapter here--to recent reminiscences by such
prominent writers as N. Scott Momaday and Gerald Vizenor, the book covers a broad range of
Native American experience. Editor Arnold Krupat provides a general introduction, a historical
introduction to each of the seven sections, extensive headnotes for each selection, and suggestions
for further reading, making this an ideal resource for courses in American literature, history,
anthropology, and Native American studies. General readers, too, will find a wealth of fascinating
material in the life stories of these Native American men and women.

dog in lakota language: A to Z of American Indian Women Liz Sonneborn, 2014-05-14




Presents a biographical dictionary profiling important Native American women, including birth and
death dates, major accomplishments, and historical influence.

dog in lakota language: We Do Not Want the Gates Closed between Us Justin Gage,
2020-10-08 In the 1860s and 1870s, the United States government forced most western Native
Americans to settle on reservations. These ever-shrinking pieces of land were meant to relocate,
contain, and separate these Native peoples, isolating them from one another and from the white
populations coursing through the plains. We Do Not Want the Gates Closed Between Us tells the
story of how Native Americans resisted this effort by building vast intertribal networks of
communication, threaded together by letter writing and off-reservation visiting. Faced with the
consequences of U.S. colonialism—the constraints, population loss, and destitution—Native
Americans, far from passively accepting their fate, mobilized to control their own sources of
information, spread and reinforce ideas, and collectively discuss and mount resistance against
onerous government policies. Justin Gage traces these efforts, drawing on extensive new evidence,
including more than one hundred letters written by nineteenth-century Native Americans. His work
shows how Lakotas, Cheyennes, Utes, Shoshones, Kiowas, and dozens of other western tribal nations
shrewdly used the U.S. government’s repressive education system and mechanisms of American
settler colonialism, notably the railroads and the Postal Service, to achieve their own ends. Thus
Natives used literacy, a primary tool of assimilation for U.S. policymakers, to decolonize their lives
much earlier than historians have noted. Whereas previous histories have assumed that the Ghost
Dance itself was responsible for the creation of brand-new networks among western tribes, this book
suggests that the intertribal networks formed in the 1870s and 1880s actually facilitated the rapid
dissemination of the Ghost Dance in 1889 and 1890. Documenting the evolution and operation of
intertribal networking, Gage demonstrates its effectiveness—and recognizes for the first time how,
through Native activism, long-distance, intercultural communication persisted in the colonized
American West.

dog in lakota language: Rivers: Diary of a Blind Alaska Racing Sled Dog Mike Dillingham,
2001-07-01 A chance encounter on a chilly, rainy day started a heartwarming adventure for a blind
dog and a human. This is Rivers' diary of that adventure; becoming pain free and dealing with his
disappointments while learning to interact with humans. Rivers tells of a blind dog's efforts to
overcome his challenges and achieve his destiny. Rivers is a tale of the bond between a dog and a
man, of courage, friendship, loyalty and adventure. It is full of positive messages for both young and
old. Rivers takes place in that mystical land called Alaska, where sled dog racing is the state sport,
dogs are considered athletes, and mushers are their coaches.
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