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Christian Tour Guides in Israel: Experiencing the Holy Land Through Faith and
Expertise

christian tour guides in israel play an essential role in bringing the rich
history, culture, and spirituality of the Holy Land to life. For pilgrims,
travelers, and history enthusiasts alike, having a knowledgeable guide who
understands both the biblical significance and the modern-day context of
Israel transforms a simple visit into a deeply meaningful journey. These
guides offer more than just facts—they provide stories, interpretations, and
insights that resonate with visitors on a personal and spiritual level.

Why Choose Christian Tour Guides in Israel?

Visiting Israel is often a once-in-a-lifetime experience, especially for
those drawn by its profound biblical connections. Christian tour guides in
Israel are uniquely equipped to offer tours that align with the spiritual
expectations and curiosity of Christian visitors. Their deep understanding of
the Bible, historical sites, and theological perspectives allows them to
create immersive experiences that connect scripture to the physical locations
travelers visit.

Unlike general tour guides, Christian guides often share reflections and
narratives that highlight the New Testament, the life of Jesus Christ, the
early church, and Christian traditions in the region. This makes the Holy
Land not just a place to see, but a place to feel and understand in a faith-
based context.

Expertise in Biblical History and Archaeology

One of the standout qualities of Christian tour guides in Israel is their
extensive knowledge of biblical history and archaeology. Many guides have
backgrounds in theology, biblical studies, or archaeology, enabling them to
explain the significance of sites like Nazareth, Bethlehem, Jerusalem, and
the Sea of Galilee with scholarly depth and approachable language.

For example, when visiting the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem, a
Christian guide can illuminate historical debates, archaeological findings,
and religious traditions that add layers of meaning to the experience. This
blend of historical facts and spiritual insights enriches the traveler’s
understanding and appreciation.

Popular Destinations Highlighted by Christian
Tour Guides

Christian tour guides in Israel craft itineraries that focus on key biblical
locations, making sure visitors experience the heart of the Christian faith’s
heritage.



Jerusalem: The Spiritual Epicenter

Jerusalem stands as the spiritual epicenter for Christianity, and a tour led
by a Christian guide ensures visitors don’t miss any essential landmarks.
From the Via Dolorosa—the path believed to be walked by Jesus on the way to
the Crucifixion—to the Church of the Holy Sepulchre, where Jesus was
crucified and resurrected, these sites are brought to life through guided
storytelling and contextual explanations.

The Sea of Galilee and Surrounding Sites

The Sea of Galilee region is another highlight on Christian tours, where
Jesus performed many miracles and teachings. Guides often take visitors to
places like Capernaum, the Mount of Beatitudes, and Tabgha (the site of the
multiplication of the loaves and fishes). These locations become more than
just scenic spots; they transform into living testimonies of biblical events.

Bethlehem: The Birthplace of Jesus

No Christian pilgrimage to Israel is complete without visiting Bethlehem.
Christian tour guides help visitors navigate the bustling town and the
revered Church of the Nativity, sharing stories about the Nativity narrative
and the historical evolution of the site. Their guidance often includes
insights into local Christian communities and traditions that keep these
stories alive today.

How Christian Tour Guides Enhance the
Pilgrimage Experience

The role of a Christian tour guide goes beyond being a source of
information—they become storytellers, spiritual companions, and facilitators
of meaningful encounters.

Personalized and Faith-Centered Narratives

Christian guides tailor their narratives to the interests and backgrounds of
their groups, often incorporating prayers, scripture readings, and moments of
reflection. This personalized approach helps deepen the spiritual experience
and fosters a sense of community among travelers.

Understanding Local Christian Communities

Israel is home to diverse Christian communities, including Greek Orthodox,
Armenian, Coptic, and Catholic groups. Christian tour guides often provide
insights into these communities' lives, traditions, and challenges, offering
visitors a fuller picture of Christianity’s living presence in the Holy Land.



Practical Tips for Choosing the Right Guide

Finding the right Christian tour guide in Israel can significantly impact
your trip. Here are some practical tips to consider:

Qualifications and Experience: Look for guides with formal training in
biblical studies or theology and proven experience leading Christian
pilgrimages.

