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American Revolution Activities for Kids: Making History Fun and Engaging

american revolution activities for kids can be an exciting way to bring history to life and spark a
child’s curiosity about one of the most pivotal moments in American history. Teaching young learners
about the American Revolution doesn’t have to be dry or boring. With creative, hands-on activities
and interactive lessons, children can better understand the struggles, heroes, and events that shaped
the birth of the United States. Whether you’re a parent, teacher, or homeschooler, exploring these
activities can turn learning into an adventure that sticks.

Why Hands-On Activities Matter in Learning History

History can sometimes feel like a list of dates and names, but engaging children with activities related
to the American Revolution helps deepen their understanding. When kids participate in reenactments,
crafts, or games related to the period, they connect emotionally and intellectually with the material.
This approach improves retention and makes learning more enjoyable. Plus, it fosters critical thinking
as children explore cause and effect, motivations behind historical actions, and the consequences of
those actions.

Creative American Revolution Activities for Kids

1. Revolutionary War Role-Play

One of the most effective ways to immerse kids in the American Revolution is through role-play.
Assign each child a character from the period—such as George Washington, Paul Revere, a British
soldier, or a colonial farmer. Provide simple costumes or props, like hats or flags, to help them get
into character.

Encourage the kids to act out famous events, like Paul Revere’s midnight ride or the signing of the
Declaration of Independence. This activity not only makes history tangible but also encourages
children to think about different perspectives and motivations during the Revolution.

2. Build a Mini Colonial Village

Creating a small-scale colonial village using craft supplies like cardboard, popsicle sticks, and fabric
can be a fun group project. Kids can construct houses, shops, and meeting halls typical of 18th-
century American towns. While building, talk about the daily lives of colonists, the types of jobs they
had, and how communities were organized during the Revolutionary era.

This hands-on craft not only stimulates creativity but also introduces concepts like colonial economy



and social structure in an accessible way.

3. American Revolution Timeline Craft

Help kids visualize the sequence of events by creating a timeline. Using a long strip of paper or a
poster board, mark important dates and events such as the Boston Tea Party, the battles of Lexington
and Concord, and the signing of the Treaty of Paris.

Children can add drawings, stickers, or brief descriptions alongside each event. This visual
representation helps them grasp the progression of the war and understand how each event
contributed to the larger story.

Interactive Learning with Games and Challenges

4. Revolutionary War Trivia and Quiz Games

Turning history facts into trivia questions or quiz games is a great way to reinforce knowledge. Use
flashcards or online quiz tools to create questions about key figures, battles, and important
documents like the Declaration of Independence.

Divide kids into teams and make it a friendly competition. This method encourages active recall, a
powerful learning technique, and keeps children engaged through play.

5. Scavenger Hunt: Find the Patriot Symbols

Organize a scavenger hunt where kids search for symbols and items related to the American
Revolution. Hide objects like toy muskets, miniature flags, or printed pictures of famous patriots
around the classroom or home. Provide clues connected to historical facts to guide them.

This activity combines physical movement with learning, which is especially helpful for kinesthetic
learners, and makes the history lesson memorable.

Exploring History Through Art and Storytelling

6. Write a Revolutionary Diary Entry

Encourage children to imagine they are living during the American Revolution and write a diary entry
from the perspective of a colonial child or soldier. Prompt them to describe their feelings about events
like the Boston Massacre or the signing of the Declaration of Independence.



This exercise develops empathy and helps kids put themselves in the shoes of people from the past,
making history more relatable.

7. Create Revolutionary War Posters

Posters were an essential form of communication during the Revolution, used to spread messages
and rally support. Kids can design their own posters encouraging colonists to join the cause or
promote independence.

Using bold colors, slogans, and symbols like the Liberty Tree or the rattlesnake flag, children practice
artistic expression while learning about propaganda and public opinion during the 18th century.

Using Technology to Enhance American Revolution
Activities for Kids

8. Virtual Tours of Historical Sites

Many museums and historical sites related to the American Revolution offer virtual tours online.
Taking kids on a virtual trip to places like Independence Hall or the Boston Tea Party Ships can
provide an immersive experience without leaving home.

These tours often include interactive elements, videos, and expert commentary that deepen
understanding and spark further interest in the subject.

