
the good women of china
The Good Women of China: Unveiling Strength, Grace, and Resilience

the good women of china have long been celebrated for their remarkable blend of strength, grace,
and resilience throughout history and into the modern era. Their stories, often intertwined with
China’s rich cultural heritage and evolving societal roles, reveal a tapestry of dedication, courage, and
unwavering spirit. From ancient times to today’s dynamic landscape, these women continue to shape
the nation in profound ways, challenging stereotypes and inspiring generations.

The Historical Legacy of the Good Women of China

China’s history is dotted with iconic female figures whose contributions have been both profound and
diverse. The good women of China historically navigated a complex social framework that often
restricted their roles yet never diminished their influence.

Matriarchs and Philosophers

Women like Ban Zhao, the first known female Chinese historian and scholar, exemplify intellectual
strength. Living during the Han Dynasty, Ban Zhao authored *Lessons for Women*, a text that offered
guidance on female virtues but also subtly advocated for education and self-respect among women.
This duality captures the essence of many good women of China—balancing traditional expectations
with personal empowerment.

Warriors and Revolutionaries

Beyond intellectual realms, many Chinese women have stood on battlefields and led revolutions.
Figures such as Hua Mulan, immortalized in folklore, symbolize bravery and loyalty. More recently,
women played vital roles in the 20th-century revolutionary movements that transformed China
politically and socially. These stories highlight how resilience and patriotism are core traits found
among the good women of China.

Modern-Day Achievements and Challenges

Today, the good women of China are forging paths in every sector—from business and technology to
arts and politics. Their achievements reflect a society in transition, where traditional values meet
modern aspirations.



Women in Business and Technology

China's rapid economic growth has opened doors for women entrepreneurs and leaders. Figures like
Dong Mingzhu, chairwoman of Gree Electric Appliances, have broken glass ceilings, showing
exceptional leadership in a male-dominated industry. The rise of female tech innovators and start-up
founders also illustrates a shift toward gender inclusiveness, even in traditionally male-centric
professions.

Balancing Tradition and Modernity

Despite progress, many women in China still face societal pressures related to family roles and
expectations. The concept of filial piety and the importance of marriage and motherhood remain
strong, which can sometimes limit personal freedom. However, younger generations are increasingly
advocating for balance—embracing career ambitions while honoring cultural values. This evolving
dynamic is a testament to the adaptability and nuanced strength of the good women of China.

Cultural Expressions and Contributions

The good women of China express their identity and values through rich cultural traditions, arts, and
community involvement. Their influence extends beyond the private sphere into the collective
cultural consciousness.

Artistic Heritage

From classical poetry to contemporary cinema, Chinese women have left an indelible mark on the
arts. Poets like Li Qingzhao, revered for her emotional depth and lyrical mastery, exemplify how
women have articulated personal and social experiences through art. In modern times, female
filmmakers and artists continue to challenge norms and tell stories that resonate globally.

Community and Social Influence

Women have traditionally been the pillars of family and community cohesion in China. The good
women of China often lead charitable efforts, education initiatives, and grassroots movements that
enhance social welfare. Their roles as caregivers and community organizers underscore a profound
commitment to societal harmony and progress.

Insights into the Lives of the Good Women of China

Understanding the lives of these women offers valuable lessons in perseverance, identity, and cultural
pride.



Resilience in Adversity: Whether facing historical oppression or modern-day challenges,
Chinese women demonstrate remarkable endurance and adaptability.

Education as Empowerment: Access to education has been a transformative force, enabling
women to pursue diverse careers and leadership roles.

Balancing Roles: Many good women skillfully navigate the intersection of traditional family
duties and personal ambitions.

Community Leadership: Their active participation in social causes showcases a deep sense of
responsibility and empathy.

Tips for Appreciating and Supporting Women in China

For those interested in learning more or supporting the good women of China, consider these
approaches:

Engage with Cultural Works: Explore literature, films, and art created by Chinese women to1.
gain authentic perspectives.

