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Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry: A Timeless Tale of Courage and Compassion

number of the stars by lois lowry is a beloved historical novel that has touched the hearts of readers around
the world. First published in 1989, this award-winning book offers a poignant glimpse into the lives of
ordinary people during extraordinary times. Through the eyes of a young Danish girl, Lois Lowry
masterfully weaves a story of bravery, friendship, and the resilience of the human spirit during World
War II. Whether you are a student, educator, or simply a lover of historical fiction, exploring this novel

reveals layers of meaning and lessons that remain relevant today.

Understanding the Story and Its Historical Context

At its core, number of the stars by lois lowry is set against the backdrop of Nazi-occupied Denmark during
World War II. The narrative follows ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen, whose life is upended as the
German forces tighten their grip on her homeland. The novel chronicles the efforts of the Danish
Resistance to save Jewish families from persecution, highlighting the extraordinary acts of courage that

ordinary citizens undertook.

The Plot in Brief

The story begins in 1943 Copenhagen, where Annemarie’s best friend, Ellen Rosen, is Jewish. As the Nazi
regime intensifies its crackdown on Jewish people, Ellen’s family faces imminent danger. The Johansens
risk everything to help their friends escape to Sweden, a neutral country where they can find safe refuge.
Lowry’s storytelling is both accessible and moving, painting a vivid picture of fear, hope, and sacrifice

through the perspective of a young girl coming of age in turbulent times.

The Importance of Historical Accuracy

One of the reasons number of the stars by lois lowry resonates so deeply is its commitment to historical
authenticity. Lowry conducted extensive research to portray the Danish Resistance realistically, including
the famous rescue of over 7,000 Danish Jews who were ferried to safety in 1943. This attention to detail not
only educates readers about a vital chapter in history but also serves to honor the memory of those who

acted with immense bravery.



The Themes That Make Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry
Enduring

Several powerful themes elevate this novel beyond a simple historical recount. These themes offer rich

material for discussion and reflection, making the book a staple in classrooms and book clubs alike.

Courage in the Face of Adversity

Annemarie’s journey illustrates that courage is not the absence of fear but the willingness to act despite it.
Through small but significant acts—such as delivering a crucial package or standing up to
soldiers—Annemarie embodies the quiet heroism found in everyday people. This theme encourages

readers to recognize their own capacity for bravery in challenging situations.

The Power of Friendship and Loyalty

The bond between Annemarie and Ellen is central to the story. Their friendship transcends the dangers of
war and the prejudices imposed by the occupying forces. This portrayal of loyalty highlights the human
connections that sustain us during times of crisis and reminds readers of the importance of compassion and

solidarity.

Resistance and Moral Choices

Lowry presents resistance not only as physical defiance but also as moral courage. The characters’ decisions
to protect and aid others, even at great personal risk, underscore the ethical dilemmas faced by individuals
under oppressive regimes. This invites readers to consider the complexities of standing up for what is right,

even when it is difficult or dangerous.

Why Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry Remains Relevant
Today

In an era where stories of intolerance and oppression sadly continue, number of the stars by lois lowry
offers timeless lessons. It reminds us that history is shaped by the actions of individuals, and that empathy

and courage can create ripples of change.



Educational Value in Schools

The novel is widely used in education to introduce young readers to World War II and the Holocaust in an
age-appropriate way. It opens doors for discussions about ethics, history, and human rights without
overwhelming students with graphic content. Teachers often find that the story’s relatable protagonist and

suspenseful plot engage students deeply, fostering both empathy and critical thinking.

Inspiration for Modern Acts of Courage

Beyond the classroom, the story inspires readers to consider how they might respond in the face of
injustice today. Whether through activism, community service, or simple acts of kindness, the message of

standing up for others remains powerful and actionable.

Exploring the Literary Style and Narrative Techniques

Lois Lowry’s writing style in number of the stars by lois lowry is both accessible and evocative, making

the story approachable for young readers while maintaining literary depth.

