chaco canyon guided tours

Chaco Canyon Guided Tours: Exploring the Heart of Ancestral Puebloan Culture

chaco canyon guided tours offer a unique window into one of North America’s most fascinating
archaeological sites. Nestled in the high desert of northwestern New Mexico, Chaco Canyon is a
UNESCO World Heritage Site renowned for its monumental ruins, astronomical alignments, and deep
cultural history. Taking a guided tour here is not just about seeing ancient stone buildings; it’s about
stepping back in time and immersing yourself in the stories of the Ancestral Puebloans who once

thrived in this remote and sacred landscape.

Why Choose Chaco Canyon Guided Tours?

Visiting Chaco Canyon independently can be rewarding, but a guided tour elevates the experience by
providing context, insight, and access to areas you might otherwise overlook. The site’s vast network
of Great Houses, kivas, and ceremonial structures is rich with symbolism and history that a
knowledgeable guide can help interpret. From explaining architectural marvels to sharing the

significance of petroglyphs and solar alignments, guides bring the canyon’s mysteries to life.

Expert Interpretation and Cultural Insights

One of the greatest benefits of joining a Chaco Canyon guided tour is learning from experts who
specialize in Ancestral Puebloan culture and archaeology. These guides often have years of
experience and can explain complex ideas in an engaging, approachable way. They share stories
about how the Chacoans built massive stone complexes without modern tools, how they traded with

distant communities, and how their astronomical observations influenced their architecture.



Enhanced Access and Safety

Because Chaco Canyon is located within a national park with fragile ruins and delicate ecosystems,
certain areas are protected to preserve their integrity. Guided tours often gain access to restricted
zones or provide safe routes that minimize impact on the environment. This ensures a responsible visit

while allowing you to appreciate the full scope of the canyon’s wonders.

Highlights of Chaco Canyon You’ll Discover on a Guided Tour

Great Houses and Architectural Marvels

Chaco Canyon is home to several massive Great Houses, such as Pueblo Bonito, Chetro Ketl, and
Casa Rinconada. These structures, some spanning multiple stories and hundreds of rooms, were built
between 850 and 1250 AD. Guided tours delve into the architectural techniques used, including the
precise stone masonry and the concept of kivas—circular ceremonial rooms that were central to

community life.

Petroglyphs and Rock Art

Throughout the canyon, ancient petroglyphs and rock art tell stories of the people who lived here. A
guide can help you interpret these symbols, which often depict animals, celestial bodies, and
mythological figures. Understanding these carvings provides a deeper appreciation for the spiritual and

cultural beliefs of the Chacoans.



Astronomical Alignments and Solar Observations

One of the most fascinating aspects of Chaco Canyon is its alignment with celestial events. Many
buildings align with solstices, equinoxes, and lunar cycles, indicating that astronomy played a critical
role in the community’s rituals and calendar. Guided tours often highlight these alignments, showing

how ancient people tracked the sun and moon to mark time and seasons.

Planning Your Chaco Canyon Guided Tour Experience

Best Time to Visit

The ideal time to explore Chaco Canyon is during the spring or fall when temperatures are mild, and
the desert landscape is especially vibrant. Summer can be hot and dry, while winter may bring snow,
making some trails challenging. Guided tours typically operate year-round but checking in advance for

seasonal availability is wise.

Choosing the Right Tour Provider

There are several companies and organizations offering guided tours at Chaco Canyon, ranging from
half-day walks to multi-day hikes. When selecting a tour, consider the guide’s expertise, group size,
and the tour’s focus—whether you prefer a historical overview, archaeological deep dive, or a nature-

oriented trek.

What to Bring and Prepare For



Chaco Canyon is remote, with limited amenities. Dressing in layers, bringing plenty of water, sun
protection, and sturdy walking shoes is essential. Your guide will often provide additional tips on what

to expect on the terrain and how to respect the site’s cultural significance.

Immersive Experiences Beyond the Ruins

Night Sky Programs

Thanks to its remote location, Chaco Canyon boasts some of the clearest dark skies in the United
States. Many guided tours include night sky programs where you can stargaze alongside experts who
explain the constellations as the Chacoans might have seen them. This connection between ancient

architecture and the cosmos is a highlight for many visitors.

Hiking and Exploring the Surrounding Landscape

While the Great Houses are the crown jewels, the surrounding canyon offers scenic hiking trails,
petroglyph panels, and natural features like waterfalls and mesas. Guided hikes often incorporate

these elements, providing a holistic view of the area’s natural and cultural heritage.

