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PhD in Physical Therapy Salary: What You Need to Know About Earnings and Career
Growth

PhD in physical therapy salary is a topic that often piques the interest of many aspiring
professionals and current practitioners looking to elevate their careers. Pursuing a
doctorate in physical therapy not only advances your expertise but also opens doors to
diverse opportunities beyond clinical practice. If you’re wondering how a PhD in physical
therapy impacts your earning potential, job roles, and long-term career prospects, this
article will provide a comprehensive, insightful look into those aspects.

Understanding the PhD in Physical Therapy

Before diving into salary specifics, it’s important to clarify what a PhD in physical therapy
entails. Unlike the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT), which is a clinical degree preparing
you for direct patient care, a PhD focuses on research, academia, and advanced scientific
understanding of physical therapy principles. This path is ideal for those interested in
contributing to the body of knowledge in rehabilitation sciences, teaching at universities,
or leading research projects.

Distinguishing Between DPT and PhD Earnings

Many confuse the DPT and PhD degrees when considering salary expectations. While DPT
holders typically work as clinical therapists with salaries aligned to healthcare
practitioners, PhD holders often pursue roles in academia, research institutions, or
specialized clinical leadership positions. This distinction influences salary ranges
significantly.

Average Salary Range for PhD in Physical Therapy
Graduates

Salaries for individuals with a PhD in physical therapy can vary widely depending on their
career path, geographic location, and experience. Generally, PhD holders tend to earn
more than those with just a DPT due to their specialized expertise and leadership roles.

Academic Positions: Professors and lecturers in physical therapy departments
typically earn between $70,000 and $110,000 annually. Senior faculty or tenured
professors can earn upwards of $120,000, especially at prestigious universities.

Research Roles: Researchers working in universities, private institutions, or



government-funded projects can expect salaries ranging from $65,000 to $105,000,
depending on the complexity and funding of their projects.

Clinical Leadership and Administration: PhD holders in managerial or director
roles in healthcare facilities often see salaries from $90,000 to $130,000 or more,
reflecting their combined clinical experience and advanced qualifications.

Factors Influencing Salary Variations

Several factors determine the exact salary you might earn with a PhD in physical therapy:

Location: Metropolitan areas and states with higher costs of living typically offer
larger salaries.

Experience: Advanced experience, especially in research or leadership, can
significantly boost earnings.

Type of Employer: Universities, hospitals, private research firms, and government
agencies each have different pay scales.

Funding and Grants: Researchers with successful grant acquisition histories may
command higher compensation.

Career Opportunities and Salary Growth After
Earning a PhD

Holding a PhD in physical therapy expands your career options far beyond traditional
clinical roles. This broad scope can directly influence your earning potential.

Academic and Teaching Careers

If teaching is your passion, a PhD qualifies you for faculty positions where salaries often
increase with tenure and research achievements. Professors who publish extensively,
secure research funding, and take on administrative roles can experience substantial
salary growth.

Research Scientist Roles



A PhD equips you to lead cutting-edge research in rehabilitation science, biomechanics, or
neurophysiology. Research scientists working in private companies or government
agencies may see salaries climb as they progress to senior scientist or principal
investigator positions.

Healthcare Administration and Policy

Some PhD graduates transition into healthcare administration or policy-making roles,
where they influence clinical guidelines and program development. These roles often offer
lucrative salaries and the chance to impact physical therapy practices on a larger scale.

How to Maximize Your PhD in Physical Therapy
Salary

Understanding the factors that can enhance your earning potential is key to making the
most of your advanced degree.

Build a Strong Research Portfolio

Publishing research papers, presenting at conferences, and securing grants not only
bolster your academic reputation but also increase your value to employers and funding
bodies.

Gain Teaching and Leadership Experience

Taking on leadership roles in academic committees, mentoring students, or coordinating
programs can lead to promotions and higher pay.

Consider Geographic Mobility

Being open to relocating to regions with higher demand or better funding for physical
therapy research can significantly affect your salary.

Network within Professional Organizations

Joining associations such as the American Physical Therapy Association (APTA) or
specialty research groups can provide job leads, collaboration opportunities, and insights
into salary trends.