Language Skills: Choose a guide fluent in your preferred language to
ensure clear communication and a comfortable experience.

Reviews and Recommendations: Reading testimonials from past travelers
can provide insights into the guide’s style and reliability.

Customized Tours: Some guides offer personalized itineraries based on
your interests, whether you want a deep dive into scripture,
archaeological sites, or local Christian culture.

Technology and Modern Tools in Christian Guided
Tours

With the advancement of technology, many Christian tour guides in Israel now
integrate multimedia tools to enhance their tours. Digital maps, augmented
reality apps, and interactive presentations help visitors visualize ancient
biblical settings and understand complex historical timelines. These tools
complement traditional storytelling and foster a more engaging learning
environment.

Virtual and Hybrid Tours

In recent times, virtual and hybrid tours have become popular, especially for
those unable to travel to Israel physically. Christian tour guides offer live
online tours with real-time interaction, allowing participants worldwide to
explore the Holy Land from their homes. These innovative approaches keep the
spirit of pilgrimage alive and accessible.

Connecting Spiritually Through Local Worship
and Events

Christian tour guides often arrange opportunities for visitors to join local
worship services, attend religious festivals, or participate in community
events. This immersive aspect allows travelers to experience the vibrancy of
Christian life in Israel beyond the historical landmarks.

For example, attending a midnight Mass at the Church of the Nativity during
Christmas or joining Easter celebrations in Jerusalem can be profoundly



moving experiences. Guides facilitate these moments with sensitivity and
insight, making them memorable highlights of the journey.

Final Thoughts on Experiencing Israel with
Christian Tour Guides

Traveling through Israel with Christian tour guides enriches the pilgrimage
by combining historical knowledge, spiritual insight, and cultural
understanding. Whether walking the ancient streets of Jerusalem, sailing on
the Sea of Galilee, or exploring Bethlehem’s sacred spaces, these guides help
visitors see the Holy Land through a lens of faith and scholarship.

Choosing the right guide can transform your trip from a sightseeing adventure
into a life-changing encounter with history and spirituality. Engaging with
local Christian communities, participating in worship, and learning about the
land's biblical roots all come together to create a deeply fulfilling
experience that stays with you long after the journey ends.

Frequently Asked Questions

What services do Christian tour guides in Israel
offer?

Christian tour guides in Israel offer services including guided tours of
biblical sites, historical and cultural insights, personalized itineraries
focusing on Christian heritage, and assistance with travel logistics to
enhance the pilgrimage experience.

How can I find a reputable Christian tour guide in
Israel?

You can find reputable Christian tour guides in Israel through travel
agencies specializing in religious tours, online platforms with verified
reviews, recommendations from churches or Christian organizations, and
official tour guide associations in Israel.

Are Christian tour guides in Israel knowledgeable
about biblical history?

Yes, most Christian tour guides in Israel are well-versed in biblical
history, often having backgrounds in theology or biblical studies, enabling
them to provide in-depth explanations of scriptural sites and their
significance.

What are some popular Christian pilgrimage sites in
Israel that tour guides focus on?

Popular sites include Jerusalem's Old City (Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Via
Dolorosa), Bethlehem, Nazareth, Sea of Galilee, Mount of Olives, and
Capernaum, all of which are commonly featured in Christian guided tours.



Do Christian tour guides in Israel accommodate
different languages?

Many Christian tour guides in Israel offer services in multiple languages,
including English, Spanish, French, German, and others, to accommodate
international visitors and provide a more personalized experience.

Can Christian tour guides in Israel customize tours
based on denominational preferences?

Yes, many Christian tour guides are flexible and can tailor tours to reflect
specific denominational interests, focusing on particular traditions,
theological perspectives, or pilgrimage practices relevant to their clients.

What is the typical cost of hiring a Christian tour
guide in Israel?

The cost varies depending on the length of the tour, group size, and services
provided, but on average, private Christian tour guides in Israel may charge
between $150 to $300 per day, with group tours often being more affordable
per person.

