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Francisco Coronado: The Explorer Who Sought the Legendary Cities of Gold

what was francisco coronado famous for is a question that often arises when
discussing the early Spanish explorers in the Americas. Coronado was a 16th-
century Spanish conquistador and explorer best known for leading a large
expedition through the southwestern region of what is now the United States.
His journey left a lasting impact on the mapping and understanding of the
American Southwest, even if the riches he sought never materialized. Let's
dive into the life and legacy of Francisco Coronado and uncover what made him
a notable figure in history.

Who Was Francisco Coronado?

Before exploring what was Francisco Coronado famous for, it helps to
understand who he was. Born around 1510 in Spain, Coronado came from a noble
family and pursued a military career early on. He arrived in New Spain
(modern-day Mexico) in the 1530s, where he quickly gained a reputation as a
capable soldier and leader. His ambition and connections eventually led him
to command one of the most ambitious exploration expeditions of his time.

The Quest for the Seven Cities of Gold

The Legend That Sparked the Expedition

One of the main reasons Francisco Coronado became famous was his expedition
in search of the mythical Seven Cities of Gold, also known as Cíbola. These
cities were rumored to be filled with unimaginable wealth, sparking the
imaginations of many explorers during the Age of Discovery. Stories about
these cities originated from earlier indigenous myths and Spanish tales,
creating a powerful allure for conquistadors eager to find riches and fame.

Coronado’s Expedition Across the Southwest

In 1540, Coronado set out from Mexico with a large group consisting of
soldiers, missionaries, servants, and indigenous guides. His journey took him
through present-day northern Mexico, Arizona, New Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma,
and even as far north as Kansas. Throughout this trek, he encountered various
Native American tribes, from the Zuni Puebloans to the nomadic Plains
Indians. Although the expedition failed to find the legendary cities of gold,



it was the first major European exploration of this vast region.

Mapping the American Southwest

One of the more lasting outcomes of Coronado’s journey was the detailed
information it provided about the geography and native peoples of the
American Southwest. Although no gold was found, his expedition significantly
expanded European knowledge about the interior of North America.

Interactions with Native Tribes

What was Francisco Coronado famous for also includes his encounters with
indigenous communities. These interactions were complex and often fraught
with conflict. While some tribes welcomed the explorers, others resisted
fiercely. Coronado’s reports offer valuable ethnographic insights into the
cultures and lifestyles of these native groups during the 16th century.

Geographical Discoveries

The expedition revealed the existence of the Grand Canyon, the Colorado
River, and vast plains stretching across the continent. Coronado’s journey
helped set the stage for future exploration and colonization of the region,
even though it initially seemed like a frustrating dead end for the Spanish
crown.

The Challenges and Controversies of Coronado’s
Expedition

Harsh Conditions and Hardships

The expedition was grueling. Coronado and his men faced harsh desert
climates, scarcity of food and water, and difficult terrain. The long journey
took a toll on the health and morale of the group, leading to many hardships
that tested the limits of 16th-century exploration.

Impact on Indigenous Populations

While Coronado is remembered as a great explorer, his expedition also had



negative effects on the indigenous peoples. The arrival of Spanish soldiers
often resulted in violent confrontations, forced labor, and the spread of
diseases that devastated native communities. Understanding this darker side
is essential to gaining a balanced view of Coronado’s legacy.

Why Francisco Coronado’s Legacy Endures

Historical Significance

So, what was Francisco Coronado famous for? Beyond searching for gold, he is
renowned for expanding European knowledge and vision of the North American
continent. His expedition helped to lay the groundwork for the eventual
Spanish colonization of the Southwest and influenced later explorers such as
Juan de Oñate.

Coronado in Popular Culture

Coronado’s story has been retold in books, movies, and documentaries, often
highlighting the adventurous and sometimes tragic nature of his quest. His
name appears in various landmarks and institutions, reflecting the enduring
fascination with his journey and its place in American history.

Insights Into Early Exploration Through
Coronado’s Journey

Looking back at what was Francisco Coronado famous for offers more than just
a tale of lost cities. It reveals the complexities of exploration—how myths
drove men to traverse unknown lands, how cultural encounters shaped history,
and how perseverance and curiosity pushed the boundaries of the known world
at the time.