Support Women-Led Businesses: Patronize companies and entrepreneurs that empower2.
women economically.

Promote Education: Advocate for equal educational opportunities, particularly in rural or3.
underserved areas.

Raise Awareness: Share stories of inspiring Chinese women to dismantle stereotypes and4.
encourage dialogue.

The Changing Role of Women in Chinese Society

China’s rapid modernization has reshaped gender roles, creating a landscape where the good women
of China continuously redefine what it means to be a woman.

From Rural Roots to Urban Centers

Many women who once lived in rural settings have migrated to cities, accessing new opportunities
and lifestyles. This shift has brought both empowerment and challenges—urban life demands new
skills and adaptation while sometimes disconnecting individuals from traditional support networks.



Legal and Social Reforms

Progressive laws aimed at gender equality and women’s rights have been enacted, yet enforcement
and cultural acceptance vary widely. The good women of China often become advocates for legal
reforms and social justice, pushing for greater recognition and protection.

Global Influence and Representation

Chinese women increasingly participate on the international stage, whether in diplomacy, arts, sports,
or academia. Their growing visibility challenges outdated perceptions and highlights the multifaceted
identities of women in China today.

---

The stories and experiences of the good women of China reveal a fascinating journey of
perseverance, cultural pride, and ongoing transformation. Their legacy is not only embedded in
history but actively unfolding in contemporary society, inspiring people worldwide with examples of
courage, wisdom, and compassion. Whether through leadership, creativity, or everyday acts of
strength, these women continue to shape China’s future with an unyielding spirit.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Good Women of China' about?
'The Good Women of China' is a book by Xinran that explores the lives, struggles, and resilience of
Chinese women through interviews and personal stories.

Who is the author of 'The Good Women of China'?
The author is Xinran, a former Chinese radio journalist known for her work highlighting women's
issues in China.

When was 'The Good Women of China' first published?
'The Good Women of China' was first published in 2002.

What themes are explored in 'The Good Women of China'?
The book explores themes such as gender inequality, domestic abuse, traditional cultural
expectations, and the changing roles of women in Chinese society.

Why is 'The Good Women of China' considered important?
It provides rare and candid insights into the private lives of Chinese women, shedding light on issues
often hidden from public view.



How does Xinran collect the stories in 'The Good Women of
China'?
Xinran collected stories through her work as a radio host, where she received thousands of letters
from women across China sharing their personal experiences.

What impact did 'The Good Women of China' have
internationally?
The book raised global awareness about the challenges faced by Chinese women and contributed to
discussions on women's rights and social change in China.

Is 'The Good Women of China' available in multiple languages?
Yes, the book has been translated into several languages, making it accessible to a wide international
audience.

Additional Resources
The Good Women of China: An Analytical Perspective on Their Roles and Impact

the good women of china have long been an integral part of the nation's socio-economic fabric,
embodying resilience, dedication, and progression in a rapidly transforming society. From rural
villages to bustling metropolitan centers, these women contribute significantly across various
domains including education, healthcare, entrepreneurship, and cultural preservation. This article
investigates the multifaceted roles of Chinese women, examining historical contexts, contemporary
challenges, and the evolving perceptions that shape their status in modern China.

The Historical Context of Women’s Roles in China

Understanding the good women of China requires a look into the historical framework that has shaped
gender roles over centuries. Traditionally, Confucian values emphasized a patriarchal family structure,
where women were expected to fulfill domestic responsibilities and uphold family honor through
obedience and chastity. Despite these constraints, historical records reveal many instances of women
who broke societal norms as poets, warriors, or political advisors.

In the 20th century, the Communist revolution introduced policies aimed at gender equality,
promoting women's participation in the workforce and public life. The slogan "Women hold up half the
sky" encapsulated state efforts to elevate women’s status. This shift laid the groundwork for
increased female literacy and labor force participation, although gender disparities persisted.

Contemporary Roles of the Good Women of China

Today, the good women of China navigate a complex landscape where traditional expectations



intersect with modern aspirations. The rapid economic development and urbanization of China have
opened avenues for women to excel in various sectors, yet challenges remain in achieving true
gender parity.