Comparing PhD Salaries to Other Healthcare
Doctorates

It’s useful to understand how a PhD in physical therapy salary stacks up against other
healthcare doctorates. For example, DPT graduates often earn between $80,000 and
$100,000 early in their careers, focusing on clinical practice. In contrast, a PhD holder
might start slightly lower in academia but can surpass that with senior roles.

Similarly, doctorates in nursing (PhD or DNP) or occupational therapy may offer
comparable or higher salaries depending on the role and setting. The key advantage of a
PhD in physical therapy is the ability to influence research and education, opening long-
term growth opportunities.

Trends Affecting the Future of PhD Salaries in
Physical Therapy

As healthcare evolves, so too do the roles and remuneration for physical therapy
professionals with advanced degrees.

Increasing Emphasis on Evidence-Based Practice

With a growing focus on research-backed therapies, PhD holders are in demand to
validate and innovate treatment protocols, potentially driving salaries upward.

Expansion of Interdisciplinary Research

Collaborations between physical therapy, neuroscience, engineering, and technology fields
create exciting opportunities for PhD researchers, often accompanied by competitive
funding and pay.

Telehealth and Digital Rehabilitation

The rise of telehealth services opens new avenues for research and leadership in remote
physical therapy interventions, expanding job markets for PhD graduates.

Is Pursuing a PhD in Physical Therapy Worth It



Financially?

While a PhD requires a significant investment of time and effort, the salary prospects and
career flexibility it offers are compelling. Beyond direct earnings, the degree grants you
influence over the future of physical therapy practice, education, and research.

If your goal is to contribute meaningfully to the field, lead innovative projects, or shape
educational programs, a PhD can be a rewarding path both intellectually and financially.
However, it’s essential to align your career goals with the realities of academic and
research job markets.

In the end, a PhD in physical therapy salary reflects not just the degree but your ability to
leverage it through strategic career choices, continuous learning, and networking.
Whether you aspire to teach, research, or lead, the doctoral journey can open doors to
fulfilling and well-compensated opportunities.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the average salary for someone with a PhD in
Physical Therapy?
The average salary for individuals with a PhD in Physical Therapy typically ranges from
$80,000 to $120,000 per year, depending on factors such as location, experience, and type
of employer.

How does having a PhD in Physical Therapy affect
earning potential compared to a DPT?
A PhD in Physical Therapy often leads to higher earning potential than a Doctor of
Physical Therapy (DPT) degree because it opens opportunities in research, academia, and
leadership roles, which tend to offer higher salaries.

What factors influence the salary of a PhD in Physical
Therapy?
Factors influencing salary include geographic location, years of experience, type of
employer (academic institution, hospital, private practice), research grants, and additional
certifications or specializations.

Are salaries for PhD holders in Physical Therapy higher
in academia or clinical practice?
PhD holders in Physical Therapy generally earn higher salaries in academia, especially in
tenure-track faculty positions or administrative roles, compared to clinical practice roles,
which often prioritize clinical experience over research credentials.



What career paths with a PhD in Physical Therapy offer
the highest salary potential?
Career paths such as university professor, research scientist, department director, or
consultant in the healthcare industry typically offer the highest salary potential for
individuals with a PhD in Physical Therapy.

Additional Resources
PhD in Physical Therapy Salary: An In-Depth Analysis of Earnings and Career Prospects

phd in physical therapy salary is a subject of considerable interest among prospective
students and professionals aiming to advance their careers in the field of physical therapy.
As the healthcare industry evolves, higher academic qualifications such as a Doctor of
Philosophy (PhD) in Physical Therapy not only open doors to research, academia, and
leadership roles but also impact earning potential. Understanding the nuances of salary
expectations for those holding a PhD in physical therapy requires a comprehensive look at
various factors including job roles, geographic location, experience, and sector of
employment.

Understanding the Value of a PhD in Physical
Therapy

A PhD in Physical Therapy represents the highest level of academic achievement in the
discipline, emphasizing research, clinical innovation, and leadership in rehabilitation
sciences. Unlike the Doctor of Physical Therapy (DPT), which is a clinical degree focusing
on patient care, the PhD is typically research-intensive and designed for those interested
in academic, scientific, or policy-related careers.