9. Educational Apps and Interactive Games

There are numerous educational apps designed to teach children about the American Revolution
through interactive storytelling, puzzles, and strategy games. These digital tools combine learning
with fun and allow kids to explore the events and figures of the Revolution in a dynamic way.

Look for apps that are age-appropriate and fact-checked to ensure a quality learning experience.

Tips for Parents and Educators When Teaching About
the American Revolution

When planning american revolution activities for kids, it’s important to tailor your approach to their
age and learning style. Younger children might respond better to crafts and simple storytelling, while
older kids can handle more complex role-play, debates, or research projects.

Incorporate a variety of activities to keep engagement high and reinforce concepts through multiple



methods. Also, encourage questions and discussions to help students develop a deeper
understanding of the causes and effects of the Revolution.

Using primary sources like excerpts from letters, speeches, or newspapers from the era can also bring
authenticity to the lessons. Finally, connecting the past to the present—such as discussing the
meaning of freedom and democracy today—can make the history relevant and inspiring.

By weaving together creative crafts, interactive games, storytelling, and technology, american
revolution activities for kids become an enriching experience that brings history vividly to life. This
approach not only educates but also instills a lasting appreciation of the brave efforts that shaped the
nation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some fun American Revolution activities for kids?
Kids can engage in activities like making colonial hats, reenacting the Boston Tea Party, creating
American Revolution-themed crafts, or playing historical role-playing games to learn about the era.

How can I teach kids about the American Revolution through
crafts?
You can have kids create items like paper tricorn hats, colonial flags, Revolutionary War soldier
puppets, or decorate tea bags to simulate the Boston Tea Party, making learning interactive and fun.

Are there any American Revolution games suitable for
children?
Yes, games like 'Revolutionary War Bingo,' 'Colonial Times Trivia,' or simple scavenger hunts based on
historical facts are great for kids to learn while having fun.

What are easy American Revolution science activities for
kids?
One idea is to demonstrate how lantern signals worked using simple light and shadow experiments, or
simulate musket firing with balloon rockets to explain basic physics concepts related to the war.

Can storytelling help kids learn about the American
Revolution?
Absolutely! Using storytelling, including reading age-appropriate books or acting out stories about
famous figures like George Washington or Paul Revere, helps kids understand historical events in an
engaging way.



How can outdoor activities be used to teach kids about the
American Revolution?
Outdoor activities like treasure hunts for 'hidden messages,' marching drills, or setting up mini-battle
reenactments can help children physically engage with the history and better grasp the events of the
American Revolution.

Additional Resources
American Revolution Activities for Kids: Engaging Young Minds with History

american revolution activities for kids offer a dynamic and interactive way to introduce young
learners to one of the most pivotal periods in American history. Educators, parents, and history
enthusiasts alike often seek engaging methods to make the complex events of the American
Revolution accessible and enjoyable for children. By incorporating hands-on projects, role-playing,
and creative storytelling, these activities not only foster historical understanding but also encourage
critical thinking and empathy for the diverse perspectives involved in the struggle for independence.

Exploring the Importance of American Revolution
Activities for Kids

Understanding the American Revolution is crucial for grasping the foundations of modern democracy,
civic rights, and national identity in the United States. However, the challenge lies in presenting this
multifaceted historical event in a way that resonates with children. American revolution activities for
kids serve this purpose by transforming abstract dates and facts into tangible experiences. These
activities can be tailored to various age groups, ensuring that the content is age-appropriate while still
informative.

Integrating interactive elements into history lessons results in higher engagement and retention
among young learners. For instance, studies in educational psychology indicate that experiential
learning significantly improves memory recall and conceptual understanding. When children actively
participate in reenactments or create period-inspired crafts, they develop a deeper connection to the
material compared to passive listening or rote memorization.

Types of American Revolution Activities for Kids

The variety of activities designed to teach children about the American Revolution is vast, ranging
from arts and crafts to immersive simulations. Below are some of the most effective and popular
types:

Historical Role-Playing: Children assume the identities of key figures such as George
Washington, King George III, or Abigail Adams, reenacting pivotal moments like the Boston Tea
Party or the signing of the Declaration of Independence. This encourages empathy and an



understanding of different viewpoints.