Economic Participation and Entrepreneurship

Women in China comprise a significant portion of the labor force, especially in manufacturing, service
industries, and increasingly in entrepreneurship. According to the All-China Women's Federation,
women entrepreneurs make up approximately 30% of all business owners, a figure that has grown
steadily over the past decade. These women often leverage digital platforms and e-commerce,
capitalizing on China’s booming online market.

However, gender-based barriers such as limited access to financing, social expectations around
caregiving, and workplace discrimination continue to restrict some women’s economic potential.
Despite this, many good women of China have emerged as role models, demonstrating leadership
and innovation in both small and large enterprises.

Education and Professional Advancement

Education has been a critical factor in empowering women across China. The government’s push for
universal education has resulted in near parity between male and female enrollment rates at primary
and secondary levels, and an increasing number of women pursuing higher education.

Notably, women now represent a substantial percentage of university graduates, particularly in fields
like medicine, engineering, and law. This educational attainment has translated into greater
professional opportunities, with women occupying positions as doctors, engineers, academics, and
government officials. Yet, gender wage gaps and underrepresentation in top executive roles illustrate
ongoing structural inequalities.

Social and Cultural Contributions

Beyond economic and professional spheres, the good women of China play pivotal roles in sustaining
cultural heritage and fostering social cohesion. Women are often the custodians of traditional
practices, language, and festivals, especially in ethnic minority communities. Their involvement in
community organizations and volunteer work also highlights their commitment to social welfare.

At the same time, contemporary Chinese women actively engage in cultural production through
literature, art, and media, challenging stereotypes and advocating for gender equality. This cultural
activism contributes to a broader dialogue on women’s rights and social reform within the country.

Challenges Facing the Good Women of China

Despite undeniable progress, the good women of China confront several persistent challenges that



hinder their full participation in society.

Gender Discrimination and Stereotypes

Deep-seated cultural stereotypes continue to influence perceptions of women’s roles. For example,
societal expectations often emphasize marriage and motherhood as primary goals for women, which
can limit career ambitions. Workplace discrimination, including bias in hiring and promotion, remains
an issue in many industries.

Balancing Tradition and Modernity

Many women experience tension between traditional family roles and modern professional demands.
The “double burden” of managing household responsibilities alongside paid employment can lead to
stress and reduced career advancement. Additionally, rural women frequently face more pronounced
gender inequalities due to limited access to education and healthcare.

Legal and Policy Frameworks

While China has instituted laws to protect women’s rights, enforcement can be inconsistent. Issues
such as domestic violence, sexual harassment, and unequal inheritance rights persist in some
regions, highlighting the need for stronger legal protections and public awareness campaigns.

Profiles of Influence: Exemplary Good Women of China

To contextualize the broader trends, it is useful to examine individual stories of women who have
made significant impacts.

Tu Youyou – Nobel laureate in medicine for discovering artemisinin, a groundbreaking1.
treatment for malaria.

Peng Liyuan – Renowned soprano and influential advocate for public health and education.2.

Dong Mingzhu – Chairwoman of Gree Electric, one of China’s largest appliance manufacturers,3.
widely recognized for her business acumen.

These figures exemplify how the good women of China have transcended traditional barriers to shape
the nation’s future.



The Road Ahead: Emerging Trends and Future
Prospects

Looking forward, the trajectory for the good women of China is shaped by ongoing social reforms,
technological advancements, and global interconnectedness. Increasing awareness of gender
equality, combined with policy initiatives aimed at improving childcare, maternity benefits, and anti-
discrimination measures, offers a more supportive environment.

Additionally, digital technology enables women to access education, network, and build businesses
more effectively than ever before. Platforms like WeChat and Alibaba empower women entrepreneurs
to reach wider markets and create communities for mutual support.

However, addressing entrenched cultural norms remains a critical challenge. Encouraging men’s
participation in domestic duties and promoting inclusive gender narratives are essential steps toward
achieving balanced societal roles.

