bill mckibben the end of nature

Bill McKibben and The End of Nature: A Pioneering Reflection on Climate Change

bill mckibben the end of nature is a phrase that immediately calls to mind one of the most
influential environmental books ever written. Published in 1989, Bill McKibben’s *The End of Nature* is
widely regarded as one of the first major works to bring the concept of global warming and human-
induced climate change into public consciousness. This seminal book didn’t just raise awareness—it
fundamentally changed how we think about our relationship with the natural world. In this article,
we’ll explore the core ideas of Bill McKibben’s work, its lasting impact on environmental discourse,
and why *The End of Nature* remains relevant in today’s climate conversations.

Understanding Bill McKibben’s The End of Nature

Bill McKibben, an environmentalist, author, and journalist, wrote *The End of Nature* at a time when
climate change was not yet a household term. The book walks readers through the frightening
realization that human activity had altered the planet’s climate systems to such an extent that the
natural world as we understood it was effectively “ended.” It was a wake-up call about the irreversible
consequences modern industrial society was imposing on the Earth.

The Concept of “The End of Nature” Explained

When McKibben talks about the “end of nature,” he isn’t suggesting that natural landscapes
disappear overnight. Rather, he points out that the idea of nature as an untouched, separate realm
unaffected by human hands was no longer valid. The climate, weather patterns, and ecosystems had
all been fundamentally changed by the burning of fossil fuels, deforestation, and widespread
pollution.

This loss of a pristine nature means that phenomena like seasons, storms, and wildlife are now
intertwined with human influence. For example, what used to be a typical weather event may now
carry the fingerprint of global warming. This shift challenges traditional perceptions of nature and
forces a reconsideration of humanity’s place within the natural order.

Bill McKibben’s Writing Style and Approach

One reason *The End of Nature* resonated so deeply with readers was McKibben’'s ability to
communicate complex scientific ideas in a clear, poetic, and accessible way. He combines personal
reflection with scientific explanation, making the topic emotionally engaging while still grounded in
fact. This blend helped bridge the gap between scientific communities and the general public,
fostering greater understanding and concern.



The Impact of The End of Nature on Environmentalism

Bill McKibben’s book did more than just inform—it directly influenced the rise of environmental
activism in the late 20th and early 21st centuries. By articulating the reality of climate change early
on, McKibben helped catalyze movements aimed at reducing carbon emissions and protecting natural
ecosystems.

Raising Awareness About Climate Change

At the time of publication, climate change was frequently dismissed or ignored. *The End of Nature*
challenged that complacency by framing the issue not just as a scientific debate but as a moral and
existential crisis. This shift in framing helped bring climate change into mainstream conversations,
setting the stage for later global climate agreements and policies.

Inspiring a Generation of Activists

Bill McKibben didn’t stop at writing. He has been an active voice in environmental advocacy, founding
organizations like 350.0org, which campaigns worldwide to reduce atmospheric carbon dioxide levels.
His early work laid the intellectual groundwork for these efforts. Many activists cite *The End of
Nature* as a formative influence that motivated them to engage in climate activism.

Relevance of The End of Nature in Today’s Climate
Crisis

More than three decades after its release, *The End of Nature* continues to be an essential reference
point for understanding the ongoing climate emergency. In an era marked by extreme weather
events, rising sea levels, and biodiversity loss, McKibben’s insights feel more urgent than ever.

Why The End of Nature Still Matters

The concept that human activity has irrevocably altered natural systems underpins much of
contemporary climate science and policy. McKibben’s framing encourages us to accept responsibility
and recognize that we must actively manage our relationship with the environment moving forward. It
reminds us that there is no “back to normal” when it comes to nature.

Lessons for Sustainable Living and Policy Making

Bill McKibben’s call to action highlights the importance of transitioning to renewable energy,
protecting natural habitats, and reducing consumption patterns that contribute to environmental
degradation. Individuals, communities, and governments can draw from these lessons to implement



sustainable practices that work towards stabilizing the climate.

e Emphasize clean energy sources like wind and solar

e Support reforestation and conservation projects

e Promote climate education and awareness campaigns
e Advocate for policies that limit carbon emissions

e Encourage lifestyle changes that reduce waste and energy use

Critiques and Expansions on McKibben'’s Ideas

While *The End of Nature* was groundbreaking, the environmental dialogue has evolved significantly
since its publication. Some critics argue that McKibben’s perspective, while profound, focuses heavily
on climate change and may underrepresent other pressing ecological issues like species extinction
and ocean acidification.