Craft Projects: Making replica colonial flags, tri-corner hats, or printing press replicas helps
children engage creatively while learning about symbols and tools used during the revolution.

Interactive Timelines: Creating visual timelines with dates and events allows kids to see the
chronological flow of the revolution, aiding comprehension of cause and effect.

Educational Games and Quizzes: Board games or digital apps that focus on revolutionary
history can gamify learning, making it both competitive and fun.

Field Trips and Virtual Tours: Visits to historical sites like Independence Hall or virtual reality
tours can bring history to life, providing contextual depth beyond textbooks.

Benefits of Incorporating American Revolution Activities into
Education

These activities provide more than just historical knowledge; they support broader educational goals.
For example, role-playing exercises develop communication skills and teamwork, while research-
based projects enhance information literacy. Additionally, when children explore the ethical dilemmas
faced by historical figures, they begin to engage in moral reasoning.

From an educational standpoint, diversifying teaching methods addresses different learning styles.
Kinesthetic learners benefit from physical reenactments, visual learners from crafts and timelines,
and auditory learners from storytelling and discussions. This inclusive approach ensures that the
subject matter reaches a wider audience effectively.

Analyzing the Effectiveness of American Revolution
Activities for Kids

While the advantages of these activities are clear, it’s important to critically assess their
implementation. One challenge lies in balancing historical accuracy with age-appropriate content.
Simplifying complex political ideas is necessary but risks oversimplification or omission of critical
context, such as the roles of marginalized groups during the revolution.

Another consideration is resource availability. Not all schools or families have access to materials or
historical sites, making digital resources and printable worksheets vital supplements. However,
screen-based activities should be complemented with hands-on experiences to maximize learning
outcomes.

Furthermore, the integration of technology in the form of apps or online games introduces the
possibility of distractions or misinformation if not carefully curated. Selecting reputable sources and
aligning activities with educational standards is essential for maintaining quality and relevance.



Examples of Successful American Revolution Activities for
Kids

Several programs and curricula have demonstrated success in teaching the American Revolution
through interactive methods:

Living History Museums: Institutions like Colonial Williamsburg offer immersive experiences1.
where children can observe and participate in daily colonial life, fostering a deeper
understanding of the era’s social and political dynamics.

Project-Based Learning Units: Some schools employ multi-week projects where students2.
research, write, and present on revolutionary topics, culminating in a class exhibition or
performance.

Digital Platforms: Websites such as the National Park Service’s educational portal provide3.
free resources, including printable activity sheets and virtual tours tailored for young audiences.

These examples underscore the importance of combining multiple approaches—experiential, visual,
auditory, and digital—to create a comprehensive learning environment.

Integrating American Revolution Activities into Home
and Classroom Settings

For educators and parents aiming to incorporate american revolution activities for kids, planning and
adaptability are key. Classroom settings may benefit from structured lesson plans that incorporate
group activities, while home environments allow for more flexible, interest-driven exploration.

One practical approach is to align activities with key historical dates such as July 4th or Patriots’ Day,
tying lessons to real-world commemorations. This temporal connection can heighten relevance and
enthusiasm. Additionally, incorporating storytelling—whether through books, videos, or oral
narratives—can contextualize the revolution in a way that captures children’s imaginations.

It is also worth considering collaborative projects that involve family members or peers, as social
interaction enhances motivation and learning depth. For example, family members can participate in
a “colonial cooking day” to explore food culture during the revolution, combining history with sensory
experiences.

Adapting Activities for Different Age Groups

Age-appropriateness remains a critical factor. For younger children (ages 5-8), activities should focus
on simple storytelling, coloring pages featuring revolutionary symbols, and basic crafts like making
flags. Middle-grade students (ages 9-12) can handle more complex tasks such as writing diary entries



from the perspective of a colonial child or participating in mock debates about taxation and
representation.

For teenagers, in-depth analyses, research projects, and leadership roles in reenactments or
presentations can deepen their understanding and critical thinking skills. This tiered approach ensures
content accessibility without compromising educational value.