The good women of China continue to inspire change through perseverance and innovation,
contributing not only to their families and communities but also to the nation’s global standing. Their
stories reflect a dynamic blend of tradition and modernity, underscoring the importance of fostering
inclusive growth that benefits all members of society.

The Good Women Of China
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anticipated the enthusiasm it would quickly generate. Operating within the constraints imposed by
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  the good women of china: Good Women of China Proof Xinran Xinran, 2002-07
  the good women of china: Women and China's Revolutions Gail Hershatter, 2018-09-04 If
we place women at the center of our account of China’s last two centuries, how does this change our
understanding of what happened? This deeply knowledgeable book illuminates the places where the
Big History of recognizable events intersects with the daily lives of ordinary people, using gender as
its analytic lens. Leading scholar Gail Hershatter asks how these events affected women in
particular, and how women affected the course of these events. For instance, did women have a
1911 revolution? A socialist revolution? If so, what did those revolutions look like? Which women had
them? Hershatter uses two key themes to frame her analysis. The first is the importance of women’s
visible and invisible labor. The labor of women in domestic and public spaces shaped China’s move
from empire to republic to socialist nation to rising capitalist power. The second is the symbolic
work performed by gender itself. What women should do and be was a constant topic of debate
during China’s transformation from empire to weak state to partially occupied territory to nascent
socialist republic to reform-era powerhouse. What sorts of concerns did people express through the
language of gender? How did that language work, and why was it so powerful? Drawing on decades
of Hershatter’s groundbreaking scholarship and mastery of a range of literatures, this beautifully
written book will be essential reading for all students of China’s modern history.
  the good women of china: ,
  the good women of china: Chinese Women Writers in Diaspora Amy Tak-yee Lai,
2009-03-26 The mention of Chinese women writers in diaspora immediately brings to mind Jung
Chang (b. 1952) and her Wild Swans: Three Daughters of China (1991), which won the 1992 NCR
book award and the 1993 British Book of the Year Award, and got officially banned in China. Despite
its popular reception and crucial acclaim, Chang’s work has invited a lot of attacks. Among the most
common is the contention that it merely focuses on the experience of the privileged and does not tell
the reader what other memoirs have not already revealed. Chinese Women Writers in Diaspora is a
pioneering study that focuses on four Chinese women writers currently living in the United States
and England, whose works have been popularly received—and are in many cases, highly
controversial—but have received little scholarly attention: Xinran (b. 1958), Hong Ying (b. 1962),
Anchee Min (b. 1957), and Adeline Yen Mah (b. 1937). The chapters illuminate how Xinran
constructs her identity and her fellow Chinese women in dialectics of self and other; how Hong Ying
evokes cycles of return that blend Western and Chinese philosophical concepts; how Min employs
images of theatre and theatrical conventions to depict the entrapment and transgression of her
protagonists; and how Mah transliterates and appropriates both Western and Chinese fairy tale
motifs to fashion her Chinese feminist utopia. While Jung Chang’s memoir seems confining, it has
aroused interest in the genre of Chinese female autobiography, and Chinese women writers who live
and write between cultures.
  the good women of china: The Many Dimensions of Chinese Feminism Y. Chen, 2011-05-23 In
the current English-language publication market, this book is one of the earliest academic
monographs to comparatively investigate different feminist scholars and academic feminism across
the Taiwan Strait. It problematizes recent scholarly understanding of feminist complexity in various
Chinese-speaking areas. This book addresses sociocultural backgrounds of how Mainland Chinese,
Taiwanese, and Hong Kong feminist scholars strategize their transfers, localization, and
acculturation of Western feminist literary theories. It emphasizes how Chinese literary theorists
filter, gate-keep, select, import latest Western feminist theories, and then match them with local
socio-cultural trends by exerting comparative researchers' cross-cultural and cross-lingual academic
power in order to tackle Mainland China's, Taiwan's, and Hong Kong's own gender problems.
  the good women of china: Little Emperors and Material Girls Jemimah Steinfeld, 2015-02-28
China is the world's fastest-growing economic powerhouse. But behind the headlines a
once-in-a-generation sexual and cultural revolution is taking place - all in the bars, cafes and streets
of China's growing mega-cities. Welcome to this new China. Writer and journalist Jemimah Steinfeld
meets the young people behind the world's fastest-moving nation to unveil their attitudes towards