Additional Resources
Christian Tour Guides in Israel: Navigating Faith and History with Expertise

christian tour guides in israel play an indispensable role in bridging the
gap between ancient biblical narratives and the modern-day cultural fabric of
the Holy Land. For pilgrims, history enthusiasts, and spiritual seekers
alike, these guides provide not only logistical support but also contextual
depth that enhances the overall pilgrimage or travel experience. As Israel
continues to be one of the most visited destinations by Christian tourists
worldwide, understanding the nuances of Christian tour guides in Israel
becomes essential for anyone planning a meaningful journey to this land of
profound religious significance.

The Role of Christian Tour Guides in Israel

Christian tour guides in Israel serve as cultural interpreters, storytellers,
and educators. Their expertise goes beyond simply navigating visitors through
cities like Jerusalem, Nazareth, and Bethlehem; they weave the rich tapestry
of biblical stories with archaeological findings, historical records, and
contemporary Israeli society. This dual role requires a deep understanding of
both theology and history, as well as fluency in multiple languages, often
including English, Spanish, French, and German.

Unlike general tour guides, Christian guides often tailor their narratives to
reflect the spiritual significance of the sites. For example, at the Church
of the Holy Sepulchre, a Christian guide might emphasize the Resurrection
story’s theological importance, while also discussing the site's complex
custodial arrangements among various Christian denominations. This
specialization enhances the pilgrimage experience, making it more personal
and reflective.



Qualifications and Certification

In Israel, tour guides must obtain official licensing through the Ministry of
Tourism. This licensing process involves rigorous training in Israeli
history, geography, and culture, as well as passing examinations. Christian
tour guides often pursue additional studies in biblical history or theology,
sometimes affiliating with Christian organizations or seminaries that offer
specialized courses related to the Holy Land.

The advantage of hiring certified Christian tour guides lies in their
professionalism and adherence to ethical standards. Licensed guides are
required to stay updated on the latest archaeological discoveries and
political developments, ensuring that the information they provide is
accurate and relevant. Furthermore, many Christian guides have firsthand
experience living or studying abroad, giving them a broader perspective that
benefits international visitors.

Distinctive Features of Christian Tour Guides
in Israel

Spiritual Sensitivity and Personalization

One of the defining characteristics of Christian tour guides in Israel is
their ability to connect spiritually with their clientele. Many visitors come
to Israel not just as tourists but as pilgrims seeking a transformative
encounter with their faith. Christian guides often incorporate prayer,
scripture readings, and reflections into their tours, creating a
contemplative space amid bustling sites.

Personalization is another key feature. Guides usually tailor itineraries to
match the theological interests or denominational backgrounds of their
groups. Whether the focus is on the life of Jesus, the Apostolic journeys, or
Old Testament history, Christian guides adapt their commentary to meet these
expectations, enhancing engagement and satisfaction.

Multilingual and Multidenominational Expertise

Christian tour guides in Israel often cater to a diverse international
audience. Proficiency in multiple languages is almost a necessity. English
remains the most common language, but guides frequently offer services in
Spanish, Italian, Portuguese, German, and even Russian or Arabic, depending
on the tour group’s composition.

Moreover, guides are typically knowledgeable about various Christian
denominations and their unique perspectives on Holy Land sites. This
understanding helps in addressing questions related to doctrinal differences
or denominational claims on sacred places, such as the shared custodianship
of certain churches.



Comparing Christian Tour Guides with General
Tour Guides

While all licensed guides in Israel possess a solid grounding in the
country’s rich history and culture, Christian tour guides offer a specialized
lens focused on biblical narratives and Christian heritage. This
specialization can be particularly valuable for travelers seeking deeper
theological insights or those on pilgrimage.

Depth of Religious Knowledge: Christian tour guides often have formal
theological education or extensive biblical studies, unlike general
guides.

Customized Spiritual Experiences: Inclusion of prayers, scripture, and
reflections tailored to Christian faith traditions.

Contextual Biblical Interpretation: Ability to correlate archaeological
finds with biblical texts effectively.

Denominational Awareness: Sensitivity to different Christian traditions
and their sacred claims.