This distinction significantly influences salary outcomes. While clinical physical therapists
with DPT degrees earn competitive salaries depending on their experience and location,
PhD holders often gravitate towards roles that combine teaching, research funding, and
clinical oversight, which may yield different compensation structures.

Salary Ranges and Averages for PhD Holders

According to industry data and salary surveys, the average salary for individuals with a
PhD in Physical Therapy typically ranges from $80,000 to $120,000 annually, though this
can vary widely based on job function and institution. For instance, those employed in
academic positions as professors or researchers in universities may have salaries on the
lower end compared to those in private research organizations or healthcare
administration.

In comparison, clinical physical therapists with a DPT degree often report median salaries



around $90,000 to $100,000, depending on experience and setting. Therefore, PhD
holders who remain primarily in research or academia might earn less initially but can
benefit from tenure, grants, and administrative roles that enhance long-term earning
potential.

Factors Influencing PhD in Physical Therapy
Salary

Several determinants affect the salary trajectory for professionals with a PhD in physical
therapy. These include the employment sector, geographic location, years of experience,
and additional responsibilities such as leadership or administrative duties.

Employment Sector

Employment sectors for PhD graduates in physical therapy span academic institutions,
research organizations, healthcare systems, and government agencies. Each sector offers
distinct compensation frameworks:

Academia: University professors and researchers typically receive salaries based on
rank (assistant, associate, full professor), tenure status, and institutional prestige.
Average salaries can range from $75,000 to over $110,000.

Research Institutions: Positions in private or public research organizations may
offer higher salaries, especially when tied to grant-funded projects or specialized
clinical research.

Healthcare Administration: PhD holders who transition into leadership roles
within hospitals or rehabilitation centers tend to earn competitive salaries,
sometimes exceeding $120,000, due to added managerial responsibilities.

Government and Policy Roles: Working in public health or policy development can
provide stable salaries often accompanied by benefits, although these may be modest
compared to the private sector.

Geographic Location

Location is a critical factor in salary determination. Metropolitan areas with large medical
centers and universities tend to offer higher pay to attract and retain highly qualified
professionals. For example, a PhD in Physical Therapy employed in cities like Boston, New
York, or San Francisco can expect to earn more than counterparts in rural or less densely
populated regions.



Cost of living adjustments also come into play; higher salaries in expensive urban areas
may be offset by increased living costs, whereas lower salaries in smaller markets might
correspond with more affordable lifestyles.

Experience and Additional Qualifications

Experience remains a significant determinant of salary. Entry-level PhD graduates may
start near the median salary band, but those with several years of research publications,
grant acquisitions, and teaching experience can command higher compensation.

Moreover, professionals who hold dual credentials, such as a combined DPT and PhD, or
certifications in specialized therapy techniques, often have enhanced earning power.
Leadership experience, involvement in professional organizations, and contributions to
evidence-based clinical practice guidelines further bolster salary prospects.

Comparing PhD in Physical Therapy Salary to
Related Fields

Comparing salaries within related healthcare and academic fields provides additional
context for evaluating the financial benefits of a PhD in Physical Therapy.

Physical Therapists (DPT holders): Generally earn between $80,000 and
$100,000, focusing primarily on clinical practice.

Occupational Therapists with Advanced Degrees: Salaries often range from
$75,000 to $95,000, depending on clinical versus academic roles.

Healthcare Administrators with PhDs: Can command salaries from $90,000 to
over $130,000, particularly in large hospital systems.

Biomedical Researchers: Those with PhDs in related fields may earn $85,000 to
$120,000 depending on specific research focus and funding.

This comparison underscores that the PhD in Physical Therapy offers competitive salaries,
especially when coupled with strategic career decisions favoring leadership, research
funding, and interdisciplinary collaboration.

Pros and Cons of Pursuing a PhD in Physical Therapy
with Respect to Salary



Pros:

Access to higher-level academic and research positions that often come with
stable funding and benefits.

Opportunities for salary growth through grant management, publishing, and
leadership roles.

Potential to influence clinical practices and health policy, adding intangible
professional rewards.

Cons:

Longer time investment in education compared to clinical degrees, which may
delay entry into the workforce.

Initial salaries in academia may be lower than those for clinical practitioners
with DPTs.