love, life and sexuality. Young Chinese have new words to describe the world they live in: 'little
emperors' - single men who have grown up under the one child policy - they're bossy and selfish;
'bare branches' - those without children; 'leftovers' - women over twenty-six who aren't married;
'comrade' - how the gay community identifies itself; 'love markets' - weekend gatherings across
China where parents attempt to find husbands and wives for their children, and others show up to
match-make young singles and even offer boyfriends for hire. Jemimah Steinfeld introduces the
people at the heart of this world, from the woman starting China's first online dating agency to the
mistresses of the rich and powerful; from the company trying to sell sex toys to China's
middle-classes to the sino-punks of Beijing's bar scene. Little Emperors and Material Girls is the
book which will change the way you see China.
  the good women of china: Flights Of Fancy 2: A Journey Through Poetry, Prose And Drama
(2nd Edition) , 2008
  the good women of china: Encyclopedia of Women in Today's World Mary Zeiss Stange, Carol
K. Oyster, Jane E. Sloan, 2011-02-23 This work includes 1000 entries covering the spectrum of
defining women in the contemporary world.
  the good women of china: America Loves China: A Romance Novel Martin Avery, 2015-08-13
What happens when an American man meets a Chinese woman -- in China?
  the good women of china: A Bitter Revolution Rana Mitter, 2004-07 China is now poised to
take a key role on the world stage, but in the early twentieth century the situation could not have
been more different. Rana Mitter goes back to this pivotal moment in Chinese history to uncover the
origins of the painful transition from a premodern past into a modern world. Mitter takes us through
the resulting social turmoil and political promise, the devastating war against Japan in the 1940s,
Communism and the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s, and the new era of hope in the 1980s ended
by the Tian'anmen uprising. He reveals the impetus behind the dramatic changes in Chinese culture
and politics as being China's New Culture - a strain of thought which celebrated youth,
individualism, and the heady mixture of strange and seductive new cultures from places as far apart
as America, India, and Japan. - ;China is now poised to take a key role on the world stage, but in the
early twentieth century the situation could not have been more different. Rana Mitter goes back to
this pivotal moment in Chinese history to uncover the origins of the painful transition from a
premodern past into a modern world. By the 1920s the seemingly civilized world shaped over the
last two thousand years by the legacy of the great philosopher Confucius was falling apart in the
face of western imperialism and internal warfare. Chinese cities still bore the imprints of its ancient
past with narrow, lanes and temples to long-worshipped gods, but these were starting to change
with the influx of foreign traders, teachers, and missionaries, all eager to shape China's ancient past
into a modern present. Mitter takes us through the resulting social turmoil and political promise, the
devastating war against Japan in the 1940s, Communism and the Cultural Revolution of the 1960s,
and the new era of hope in the 1980s ended by the Tian'anmen uprising. He reveals the impetus
behind the dramatic changes in Chinese culture and politics as being China's New Culture - a strain
of thought which celebrated youth, individualism, and the heady mixture of strange and seductive
new cultures from places as far apart as America, India, and Japan. - ;an impressive and inventively
researched book - Jonathan Fenby, FT Magazine
  the good women of china: RiverTime Mary A. Hood, 2008-03-20 In this engaging travelogue of
our world's rivers, great and small, poet and biologist Mary A. Hood reflects on rivers as creators of
place. Recounting her journeys along portions of the Mississippi, the Danube, the Amazon, the
Yangtze, the Ganges, the Nile, and a dozen small U.S. rivers, Hood weaves together natural history,
current environmental and conservation issues, encounters with endangered plants and animals, and
tells some interesting tales along the way. Like a river, the book begins small, with essays that are
narrowly focused on themes of environment and place, such as the need to write our world (Three
Rivers), how fires (and corporations) control the West (the Flathead), the effect of wind farms on a
small town in western New York (the Conhocton), the giant redwoods and how they were preserved
(the Klamath), and the search for moose in the great north woods (the Penobscot). The second