Use of Simple Yet Powerful Language

Lowry employs clear, concise language that paints vivid images without unnecessary complexity. This
allows readers of various ages and reading levels to connect with the story’s emotional core while absorbing

its historical content.

First-Person Perspective and Character Development

By telling the story through Annemarie’s eyes, Lowry creates an intimate and personal narrative. Readers
experience the unfolding events alongside the protagonist, which heightens emotional engagement.
Annemarie’s growth from innocence to a deeper understanding of the world around her mirrors the

reader’s own learning journey.

Tips for Teachers and Parents on Introducing Number of the



Stars by Lois Lowry

If you’re considering sharing this novel with young readers, here are some helpful strategies to maximize

understanding and enjoyment:
¢ Contextualize the History: Provide background information about World War II and the Holocaust to
help students grasp the significance of the story’s events.

¢ Encourage Discussion: Use guided questions to explore themes like courage, friendship, and moral

choices.

e Connect to Current Events: Draw parallels between the story and modern examples of resistance and

human rights advocacy.

¢ Utilize Supplementary Materials: Incorporate documentaries, survivor testimonies, and historical

photographs to deepen understanding.

¢ Promote Creative Projects: Encourage students to write reflections, create art, or perform

dramatizations based on the novel.

Additional Resources for Enthusiasts of Number of the Stars by
Lois Lowry

For readers who want to delve deeper into the topics raised by the novel, several resources can enrich the

experience:

Books on the Danish Resistance: Non-fiction titles that explore the real-life events inspiring the

novel.

Holocaust Education Centers: Many offer age-appropriate materials and exhibits related to Jewish
history during World War II.

Author Interviews and Essays: Insights from Lois Lowry herself about the writing process and her

motivations.

Historical Fiction Recommendations: Other novels that explore similar themes or settings for readers



eager to continue learning.

By immersing oneself in these supplementary materials, readers can gain a richer appreciation for the

courage and humanity that number of the stars by lois lowry so beautifully captures.

The enduring popularity of number of the stars by lois lowry underscores its power to educate and inspire.
Its blend of history, heart, and hope ensures that new generations will continue to find meaning in
Annemarie’s story and the lessons it imparts. Through this novel, Lois Lowry not only honors the past but

also lights a path toward empathy and courage in the future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Number the Stars' by Lois Lowry?

'Number the Stars' primarily explores themes of bravery, friendship, and the impact of war, focusing on

the courage of ordinary people during the Holocaust.

Who is the protagonist in "Number the Stars'?

The protagonist of 'Number the Stars' is Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl who helps her Jewish

friend escape the Nazis during World War II.

‘What historical event does "Number the Stars' depict?

The novel depicts the German occupation of Denmark during World War II and the efforts of the Danish

Resistance to save Jewish citizens from the Holocaust.

Why is "Number the Stars' considered an important book for young

readers?

'Number the Stars' introduces young readers to the realities of World War II and the Holocaust in an age-

appropriate way, highlighting themes of courage and humanity.

How does Lois Lowry portray the relationship between Annemarie and
Ellen in the book?

Lois Lowry portrays Annemarie and Ellen's friendship as strong and loyal, showing how Annemarie risks

her safety to protect her Jewish friend from Nazi persecution.



‘What role does the Danish Resistance play in "Number the Stars'?

The Danish Resistance is depicted as a courageous group that helps smuggle Jewish people, including Ellen

and her family, to safety in Sweden.

Is 'Number the Stars' based on a true story?

While 'Number the Stars' is a work of historical fiction, it is inspired by true events and real-life efforts by

the Danish people to protect their Jewish neighbors during WWIL

What lessons can readers learn from '"Number the Stars'?

Readers can learn about the importance of bravery, standing up against injustice, the power of friendship,

and the human capacity for kindness even in difficult times.

Additional Resources

Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry: An In-Depth Review and Analysis

number of the stars by lois lowry stands as a poignant and evocative work within the realm of historical
fiction targeted at young readers. Published in 1989, this novel has garnered widespread acclaim for its
delicate yet powerful portrayal of courage and humanity during one of history’s darkest chapters—the
Holocaust. Lowry’s ability to weave a compelling narrative around the Danish Resistance's efforts to save
Jewish citizens from Nazi persecution has made this book a staple in educational settings and a significant

contribution to children’s literature.