On the other hand, general tour guides may offer a broader historical or
cultural perspective that incorporates secular or multi-faith viewpoints.
This can be advantageous for groups seeking a more inclusive understanding of
Israel’s diverse heritage.

Pros and Cons of Hiring Christian Tour Guides

Pros:1.

Rich biblical insights deepen the pilgrimage experience.

Spiritual guidance can foster personal reflection.

Tailored tours accommodate specific denominational interests.

Multilingual skills facilitate communication across diverse groups.

Cons:2.

Potentially narrower focus, sometimes overlooking broader historical
contexts.

May prioritize Christian narratives, limiting exposure to other
religious or cultural perspectives.

Higher cost for specialized services compared to general guides.



How to Choose the Right Christian Tour Guide in
Israel

Selecting the ideal Christian tour guide depends largely on the traveler’s
objectives, budget, and group size. Here are several factors to consider:

Credentials and Licensing: Verify that the guide holds a valid license
from the Israeli Ministry of Tourism.

Experience and Specialization: Look for guides with experience in
Christian pilgrimage tours and relevant theological knowledge.

Language Proficiency: Ensure the guide speaks your preferred language
fluently.

References and Reviews: Check testimonials from previous clients,
especially those with similar tour interests.

Customization Options: Assess the guide’s willingness to tailor the
itinerary and incorporate spiritual elements.

Many agencies and tour operators specializing in Holy Land tours provide pre-
vetted Christian guides. However, independent travelers can also hire guides
directly, often facilitated through local tourism offices or online
platforms.

Popular Destinations for Christian Guided Tours

Certain sites in Israel have become focal points for Christian tours due to
their biblical significance:

Jerusalem: The Via Dolorosa, Church of the Holy Sepulchre, Mount of
Olives, and Garden of Gethsemane.

Galilee: Nazareth, Sea of Galilee, Mount of Beatitudes, and Capernaum.

Bethlehem: Church of the Nativity and Shepherds’ Fields.

Dead Sea Region: Sites like Qumran, where the Dead Sea Scrolls were
discovered.

Christian tour guides excel at bringing these destinations to life,
connecting scriptural passages to physical locations and enriching the
visitor’s understanding of biblical events.



The Impact of Christian Tour Guides on
Pilgrimage Tourism

Pilgrimage tourism in Israel has witnessed steady growth over the years, with
Christian visitors constituting a significant segment. According to the
Israeli Ministry of Tourism, millions of Christian pilgrims from North
America, Europe, Latin America, and Asia visit annually. Christian tour
guides serve as vital facilitators in this process, enhancing visitor
satisfaction, promoting cultural respect, and supporting local economies.

Furthermore, guides often act as cultural ambassadors, fostering interfaith
dialogue by highlighting Israel’s diverse religious landscape. Their role in
managing group dynamics and navigating politically sensitive areas
contributes to safe and meaningful travel experiences.

As technology advances, many Christian tour guides now offer digital
resources such as virtual tours, mobile apps, and multimedia presentations,
further enriching their services and accessibility.

The convergence of faith, history, and culture in Israel presents a unique
challenge and opportunity for Christian tour guides. Their ability to
interpret sacred sites through both scholarly and spiritual lenses ensures
that travelers receive a nuanced, immersive encounter with the Holy Land—a
journey that transcends the ordinary and touches the heart of Christian
heritage.