The Lasting Impact of Chaco Canyon Guided Tours

Participating in a guided tour at Chaco Canyon is more than just sightseeing—it’s a journey into the
heartbeat of an ancient civilization. Visitors often leave with a renewed sense of wonder for the
ingenuity of the Ancestral Puebloans and a deeper respect for the preservation of cultural history.
Whether you are a history buff, archaeology enthusiast, or simply a curious traveler, a Chaco Canyon

guided tour offers an enriching adventure that resonates long after the trip ends.



For anyone planning a visit, taking the time to engage with a knowledgeable guide ensures you don’t
just see the ruins—you understand their place in a vast, interconnected story spanning centuries. In the
quiet desert air, among the weathered stones and star-filled skies, Chaco Canyon reveals its secrets to

those willing to listen.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are Chaco Canyon guided tours?

Chaco Canyon guided tours are organized trips led by knowledgeable guides who provide historical,
cultural, and archaeological insights about Chaco Culture National Historical Park, a UNESCO World

Heritage Site in New Mexico.

When is the best time to take a guided tour of Chaco Canyon?

The best time to take a guided tour of Chaco Canyon is during the spring and fall months when the
weather is mild and pleasant, avoiding the extreme heat of summer and cold winters.

Are Chaco Canyon guided tours suitable for families?

Yes, many guided tours of Chaco Canyon are family-friendly and offer educational experiences that

are engaging for both children and adults.

How long do Chaco Canyon guided tours typically last?

Chaco Canyon guided tours typically last anywhere from 2 to 4 hours, depending on the specific tour

and areas covered within the park.

Do | need a reservation for a Chaco Canyon guided tour?

Reservations are highly recommended for Chaco Canyon guided tours, especially during peak tourist

seasons, to ensure availability and a better experience.



What should | bring on a Chaco Canyon guided tour?

Visitors should bring water, sun protection (hat, sunscreen), comfortable walking shoes, and a camera.

It's also advisable to dress in layers due to changing weather conditions.

Additional Resources

Chaco Canyon Guided Tours: Unlocking the Mysteries of an Ancient Cultural Landmark

Chaco Canyon guided tours offer an unparalleled opportunity to explore one of the most significant
archaeological sites in North America. Nestled in northwestern New Mexico, Chaco Canyon was a
major center of Ancestral Puebloan culture between 900 and 1150 AD. Today, it stands as a UNESCO
World Heritage Site, drawing historians, archaeologists, and curious travelers eager to uncover its
enigmatic ruins, astronomical alignments, and rich cultural heritage. With a variety of guided tour
options available, visitors can deepen their understanding of the site’s historical significance while
navigating the rugged terrain and appreciating the natural beauty of the Chaco Culture National

Historical Park.

Understanding Chaco Canyon: Historical Context and

Significance

Chaco Canyon served as a political, economic, and ceremonial hub for the Ancestral Puebloans. The
site’s monumental architecture, including massive multi-storied “great houses” such as Pueblo Bonito
and Chetro Ketl, reflects a sophisticated society with advanced engineering and astronomical

knowledge. The canyon’s alignment with solar and lunar cycles suggests it was not only a residential

center but also an astronomical observatory and religious focal point.

Despite its importance, much about Chaco Canyon remains a mystery, including the reasons for its

eventual abandonment. Guided tours provide critical insights by combining archaeological findings with



interpretive storytelling, enabling visitors to grasp the complexity of the site beyond the ruins

themselves.

The Value of Chaco Canyon Guided Tours

Exploring Chaco Canyon independently can be challenging due to its remote location, complex trail
systems, and the sensitive nature of the archaeological remains. Guided tours bridge this gap by

offering expert knowledge, contextual background, and safe passage through the park.

Expert Interpretation and Educational Benefits

Professional guides bring the site to life, sharing details about the construction techniques used by
ancient builders, the social and religious practices of the Ancestral Puebloans, and the significance of
celestial events marked by the canyon’s architecture. This educational component is invaluable for

visitors seeking a deeper understanding of the cultural landscape.

Access to Restricted Areas

Certain areas of Chaco Canyon are off-limits to the general public to protect fragile structures and
artifacts. Some guided tours include access to restricted sites or vantage points that provide unique

perspectives on the canyon’s grandeur, enhancing the overall experience.

Safety and Practical Considerations

The canyon’s environment can be harsh, with high desert conditions, fluctuating temperatures, and

limited facilities. Guides are equipped to manage these challenges, ensuring visitor safety during hikes



and outdoor activities. They can also assist with permits and logistics, which are often required for

access to the park.

Types of Chaco Canyon Guided Tours

Tour options vary widely, catering to different interests and levels of physical ability. Understanding the

distinctions can help visitors select the experience best suited to their goals.