Conclusion: The Ongoing Value of American Revolution
Activities for Kids

American revolution activities for kids play a vital role in bridging the gap between historical facts and
meaningful learning experiences. By engaging children through diverse, interactive methods, these
activities enrich their understanding of a foundational era in American history. They cultivate not only
knowledge but also critical skills such as empathy, analysis, and communication. As educators and
parents continue to innovate and adapt these activities, the legacy of the American Revolution
remains a living, accessible part of young learners’ education.
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kids at heart! Are you struggling to engage your child in history lessons? Do you find it challenging
to make American Revolution lessons fun and accessible? Are you looking for a comprehensive yet
entertaining guide to early American history? If you said yes to any of these questions, then Easy
History for Kids: The American Revolution is your one-stop shop for engaging lessons into early
American history! We get it. Getting kids excited about history is challenging at best. That's why this
book takes an interactive approach to transform dull history lessons into thrilling adventures back in
time. So, throw away all your boring textbooks and immerse your child in captivating storytelling
that brings the American Revolution to life! Through relatable examples and simplified explanations,
this book makes complex historical events accessible to young readers, so they not only understand
but also enjoy learning about this crucial period in American history. And with fun activities and
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shaped the birth of a nation. Ready to ignite your child's curiosity and passion for history? Get your
copy of Easy History for Kids: The American Revolution today!
  american revolution activities for kids: U.S. History Through Children's Literature
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history book for kids. It’s a tool for resourceful parents and educators who aim to engage youth on
topics of racism, discrimination, social justice, and prejudice from a historical perspective to the
modern present day. A crash course in historical events rich in social justice. This
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for kids. A complete timeline of historical events unlike any other. Civil Rights Then and Now
presents readers with facts, biographies of historical Black people, modern historical black figures
such as Black activists, landmark supreme court cases, and historical events in a digestible manner
and within a historical context. It also provides context for the modern civil rights movement,
tackling subjects like racism and Black Lives Matter for kids to understand the present and future of
the social justice movement. A resource for engaging youth with civil rights movement facts. From
the start of Slavery to the modern struggle against systemic oppression, this book sparks kid-friendly
conversations about subjects that are often ignored. It’s the perfect addition to every teacher’s,
parent’s, or child’s library of children’s books and a kid-friendly tool for teaching civil rights
movement facts. Inside, you’ll find: • Vocabulary lists suitable for developing minds • Questions to
promote healthy discussion • Essay and journal prompts with processing concepts and topics If you



liked Black Heroes, What is the Civil Rights Movement? (What Was),or Finish the Fight!, you’ll love
Civil Rights Then and Now: A Timeline of the Fight for Equality in America.
  american revolution activities for kids: The American Revolution Judy Dodge Cummings,
2015-03-16 Kids love stories about underdogs, and the American Revolution is among the most
famous of these tales. Desperate to be an independent country free from Britain, the rebel colonists
relied on their cunning wit and visionary leadership to win an impossible war. And then they faced
the real hardship—creating a country out of a victorious but chaotic society. Using engaging text,
hands-on activities, and links to primary sources, The American Revolution: Experience the Battle
for Independence shows readers how rebel soldiers fought in horrific conditions while their families
faced their own hardships for the sake of freedom. Students examine wartime propaganda to
discover the truth about events leading up to the war, and engage in vibrant debate, strategic
planning, and literary deconstruction to understand the official documents upon which America is
founded. Building a marshmallow cannon and creating real colonial food are some of the projects
that engage readers’ design skills. Essential questions require readers to activate their critical
thinking skills to discover the truth about the most important moment in American history. The
American Revolution meets Common Core State Standards for literacy in history and social studies;
Guided Reading Levels and Lexile measurements indicate grade level and text complexity.
  american revolution activities for kids: 99 Jumpstarts for Kids' Social Studies Reports Peggy
Whitley, Susan Williams Goodwin, 2007-06-30 Building on the success and maintaining the 99
Jumpstarts format of the two previous books, 99 Jumpstarts for Kids' Social Studies Reports is
divided into broad topical sections. Each topic is arranged in alphabetical order under its section.
Topics are all new to this title and include the Ancient World, Historic World Events, State and Local
History, US History, Government and Citizenship, Sociology, Culture and Economics. The book
includes the following sections in each Jumpstart: A cited quote about the topic, Related Jumpstarts,
New Words, You are There, Topics to Consider, Books, Internet, For the Teacher, and a relevant
activity. Each Jumpstart provides a helpful pathfinder that enables students to efficiently access
information and learn new information literacy skills as they research topics of personal interest or
gather information for school reports. Grades 3-8.
  american revolution activities for kids: American Revolution Mary Pope Osborne, Natalie
Pope Boyce, 2012-05-30 The #1 bestselling chapter book series of all time celebrates 25 years with
new covers and a new, easy-to-use numbering system! Getting the facts behind the fiction has never
looked better. Track the facts with Jack and Annie! When Jack and Annie got back from their
adventure in Magic Tree House #22: Revolutionary War on Wednesday, they had lots of questions.
What was it like to live in colonial times? Why did the stamp Act make the colonists so angry? Who
were the Minutemen? What happened at the Boston Tea Party? Find out the answers to these
questions and more as Jack and Annie track the facts. Filled with up-to-date information, photos,
illustrations, and fun tidbits from Jack and Annie, the Magic Tree House Fact Trackers are the
perfect way for kids to find out more about the topics they discovered in their favorite Magic Tree
House adventures. And teachers can use Fact Trackers alongside their Magic Tree House fiction
companions to meet common core text pairing needs. Did you know that there’s a Magic Tree House
book for every kid? Magic Tree House: Adventures with Jack and Annie, perfect for readers who are
just beginning chapter books Merlin Missions: More challenging adventures for the experienced
reader Super Edition: A longer and more dangerous adventure Fact Trackers: Nonfiction
companions to your favorite Magic Tree House adventures Have more fun with Jack and Annie at
MagicTreeHouse.com!
  american revolution activities for kids: Life As a Spy in the American Revolution Laura
Sullivan, 2015-12-15 Without the American Revolution, the United States would not be what it is
today, and without the help of important men and women, the United States may not have won its
independence. One of the most important roles a person could play was that of a spy. Spies were
important to both sides of the war. Read all about the men and women who helped the United States
win the war of independence through secrets, disguises, and dangerous missions. This book