section expands the themes of environment and place and looks at great world rivers, their long
histories, their biological diversity, the effects of human use and tourism, and the paradox of human
reverence and destruction. From endangered species to invasive species, from corporate control of
national parks to wind farms, from urban sprawl to efforts at conservation and restoration,
RiverTime offers insights into our relationship to the environment in the twenty-first century.
  the good women of china: China's Three Gorges, Xi'an and the Terracotta Warriors Simon
Foster, Vivien Lougheed, 2009-10-15 This guide is based on our much larger (530-page) guide to
Bolivia. Here we zero in on La Paz, the capital, and all of the nearby attractions. La Paz is not a big
city on the world scale, but it is certainly one of the more interesting ones. Built in a bowl created by
the Choqueyapu River, the upper parts of the city stand 1,645 ft/500 m above the lower sections.
Unlike any other city in the world, the richer neighborhoods are located at the lower levels. This is
partly due to the fact that it is warmer and easier to breathe at the lower altitudes. Also, the
pinnacles and spires of conglomerate rock and clay that have been sculptured by wind and water
make a dramatic backdrop for those living below them. The higher up the bowl one goes, the more
unstable the land becomes and the more likely a landslide will occur. The plazas, squares and Prado
are well kept in La Paz and even in the depth of winter plants are tended to help make the city
attractive. Street cleaners are out every day and local merchants regularly wash the area in front of
their shops. On a clear day, Mount Illimani, a snow-covered monolith, can be seen as a sentry
towering over the city. Valley of the Moon is six miles/10 km from the center of La Paz and can be
reached by joining a tour or by taking micro bus #11 or minibus #231 or 273 to Mallasilla. The
hillside features a maze of clay canyons and pinnacles that have been sculpted by wind and rain.
Narrow trails through the landscape take about an hour to walk. There is also a cactus park just
before the entrance. The park overlooks a gorge and has paths leading around numerous types of
cacti. As you continue up the road you will come to Parque National Mallasa with its bird
observatory and, across the road, the zoo area. The road passes under natural stone bridges and
past Chulpani's Red Hill. There is no mistaking which hill this is. From Mallasa one can see across
the river to the highest golf course in the world. Devil's Tooth or Muela del Diablo is a huge volcanic
plug sticking out of the landscape to a height of 13,000 ft/3,950 m. Several trails go to the right;
follow the one that obviously leads to the village. From there, go to the left for .3 miles (about half a
kilometer), to the foot of the rock. Climbers are occasionally found on the east face. Canyon de
Palca, or Valle de Animas, is a deep canyon that was carved by the Rio Palca centuries ago. To get
there, take a bus going to Huni from Plaza Belzu on Avenida Mexico in San Pedro. There are huge
pinnacles and wind-carved conglomerates. The trail continues along the bottom of the canyon to a
natural obelisk. Just past the obelisk is a rock that has the appearance of a human hiding in a cave.
The rock is called the hermit of the canyon. Continue along the canyon to its end and climb to your
left up to the village of Palca. This is a long day-hike. All of the detailed information you need is here
about the hotels, restaurants, shopping, sightseeing. But we also lead you to new discoveries,
turning corners you haven't turned before, helping you to interact with the world in new ways.
That's what makes our Adventure Guides unique. An excellent addition to the Adventure Guide
series, packed with detail, from where to stay and eat, to where to shop for local crafts and how to
enjoy historic sites. This guide surveys the wildlife and outdoor opportunities of the country, which
range from tropical jungle to high plains deserts. Hiking and viewing opportunities blend with
cultural insights. Highly recommended. - The Midwest Book Review.
  the good women of china: China's New Youth Alec Ash, 2020-06-02 “Paints a telling portrait
of this most restless generation raised in a system that has provided them with unprecedented
personal opportunities while denying them political ones. . . . A gifted observer.”—Washington Post
Informative and often humorous . . . Presents a refreshing range of perspectives about being
twenty-something in China.—Forbes “Masterfully crafted.”—Los Angeles Review of Books “A
perceptive and quietly profound book.”—Booklist, starred review Compelling and beautifully
written.—Prospect China’s new youth are the generation that will change China. Offspring of the
one-child policy, with no memory of Tiananmen, they are destined to transform both their nation and