Walking and Hiking Tours

These tours focus on exploring the archaeological sites on foot, offering close-up views of the great
houses, kivas, and petroglyphs. Guides lead groups along established trails, highlighting architectural
details and cultural narratives. Hiking tours may range from easy strolls to more strenuous treks,

depending on the itinerary.

Stargazing and Astronomy Tours

Given Chaco Canyon’s astronomical alignments, several tours emphasize night sky observation.
Expert guides explain the significance of solar solstices, lunar standstills, and star alignments as they
relate to the canyon’s design. These tours often combine daytime site visits with nocturnal astronomy

sessions, providing a holistic perspective.

Photography and Specialized Cultural Tours

For photographers and cultural enthusiasts, specialized tours focus on capturing the canyon’s

landscape and ruins in optimal lighting conditions or on exploring the indigenous cultural heritage



connected to the site. Some tours incorporate visits to nearby pueblos or cultural centers for a broader

understanding of regional history.

Comparing Chaco Canyon Guided Tour Providers

Several companies and organizations offer guided tours, each with distinct features, price points, and

levels of expertise. When selecting a provider, consider the following factors:
* Guide Credentials: Look for guides with archaeological or anthropological backgrounds or those
affiliated with the National Park Service.

o Tour Duration and Intensity: Options range from short half-day excursions to multi-day immersive

experiences.

¢ Group Size: Smaller groups often provide a more personalized experience and easier interaction

with guides.
¢ Inclusion of Special Access: Some tours include permits to areas not open to the general public.

¢ Pricing and Packages: Compare costs, what’s included (transportation, meals, equipment), and

cancellation policies.

For instance, National Park Service ranger-led tours offer authoritative information and free access but
may have limited scheduling and larger group sizes. Private companies, meanwhile, can provide

customized itineraries and off-trail experiences but at a premium cost.



Practical Tips for Visitors Considering Chaco Canyon Guided

Tours

Preparation is essential for a successful visit to Chaco Canyon. The following considerations can

enhance the experience:
* Book in Advance: Guided tours, especially during peak seasons, fill quickly due to limited
capacity.
e Physical Fitness: Choose tours that match your fitness level, some hikes can be strenuous.

o Weather Awareness: The high desert climate can be extreme; bring sun protection, water, and

layered clothing.

¢ Respect Cultural Sensitivity: The site is sacred to modern Pueblo peoples; adhere to guidelines

and behave respectfully.

* Photography Policies: Verify if photography is allowed in certain areas, especially inside

restricted zones.

Why Chaco Canyon Guided Tours Remain Essential for Cultural

Preservation

Beyond visitor experience, guided tours play a crucial role in preserving Chaco Canyon’s integrity.

Educated guides help prevent damage by enforcing park regulations and educating visitors on



appropriate conduct. Additionally, tours often contribute financially to conservation efforts, ensuring that

future generations can continue to explore this archaeological treasure.

In an era where cultural heritage faces numerous threats, the interpretive narrative offered by guided
tours fosters a deeper appreciation and awareness that transcends mere sightseeing. They enable

visitors to connect with the ancient past while supporting ongoing research and preservation initiatives.

Exploring Chaco Canyon through guided tours transforms a visit into a meaningful journey into the
heart of Ancestral Puebloan civilization. Whether through intimate hikes, stargazing experiences, or
cultural deep dives, these tours illuminate the canyon’s mysteries and invite thoughtful reflection on

human history and ingenuity.
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chaco canyon guided tours: Fodor's Official Guide to Americas National Parks Inc. Fodor's
Travel Publications, 2004 Thoroughly revised and updated, this comprehensive guide to America's
National Parks encompasses detailed descriptions of nearly four hundred National Park areas, along
with information on regulations, fees, access tips, locator maps, regional itineraries, weather charts,
lodging and dining options, campgrounds, and more. Original.