Exploring the Historical Context in Number of the Stars by Lois
Lowry

"Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry" is deeply rooted in the history of World War II, specifically focusing
on the Nazi occupation of Denmark in 1943. The story centers on Annemarie Johansen, a young Danish girl
whose family becomes involved in helping their Jewish neighbors escape to Sweden. Lowry’s meticulous
research into the period is evident in her detailed depiction of the socio-political climate, the pervasive fear,

and the quiet heroism of ordinary citizens.

The novel offers a rare glimpse into the Danish Resistance movement, emphasizing the collective efforts to
protect the Jewish population. Unlike many Holocaust narratives that focus on the atrocities themselves,
Lowry chooses to highlight themes of bravery, friendship, and moral fortitude. This approach allows

younger readers to engage with challenging historical material through a lens of hope and resilience.



Character Development and Narrative Style

One of the strengths of "Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry" lies in its character-driven storytelling.
Annemarie’s perspective provides an intimate look at the complexities of wartime life, from the innocence
of childhood to the burdens of responsibility. Lowry’s prose is simple yet evocative, making the historical

events accessible without diminishing their gravity.

The supporting characters, such as Ellen Rosen and the Johansen family, enrich the narrative with diverse
viewpoints and emotional depth. The interactions between characters are crafted to illustrate the moral
dilemmas faced by individuals under oppressive regimes, underscoring the courage required to stand

against injustice.

Educational Impact and Critical Reception

Since its publication, "Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry" has been widely adopted in school curricula,
particularly in middle-grade literature and history classes. Its inclusion is often praised for introducing
young readers to the Holocaust in a sensitive and age-appropriate manner. The novel encourages discussions

about ethics, empathy, and the importance of standing up for what is right.

Critically, the book has received numerous accolades, including the prestigious Newbery Medal in 1990.
Reviewers commend Lowry for balancing historical accuracy with narrative engagement, enabling
readers to connect emotionally with a period that can otherwise seem distant or overwhelming. However,
some critics argue that the novel’s focus on Danish heroism may oversimplify the broader complexities of
the Holocaust. Despite this, it remains a valuable entry point into Holocaust literature for younger

audiences.

Comparisons with Other Holocaust-Related Literature

‘When examining "Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry" alongside other works in Holocaust literature for
children, such as "The Diary of Anne Frank" or "The Book Thief," several distinctions emerge. Lowry’s
novel is unique in its optimistic tone and emphasis on communal resistance rather than individual
suffering. This contrasts with the more personal and often harrowing accounts found in diaries and

memoirs.

Additionally, Lowry’s narrative is less graphic, which aligns with its target demographic. This careful
framing allows educators and parents to introduce the subject matter without overwhelming young
readers. While other books delve deeply into the horrors of the Holocaust, "Number of the Stars" offers a

narrative of hope and courage that can inspire reflection and learning.



Thematic Elements and Symbolism

The themes of "Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry" are multifaceted, encompassing bravery, sacrifice,
loyalty, and the power of friendship. The title itself holds symbolic weight, referring to a line in a prayer

and representing faith and perseverance amid adversity.

Annemarie’s journey from innocence to awareness is a central thematic arc, portraying the loss of childhood
naivety in the face of war. The novel also explores the concept of identity, as characters conceal their

Jewish heritage to survive, highlighting the dangers of prejudice and discrimination.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Approach

e Pros:

o

Accessible language suitable for younger readers

[¢]

Positive portrayal of resistance and courage

[¢]

Historical accuracy combined with engaging storytelling

[¢]

Strong moral lessons about empathy and standing against injustice

e Cons:
o May oversimplify complex historical realities
o Limited depiction of the Holocaust’s full horror

o Focus on Danish experience might overshadow broader narratives

Legacy and Continuing Relevance



Decades after its release, "Number of the Stars by Lois Lowry" continues to resonate with readers
worldwide. Its ability to educate and inspire remains undiminished, making it a powerful tool for teaching
history and ethics. The novel’s portrayal of ordinary people performing extraordinary acts of kindness

serves as a timeless reminder of the impact individuals can have in confronting evil.