Dependent on grant funding cycles and institutional budgets, which can affect
salary stability.

Emerging Trends Affecting PhD in Physical
Therapy Salary

The landscape of physical therapy and healthcare research is continually changing,
impacting salary dynamics for PhD holders. Increasing emphasis on evidence-based
practice and interdisciplinary collaboration drives demand for research expertise.
Furthermore, aging populations and rising prevalence of chronic conditions such as
musculoskeletal disorders and neurological impairments heighten the need for advanced
research and therapeutic innovation.

Telehealth and digital health technologies also create new avenues for PhD-trained
physical therapists to engage in research and clinical program development, potentially
increasing earning opportunities. However, funding sources and institutional priorities will
continue to shape salary trends.

As healthcare systems worldwide strive for cost-effective and patient-centered care, the
role of highly educated physical therapy researchers and educators gains importance,
potentially enhancing compensation packages over time.

The dialogue around phd in physical therapy salary reflects a broader consideration of



how advanced education aligns with professional aspirations and financial rewards. While
the path to obtaining a PhD is demanding, the multifaceted career options and competitive
salaries available underscore its value in the evolving healthcare ecosystem.
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Practice H. Michael Dreher, Mary Ellen Smith Glasgow, Michael D. Dahnke, Valerie T. Cotter,
2024-04-26 Provides important new content on specific ethical, leadership, and advocacy capabilities
that advance the DNP role in nursing practice This core text for the DNP curriculum encompasses
all facets of the evolving advanced practice role including diverse professional opportunities and
options for career advancement. With ten completely new chapters, the third edition conveys the
latest developments in doctoral-level capabilities, including the specific ethical, leadership, and
advocacy components that advance these roles. New content addresses health equity, role
negotiation, ethical and leadership dilemmas for the clinician, and the preceptor role in relation to
doctoral-level advanced practice. Considering the predominance of students seeking the Nurse
Practitioner role, the book emphasizes the clinical context for the DNP along with the new AACN
Domain of Professionalism. There also are contributions from Nurse Midwives, Nurse Anesthetists,
Clinical Nurse Specialists, and DNPs in the Nurse Educator role. The text is distinguished by
distinctive Reflective Responses to the authors of all chapters. These may be characterized as a
Point-Counterpoint feature—consisting of commentaries by scholars of varying points of view—that
stimulates substantive critical dialogue. It examines the role of evidence—both practice-based
evidence and evidence-based practice—in the context of clinical problems and policy formation and
focuses on how the doctoral advanced prepared nurse can discriminate, translate, and sometimes
generate new nursing evidence. The text addresses the need for both forms of evidence and
underscores the importance of innovative healthcare intervention models. Included is practical
information illustrated with examples geared for both BSN-DNP students and MSN-DNP students.
Content on the DNP/PhD double doctorate and the impact of DNP leadership on organizations
further examines the relationship between nursing practice, education, and science. New to the
Third Edition: Ten new chapters, including coverage of: COVID-19; BSN-DNP Trajectories;
Practice-Based Evidence and Evidence-Based Practice; Health Equity; Role Negotiation, Ethical,
Leadership, and Advocacy Roles; and 2021 AACN Essentials Expanded roles and content for
students of varying experience levels Emphasis on the new AACN Domain of Professionalism
throughout Key Features: Focuses on DNP role development with extensive contributions by leading
DNP scholars and clinicians Delivers Reflective Responses in a Point-Counterpoint format to
stimulate vigorous class discussion Provides critical thinking questions throughout including
Reflective Response
  phd in physical therapy salary: Handbook of Teaching for Physical Therapists Gail M.
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and needs of the learner; assess and adapt to the various learning styles of patients; use simulations
in education; facilitate the development of clinical reasoning skills; and assess learning outcomes
and the effectiveness of your teaching. Plus, four all-new chapters and major revisions of all content
throughout the book keep you on top of the latest research and best practices. - Coverage of the
theory and application of educational principles across the continuum of PT practice provides the
information you need to improve your skills in the educational process both in academic and clinical
settings. - Two section format divides content into two parts: designing academic and clinical
education programs and teaching students in academic and clinical settings; and teaching patients
and families in clinical and community settings. - Variety of teaching and teaching assessment
methods expands your teaching, learning, and assessment repertoires. - Case stories at the
beginning of each chapter allow you to see the relevance of the information in the chapter. -
Threshold concepts highlight key ideas that are important to know. - Annotated bibliography at end
of each chapter provides resources for further study. - NEW! Chapter on Authentic Assessment:
Simulation-Based Education reflects the new ways to facilitate student learning through the use of
human simulation models. - NEW! Chapter on Strategies for Planning and Implementing
Interprofessional Education covers the fundamental concepts of team-based care and