the world. Understanding their motivations, dreams, and attitudes is possibly the most important
gauge of China’s future direction as it plays an increasingly important role in shaping this century.
China’s New Youth follows the lives of six young Chinese as they navigate their aspirations,
discontents, politics, and love lives. Their stories include a netizen nationalist, a country migrant, the
daughter of a Party member, a rising pop star, and a feminist entrepreneur. With intimate access to
this diverse generation, Alec Ash—a young writer based in China since 2012—gives a vivid,
immersive, fascinating account of young China as it comes of age. China's New Youth was originally
published in hardcover until the title Wish Lanterns: Young Lives in New China. The new paperback
edition has been updated with a new preface and afterword by the author and a new foreword by
Karoline Kan.
  the good women of china: The Structure and Agency of Women's Education Mary Ann Maslak,
2008-01-01 Offers research on educational policies, programs, and practices for adolecent girls and
adult women, from both comparative international perspectives.
  the good women of china: Proceedings of the 18th Conference of the Simone de
Beauvoir Society Andrea Duranti, Matteo Tuveri, 2017-01-06 On April 14, 1986, Simone de
Beauvoir died in Paris. She was the “prettiest Existentialist”, who during her long and intense life
had observed, described, analytically deconstructed and effectively changed the world that
surrounded her, “one word at a time”. An engaged intellectual like her life partner and comrade
Jean-Paul Sartre, she took actively part in most of the main social and political struggles of the 20th
century, including, first and foremost, women’s emancipation and self-determination, as well as the
decolonisation of French Algeria, and the denouncement of American imperialism in Vietnam and
the marginalisation of elderly people in contemporary societies. This collection of essays, arising
from the 18th International Conference of the Simone de Beauvoir Society held in Cagliari, Italy, in
June 2010, provides a major contribution to the field of Beauvoirian studies with up-to-date research
provided by scholars from a variety of disciplines that range from French literature to gender
studies, from philosophy to social sciences, offering a multifaceted overview on the “state of the art”
of research on the life and the works of Simone de Beauvoir, 30 years after her demise.
  the good women of china: Human Rights and Narrated Lives K. Schaffer, S. Smith,
2004-08-20 Personal narratives have become one of the most potent vehicles for advancing human
rights claims across the world. These two contemporary domains, personal narrative and human
rights, literature and international politics, are commonly understood to operate on separate planes.
This study however, examines the ways these intersecting realms unfold and are enfolded in one
another in ways both productive of and problematic for the achievement of social justice. Human
Rights and Narrated Lives explores what happens when autobiographical narratives are produced,
received, and circulated in the field of human rights. It asks how personal narratives emerge in local
settings; how international rights discourse enables and constrains individual and collective
subjectivities in narration; how personal narratives circulate and take on new meanings in new
contexts; and how and under what conditions they feed into, affect, and are affected by the
reorganizations of politics in the post cold war, postcolonial, globalizing human rights contexts. To
explore these intersections, the authors attend the production, circulation, reception, and affective
currents of stories in action across local, national, transnational, and global arenas. They do so by
looking at five case studies: in the context of the Truth and Reconciliation processes in South Africa;
the National Inquiry into the Forced Removal of Indigenous Children from their Families in
Australia; activism on behalf of former 'comfort women' from South/East Asia; U.S. prison activism;
and democratic reforms in the aftermath of the Tiananmen Square Massacre in China.
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