chaco canyon guided tours: He and Him Claude Britt Jr., 2012-08-16 He and Him is an
autobiography dealing with both psychology and archaeology in the author's life. He was born
during the Great Depression. His parents were an Ohio .farmerette and a man from the Tennessee
mountains who had become an alcoholic on moonshine whiskey. It was a dysfunctional family from
the start. The mom soon developed very serious emotional problems apparently because she wasn't
satisfied with the man whom she had married. When the author was a six-year-old boy she told him
that she planned to take him and leave his dad. However, she did the exact opposite and had more
kids. Upon adding more offspring to the household; the author, then seven years old, became the
victim of terrible physical and emotional abuse, as well as complete neglect. From the age of seven
the author had to essentially raise himself. He tried to avoid his parents as much as possible by
spending his days in the fields and meadows by himself collecting butterflies, pretty rocks, and
looking for prehistoric Indian arrowheads. After finding a few Indian arrowheads on farms in Ohio
he started a collection of Indian arrowheads and other artifacts at a very young age. His collection
eventually turned into a very renowned private museum as he got a little older. When the author was
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almost thirteen years old his parents quit farming and started operating their own country store in a
different community. Chapter 3 in this book describes life in country stores in Ohio during the 1940s
and 1950s. The author lived in such a country store environment until he turned eighteen and went
away to college. He was the first of any of his relatives to ever go away to college. His mother
furnished him money to attend college, but he did it completely on his own with absolutely no family
encouragement or support to get a degree. From the time that the author started getting educated
his mom refused to ever call him by his given name. She only referred to him as either He or Him.
Others in the family soon became full of covetousness towards him because they perceived that he
had advantages which they didn't have. Competitive jealousy of others in the household mounted,
their believing that they had to try to outdo the educated member of the family. A long, drawn-out,
bitter family war against the author ensued. Disrespect for the author's higher education continued
in later years by not only the third generation, but also by in-laws who didn't even know the author
when he was in college! After receiving both a BS degree and an MA degree in geology, with a
master's thesis dealing with archaeology of Archaic Indian sites near his hometown, the author took
a temporary summer job as a national park ranger at Canyon de Chelly National Monument at
Chinle, Arizona. Canyon de Chelly is located in the center of the vast Navajo Indian Reservation.
Getting to live and work in such a beautiful natural area was like a dream come true. That first
summers work at Canyon de Chelly motivated the author to eventually work as a seasonal park
ranger in six other national parks and monuments. After working at Canyon de Chelly for one
summer , the author ended up going back to Arizona where he lived for ten more years. He married
a woman in Kansas who he hardly even knew, then he went to the University of Arizona where he
spent two years working towards a PhD degree. After that, he and his wife spent eight more years
back on the Navajo Indian Reservation. During those years on the reservation he taught Navajo
Indian children on a substitute teaching certificate. It was a full-time job in the winter. Almost all of
his students were Navajo Indians. He taught all grade levels from kindergarten through high school.
Chapters 6, 7, and 8 of this book are devoted to stories about life in remote areas of the reservation
in the 1960s and 1970s. At that time the author's doctor and grocery stores were 145 miles from
where he lived. There we

chaco canyon guided tours: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Arizona & the Grand Canyon DK,
2015-11-03 DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Arizona & the Grand Canyon is your in-depth guide to the
very best of Arizona and the most spectacular natural wonder on Earth. A visit to the Grand Canyon
is a must, but Arizona also has a rich state history and culture. From civilizations that date back
thousands of years to ghost towns and historic recreations like Ottoman and Tombstone to modern
cities like Phoenix and Tucson, Arizona truly offers a little bit of everything. Discover DK Eyewitness
Travel Guide: Arizona & the Grand Canyon: + Detailed itineraries and don't-miss destination
highlights at a glance. + Illustrated cutaway 3-D drawings of important sights. + Floor plans and
guided visitor information for major museums. + Guided walking tours, local drink and dining
specialties to try, things to do, and places to eat, drink, and shop by area. + Area maps marked with
sights. + Insights into history and culture to help you understand the stories behind the sights. +
Hotel and restaurant listings highlight DK Choice special recommendations. With hundreds of
full-color photographs, hand-drawn illustrations, and custom maps that illuminate every page, DK
Eyewitness Travel Guide: Arizona & the Grand Canyon truly shows you this state as no one else can.

chaco canyon guided tours: America's National Parks Fodor's, 2009 Contains detailed
descriptions of nearly four hundred national park areas, along with regulations, fees, access tips,
locator maps, regional itineraries, weather charts, lodging and dining options, and campgrounds.

chaco canyon guided tours: Fodor's Best Road Trips in the USA Fodor’s Travel Guides,
2021-11-30 Whether you want to drive Route 66, head out on the Pacific Coast Highway, or explore
the Blue Ridge Parkway, the local Fodor’s travel experts across the United States are here to help!
Fodor’s Best Road Trips in the USA guidebook is packed with maps, carefully curated
recommendations, and everything else you need to simplify your trip-planning process and make the
most of your time. This brand new title has been designed with an easy-to-read layout, fresh