Broadening the Environmental Narrative

Modern environmental discourse often includes a wider array of topics, such as environmental justice,
indigenous rights, and sustainable development. These aspects add nuance to McKibben’s original
message by acknowledging the complex social and economic factors intertwined with ecological
crises.

Technology and Hope for the Future

McKibben's work is sometimes seen as pessimistic, emphasizing what has been lost. However, many
contemporary thinkers build upon his foundation with optimism about technological
innovations—such as carbon capture, electric vehicles, and smart grids—that could mitigate human
impact. This blend of realism and hope is key to mobilizing effective climate action.

Exploring Bill McKibben’s Legacy Beyond The End of
Nature
Bill McKibben remains a prolific writer and activist, constantly engaging with new environmental

challenges. His books, articles, and speeches continue to inspire dialogue and action around the
globe.



Continuing the Conversation Through New Works

Following *The End of Nature*, McKibben has authored numerous influential works, including *Falter*
and *Eaarth*, which delve deeper into the consequences of climate change and the urgent need for
systemic change. These writings expand on themes introduced in his first book, updating them with
the latest scientific findings and social realities.

Mobilizing Grassroots Movements

Through organizations like 350.0org, McKibben has pioneered global grassroots campaigns that
emphasize community involvement and democratic participation in climate solutions. This hands-on
approach connects everyday people with the larger environmental movement, fostering
empowerment and shared responsibility.

Bill McKibben’s *The End of Nature* stands as a landmark in environmental literature, a text that
opened eyes and hearts to the planetary changes underway. It reminds us that while the “end” of
nature as an untouched force may be upon us, the opportunity to shape a sustainable future is still
very much alive. As climate challenges grow in complexity, revisiting McKibben'’s insights offers both
sobering reflection and renewed motivation to act in defense of our planet.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Bill McKibben, the author of 'The End of Nature'?

Bill McKibben is an American environmentalist, author, and journalist known for his work on climate
change and environmental issues. He wrote 'The End of Nature' in 1989, which is considered one of
the first books for a general audience about global warming.

What is the main theme of Bill McKibben's 'The End of

Nature'?
The main theme of 'The End of Nature' is the impact of human activity on the natural world,

particularly focusing on how climate change and environmental degradation have fundamentally
altered the Earth’s ecosystems.

Why is ‘'The End of Nature' considered a groundbreaking
book?

'The End of Nature' is groundbreaking because it was one of the earliest books to bring the issue of
global warming to a broad public audience, highlighting the irreversible changes humans have caused
to the natural environment.



What does Bill McKibben mean by 'the end of nature' in his
book?

By 'the end of nature,’ McKibben means that nature as an untouched, independent force no longer
exists because human influence, especially through climate change, has permanently altered natural
processes.

How has 'The End of Nature' influenced environmental
activism?
The book has inspired many environmental activists by raising awareness about climate change and

urging people to recognize the human role in environmental destruction, leading to increased
advocacy for sustainable practices and policies.

What solutions or actions does Bill McKibben propose in 'The
End of Nature'?

While 'The End of Nature' primarily focuses on describing the problem, McKibben advocates for
reducing carbon emissions, embracing renewable energy, and fostering a sense of responsibility
toward the planet to mitigate climate change effects.

How relevant is 'The End of Nature' today in the context of
climate change?

The book remains highly relevant as it laid the foundation for climate change discourse. The issues
McKibben raised have intensified, making its message about human impact on nature even more
urgent today.

Has Bill McKibben written other works related to
environmental issues?

Yes, Bill McKibben has written numerous books and articles on environmental topics, including
'Eaarth,' 'Falter,' and many essays advocating for climate action and ecological sustainability.

What impact did 'The End of Nature' have on public
perception of climate change?

‘'The End of Nature' helped shift public perception by making the abstract concept of global warming
concrete and personal, encouraging readers to understand that climate change threatens the natural
world and human life alike.