interprofessional learning. - NEW! Chapter on What Makes a Good Clinical Teacher? translates
current research on clinical teaching into clinical education and practice. - NEW! Chapter on
Facilitating the Teaching and Learning of Clinical Reasoning helps you apply current research on
clinical reasoning in rehabilitation to clinical education and teaching. - NEW! Two combined
chapters on Patient Education and Health Literacy (previously chapters 8 and 12) and Applied
Behavioral Theory and Adherence: Models for Practice (previously chapters 9 and 10) provide
focused presentations on current thinking and practical strategies for addressing health literacy
issues in the clinical environment. - NEW! Expanded chapter on Post-Professional Clinical Residency
and Fellowship Education offers more information on models and trends in residency education and
mentoring.
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eligibility for, postgraduate and professional awards. Each entry is verified by its awarding body and
all information is updated annually.
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Green-Wilson, 2025-05-02 Fundamentals of Management in Physical Therapy: A Roadmap for
Intention and Impact helps to strengthen the development of transferable management skills and
pragmatic business knowledge for physical therapists. This book will help physical therapist
students, academic faculty, clinical faculty, adjunct faculty, and clinicians learn how to manage
effectively at all levels and in a variety of diverse settings within the profession of physical therapy
and within health care teams/organizations. Learners have multiple opportunities to reflect upon
and apply practical and relevant information to build fundamental management skills that translate
across settings. The book is a resource to help physical therapist assistants – as students and as
practitioners – “manage up and across,” and to strengthen their ability to leverage high performing
teams and value-based care.
  phd in physical therapy salary: The Business of Physical Therapy Mark Drnach, 2024-06-13
Clinical expertise is paramount in physical therapy, but managing the business side of practice is
equally crucial for success. Crafted to meet the specific needs of physical therapy students and
professionals, The Business of Physical Therapy equips you with the essential non-clinical knowledge
and skills to manage the intricate world of business, finance, management, communication, and
legal aspects of the physical therapy profession. This groundbreaking resource is the first and only
text that covers the entire spectrum of non-clinical topics at the required depth. From mastering
financial management and optimizing operational efficiency to honing leadership and
communication abilities and ensuring legal compliance, this pioneering guide empowers you to
thrive in today's competitive healthcare landscape.
  phd in physical therapy salary: The Grants Register 2000 NA NA, 1999-05-28 The most
authoritative and comprehensive guide available to postgraduate grants and professional funding
worldwide. For over twenty years The Grants Registe r has been the leading source for up-to-date
information on the availability of, and eligibility for, postgraduate and professional awards. With
details of over 3,000 awards, The Grants Register is more extensive than any comparable
publication. Each entry has been verified by the awarding bodies concerned ensuring that every
piece of information is accurate. As an annual publication, each edition also provides the most
current details available today. The Grants Register provides an ideal reference source for those
who need accurate information on postgraduate funding: careers advisors, university libraries,
student organisations, and public libraries.
  phd in physical therapy salary: Successful Grant Writing Kevin J. Lyons PhD, Laura N.
Gitlin PhD, 2008-05-05 This fully updated and revised edition of a classic guide to grant writing for
health and human service professionals reflects the two major changes in the field: new NIH
application processes and an increased emphasis on interprofessional and team approaches to