introduces readers to America�s history in an engaging way, with photographs and illustrations,
colorful designs, a glossary, and a Find Out More section.
  american revolution activities for kids: Ancient Civilizations Edie Evans, 2002-11 Where
can students visit an Egyptian pyramid, learn the Sumerian number system, study the ancient
Chinese dynasties, and explore the Mayan city of Chichen Itza? The Internet, of course! Armed with
reproducible graphic organizers, students go online and hone their research skills to learn about
these and other ancient civilizations. Students then use what they've learned to recreate a Mayan
calendar, map out Mesopotamia, create a timeline of ancient Greece, and more.
  american revolution activities for kids: Exploration, Revolution, and Constitution,
Grades 6 - 12 Barden, 2011-04-18 Bring history to life for students in grades 6–12 using
Exploration, Revolution, and Constitution! This 128-page book is perfect for independent study or
use as a tutorial aid. It explores history, geography, and social studies with activities that involve
critical thinking, writing, and technology. The book includes topics such as the land of the Vikings,
Christopher Columbus, colonial life, the Boston Tea Party, and patriots. It also includes vocabulary
words, time lines, maps, and reading lists. The book supports NCSS standards and aligns with state,
national, and Canadian provincial standards.
  american revolution activities for kids: Let's Take The Kids!, 3rd Edition Joanne Michaels,
2005-05-13 The Definitive Family Travel Resource for the Hudson Valley Area Let's Take the Kids!
features hundreds of family activities for an afternoon, weekend, or a whole week in the Hudson
Valley region. From picnic spots to riverboat cruises, every listing in this guide is written with a kid's
interests and attention span in mind. This fully updated and expanded edition includes: - Water
Activities: boat cruises, fishing, canoe trips, and swimming holes - Educational Stops: kid-friendly
museums, historical sites, and nature centers - Winter Sports: skiing, sledding, and ice-skating -
Seasonal Events: festivals, pick-your-own farms, horse racing, air shows, and theater programs -
Kids' Favorites: biking and hiking trails, amusement parks, zoos, and picnic locations
  american revolution activities for kids: Teaching Kids to Care & Cooperate Kathy Pike,
Jean Mumper, Alice Fiske, 2000 J.L. Gili’s selection of Lorca’s poems in Spanish, with his own
unassuming prose versions as guides to the originals, first appeared in 1960. With its excellent
introduction and selection it remains a perfect introductory guide to the great poet. The book is ideal
for newcomers to Lorca who know, or are prepared to grapple with, a little Spanish. It influenced a
generation of readers and poets, including Ted Hughes who first encountered Lorca through this
book. Spain’s most celebrated modern poet, Federico García Lorca was born in 1898 near Granada.
Poet, dramatist, musician and artist, he was the author of The Gypsy Ballad Book’ (1928) and Poet in
New York’ (1940). After his return from New York and Cuba to Republican Spain in 1930, he
devoted himself to the theatre, writing three tragedies including Blood Wedding’ (1933). An
outspoken supporter of the Republic, he was assassinated at the height of his fame by Nationalist
partisans in Granada in 1936, on the eve of the Spanish Civil War.
  american revolution activities for kids: Role Plays and Creative Activities Christopher Glenn,
2014-07-17 Role Plays and Creative Activities: Teaching Social Skills and Self-Understanding
presents over 150 role plays, micro role plays (role plays that run for a few minutes), creative
activities, and guided imagery (stories with psychological content to be read to the children) which
Dr. Christopher Glenn has developed and used for over thirty years. Everyday people, like parents
and people who want to run activity groups for children, can use these activities to have fun with
children in the 8 – 11 age range. Professionals, teachers, counselors, and students-in-training can
take advantage of the psychological and social nature of the activities to foster the social and
emotional growth of elementary aged children. Focusing on self-understanding, self-control, and the
development of social skills, a constructive group experience can effectively teach children positive
outcomes. This text includes detailed notes on how to set up and run the role play group, so anyone
with basic skills in working with groups of children can encourage emotional and social growth.
  american revolution activities for kids: Easy History for Kids , 2024 Are you in history
lessons? Do you find it challenging to make American Revolution lessons fun and accessible? Are you