Additional Resources

Bill McKibben and The End of Nature: A Pioneering Environmental Treatise

bill mckibben the end of nature stands as a landmark work in environmental literature, marking



one of the first comprehensive attempts to articulate the profound consequences of human-induced
climate change on the natural world. Published in 1989, Bill McKibben’s book “The End of Nature”
serves both as a wake-up call and a critical analysis of humanity’s irreversible impact on Earth’s
ecosystems. This article delves into the core themes of McKibben’s work, its historical significance,
and its enduring relevance in today’s discourse on climate change and environmental conservation.

Understanding the Premise of “The End of Nature”

Bill McKibben’s “The End of Nature” was among the earliest popular books to address global warming
as an existential threat to the planet’s natural order. At a time when environmental issues were often
relegated to niche concerns, McKibben articulated a stark reality: human activity had fundamentally
altered the planet’s climate systems to such an extent that the concept of “nature” as an untouched,
autonomous force was no longer valid.

The book’s central thesis is that industrialization and carbon emissions have essentially ended the era
where nature existed independently of human influence. McKibben argued that this “end” does not
mean the literal disappearance of nature but rather the loss of its intrinsic unpredictability and
independence. The natural world, once governed solely by ecological processes, now operates under
the shadow of anthropogenic change.

Bill McKibben’s Environmental Philosophy

Bill McKibben’s environmental philosophy, as expressed in “The End of Nature,” combines scientific
analysis with a deeply reflective tone on humanity’s role within the biosphere. Unlike alarmist
narratives that induce despair, McKibben’s approach was to present the facts clearly while
emphasizing the ethical dimensions of environmental stewardship.

His work challenges readers to reconsider humanity’s relationship with the environment—not as
masters of nature but as participants in a fragile ecological web. This philosophical underpinning has
influenced environmental activism, encouraging a shift from exploitation toward sustainability.

Impact and Legacy of “The End of Nature” in
Environmental Discourse

Bill McKibben’s book has had a lasting impact on environmental thought and policy. It paved the way
for a broader public awareness of climate change issues before they entered mainstream political
conversations. Its early publication date, in the late 1980s, positioned it as a foundational text that
anticipates many contemporary discussions surrounding global warming, carbon footprints, and the
Anthropocene epoch.

Scientific Context and Data Integration



While “The End of Nature” is not a scientific textbook, McKibben integrates scientific data to ground
his arguments. He references rising levels of atmospheric carbon dioxide, shifts in global temperature
patterns, and changes in weather systems—all indicators that underpin his thesis. The book’s
accessible language helped demystify complex climate science for a broad audience, making the
environmental crisis more tangible to non-experts.

Comparisons to Contemporary Environmental Literature

When compared to other major environmental works, such as Rachel Carson’s “Silent Spring” or Al
Gore’s “An Inconvenient Truth,” “The End of Nature” occupies a unique niche. It was among the first
to frame climate change as a problem not only of pollution or species loss but of the very concept of
nature itself. This philosophical depth distinguishes McKibben’s work from more narrowly focused
environmental critiques, providing a broader cultural and existential context.

Bill McKibben’s Ongoing Influence and Environmental
Activism

Beyond his literary contributions, Bill McKibben has remained an active figure in environmental
activism. He founded 350.0rg, a global grassroots movement aimed at reducing atmospheric CO2
levels to a safe threshold of 350 parts per million. This organization reflects the urgency and global
scale of the concerns first voiced in “The End of Nature.”

Features of 350.0org and Its Connection to McKibben’s Ideas

» Global Reach: 350.0org mobilizes advocates worldwide, echoing McKibben’s call for collective
action.

e Scientific Foundation: The campaign is grounded in climate science, emphasizing
measurable targets.

e Grassroots Activism: It empowers local communities to participate in climate solutions.

* Policy Advocacy: The movement pressures governments and corporations to reduce fossil fuel
dependence.

This activism is a direct extension of the concerns raised in “The End of Nature,” bridging the gap
between awareness and tangible environmental policy change.