information, and beautiful color photos. Fodor’s Best Road Trips in the USA travel guide includes:
AN ILLUSTRATED ULTIMATE EXPERIENCES GUIDE to the top thing to see and do in every state
50 ROAD TRIP ITINERARIES to effectively organize your days and maximize your time MORE THAN
60 DETAILED MAPS to help you navigate confidently COLOR PHOTOS throughout to spark your
wanderlust! HONEST RECOMMENDATIONS FROM LOCALS on the best sights, restaurants, hotels,
nightlife, shopping, performing arts, activities, and more TRIP-PLANNING TOOLS AND PRACTICAL
TIPS including when to go, driving there and back, and recommended pit stops along the way
HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL INSIGHTS providing rich context on the local people, politics, art,
architecture, cuisine, music, geography and more LOCAL WRITERS to help you find the
under-the-radar gems UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE ON: Alabama, Alaska, Arizona, Arkansas, California,
Colorado, Connecticut, Delaware, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Mississippi, Missouri,
Montana, Nebraska, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina,
North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota,
Tennessee, Texas, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, Washington, West Virginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming
Planning on visiting certain destinations in the United States? Check out Fodor’s Alaska, Fodor’s
Arizona and the Grand Canyon, Fodor’s Black Hills of South Dakota, Fodor’s California, Fodor’s
Carolinas and Georgia, Fodor’s Chicago, Fodor’s Colorado, Fodor’s Florida, Fodor’s Essential
Hawaii, Fodor’s InFocus Santa Fe, Fodor’s Inside Nashville, Fodor’s Las Vegas, Fodor’s Montana
and Wyoming, Fodor’s Complete National Parks, Fodor’s National Parks of the West, Fodor’s New
England, Fodor’s New Orleans, Fodor’s New York City, Fodor’s Pacific Northwest, Fodor’s
Philadelphia, Fodor’s Utah, and Fodor’s Washington DC. *Important note for digital editions: The
digital edition of this guide does not contain all the images or text included in the physical edition.
ABOUT FODOR'S AUTHORS: Each Fodor's Travel Guide is researched and written by local experts.
Fodor’s has been offering expert advice for all tastes and budgets for over 80 years. For more travel
inspiration, you can sign up for our travel newsletter at fodors.com/newsletter/signup, or follow us
@FodorsTravel on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We invite you to join our friendly community of
travel experts at fodors.com/community to ask any other questions and share your experience with
us!

chaco canyon guided tours: Insight Guides Colorado: Travel Guide eBook Insight Guides,
2021-11-16 Insight Guides Colorado Travel made easy. Ask local experts. Comprehensive travel
guide packed with inspirational photography and fascinating cultural insights. From deciding when
to go, to choosing what to see when you arrive, this guide to Colorado is all you need to plan your
perfect trip, with insider information on must-see, top attractions like Denver Art Museum, Pikes
Peak and the Old Fort National Historic Site, and cultural gems like the serrated alpine peaks of the
Rocky Mountains, winery tours through Grand Junction and steep drives along the San Juan Skyway
with its million-dollar views Features of this travel guide to Colorado: - Inspirational colour
photography: discover the best destinations, sights and excursions, and be inspired by stunning
imagery - Historical and cultural insights: immerse yourself in Colorado's rich history and culture,
and learn all about its people, art and traditions - Practical full-colour maps: with every major sight
and listing highlighted, the full-colour maps make on-the-ground navigation easy - Editor's Choice:
uncover the best of Colorado with our pick of the region's top destinations - Key tips and essential
information: packed full of important travel information, from transport and tipping to etiquette and
hours of operation - Covers: The Northwest Corner, Steamboat Springs, Rocky Mountain National
Park, Boulder and Environs, Denver, The Eastern Plains, I-70 & the High Rockies, Colorado Springs
and Environs, San Luis Valley, San Juan Mountains, Aspen and the Central Rockies, Mesa Verde and
the Southwest Corner. Looking for a specific guide to the USA? Check out Insight Guides Alaska for
a detailed and entertaining look at all the area has to offer.

chaco canyon guided tours: Explorer's Guide New Mexico (Second Edition) Sharon
Niederman, 2014-03-03 An illuminating, in-depth guide that ventures beyond the major destinations
and interstates to the real, living New Mexico and its small towns, two-lane roads, hometown cafés,



ghost towns, sacred sites, historic structures, and spectacular natural landscapes. New Mexico
author Sharon Niederman has been traveling, writing about, and photographing her home state for
over two decades. In this second revised and updated edition of Explorer’s Guide New Mexico, she
brings home the best of New Mexico’s cuisine, lodging, and natural environment. With this
comprehensive guide, you can explore spectacular, breathtaking hikes and drives; discover
treasures created by local artists; find festivals that celebrate native traditions; get indispensable
advice on local attractions; and meet the people who will make your visit to the Land of
Enchantment the experience of a lifetime. As with all Explorer’s Guides, handy icons point out places
of extra value, family-friendly establishments, wheelchair access, and lodgings that accept pets. An
introductory section provides an outstanding overview of facts and figures, recreational
opportunities, scenic byways, monuments, and historic timelines.