In an era where discussions about tolerance, human rights, and historical memory are increasingly vital,
Lowry’s work offers a meaningful contribution. The story’s ongoing popularity reflects its success in
balancing historical education with emotional engagement, ensuring its place in both literary and

educational spheres.

By examining "number of the stars by lois lowry" through a professional and analytical lens, it becomes
evident that the novel is more than a simple historical tale—it is a carefully crafted narrative that fosters
understanding and empathy, qualities essential for nurturing informed and compassionate future

generations.
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through her eyes, come to understand the true meaning of bravery.
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Nat Reed, Lois Lowry, 2006 A Literature Kit. A story of a ten-year-old girl, her family, and their
courageous journey to save the lives of their Jewish friends! During the darkest days of World War II
living in Copenhagen, ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen is caught up in these unfolding historical
events when she learns that the life of her best friend, Ellen Rosen, is in danger. The Rosens go into
hiding and Annemaries parents volunteer to take Ellen into their home until the voyage to the safe
country of Sweden can be arranged. Annemarie is thrust into several perilous adventures as she
does the utmost to save the lives of the Rosens. Annemaries courage and ingenuity are severely
tested as she is forced to confront German soldiers intent on killing her friend.
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number of the stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars Tara McCarthy, 2002 A guide to
facilitating the discussion of the novel by Lois Lowry by students in grades four through eight offers
suggestions for identifying themes, analyzing vocabulary, and responding to the text.

number of the stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars Lois Lowry, 2011-05-02 In 1943, during
the German occupation of Denmark, ten-year-old Annemarie learns how to be brave and courageous
when she helps shelter her Jewish friend from the Nazis

number of the stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars Douglas Wayne Larche, Susan Elliott
Larche, 1996 In this stirring new play, young Annemarie and Kirsti Johansen face soldiers,
interrogations, fierce dogs, personal danger, the loss of loved ones, and their own fears as they try to
help their friend Ellen Rosen escape across the ocean to Sweden and safety.

number of the stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars Lois Lowry, 1998 Presents the libretto
for a musical based on Lois Lowry's Number the Stars, a story in which the family of Annmarie
Johansen and their Christian neighbors aid the Danish Jews during World War II by helping them
escape to neutral Sweden.

number of the stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars Lit Link Gr. 4-6,

number of the stars by lois lowry: Lois Lowry Lisa Rondinelli Albert, 2008 Describes the life
and accomplishments of the author of Number the Stars, The Giver, and the Anastasia Krupnik
stories.

number of the stars by lois lowry: A Guide for Using Number the Stars in the Classroom
Kathy Jordan, 1993-04 At head of title on cover: Literature unit.

number of the stars by lois lowry: A Study Guide for Lois Lowry's "Number the Stars"
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2016-06-29 A Study Guide for Lois Lowry's Number the Stars, excerpted
from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students. This concise study guide includes plot summary;
character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions for further
reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of your research
needs.

number of the stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars Suzanne Barchers, 2014-09-01 Use the
engaging lessons and activities in this guide to help students comprehend the story of a Danish
community that helped Jews escape the Nazis.

number of the stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars Judy Landon, 1991 Includes questions
and answers about the topic. For whole language classroom.