Pros and Cons of McKibben’s Approach

Analytically assessing McKibben’s work reveals several strengths and limitations:

e Pros:
o Early articulation of climate change risks to a general audience.
o Philosophical depth that broadens the environmental conversation.

o Inspiration for subsequent activism and policy advocacy.

e Cons:

o Some critics argue the book’s tone can verge on pessimistic, potentially discouraging
action.

o Scientific understanding has evolved since 1989, requiring updates to some data points.

o Focuses primarily on the end of “pure” nature, which may overlook ongoing opportunities
for ecological restoration.

Despite these critiques, the book’s foundational role in environmental literature remains undisputed.

Relevance of “The End of Nature” in Today’s Climate
Crisis

More than three decades after its publication, “The End of Nature” continues to resonate in an era
marked by intensifying climate crises. The book’s insights into human domination over natural
systems have become increasingly evident with rising global temperatures, loss of biodiversity, and
extreme weather events.

Current environmental discussions frequently invoke the concept of the Anthropocene—a geological
epoch characterized by significant human impact on Earth’s geology and ecosystems—a notion
aligned with McKibben’s warning of nature’s “end.” The continuing relevance of his work is reflected
in academic discussions, policy debates, and grassroots movements alike.



Integration with Modern Climate Science and Policy

Bill McKibben’s early warnings have been substantiated by extensive scientific research conducted by
organizations such as the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). His call for urgent
reductions in carbon emissions aligns with international agreements like the Paris Accord,
underscoring the importance of collective global action.

Moreover, the ethical questions McKibben raised about humanity’s responsibility toward the

environment have influenced sustainability frameworks in corporate governance and urban planning,
highlighting the book’s interdisciplinary impact.

Challenges Ahead and the Path Forward

While “The End of Nature” set the stage for understanding climate change, ongoing challenges
remain:

1. Global emissions continue to rise despite scientific consensus on their dangers.

2. Political and economic barriers hinder widespread adoption of sustainable practices.

3. Public engagement varies widely, with misinformation complicating consensus.

Bill McKibben’s work serves as a reminder that knowledge alone is insufficient; transformative action
is essential to preserve what remains of the natural world and mitigate further damage.

In this context, “The End of Nature” is more than a historical document—it is a call to rethink
humanity’s place within Earth’s ecosystems and to recommit to environmental responsibility amidst
unprecedented challenges.

Bill Mckibben The End Of Nature
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introduction by the author, reviewing both the progress and ground lost in the fight to save the
earth. This impassioned plea for radical and life-renewing change is today still considered a
groundbreaking work in environmental studies. McKibben's argument that the survival of the globe
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is dependent on a fundamental, philosophical shift in the way we relate to nature is more relevant
than ever. McKibben writes of our earth's environmental cataclysm, addressing such core issues as
the greenhouse effect, acid rain, and the depletion of the ozone layer. His new introduction
addresses some of the latest environmental issues that have risen during the 1990s. The book also
includes an invaluable new appendix of facts and figures that surveys the progress of the
environmental movement. More than simply a handbook for survival or a doomsday catalog of
scientific prediction, this classic, soulful lament on Nature is required reading for nature
enthusiasts, activists, and concerned citizens alike.

bill mckibben the end of nature: Eaarth Bill McKibben, 2011-04-12 The bestselling author of
Deep Economy shows that we’re living on a fundamentally altered planet — and opens our eyes to
the kind of change we’ll need in order to make our civilization endure. Twenty years ago, with The
End of Nature, Bill McKibben offered one of the earliest warnings about global warming. Those
warnings went mostly unheeded; now, he insists, we need to acknowledge that we’ve waited too
long, and that massive change is not only unavoidable but already under way. Our old familiar globe
is suddenly melting, drying, acidifying, flooding, and burning in ways that no human has ever seen.
We've created, in very short order, a new planet, still recognizable but fundamentally different. We
may as well call it Eaarth. That new planet is filled with new binds and traps. A changing world costs
large sums to defend — think of the money that went to repair New Orleans, or the trillions of
dollars it will take to transform our energy systems. But the endless economic growth that could
underwrite such largesse depends on the stable planet we’ve managed to damage and degrade. We
can’t rely on old habits any longer. Our hope depends, McKibben argues, on scaling back — on
building the kind of societies and economies that can hunker down, concentrate on essentials, and
create the type of community (in the neighborhood, but also on the Internet) that will allow us to
weather trouble on an unprecedented scale. Change — fundamental change — is our best hope on a
planet suddenly and violently out of balance.