science. New case examples reflect grant writing strategies for a great variety of health and human
service professions, and the text includes an enhanced focus on online methods for organizing grant
submissions. A new section on special considerations for submitting grants addresses specific types
of research including community-based participatory research, mixed methods, behavioral
intervention research, and dissertation and , mentorship proposals. The new chapter on common
writing challenges and solutions provides examples of strong and weak statements and highlights
the importance of writing with precision. Additionally, this new edition provides an expanded section
on post-award requirements and links to NIH videos about grant writing. Written for individuals in
both academic and practice settings, the guide addresses, step-by-step, the fundamental principles
for effectively securing funding. It is the only book to provide grant-writing information that
encompasses many disciplines and to focus on building a research career with grant writing as a
step-by-step process. It provides detailed, time-tested strategies for building an investigative team,
highlights the challenges of collaboration, and describes how to determine the expertise needed for
a team and the roles of co-investigators. The book addresses the needs of both novice and more
experienced researchers. New to the Fourth Edition: Reflects recent changes to the field including
an emphasis on interprofessional approaches to science and new NIH application processes Offers
additional case examples relevant to social work, nursing, psychology, rehabilitation, and
occupational, physical, and speech therapies Provides links to NIH websites containing videos on
grant writing Includes chapter opener objectives Expands section on post-award requirements
Focuses on electronic mechanisms for organizing grant submissions
  phd in physical therapy salary: Building the Ladder of Opportunity United States. Congress.
Senate. Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions, 2014
  phd in physical therapy salary: Clinical Management in Physical Therapy , 1988
  phd in physical therapy salary: The Grants Register® 1998 Ruth Austin, 0 0, 1997-06-18 The
most authoritative and comprehensive guide available to postgraduate grants worldwide. For over
twenty years The Grants Register has been the leading source for up to date information on the
availability of, and eligibility for, postgraduate and professional awards. With details of over 3,000
awards, The Grants Register is more extensive than any comparable publication, and each entry has
been verified by the awarding bodies. Annual publication (introduced last year) ensures that all the
data is current. The Grants Register provides an ideal reference source for those who need accurate
information on postgraduate funding: careers advisors, university libraries, student organisations,
and public libraries.
  phd in physical therapy salary: Careers in Psychology Tara L. Kuther, Robert D. Morgan,
2024-08-06 Careers in Psychology, Sixth Edition helps students navigate and plan for their futures
by offering exposure to the rich careers in each subfield of psychology and prompting students to
consider the what, why and how of each option.
  phd in physical therapy salary: The Journal of Orthopaedic and Sports Physical Therapy ,
1983
  phd in physical therapy salary: Medicine Richard Reece, 2011-01-01 This title examines the
positions of physical therapist, pharmacist, neonatal nurse, and neurosurgeon. The duties and
responsibilities of the professional in each of these occupations are examined. Through profiles of
professionals in each occupation, readers will get the sense of the medical professional's life.
Readers will learn about daily life in the medical field, average salaries, and educational
requirements and steps to securing one of these positions. Readers will learn what characteristics
and interests make for a successful career in medicine, and a short self-evaluation analyses the
prospective caregiver's potential for success in the field. Also included are evaluations of each
profession's potential market, and how to find work. Inside the Industry is a series in Essential
Library, an imprint of ABDO Publishing Company.
  phd in physical therapy salary: Asha American Speech and Hearing Association, 1992
  phd in physical therapy salary: PT , 1998
  phd in physical therapy salary: Successful Grant Writing, 4th Edition Laura N. Gitlin, PhD,



Kevin J. Lyons, PhD, 2014 Print+CourseSmart
  phd in physical therapy salary: Health Professions Career and Education Directory 2007-2008
American Medical Association, 2007 Make sure you have the most up-to-date edition of this
indispensable reference for researching and planning a career in health care. Health Professions
Career and Education Directory 2007-2008 contains the most current and comprehensive
information on more than 70 health professions and the educational programs available for a career
in health care. No other reference available gives greater in-depth information about more health
professions. Detailed descriptions are provided for each profession, including information on
profession history, occupation and job descriptions, employment outlook and characteristics and
more. Educational programs are listed and include contact information, class capacity, start dates,
program length, tuition costs, academic awards granted and availability of evening/weekend
courses. This edition of the Directory gives pinpoint information on: 6,873 education programs at
2,500 institutions, enrolling 200,000 students in 71 different health care occupations. Key data is
provided from 26 accrediting agencies. Health Professions Career and Education Directory is the
most authoritative resource for anyone pursuing a career in health care today. information at your
fingertips for researching and planning a career in health care.
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