For modern readers, Coronado’s expedition serves as a reminder of the
importance of critical thinking when confronting legends and the need to
respect and understand indigenous cultures. His story underscores the fact
that exploration is not just about discovery but also about the consequences
that follow.

---

Francisco Coronado’s life and journey remain a fascinating chapter in the Age
of Discovery, illustrating the blend of ambition, myth, hardship, and
cultural exchange that defined early European exploration of North America.



His name is forever linked to the mysterious Seven Cities of Gold and the
vast, rugged landscapes of the American Southwest.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Francisco Coronado?
Francisco Vázquez de Coronado was a Spanish conquistador and explorer known
for leading a large expedition from Mexico to present-day Kansas between 1540
and 1542.

What was Francisco Coronado famous for discovering?
Francisco Coronado is famous for his expedition in search of the mythical
Seven Cities of Gold, which led him to explore vast regions of the American
Southwest.

Which areas did Francisco Coronado explore?
Francisco Coronado explored parts of what are now Arizona, New Mexico, Texas,
Oklahoma, and Kansas during his expedition.

Did Francisco Coronado find the Seven Cities of
Gold?
No, Francisco Coronado did not find the Seven Cities of Gold; the cities were
mythical and did not exist.

What impact did Francisco Coronado’s expedition
have?
Coronado’s expedition provided some of the first detailed European accounts
of the American Southwest and helped map the region, despite not finding
gold.

When did Francisco Coronado’s famous expedition take
place?
Francisco Coronado’s expedition took place from 1540 to 1542.

What was the purpose of Francisco Coronado’s
journey?
The purpose of Coronado’s journey was to find the legendary Seven Cities of
Gold and to claim new territories for Spain.



How is Francisco Coronado remembered in history?
Francisco Coronado is remembered as a pioneering explorer of the American
Southwest and as a key figure in Spanish colonial history.

Did Francisco Coronado interact with Native American
tribes?
Yes, during his expedition, Coronado and his men encountered and interacted
with various Native American tribes, including the Pueblo peoples.

Additional Resources
Francisco Coronado: The Explorer Who Sought the Legendary Seven Cities of
Gold

what was francisco coronado famous for is a question that delves deep into
the annals of early Spanish exploration in North America during the 16th
century. Coronado is best known for leading a major expedition from Mexico
into the present-day southwestern United States in search of the mythical
Seven Cities of Gold, also known as Cibola. His journey, spanning from 1540
to 1542, marked one of the first European explorations of vast territories
now within the U.S., profoundly impacting indigenous cultures and colonial
ambitions. This article investigates the significance of Coronado’s
expedition, his legacy, and the historical context that shaped his enduring
fame.

The Historical Context of Francisco Coronado’s
Expedition

Francisco Vázquez de Coronado was a Spanish conquistador and explorer born
around 1510 in Salamanca, Spain. His rise to prominence came during a period
when Spain was aggressively expanding its empire in the Americas, driven by
the promise of wealth, territorial claims, and religious conversion. The
discovery of vast riches in the Aztec and Inca empires had fueled a wave of
expeditions aimed at uncovering similar treasures elsewhere.

In 1539, Coronado received a royal commission from Viceroy Antonio de Mendoza
of New Spain (modern Mexico) to lead an expedition northward. This mission
was sparked by reports from a Franciscan friar, Marcos de Niza, who claimed
to have seen the legendary Seven Cities of Cibola, rumored to be fabulously
wealthy. Coronado’s task was therefore both exploratory and military: to
locate these cities, claim them for Spain, and convert the indigenous peoples
to Christianity.



The Search for the Seven Cities of Gold

Central to understanding what was Francisco Coronado famous for is his
relentless pursuit of the Seven Cities of Gold. These cities were believed to
be opulent urban centers filled with gold and precious stones, a myth deeply
embedded in Spanish colonial imagination. Although rooted more in legend than
fact, the lure of such wealth justified the enormous resources and risks
involved in the expedition.

Coronado’s expedition set out in 1540 with over 300 Spanish soldiers,
hundreds of indigenous allies, and livestock. They traveled through what are
now the Mexican states of Sonora and Chihuahua, then into the American
Southwest, including parts of present-day Arizona, New Mexico, Texas,
Oklahoma, and Kansas. Throughout the journey, Coronado encountered various
Native American tribes such as the Zuni, Hopi, and Wichita, many of whom
resisted or were wary of the Spanish presence.