bill mckibben the end of nature: The Bill McKibben Reader Bill McKibben, 2008-03-04 For
the first time, the best of McKibben's essays--fiery, magical, and infused with his uniquely soulful
investigations of modern life--are collected in a single volume.

bill mckibben the end of nature: The End of Nature Bill McKibben, 2003 For centuries,
humankind has taken nature for granted, treating it as invincible and as a wilderness apart from
man. This text argues that if the world is to survive, we have to rethink this relationship.

bill mckibben the end of nature: The End of Nature Bill McKibben, 2014-09-03 Reissued on
the tenth anniversary of its publication, this classic work on our environmental crisis features a new
introduction by the author, reviewing both the progress and ground lost in the fight to save the
earth. This impassioned plea for radical and life-renewing change is today still considered a
groundbreaking work in environmental studies. McKibben's argument that the survival of the globe
is dependent on a fundamental, philosophical shift in the way we relate to nature is more relevant
than ever. McKibben writes of our earth's environmental cataclysm, addressing such core issues as
the greenhouse effect, acid rain, and the depletion of the ozone layer. His new introduction
addresses some of the latest environmental issues that have risen during the 1990s. The book also
includes an invaluable new appendix of facts and figures that surveys the progress of the
environmental movement. More than simply a handbook for survival or a doomsday catalog of
scientific prediction, this classic, soulful lament on Nature is required reading for nature
enthusiasts, activists, and concerned citizens alike.

bill mckibben the end of nature: There Is No Way to Reassemble Nature Bill McKibben,
2021-08-26

bill mckibben the end of nature: Coming of Age at the End of Nature Julie Dunlap, Susan
A. Cohen, 2016-09-19 Coming of Age at the End of Nature explores a new kind of environmental
writing. This powerful anthology gathers the passionate voices of young writers who have grown up
in an environmentally damaged and compromised world. Each contributor has come of age since Bill
McKibben foretold the doom of humanity’s ancient relationship with a pristine earth in his prescient



1988 warning of climate change, The End of Nature. What happens to individuals and societies when
their most fundamental cultural, historical, and ecological bonds weaken—or snap? In Coming of
Age at the End of Nature, insightful millennials express their anger and love, dreams and fears, and
sources of resilience for living and thriving on our shifting planet. Twenty-two essays explore
wide-ranging themes that are paramount to young generations but that resonate with everyone,
including redefining materialism and environmental justice, assessing the risk and promise of
technology, and celebrating place anywhere from a wild Atlantic island to the Arizona desert, to
Baltimore and Bangkok. The contributors speak with authority on problems facing us all, whether
railing against the errors of past generations, reveling in their own adaptability, or insisting on a
collective responsibility to do better. Contributors include Blair Braverman, Jason Brown, Cameron
Conaway, Elizabeth Cooke, Amy Coplen, Ben Cromwell, Sierra Dickey, Ben Goldfarb, CJ Goulding,
Bonnie Frye Hemphill, Lisa Hupp, Amaris Ketcham, Megan Kimble, Craig Maier, Abby McBride,
Lauren McCrady, James Orbesen, Alycia Parnell, Emily Schosid, Danna Staaf, William Thomas, and
Amelia Urry.

bill mckibben the end of nature: Maybe One Bill McKibben, 2013-06-25 From the
groundbreaking, bestselling author of The End of Nature, a controversial and provocative book
arguing that to help the planet we should begin to voluntarily limit our numbers. Bill McKibben's
books and essays on our environment -- physical and spiritual -- have shaped and spurred debate
since The End of Nature was published in 1989. Then, he sounded one of the earliest alarms about
global warming; the decade of science since has proved his prescience. Now, in Maybe One, he
takes on the most controversial of environmental problems -- population. We live in a unique and
dangerous time, he asserts, when the planet's limits are being tested and voluntary reductions in
American childbearing could make a crucial difference. The father of a single child himself,
McKibben maintains that bringing one, and no more than one, child into this world will hurt neither
your family nor our nation -- indeed, it can be an optimistic step toward the future. Maybe One is not
just an environmental argument but a highly personal and philosophical one. McKibben cites new
and extensive research about the developmental strengths of only children; he finds that single kids
are not spoiled, weird, selfish, or asocial, but pretty much the same as everyone else. McKibben
recognizes that the transition to a stable population size won't be easy or pain-free but ultimately is
inevitable. Maybe One provides the basis for provocative, powerful thought and discussion that will
influence our thinking for decades to come.