looking for a comprehensive yet entertaining guide to early American history? If you said yes to any
of these questions, then 'Easy History for Kids: The American Revolution' is your one-stop shop for
engaging lessons into early American history! So, throw away all your boring textbooks and immerse
your child in captivating storytelling that brings the American Revolution to life! Through relatable
examples and simplified explanations, this book makes complex historical events accessible to young
readers, so they not only understand but also enjoy learning about this crucial period in American
history. And with fun activities and quizzes, children actively participate in their learning - leading to
a deeper understanding and appreciation for the past.--Page 4 of cover.
  american revolution activities for kids: Fun for Kids III Marion F. Gallivan, 2002 An index
to children's craft books published since 1991. Provides a guide to craft instructions alphabetically
by project, or by type of material used.
  american revolution activities for kids: Milliken's Complete Book of Instant Activities -
Grade 5 Deborah Kopka, 2010-09-01 With more than 110 easy-to-use, reproducible worksheets, this
series is ideal for enrichment or for use as reinforcement. The instant activities in these books are
perfect for use at school or as homework. They feature basic core subject areas including language
arts, math, science, and social studies.
  american revolution activities for kids: Social Studies Teaching Activities Books Gary
Lare, 2006 An annotated listing of activities books for use with social studies curriculums, focusing
on elementary and middle school grades, arranged by curriculum area, topic, and grade level.
Includes contact information for publishers and distributors of appropriate books, and an index.
  american revolution activities for kids: Revolutionary War Days David C. King, 2001-06-14
Discover life in America during the Revolutionary War with dozensof exciting projects, games, and
recipes. Step back in time to 1776 America and visit with the Logan familyon their farm in Virginia,
and the Wentworths at their inn inPhiladelphia. Join eleven-year-old Joshua Logan and
twelve-year-oldPeggy Wentworth as they share the excitement, adventure, and hardwork of
Revolutionary War days. Let Joshua and Peggy show you howto play their favorite games, cook up
yummy recipes, and even makecool toys and crafts! Learn to make a pair of comfy moccasins, design
your own flag, playthe exciting game of Siege, and taste the scrumptious flavors ofthe time by
baking your own cranberry nut bread or deliciousIndependence Day shortcake. Brimming with
authentic sights, tastes,and activities, Revolutionary War Days will bring the past to vividlife and
take you on an exhilarating journey into a fascinatingtime in American history.
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