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What to Study for LPN Entrance Exam: A Complete Guide to Success

what to study for lpn entrance exam is a question that many aspiring Licensed
Practical Nurses ask as they prepare to take this crucial step toward beginning their nursing
careers. The LPN entrance exam can feel intimidating at first, but with the right focus and
preparation strategy, you can approach it with confidence. Understanding the core
subjects, familiarizing yourself with test formats, and honing specific skills will make all the
difference in your performance.

If you’re wondering where to start or what topics deserve your attention, this guide breaks
down everything you need to know to excel on the LPN entrance exam and get one step
closer to your nursing goals.

Understanding the LPN Entrance Exam

Before diving into what to study for the LPN entrance exam, it helps to understand the
purpose and structure of the test. Most LPN programs use entrance exams as a way to
assess a candidate’s readiness for the coursework ahead. These exams typically cover
foundational subjects that are critical to nursing education.

The test is designed not only to evaluate your academic knowledge but also to gauge your
critical thinking and problem-solving skills, both essential in the healthcare field. Entrance
exams can vary by school but usually include sections on math, reading comprehension,
science, and sometimes writing.

Key Components of the Exam

- **Math:** Focuses on basic arithmetic, fractions, decimals, ratios, and sometimes dosage
calculations relevant to nursing.
- **Reading Comprehension:** Tests your ability to understand and analyze written
passages.
- **Science:** Often covers basic biology, anatomy, physiology, and sometimes chemistry.
- **Writing Skills:** May include grammar, sentence structure, and short essay writing to
assess communication skills.

Understanding these components will help you structure your study plan effectively.

What to Study for LPN Entrance Exam: Core
Subject Areas

Knowing what to study for LPN entrance exam means diving into each subject area with



targeted preparation. Let’s explore these core topics in more detail.

Mathematics for LPN Entrance Exam

Math is a critical part of the LPN entrance exam because nurses frequently work with
medication dosages and vital measurements. You don’t need advanced calculus, but a
strong grasp of basic math concepts is essential.

Focus on:

- Addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division
- Fractions, decimals, and percentages
- Ratios and proportions
- Basic algebraic expressions
- Word problems related to healthcare scenarios
- Understanding measurement units (metric and household)
- Basic dosage calculations (e.g., calculating medication doses)

Practicing math problems regularly can reduce anxiety and improve speed. Using nursing-
specific math practice tests can also help you see how math applies to real nursing tasks.

Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary

Reading comprehension is not just about reading quickly; it’s about understanding and
interpreting information correctly — a vital skill for any nurse.

To prepare:

- Practice reading passages followed by comprehension questions.
- Work on identifying the main idea, supporting details, and making inferences.
- Learn common medical terminology and nursing vocabulary.
- Enhance your ability to understand instructions and patient information.

Building a wide vocabulary and strong reading skills will help you not only pass the exam
but also succeed in your nursing studies.

Science Knowledge Relevant to Nursing

Science is another cornerstone of the LPN entrance exam. You don’t need to be a science
expert, but understanding basic concepts in biology and human anatomy is crucial.

Key topics include:

- Human body systems (cardiovascular, respiratory, nervous, digestive, etc.)
- Basic cell biology



- Common diseases and infections
- Nutrition and health basics
- Introduction to pharmacology concepts
- Understanding medical terminology related to anatomy and physiology

Reviewing high school biology textbooks or online resources specifically designed for
nursing students can be incredibly beneficial.

Writing and Language Skills

Some LPN entrance exams include sections that test your ability to communicate clearly in
writing. This may involve grammar, punctuation, sentence structure, or writing a short
essay.

Focus areas:

- Grammar rules and common mistakes
- Punctuation and capitalization
- Constructing clear and concise sentences
- Organizing paragraphs logically
- Basic essay writing skills, including introductions and conclusions

Strong communication skills are essential in nursing for documenting patient care and
collaborating with healthcare teams.

Effective Study Strategies for the LPN Entrance
Exam

Knowing what to study for LPN entrance exam is just the first step. How you prepare is
equally important. Here are some tips to help you study smarter, not harder.

Create a Study Schedule

Consistency is key. Develop a study plan that breaks down subjects into manageable
chunks. Allocate more time to areas where you feel less confident. Regular, focused study
sessions—rather than cramming—lead to better retention.

Use Practice Tests

Taking practice exams is one of the best ways to prepare. They familiarize you with the test
format, time limits, and question styles. After each practice test, review your answers
carefully to identify weaknesses and adjust your study plan accordingly.



Join Study Groups or Classes

Sometimes studying with others can provide motivation and new perspectives. Joining LPN
entrance exam prep classes or local study groups can help you stay accountable and clarify
difficult concepts.