Christian Tour Guides In Israel
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Complete with stories, must-see descriptions, and website and travel reference information, this
planner can also be used as a companion guide while traveling or simply from the comfort of your
home, as you explore Christianity's famous sites via the computer. Learn how to begin or enrich a
Christian travel ministry at your church, faith community, or organization. The Christian Travel
Planner introduces readers to the world of faith-based travel and identifies the plethora of
opportunities available to Christians planning a vacation.
  christian tour guides in israel: Christian Zionism Stephen Sizer, 2021-09-13 I am glad to
commend Stephen Sizer's groundbreaking critique of Christian Zionism. His comprehensive
overview of its roots, its theological basis, and its political consequences is very timely. I myself
believe that Zionism, both political and Christian, is incompatible with biblical faith. Stephen's book
has helped to reinforce this conviction. --Rev. Dr. John Stott I believe Stephen Sizer is one of the
most authoritative scholars in the world on the vital issue of Christian Zionism. He is a very
important voice speaking out against this destructive movement that is killing us [Palestinians]
through its theology. --Canon Naim Ateek Stephen Sizer's Christian Zionism: Road Map to
Armageddon? is essential reading for any Western evangelical trying to understand the religious
dimensions of American support for Israel. Sizer writes as an insider within the church, not as a
critic watching from afar. And he shows with exacting clarity how evangelical eschatology has now
embedded itself in a modern political ideology. One quick read of this book will change anyone's
perspective on the Middle East permanently. --Professor Gary M. Burge Congratulations on
Christian Zionism. The index alone makes my mouth water, since this is the scholarly treatment to
counteract the rabid prophecy pack for which I had been searching. I couldn't be happier that this is
published. You and I see eye to eye on this issue. . . . Yours is a true prophetic voice so badly needed
in the current prophecy frenzy. And when this mania also affects national and international policy,
the danger takes on larger proportions. --Professor Paul Maier Stephen Sizer's work on Christian
Zionism is the most important and comprehensive on the subject to date and should be read by all
students of the Middle East and by Christians concerned about a just resolution to the
Palestinian-Israeli conflict. Christian Zionism raises vital theological and political challenges that
must be addressed head-on by Christians in the West, particularly evangelicals. The impact of this
terribly misguided movement is increasingly putting Christians in the Middle East at risk, and it
seems a far cry from the witness and message of Jesus Christ. --Dr Donald Wagner This study of
Christian Zionism, based on Stephen Sizer's doctoral thesis, is of seminal significance. It provides a
fascinating survey of the history of Christian Zionism and an in-depth analysis of the theology of this
highly important and influential movement. --Rabbi Professor Dan Cohn-Sherbok
  christian tour guides in israel: Israel and the Palestinian Territories Daniel Jacobs,
Shirley Eber, Francesca Silvani, 1998 This is the most complete and topical guide to the region, with
detailed accounts of all the historic monuments and the Jewish, Islamic and Christian holy sites.
  christian tour guides in israel: Christian Zionism Faydra L. Shapiro, 2015-10-12 Christian
Zionism has received no small amount of criticism from observers who take issue with the
movement's pro-Israel politics or its theology. What if we listened seriously to what Christian
Zionists and Jewish partners said about Jews, Judaism, and Israel? Christian Zionism is a vibrant
contemporary movement that--agree or disagree--has more than just political implications. Christian
Zionism has also brought an unprecedented number of Jews and Christians into contact and
dialogue, in houses of worship, community centers, rallies, and, of course, in Israel. As such,
Christian Zionism is a useful case that allows us to think about contemporary Jewish-Christian
relations in new ways. While some would argue that this is really just about pro-Israel alliance
building, Christian Zionism: Navigating the Jewish-Christian Border shows how this movement
significantly engages basic questions of identity and the borders between Judaism and Christianity.
Christian Zionism serves as one chapter in the history of two religious communities--and the fraught
relationships between them--facing together the globalized world of the twenty-first century.
  christian tour guides in israel: Christian Tourist Attractions, Mythmaking, and Identity
Formation Erin Roberts, Jennifer Eyl, 2018-11-29 Christian Tourist Attractions, Mythmaking, and