chaco canyon guided tours: The Rough Guide to Southwest USA: Travel Guide eBook Rough
Guides, 2024-10-14 This Southwest USA guidebook is perfect for independent travellers planning a
longer trip. It features all of the must-see sights and a wide range of off-the-beaten-track places. It
also provides detailed practical information on preparing for a trip and what to do on the ground.
This Southwest USA guidebook covers: The Four Corners, Santa Fe and northern New Mexico,
Albuquerque and southern New Mexico, Phoenix and southern Arizona, Flagstaff and central
Arizona, The Grand Canyon, Southern Utah, Las Vegas. Inside this Southwest USA travel book,
you’ll find: A wide range of sights - Rough Guides experts have hand-picked places for travellers
with different needs and desires: off-the-beaten-track adventures, family activities or chilled-out
breaks Itinerary examples - created for different time frames or types of trip Practical information -
how to get to Southwest USA, all about public transport, food and drink, shopping, travelling with
children, sports and outdoor activities, tips for travellers with disabilities and more Author picks and
things not to miss in Southwest USA - Canyon de Chelly, Santa Fe, Acoma Pueblo, The Durango &
Silverton Railroad, Toroweap Point, Saguaro National Park, Tombstone, White Sands National Park,
Monument Valley, La Posada, Mesa Verde, Lincoln, Taos Pueblo, Las Vegas, Byrce Canyon,
Albuquerque International Balloon Fiesta, Navajo Fair, Havasu Falls, Delicate Arch, Utah Insider
recommendations - tips on how to beat the crowds, save time and money, and find the best local
spots When to go to Southwest USA - high season, low season, climate information and festivals
Where to go - a clear introduction to Southwest USA with key places and a handy overview
Extensive coverage of regions, places and experiences - regional highlights, sights and places for
different types of travellers, with experiences matching different needs Places to eat, drink and stay
- hand-picked restaurants, cafes, bars and hotels Practical info at each site - hours of operation,
websites, transit tips, charges Colour-coded mapping - with keys and legends listing sites
categorised as highlights, eating, accommodation, shopping, drinking and nightlife Background
information for connoisseurs - history, culture, art, architecture, film, books, religion, diversity Fully
updated post-COVID-19 The guide provides a comprehensive and rich selection of places to see and
things to do in Southwest USA, as well as great planning tools. It’s the perfect companion, both
ahead of your trip and on the ground.

chaco canyon guided tours: Holiday and Vacation Planning Guide to the Federal Parks
of the Southwest United States. National Park Service. Southwest Region. Public Affairs Office,
1977

chaco canyon guided tours: The Good Alternative Travel Guide Mark Mann, Zainem Ibrahim,
2013-10-11 * Stay with indigenous tribes in the Amazon * Dog-sled with the Inuit in the Arctic * Walk
the Songlines of central Australia with Aboriginal guides * Learn African drumming in Ghana or how
to dance salsa in Cuba Bored with the same old package tours and identikit resorts? Then this book
is your key to a whole new world of inspirational holidays. Throughout Asia, Africa, the Americas and
the Pacific, tribal people and rural villagers are setting up their own tours - and they want you to
visit. These holidays are a better alternative. Better for you, with real insights into local life and
culture in some of the most beautiful places on earth; better for the people you visit, leaving them
with more money and supporting local development projects; and better for the environment,



offering sustainable alternative incomes for communities living in threatened ecosystems. Compiled
by Mark Mann for Tourism Concern, Europe's leading ethical tourism organization, this updated
version of The Community Tourism Guide is still the only guide to this type of holiday. It not only
explains the principles of 'community-based tourism', but also lists hundreds of guesthouses and
tours, with full contact details to help you arrange your next holiday.