Utilize Online Resources

There are many online platforms offering free and paid resources tailored to LPN entrance
exam prep. Flashcards, video tutorials, and quizzes make studying interactive and
engaging. Look for materials that cover math, science, reading, and writing skills
comprehensively.

Focus on Test-Taking Skills

Beyond content knowledge, practice good test-taking techniques:

- Read each question carefully.
- Manage your time wisely.
- Eliminate obviously wrong answers.
- Don’t spend too long on a single question.
- Stay calm and take deep breaths if you feel anxious.

Additional Tips for Success

- **Know Your Exam Format:** Different schools may use different tests (TEAS, HESI,
Kaplan, or school-specific exams). Check which exam your program requires and tailor your
preparation accordingly.
- **Brush Up on Medical Terminology:** Even though it might not be a separate section,
knowing medical terms will help in reading comprehension and science questions.
- **Stay Healthy:** Good sleep, nutrition, and hydration can improve concentration and
memory during study and on exam day.
- **Ask for Help:** If you find certain topics challenging, consider tutoring or asking
instructors for guidance.

Preparing for the LPN entrance exam is a stepping stone toward a rewarding nursing
career. By focusing on math, science, reading, and writing, and using effective study
techniques, you can feel confident walking into the exam room. Remember, success comes
with preparation and persistence, so start early, stay committed, and you’ll be well on your
way to achieving your nursing goals.



Frequently Asked Questions

What subjects are commonly covered in the LPN
entrance exam?
The LPN entrance exam typically covers subjects such as math, reading comprehension,
science, and language skills to assess your foundational knowledge and readiness for the
program.

How important is math for the LPN entrance exam, and
what topics should I focus on?
Math is very important for the LPN entrance exam. You should focus on basic arithmetic,
fractions, decimals, percentages, ratios, and simple algebra to handle dosage calculations
and measurements.

Should I study biology or anatomy for the LPN entrance
exam?
Yes, reviewing basic biology and human anatomy is beneficial because the exam may
include questions related to body systems, medical terminology, and health concepts.

Are reading comprehension skills tested on the LPN
entrance exam?
Yes, reading comprehension is commonly tested to ensure you can understand and
interpret written medical information, instructions, and patient care scenarios.

What type of science topics should I prepare for the
LPN entrance exam?
Prepare for general science topics such as biology, chemistry basics, and human
physiology, focusing on concepts relevant to nursing and healthcare.

Is it necessary to study medical terminology for the LPN
entrance exam?
While not always directly tested, having a basic understanding of medical terminology can
help you comprehend questions and improve your overall performance.

How can I best prepare for the language skills section
of the LPN entrance exam?
To prepare, practice grammar, vocabulary, sentence structure, and spelling. Reading
nursing-related texts can also improve your language skills.



Are there any recommended study resources for the
LPN entrance exam?
Recommended resources include LPN entrance exam prep books, online practice tests,
flashcards for medical terminology, and review courses focusing on math, science, and
reading comprehension.

Additional Resources
What to Study for LPN Entrance Exam: A Detailed Guide for Aspiring Nurses

what to study for lpn entrance exam is a pivotal question for many aspiring Licensed
Practical Nurses (LPNs) who aim to enter the nursing field through a vocational or practical
nursing program. The LPN entrance exam serves as a critical screening tool by nursing
schools to evaluate candidates’ readiness and foundational knowledge before admission.
Understanding the content and structure of this exam is essential to formulate an effective
study plan. This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the key subjects and skills
candidates should focus on to maximize their chances of success on the LPN entrance
exam.

Understanding the LPN Entrance Exam Structure

Before diving into specific study topics, it’s important to comprehend the general format
and purpose of the LPN entrance exam. While the exact test format can vary by institution,
most exams assess core competencies in areas fundamental to nursing education and
practice. These tests typically include sections on reading comprehension, math skills,
science, and critical thinking abilities. Some exams may also test language usage and basic
computer literacy, reflecting the multifaceted nature of nursing responsibilities.

The exam is designed not only to gauge academic knowledge but also to evaluate practical
reasoning skills essential for patient care. Therefore, candidates should prepare for both
theoretical questions and applied problem-solving scenarios.

Core Subjects to Prioritize

The question of what to study for LPN entrance exam often centers on mastering a few
foundational subjects. Below is an outline of the primary content areas candidates should
focus on:

Mathematics: Math questions on LPN entrance exams typically cover basic
arithmetic, fractions, decimals, ratios, percentages, and sometimes algebra.
Candidates must be comfortable performing calculations without a calculator and
interpreting word problems related to medication dosages, measurements, and
conversions—skills directly applicable to nursing tasks.