Identity Formation examines a sampling of contemporary Christian tourist attractions that position
visitors as the inheritors of ancient, sacred traditions and make claims about the truth of the
historical narratives that they promote. Rather than approaching these attractions as sacred
expressions of religious experience or as uncontested accounts of history, the book applies recent
work on mythmaking and identity formation to argue that these presentations of the past function as
strategic discourses that serve material concerns in the present. From an approach informed by
social and materialist theories of religion, the volume draws upon a variety of methodological
approaches that enable readers to understand the often-bewildering array of objects, claims,
demands, and activities (not to mention the seemingly endless array of gifts and personal items
available for purchase) that appear at attractions including Ark Encounter, the Creation Museum,
the Holy Land Experience, Bible Walk Museum, Christian Zionist tours of Israel, and the recently
opened Museum of the Bible. Discourse analysis, practice theory, rhetorical criticism, and embodied
theories of cognition help make sense not only of the Christian tourist attractions under examination
but also of the ways that “religion” is entangled with contemporary social, political, and economic
interests more broadly.
  christian tour guides in israel: A Jewish Guide in the Holy Land Jackie Feldman,
2016-04-11 For many Evangelical Christians, a trip to the Holy Land is an integral part of practicing
their faith. Arriving in groups, most of these pilgrims are guided by Jewish Israeli tour guides. For
more than three decades, Jackie Feldman—born into an Orthodox Jewish family in New York, now an
Israeli citizen, scholar, and licensed guide—has been leading tours, interpreting Biblical landscapes,
and fielding questions about religion and current politics. In this book, he draws on pilgrimage and
tourism studies, his own experiences, and interviews with other guides, Palestinian drivers and
travel agents, and Christian pastors to examine the complex interactions through which guides and
tourists co-produce the Bible Land. He uncovers the implicit politics of travel brochures and
religious souvenirs. Feldman asks what it means when Jewish-Israeli guides get caught up in their
own performances or participate in Christian rituals, and reflects on how his interactions with
Christian tourists have changed his understanding of himself and his views of religion.
  christian tour guides in israel: Locating the Sacred Claudia Moser, Cecelia Feldman,
2014-01-01 Ritual happens in distinct places – in temples, in caves, along pilgrimage routes – and
religious activities there incorporate a diverse set of objects such as holy water, cult statues, and
sacred texts. Understanding religious ritual requires viewing it not as a disembodied event, but as
emplaced, grounded in both built and natural surroundings, and integrated with its associated
material objects. Here authors examine various religious practices in the Greco-Roman world and
pilgrimage routes in contemporary Israel. Other contributions focus on the East, on domestic
religion in prehistoric Taiwan, and the palimpsest of ritual activity in Buddhist China. One author
considers not just ritual’s built and natural setting, but also the landscape of the human mind. By
way of conclusion, many of the recurring issues concerning the material and topographic matrix of
ritual practice are expanded upon in a final meditation on sacred space. The papers in this volume,
with their disciplinary, geographic, and chronological diversity, will serve as a resource for
theoretical approaches to the study of ritual practice that may have broad cross-cultural application
and provide new insight into the relationship between ritual and place. The volume is based on a
conference held at Brown University.
  christian tour guides in israel: Christian Tourism to the Holy Land Noga Collins-Kreiner,
Nurit Kliot, Yoel Mansfeld, Keren Sagi, 2017-05-15 The historic phenomenon of pilgrimage is
experiencing a resurgence around the world. A journey resulting from religious causes, it not only
provides a spiritual experience, but also one of new environments, cultures and peoples, and is often
undertaken as a guided tour. Yet pilgrimage as a mode of tourism has been little investigated. This
book adds considerably to our knowledge by focusing on one specific pilgrimage voyage - that to the
Holy Land during times of security crisis there. In doing so, it examines this tourism journey in
relation to constraints and high levels of risk experienced by the pilgrims. It explores both the
behavioural aspects of undertaking pilgrimage to such an insecure situation and the impacts of such