bill mckibben the end of nature: Mother Jones Magazine , 1989-12 Mother Jones is an
award-winning national magazine widely respected for its groundbreaking investigative reporting
and coverage of sustainability and environmental issues.

bill mckibben the end of nature: Deep Economy Bill McKibben, 2024-09-04 The bestselling
author of The End of Nature issues an impassioned call to arms for an economy that creates
community and ennobles our lives. A hopeful manifesto. . . . An inspiring book that shows us not only
the way we need to live, but also the way we should want to.— The Boston Globe In this powerful
and provocative manifesto, Bill McKibben offers the biggest challenge in a generation to the
prevailing view of our economy. Deep Economy makes the compelling case for moving beyond
growth as the paramount economic ideal and pursuing prosperity in a more local direction, with
regions producing more of their own food, generating more of their own energy, and even creating
more of their own culture and entertainment. Our purchases need not be at odds with the things we
truly value, McKibben argues, and the more we nurture the essential humanity of our economy, the
more we will recapture our own. Masterfully crafted, deeply thoughtful and mind-expanding. . .. An
incisive critique of the unintended consequences of our . . . growth-oriented economy. — Los Angeles
Times What makes McKibben's book stands out is the completeness of his arguments and his
real-world approach to solutions. — USA Today McKibben's round-the-world reporting and
thoughtful analysis give great weight to both his warnings and his prescriptions for change. . . . In
some ways, he's the anti-Thomas Friedman. — The Christian Science Monitor

bill mckibben the end of nature: Falter Bill McKibben, 2019-04-16 Thirty years ago Bill



McKibben offered one of the earliest warnings about climate change. Now he broadens the warning:
the entire human game, he suggests, has begun to play itself out. Bill McKibben’s groundbreaking
book The End of Nature -- issued in dozens of languages and long regarded as a classic -- was the
first book to alert us to global warming. But the danger is broader than that: even as climate change
shrinks the space where our civilization can exist, new technologies like artificial intelligence and
robotics threaten to bleach away the variety of human experience. Falter tells the story of these
converging trends and of the ideological fervor that keeps us from bringing them under control. And
then, drawing on McKibben’s experience in building 350.0rg, the first truly global citizens movement
to combat climate change, it offers some possible ways out of the trap. We're at a bleak moment in
human history -- and we’ll either confront that bleakness or watch the civilization our forebears built
slip away. Falter is a powerful and sobering call to arms, to save not only our planet but also our
humanity.

bill mckibben the end of nature: The Comforting Whirlwind Bill McKibben, 2005-08-25 In
The Comforting Whirlwind, acclaimed environmentalist and writer Bill McKibben turns to the
biblical book of Job and its awesome depiction of creation to demonstrate our need to embrace a
bold new paradigm for living if we hope to reverse the current trend of ecological destruction. With
reference to the consequences of our poorly considered and self-centered environmental
practices-global warming, ozone degradation, deforestation-McKibben combines modern science and
timeless biblical wisdom to make the case that growth and economic progress are not only
undesirable but deadly. If we continue to accelerate the pace of development, we will inevitably
complete the “decreation” of our planet and everything on it, including ourselves. In his signature
lyrical prose, and using Stephen Mitchell's powerful translation of Job, McKibben calls readers to
truly appreciate both the majesty of creation and humanity's rightful-and responsible-place in it.