chaco canyon guided tours: Native American Landmarks and Festivals Yvonne Wakim Dennis,
Arlene Hirschfelder, 2018-12-01 A state-by-state (and Canada too!) tour of monuments, events, sites,
and festivals of Indigenous American history From ancient rock drawings, historic sites, and modern
museums to eco- and cultural tourism, sports events and powwows, the Native American Landmarks
and Festivals: A Traveler’s Guide to Indigenous United States and Canada provides a fascinating
tour of the rich heritage of Indigenous people across the continent. Whether it’s the annual All
Indian Rodeo in Las Vegas, Nevada, a dog-sledding trek in Arctic Bay, Nunavut, or a rough ride to
the ancient Kaunolu Village Site on Lanai, Hawaii, there is lots more to experience in the Indigenous
world right around the corner, including ... The Montezuma Castle National Monument Trail of Tears
National Historic Trail The Red Earth Festival in Oklahoma City The Autry Museum of the American
West The Mashantucket Pequot Museum & Research Center The Thunderbird Powwow The First
Nations Film and Video Festival in various cities and states The Angel Mounds State Memorial The
Harvest Moon American Indian Festival The Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument Canada’s
National Aboriginal Veterans Monument And hundreds more! Native American Landmarks and
Festivals guides the traveler to 729 landmarks, sites, festivals, and events in all 50 states and
Canada. Travelers not only read about the history and traditions for each site, but maps, photos,
illustrations, addresses and websites are also included to help further exploration. This book lets the
reader choose from a vast array of “authentic” adventures such as dog sledding, camping in a tip,
hunting and fishing expeditions, researching the history with the people who made the history,
making crafts, herbal walks, building and sailing in canoes, hiking along ancient routes, exploring
rock art, and preparing and eating Native foods. Organized by region, Indigenous enterprises are
included in state and federal parks, including federal and international heritage sites, public and
private museums and non-Native events that include Indigenous voice. This convenient reference
also has a helpful bibliography and an extensive index, adding to its usefulness. Whether traveling
by car, plane, or armchair, Native American Landmarks and Festivals: A Traveler’s Guide to
Indigenous United States and Canada will bring hours of enjoyable discovery.

chaco canyon guided tours: New Mexico Lance Chilton, 1984 Discusses New Mexico's
history, climate, geography, people, economy, education, religion, arts, and literature, and describes
eighteen tours through each section of the state

chaco canyon guided tours: Fodor's Colorado Fodor's Travel Guides, 2023-07-25 Whether you
want to explore Denver, ski in Vail, or hike in Rocky Mountain National Park, the local Fodor's travel
experts in Colorado are here to help! Fodor's Colorado guidebook is packed with maps, carefully
curated recommendations, and everything else you need to simplify your trip-planning process and
make the most of your time. Fodor's Colorado travel guide includes: AN ILLUSTRATED ULTIMATE
EXPERIENCES GUIDE to the top things to see and do MULTIPLE ITINERARIES to effectively
organize your days and maximize your time MORE THAN 25 DETAILED MAPS to help you navigate
confidently COLOR PHOTOS throughout to spark your wanderlust! HONEST RECOMMENDATIONS
FROM LOCALS on the best sights, restaurants, hotels, nightlife, shopping, performing arts,
activities, side-trips, and more PHOTO-FILLED “BEST OF” FEATURES on “What to Eat and Drink in
Colorado,” “What to Buy in Colorado,” “Best Outdoor Adventures in Colorado,” “Best Wildlife in
Colorado,” and more TRIP-PLANNING TOOLS AND PRACTICAL TIPS including when to go, getting
around, beating the crowds, and saving time and money HISTORICAL AND CULTURAL INSIGHTS
providing rich context on the local people, politics, art, architecture, cuisine, geography and more
SPECIAL FEATURES on “Microbreweries in Colorado”, “What to Watch and Read Before Your Trip”,
and more LOCAL WRITERS to help you find the under-the-radar gems UP-TO-DATE COVERAGE ON:
Denver, Aspen, Vail, Boulder, Rocky Mountain National Park, Fort Collins, Black Canyon of the



Gunnison National Park, Colorado Springs, Mesa Verde National Park, Steamboat Springs, Great
Sand Dunes National Park, the San Luis Valley, and more. Planning on visiting the rest of the
American West? Check out Fodor's National Parks of the West, Fodor's Arizona and the Grand
Canyon, Fodor's Utah, Fodor's Montana and Wyoming, and Fodor's In Focus Santa Fe. *Important
note for digital editions: The digital edition of this guide does not contain all the images or text
included in the physical edition. ABOUT FODOR'S AUTHORS: Each Fodor's Travel Guide is
researched and written by local experts. Fodor's has been offering expert advice for all tastes and
budgets for over 80 years. For more travel inspiration, you can sign up for our travel newsletter at
fodors.com/newsletter/signup, or follow us @FodorsTravel on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter. We
invite you to join our friendly community of travel experts at fodors.com/community to ask any other
questions and share your experience with us!

chaco canyon guided tours: Explorer's Guide New Mexico 2nd Edition Sharon Niederman,
2014-03-03 Features recommendations for dining, lodging, transportation, shopping, recreational
activities, landmarks, and cultural opportunities in New Mexico.