crisis on the host tourism infrastructure and industry. It therefore not only provides insights into
pilgrimage as tourism - and into this particular country's experience - but also offers an integrative
approach to tourism crisis management.
  christian tour guides in israel: Encounters for Change Dagmar Grefe, 2011-11-14 Weaving
together insights from social psychology, theology, and experiences of interfaith religious leaders,
Dagmar Grefe develops practical strategies that support interreligious contact at a grassroots level.
She shows that by working together, religious communities can more effectively address global and
local problems that all people face: poverty, environmental destruction, and armed conflict. Grefe
describes interreligious cooperation at work in local communities. She develops tools that equip
religious leaders with the interreligious competence needed for spiritual care and counseling with
individual persons in crisis. Cooperation is not only effective in the care for communities and
persons in crisis, it also heals distant and strained interreligious relationships. In the process of
working together, perceptions of each other can transform.
  christian tour guides in israel: The Seductions of Pilgrimage Michael A. Di Giovine, David
Picard, 2016-03-09 The Seductions of Pilgrimage explores the simultaneously attractive and
repellent, beguiling and alluring forms of seduction in pilgrimage. It focuses on the varied
discursive, imaginative, and practical mechanisms of seduction that draw individual pilgrims to a
pilgrimage site; the objects, places, and paradigms that pilgrims leave behind as they embark on
their hyper-meaningful travel experience; and the often unforeseen elements that lead pilgrims off
their desired course. Presenting the first comprehensive study of the role of seduction on individual
pilgrims in the study of pilgrimage and tourism, it will appeal to scholars of anthropology, cultural
geography, tourism, heritage, and religious studies.
  christian tour guides in israel: Fodor's Israel Linda Cabasin, 2011 A full-color travel guide to
Israel, with sixty-four maps, photographs, and information on hotels, restaurants, historic and
religious sites, and nightlife.
  christian tour guides in israel: Tours That Bind Shaul Kelner, 2012 Winner, 2010 Association
for Jewish Studies Jordan Schnitzer Book Award 2011 Honorable Mention for the American
Sociological Association Culture Section's Mary Douglas Prize for Best Book Since 1999 hundreds of
thousands of young American Jews have visited Israel on an all-expense-paid 10-day pilgrimage-tour
known as Birthright Israel. The most elaborate of the state-supported homeland tours that are
cropping up all over the world, this tour seeks to foster in the American Jewish diaspora a lifelong
sense of attachment to Israel based on ethnic and political solidarity. Over a half-billion dollars (and
counting) has been spent cultivating this attachment, and despite 9/11 and the ongoing
Israeli-Palestinian conflict the tours are still going strong. Based on over seven years of first-hand
observation in modern day Israel, Shaul Kelner provides an on-the-ground look at this hotly debated
and widely emulated use of tourism to forge transnational ties. We ride the bus, attend speeches
with the Prime Minister, hang out in the hotel bar, and get a fresh feel for young American Jewish
identity and contemporary Israel. We see how tourism's dynamism coupled with the vibrant human
agency of the individual tourists inevitably complicate tour leaders' efforts to rein tourism in and
bring it under control. By looking at the broader meaning of tourism, Kelner brings to light the
contradictions inherent in the tours and the ways that people understandtheir relationship to place
both materially and symbolically. Rich in detail, engagingly written, and sensitive to the complexities
of modern travel and modern diaspora Jewishness, Tours that Bind offers a new way of thinking
about tourism as a way through which people develop understandings of place, society, and self.
  christian tour guides in israel: Worldwide Brochures , 1996
  christian tour guides in israel: Legislation Calling for a Move of the U.S. Embassy in Israel to
Jerusalem United States. Congress. House. Committee on Foreign Affairs. Subcommittee on Europe
and the Middle East, 1984
  christian tour guides in israel: Walking Where Jesus Walked Hillary Kaell, 2014 Since the
1950s, millions of American Christians have traveled to the Holy Land to visit places in Israel and
the Palestinian territories associated with JesusOCOs life and death. Why do these pilgrims choose