number of the stars by lois lowry: Quicklet on Lois Lowry's Number the Stars
(CliffNotes-like Book Notes) David Hauslein, 2012-04-28 ABOUT THE BOOK Number the Stars is
author Lois Lowry's fictional account of actual historic events that took place in Denmark during
World War II. The book follows two families, the Johansens and the Rosens, as they struggle for
survival against the oppressive and invasive Nazi occupation. When it is discovered that the Nazis
plan to relocateall of Copenhagen's Jewish population, the Johansens realize they must do everything
they can to help their Jewish neighbors, the Rosens. The story is told through the perspective of the
Johansens' eldest daughter, Annemarie. As the story progresses, Annemarie grows up fast, learning
to be brave in the face of certain danger and realizing the importance of doing the right thing, even
when circumstances are difficult. MEET THE AUTHOR David Hauslein is a screenwriter who
occasionally produces short prose and non-fiction works. His most recent screenplay, Buck Run, was
selected as one of the Top 40 finalists in the Final Draft Big Break Screenplay Competition. He is
currently at work on a number of projects, including a feature length collaboration with award
winning witer/director Matthew Garrett (Morris County, Beating Hearts). David is available for
freelance writing assignments. For work samples and additional information please visit
www.davidhauslein.com EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK The character of Annemarie is a ten-year old
girl thrust into the world of serious adult problems and life or death consequences. Though she is
still a child, she finds her responsibilities multiply as the story reaches its climax. Annemarie is often
shown parallel to her younger sister Kirsti, a precocious little girl who is oblivious to the troubles of
the world. Annemarie cannot relate to her sister. Since the death of her elder sister Lise,



Annemarie's relationship with her former brother-in-law Peter Neilsen has changed as well. He used
to be jocular and relatable. Now, in the midst of war, he is serious and driven. She can no longer
relate to him either, leaving her stranded between childhood and adulthood. At various points in the
story adults require her to be brave and act mature, but refuse to tell her everything she wants to
know, because she is still a child. CHAPTER OUTLINE Quicklet on Lois Lowry's Number the Stars +
About the Book + About the Author + Overall Summary + Chapter-by-Chapter Summaries + ...and
much more Lois Lowry's Number the Stars
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Medal-winner tells the story of the efforts of a ten-year-old Danish girl and her family to safely
smuggle Jews into Sweden during World War II. A School Library Journal Best Book of the Year.

number of the stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars - Literature Kit Gr. 5-6 Nat Reed,
2006-09-01 Experience the fear and danger of World War II as one girl risks her life to save her
Jewish friend. High-quality, detailed questions and support materials go beyond the typical drill
questions. Find proof from the text that shows Mama is determined and quick-thinking. Put events at
the end of World War II in order that they happened in the novel. Find examples of foreshadowing in
the story and explain what it may be hinting at. Match vocabulary words to their underlined
synonyms in the sentences. Create questions for the game Jeopardy using information from the
story. Conduct an interview with one of the characters from the book with questions and the
character's response. Aligned to your State Standards, additional crossword, word search,
comprehension quiz and answer key are also included. About the Novel: A story of a ten-year-old
girl, her family and their courageous journey to save the lives of their Jewish friends. During the
darkest days of World War II living in Copenhagen, ten-year-old Annemarie Johansen is caught up in
these unfolding historical events when she learns that the life of her best friend—Ellen Rosen—is in
danger. The Rosens go into hiding and Annemarie’s parents volunteer to take Ellen into their home
until the voyage to the safe country of Sweden can be arranged. Annemarie is thrust into several
perilous adventures as she does the utmost to save the lives of the Rosens. Annemarie’s courage and
ingenuity are severely tested as she is forced to confront German soldiers intent on killing her
friend.
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number of the stars by lois lowry: 20th Century Wars Robert W. Smith, 2006-02-28
Encourage students to take an in-depth view of the people and events of specific eras of American
history. Nonfiction reading comprehension is emphasized along with research, writing, critical
thinking, working with maps, and more. Most titles include a Readers Theater.

number of the stars by lois lowry: Number the Stars, by Lois Lowry Phyllis Ann Green, 2000
Suggests activities to be used in the classroom to accompany the reading of Number the stars by
Lois Lowry.

number of the stars by lois lowry: Children's Literature Barbara Stoodt, 1996

number of the stars by lois lowry: Focus on Reading: Number the Stars - Study Guide Lisa
French, 2004 Prepares students for reading success through prereading background material ;
Focuses reading with guided questions ; Builds vocabulary ; Develops cultural literacy.
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