bill mckibben the end of nature: The Politics of Unsustainability Ingolfur Bluhdorn, Ian
Welsh, 2013-10-18 Two decades after its launch by the UN Brundtland Commission, the paradigm of
sustainability seems to have reached its limits. Whilst the concept figures more prominently in
public debate and policy making than ever before, the ecological footprint of advanced liberal
consumer societies continues to grow, and the forceful economic development of countries such as
China and India reinforces concerns that the world is moving further away from, rather than closer
towards the ideal of sustainability. Given the proven failure of ecological modernisation strategies to
secure sustainability, the traditional question How may our established lifestyles and socio-economic
practices be made more sustainable? needs to be supplemented by a second, equally important,
question: How do advanced modern consumer democracies try and manage to sustain what is known
to be unsustainable? Put differently, traditional research into the politics of sustainability needs to
be supplemented by a new line of research into the politics of unsustainability. Exploring the recent
transformation of eco-political discourses and a variety of ways in which the unfolding paradox of
sustaining the unsustainable is being managed, the present volume pioneers this new research
agenda. This book was previously published as a special issue of Environmental Politics.

bill mckibben the end of nature: Nature Writing Robert Finch, John Elder, 2002 The first
anthology to represent the full range of nature writing's rich and flourishing tradition, from lyrical
essays to thoughtful encounters with new ethical and ecological concerns.

bill mckibben the end of nature: Rethinking Nature Bruce V. Foltz, Robert Frodeman,
2004-11-02 Rethinking Nature brings the voices of leading Continental philosophers into discussion
about what is emerging as one of our most pressing and timely concerns—the environmental crisis
facing our planet. The essays featured in this volume embrace environmental philosophy in its
broadest sense and include topics such as environmental ethics, environmental aesthetics, ontology,
theology, gender and the environment, and the role of science and technology in forming knowledge
about our world. Here, philosophy goes out into the field and comes back with rich insights and new
approaches to environmental problems. This far-reaching and lively volume affords firm ground for
thinking about the multiple ways that humans engage nature. Contributors are David Abram,
Edward S. Casey, Daniel Cerezuelle, Ron Cooper, Bruce V. Foltz, Robert Frodeman, Trish




Glazebrook, James Hatley, Robert Kirkman, Irene J. Klaver, Alphonso Lingis, Kenneth Maly, Diane
Michelfelder, Elaine P. Miller, Robert Mugerauer, Stephen David Ross, John Sallis, Ingrid Leman
Stefanovic, Bruce Wilshire, David Wood, and Michael E. Zimmerman.

bill mckibben the end of nature: Future Nature W.M. Adams, 2004-04-26 The countryside is
changing faster than ever. Fifty years of conservation achievements in the UK are now being
confronted by a new complexion of economic forces that are driving change in the countryside. At
the same time new ideas in conservation are altering the role that conservation is being asked to
play in negotiating the transition from past to future. This revised edition of Bill Adams classic work
Future Nature tackles the new challenges in the countryside and wildlife conservation head-on
through a new Introduction and Postscript with updated arguments about naturalness and our social
engagement with nature, and complemented by a new Foreword by Adrian Phillips. Concepts such
as biodiversity and sustainability, and changes in our understanding, appreciation and concern for
nature, offer unprecedented opportunities. Bill Adams explores the scientific, cultural and economic
significance of conservation. He argues that conservation must move beyond the boundaries of parks
and reserves to embrace the whole countryside. The importance of conservation for the future is
enormous. It holds the potential to create new spaces for nature, both in the landscape and in our
lives and imaginations. This factual, beautifully written and thought-provoking book offers a
fundamental reassessment of conservation, its importance, and how to achieve it. Published with
BANC

bill mckibben the end of nature: Encyclopedia of the Environment in American Literature
Geoff Hamilton, Brian Jones, 2014-01-10 This encyclopedia introduces readers to American poetry,
fiction and nonfiction with a focus on the environment (broadly defined as humanity's natural
surroundings), from the discovery of America through the present. The work includes biographical
and literary entries on material from early explorers and colonists such as Columbus, Bartolome de
Las Casas and Thomas Harriot; Native American creation myths; canonical 18th- and 19th-century
works of Jefferson, Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman, Hawthorne, Twain, Dickinson and others; to more
recent figures such as Jack London, Ernest Hemingway, Norman Mailer, Stanley Cavell, Rachel
Carson, Jon Krakauer and Al Gore. It is meant to provide a synoptic appreciation of how the very
concept of the environment has changed over the past five centuries, offering both a general
introduction to the topic and a valuable resource for high school and university courses focused on
environmental issues.