Reading Comprehension: This section assesses the ability to understand and
analyze written passages. Candidates should practice interpreting medical texts,
instructions, and patient information, focusing on extracting key details, making
inferences, and identifying main ideas.

Science: The science portion usually includes basic biology, anatomy, physiology,
and sometimes chemistry. Understanding human body systems, cellular functions,
and basic medical terminology is crucial. Some exams also test knowledge of health
and safety concepts relevant to nursing.

English Language Skills: Grammar, punctuation, vocabulary, and sentence
structure are commonly evaluated. Effective communication is vital in nursing, making
this section important for assessing candidates’ ability to document and convey
information accurately.

The Role of Critical Thinking and Applied Knowledge

Apart from knowledge-based questions, many LPN entrance exams incorporate items that
assess critical thinking and problem-solving abilities. These questions evaluate how well
candidates can apply their knowledge in practical scenarios, such as prioritizing patient
care or interpreting clinical data. Developing skills in logical reasoning and decision-making
is, therefore, an essential part of preparation.

Practicing sample situational questions and case studies can enhance candidates’ readiness
for this dimension of the exam. Additionally, time management during the test is vital, as
these questions often require more in-depth analysis compared to straightforward
knowledge questions.

Effective Study Strategies for the LPN Entrance
Exam

Knowing what to study is only half the battle; how candidates approach their preparation
significantly influences outcomes. A structured and disciplined study plan tailored to the
exam’s content and format can greatly improve performance.

Utilizing Practice Tests and Review Materials

One of the most effective ways to prepare for the LPN entrance exam is by taking practice
tests that simulate the actual exam environment. These tests help familiarize candidates
with question types, timing, and difficulty levels. Moreover, reviewing incorrect answers
provides insight into areas needing improvement.

Many nursing schools and test-prep companies offer study guides and online resources



specifically designed for LPN entrance exams. These materials often break down content
into manageable sections and include practice questions that mirror those found on the
actual test.

Building a Strong Foundation in Core Subjects

Given the importance of math, reading, and science on the exam, candidates should
dedicate focused time to strengthening these areas. For instance, reviewing basic algebra
concepts and practicing dosage calculation problems can boost confidence in the math
section. Similarly, reading diverse medical and health-related texts can improve
comprehension skills.

Forming study groups or seeking tutoring in weaker subjects can also be beneficial. Peer
discussions often clarify difficult concepts and provide new perspectives on problem-
solving.

Incorporating Test-Taking Techniques

Beyond content mastery, understanding test-taking strategies can enhance performance.
Techniques such as process of elimination, time allocation per question, and reading
instructions carefully reduce errors and improve efficiency.

Stress management and maintaining a healthy study-life balance are equally important.
Regular breaks, adequate sleep, and mindfulness exercises contribute to better
concentration and retention of information.

Comparing LPN Entrance Exams: Variations and
Commonalities

While the core subjects remain consistent, it’s worth noting that the specific entrance exam
used can differ by state or institution. For example, some schools utilize the TEAS (Test of
Essential Academic Skills), while others prefer the HESI or their own proprietary tests.
Understanding the particular exam format is crucial for targeted preparation.

TEAS: Widely used, covering reading, math, science, and English.

HESI: Similar content areas but may include more complex science questions.

Custom Tests: Some programs design their own entrance exams tailored to their
curriculum focus.

Despite these differences, the fundamental subjects to study remain largely the same.



Candidates should verify with their chosen school regarding the specific exam format and
obtain relevant study materials accordingly.

The Impact of Entrance Exam Preparation on LPN
Program Admission

Admission to LPN programs can be competitive, and entrance exam scores often serve as a
significant determinant in the selection process. A high score can compensate for weaker
parts of an application, such as limited clinical experience or lower GPA.

Additionally, thorough preparation for the LPN entrance exam fosters essential skills that
serve students well throughout their nursing education and careers. Early exposure to
medical terminology, dosage calculations, and critical thinking establishes a solid
foundation for more advanced nursing coursework.

In contrast, inadequate preparation can lead to exam failure, delaying entry into the
program and increasing stress. Investing time in understanding what to study for LPN
entrance exam can therefore streamline the pathway to becoming a licensed practical
nurse.

---

Navigating the path to becoming an LPN begins with a clear grasp of the entrance exam’s
requirements. By focusing on core subjects such as mathematics, reading comprehension,
science, and English language skills, candidates can build the necessary knowledge base.
Complementing this with practice tests, targeted study strategies, and familiarity with test
formats ensures a well-rounded preparation approach. Ultimately, success on the LPN
entrance exam reflects both academic readiness and the practical aptitude essential for the
nursing profession.
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