chaco canyon guided tours: The Rough Guide to the USA Samantha Cook, 2011-03-01 The
Rough Guide to the USA is your authoritative state-by-state guidebook to this vast and fascinating
country. From Mardi Gras in New Orleans to New England in the fall, from the Las Vegas Strip to
Yellowstone National Park, the introduction provides a lively overview of the things not to miss. The
country's history, culture and people are covered in depth throughout the guide, while clear and
accurate maps for every region, state and major city provide the information you need to plan your
trip. Opinionated reviews of the best places to stay, eat and drink, both on and off the beaten track,
include author picks that highlight options especially worth seeking out. Count on plenty of expert
advice on a wide range of activities, from touring Louisiana's Cajun country to experiencing New
York City's nightlife, as well as lists of Rough Guide favourites designed to help you make the most
of your travels in the USA.

chaco canyon guided tours: Roadside Guide to Indian Ruins & Rock Art of the Southwest
Gordon Sullivan, 2005 At archeological sites throughout Colorado, New Mexico, Arizona and Utah,
the ancient inhabitants of the American Southwest have left a rich legacy built and etched in stone -
places to witness sheer ingenuity and pay tribute to the roots of Native American culture. With color
photographs, maps, and detailed entries, this handsome volume spotlights the most accessible,
visitor-friendly sites to explore. Also included are suggested travel routes for those wishing to tour
multiple sites.

chaco canyon guided tours: America's Great Southwest Laurence A. Cole Ph.D., 2013-01-04
This book is either a coffee table book or travel guide, using pictures to help you choose your travel
destination.

chaco canyon guided tours: Pages of Stone Lucy Chronic, Halka Chronic, 2004-03-01 *
Expanded to include Grand Staircase/Escalante, Vermilion Cliffs, Canyons of the Ancients, Dinosaur,
and Hovenweep National Monuments * Color photo insert * Many sights accessible by car From the
sheer-walled magnificence of Zion to the breathtaking intricacy of Bryce Canyon's sculptured
turrets; from the Grand Staircase of the Vermilion Cliffs, and Pink Cliffs in southern Utah to the
volcanic lavas of Sunset Crater: two geologists describe the star attractions of 24 national parks and
monuments. New sidebars provide closer looks at specific details such as the large numbers of
dinosaur footprints in and around Arches National Park and geology's profound effect on ancient
Pueblo peoples and how they lived. Geologist Halka Chronic is the author of several books on
geology. Geologist Lucy Chronic has served as a park interpreter at Bandelier National Monument in
Los Alamos, New Mexico. Grand Staircase, Escalante, Vermilion Cliffs, Canyons of the Ancients,
Dinosaur, Hovenweep National Monuments, Zion, Bryce Canyon, Grand Staircase of the Vermilion
Cliffs, Pink Cliffs in southern Utah, volcanic lavas of Sunset Crater, geologists, dinosaur footprints in
and around Arches National Park

chaco canyon guided tours: Arizona and the Grand Canyon DK Travel, 2022-06-14 The best
things to do in Arizona and the Four Corners, including the magnificent Grand Canyon and the



spectacular Monument Valley, are showcased with fantastic photography, illustrations, and detailed
descriptions. Explore the diverse towns and cities of Flagstaff, Phoenix, and Tucson, before heading
to admire Canyon de Chelly National Monument, known for its archaeological sites and spectacular
scenery. Discover DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Arizona & the Grand Canyon. Hotel and restaurant
listings and recommendations. Detailed itineraries and don't-miss destination highlights at a glance.
[llustrated cutaway 3-D drawings of important sights. Floor plans and guided visitor information for
major museums. Guided walking tours, local drink and dining specialties to try, things to do, and
places to eat, drink, and shop by area. Area maps marked with sights and restaurants. Detailed city
maps include street finder index for easy navigation. Insights into history and culture to help you
understand the stories behind the sights. Suggested day-trips and itineraries to explore beyond the
city. With hundreds of full-color photographs, hand-drawn illustrations, and custom maps that
illuminate every page, DK Eyewitness Travel Guide: Arizona & the Grand Canyon truly shows you
this state as no one else can. Series Overview: DK Eyewitness Travel Guide Top 10s are handy travel
guides that take the work out of planning a trip. Packed with amazing ideas, informative maps,
insider tips, and useful advice, DK's Top 10 guides lead you to the very best your destination has to
offer. The pocket size make these the perfect guide to take on vacation. Discover the history, art,
architecture, and culture of your destination through Top 10 lists, from the best museums, bars, and
sights to the places to avoid.
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