bill mckibben the end of nature: The Unconstructable Earth Frédéric Neyrat, 2018-10-16
Winner, Grand Prize, French Voices Award for Excellence in Publication and Translation The Space
Age is over? Not at all! A new planet has appeared: Earth. In the age of the Anthropocene, the Earth
is a post-natural planet that can be remade at will, controlled and managed thanks to the prowess of
geoengineering. This new imaginary is also accompanied by a new kind of power—geopower—that
takes the entire Earth, in its social, biological and geophysical dimensions, as an object of
knowledge, intervention, and governmentality. In short, our rising awareness that we have
destroyed our planet has simultaneously provided us not with remorse or resolve but with a new
fantasy: that the Anthropocene delivers an opportunity to remake our terrestrial environment thanks
to the power of technology. Such is the position we find ourselves in, when proposals for
reengineering the earth’s ecosystems and geosystems are taken as the only politically feasible
answer to ecological catastrophe. Yet far from being merely the fruit of geo-capitalism, this new
grand narrative of geopower has also been activated by theorists of the constructivist
turn—ecomodernist, postenvironmentalist, accelerationist—who have likewise called into question
the great divide between nature and culture. With the collapse of this divide, a cyborg, hybrid,
flexible nature has been built, an impoverished nature that does not exist without being performed
by technologies that proliferate within the space of human needs and capitalist imperatives.
Underneath this performative vision resides a hidden anaturalism denying all otherness to nature
and the Earth, no longer by externalizing it as a thing to be dominated, but by radically internalizing
it as something to be digested. Constructivist ecology thus finds itself in no position to confront the



geoconstructivist project, with its claim that there is no nature and its aim to replace Earth with
Earth 2.0. Against both positions, Neyrat stakes out the importance of the unconstructable Earth.
Against the fusional myth of technology over nature, but without returning to the division between
nature and culture, he proposes an “ecology of separation” that acknowledges the wild, subtractive
capacity of nature. Against the capitalist, technocratic delusion of earth as a constructible object,
but equally against an organicism marked by unacknowledged traces of racism and sexism, Neyrat
shows what it means to appreciate Earth as an unsubstitutable becoming: a traject that cannot be
replicated in a laboratory. Underway for billions of years, withdrawing into the most distant past and
the most inaccessible future, Earth escapes the hubris of all who would remake and master it. This
remarkable book, which will be of interest to those across the humanities, natural sciences, and
social sciences, from theorists to shapers of policy, recasts the earth as a singular trajectory that
invites humans to turn political ecology into a geopolitics.

bill mckibben the end of nature: Modern British Nature Writing, 1789-2020 Will Abberley,
Christina Alt, David Higgins, Graham Huggan, Pippa Marland, 2022-03-17 This first full-length study
of modern British nature writing is timely and invaluable for literary scholarship in the
environmental crisis.

bill mckibben the end of nature: Rethinking the Environment for the Anthropocene
Manuel Arias-Maldonado, Zev Trachtenberg, 2019-01-15 This book brings together the most current
thinking about the Anthropocene in the field of Environmental Political Theory (‘"EPT"). It displays the
distinctive contribution EPT makes to the task of thinking through what 'the environment' means in
this time of pervasive human influence over natural systems. Across its chapters the book helps
develop the idea of 'socionatural relations'—an idea that frames the environment in the
Anthropocene in terms of the interconnected relationship between human beings and their
surroundings. Coming from both well-established and newer voices in the field, the chapters in the
book show the diversity of points of view theorists take toward the Anthropocene idea, and
socionatural relations more generally. However, all the chapters exemplify a characteristic of work
in EPT: the self-conscious effort to provide normative interpretations that are responsive to scientific
accounts. The Introduction explains the complicated interaction between science and EPT, showing
how it positions EPT to consider the Anthropocene. And the Afterword, by a pioneer in the field,
relates all the chapters to a perspective that has been deeply influential in EPT. This book will be of
interest to scholars already engaged in EPT. But it will also serve as an introduction to the field for
students of Political Theory, Philosophy, Environmental Studies, and related disciplines, who will
learn about the EPT approach from the Introduction, and then see it applied to the pressing question
of the Anthropocene in the ensuing chapters. The book will also help readers interested in the
Anthropocene from any disciplinary perspective develop a critical understanding of its political
meanings.
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