to journey halfway around the world? How do they react to what they encounter, and how do they
understand the trip upon return? This book places the answers to these questions into the context of
broad historical trends, analyzing how the growth of mass-market evangelical and Catholic
pilgrimage relates to changes in American Christian theology and culture over the last sixty years,
including shifts in Jewish-Christian relations, the growth of small group spirituality, and the
development of a Christian leisure industry. Drawing on five years of research with pilgrims before,
during and after their trips, a Walking Where Jesus Walked aoffers a lived religion approach that
explores the tripOCOs hybrid nature for pilgrims themselves: both ordinaryOCotied to their
everyday role as the familyOCOs ritual specialists, and extraordinaryOCosince they leave home in a
dramatic way, often for the first time. Their experiences illuminate key tensions in contemporary US
Christianity between material evidence and transcendent divinity, commoditization and religious
authority, domestic relationships and global experience. Hillary Kaell crafts the first in-depth study
of the cultural and religious significance of American Holy Land pilgrimage after 1948. The result
sheds light on how Christian pilgrims, especially women, make sense of their experience in
Israel-Palestine, offering an important complement to top-down approaches in studies of Christian
Zionism and foreign policy.
  christian tour guides in israel: Black Visions of the Holy Land Roger Baumann,
2024-04-30 Since at least the high point of the civil rights movement, African American Christianity
has been widely recognized as a potent force for social change. Most attention to the political
significance of Black churches, however, focuses on domestic protest and electoral politics. Yet some
Black churches take a deep interest in the global issue of Israel and Palestine. Why would African
American Christians get involved—and even take sides—in Palestine and Israel, and what does that
reveal about the political significance of “the Black Church” today? This book examines African
American Christian involvement in Israel and Palestine to show how competing visions of “the Black
Church” are changing through transnational political engagement. Considering cases ranging from
African American Christian Zionists to Palestinian solidarity activists, Roger Baumann traces how
Black religious politics transcend domestic arenas and enter global spaces. These cases, he argues,
illuminate how the meaning of the ostensibly singular and unifying category of “the Black
Church”—spanning its history, identity, culture, and mission—is deeply contested at every turn.
Black Visions of the Holy Land offers new insights into how Black churches understand their
political role and social significance; the ways race, religion, and politics both converge and diverge;
and why the meaning of overlapping racial and religious identities shifts when moving from national
to global contexts.
  christian tour guides in israel: Ethnographic Encounters in Israel Fran Markowitz,
2013-06-11 Essays on the challenges of anthropological work in a complicated country: “A
compelling anthology.” —Ruth Behar Israel is a place of paradoxes, a small country with a diverse
population and complicated social terrain. Studying its culture and social life means confronting a
multitude of ethical dilemmas and methodological challenges. These first-person accounts by
anthropologists engage contradictions of religion, politics, identity, kinship, racialization, and
globalization to reveal fascinating and often vexing dimensions of the Israeli experience. Caught up
in pressing existential questions of war and peace, social justice, and national boundaries, the
contributors explore the contours of Israeli society as insiders and outsiders, natives and strangers,
as well as critics and friends.
  christian tour guides in israel: The Holy Land for Christian Travelers John A. Beck,
2017-08-01 A trip to the Holy Land is on the bucket list of many Christians. But planning a
meaningful trip in a place so filled with significant sites is an imposing task. Most travel guides are
not prepared to link the Bible and land in an accurate and meaningful way because they are written
for people of all faiths. So how can a Christian traveler prepare a trip that will illuminate God's Word
and reveal the Lord's presence? In The Holy Land for Christian Travelers, John A. Beck provides a
guide to the Holy Land for Christians with explanations of the biblical significance of important sites.
The entries provide key Scripture references for reflection and a guide to the land that will



encourage communion with God and a genuine spiritual experience for travelers as they walk in the
footsteps of Jesus. A trip to the Holy Land can be a worship-filled, once-in-a-lifetime spiritual
journey. This book puts a biblical scholar and experienced Holy Land guide at the reader's side.
  christian tour guides in israel: Unreconciled Andrea Smith, 2019-12-13 In the 1990s, many
evangelical Christian organizations and church leaders began to acknowledge their long history of
racism and launched efforts at becoming more inclusive of people of color. While much of this racial
reconciliation movement has not directly confronted systemic racism's structural causes, there exists
a smaller countermovement within evangelicalism, primarily led by women of color who are actively
engaged in antiracism and social justice struggles. In Unreconciled Andrea Smith examines these
movements through a critical ethnic studies lens, evaluating the varying degrees to which
evangelical communities that were founded on white supremacy have addressed racism. Drawing on
evangelical publications, sermons, and organization statements, as well as ethnographic fieldwork
and participation in evangelical events, Smith shows how evangelicalism is largely unable to
effectively challenge white supremacy due to its reliance upon discourses of whiteness. At the same
time, the work of progressive evangelical women of color not only demonstrates that evangelical
Christianity can be an unexpected place in which to find theoretical critique and social justice
organizing but also shows how critical ethnic studies' interventions can be applied broadly across
political and religious divides outside the academy.
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