Despite extensive exploration, Coronado never found the fabled cities.
Instead, he encountered pueblos and settlements that, while culturally rich,
did not possess the gold or treasures that the Spanish sought. The
expedition’s failure to locate the Seven Cities of Gold was a significant
disappointment, yet it yielded unforeseen outcomes in terms of geographic
knowledge and European understanding of North America.

Impact and Legacy of Coronado’s Expedition

Although Coronado did not achieve his original goal, his expedition is
credited with dramatically expanding European knowledge of the interior of
the North American continent. The detailed accounts from Coronado and his
chroniclers provided some of the earliest descriptions of the Great Plains
and southwestern landscapes, flora, fauna, and indigenous cultures. This
information was crucial for future colonizers and explorers.

Geographical Discoveries and Contributions

One of the most notable aspects of Coronado’s expedition was the
documentation of vast, previously unknown territories. His journey took him
across the Grand Canyon, the Colorado River, and the Great Plains, regions
that had not been charted by Europeans before. These explorations helped
dispel myths about the geography of the New World and laid groundwork for the
Spanish claims to these lands.

Furthermore, Coronado’s encounters with native tribes provided early
ethnographic insights. Though often filtered through a colonial lens, these
observations contributed to the European understanding of indigenous
societies, their political structures, and ways of life.



The Consequences for Indigenous Populations

An essential and sobering aspect of Coronado’s fame involves the impact of
his expedition on Native American communities. The Spanish incursion
disrupted local societies through conflict, forced labor, and the spread of
European diseases. Many indigenous groups resisted Coronado’s forces, leading
to violent confrontations such as the Battle of Hawikuh against the Zuni
people.

The expedition also marked the beginning of intensified Spanish colonization
efforts in the Southwest, which would have lasting detrimental effects on
indigenous cultures and autonomy. Coronado’s legacy is therefore intertwined
with the broader narrative of colonial expansion and its complex
consequences.

Why Francisco Coronado Remains a Figure of
Historical Interest

Francisco Coronado is famous not solely because of the riches he failed to
find but because of the broader historical implications of his journey. His
expedition represents a pivotal moment in the European exploration of North
America, bridging the gap between myth and empirical discovery.

Comparison to Other Explorers of His Era

Compared to contemporaries like Hernán Cortés or Francisco Pizarro, who
conquered wealthy empires, Coronado’s expedition lacked immediate material
success. However, unlike these conquests, Coronado’s journey ventured into
largely uncharted and challenging terrains with little prior European
knowledge. This pioneering spirit is part of what sets Coronado apart as a
notable figure in exploration history.

Additionally, Coronado’s expedition was one of the earliest to document the
Great Plains and the American Southwest, which later explorers and settlers
would come to see as vital regions for expansion.

Modern Perspectives on Coronado’s Fame

Today, the question of what was Francisco Coronado famous for invites nuanced
reflection. While his quest for mythical cities may seem quixotic, his role
in opening up the American Southwest to European influence is undeniable.
Modern historians often assess Coronado’s legacy through a critical lens,
acknowledging both his contributions to geographic knowledge and the colonial
violence associated with his expedition.



Moreover, Coronado’s story has permeated cultural memory, inspiring
literature, historical studies, and even place names across the United
States. His name is attached to landmarks, highways, and institutions,
underscoring his lasting imprint on American history.

Key Features of Coronado’s Expedition

To better understand what was Francisco Coronado famous for, it is useful to
outline the defining features of his expedition:

Scale and Scope: One of the largest Spanish expeditions into the
interior of North America at the time, involving hundreds of men and
extensive resources.

Geographical Reach: Traversed present-day northern Mexico, Arizona, New
Mexico, Texas, Oklahoma, and Kansas.

Military Engagements: Included battles and skirmishes with indigenous
peoples defending their homelands.

Ethnographic Documentation: Provided early European accounts of various
Native American cultures.

Myth Versus Reality: The expedition highlighted the disconnect between
indigenous realities and European myths of wealth.

These aspects underline the complexity of Coronado’s expedition and help
explain why his name remains prominent in historical discourse.

In summary, what was Francisco Coronado famous for is less about tangible
treasures and more about his role as a trailblazing explorer who expanded
European horizons in the Americas. His journey embodies the era’s spirit of
discovery, ambition, and the often harsh realities of colonial encounters.
His story continues to captivate historians and the public alike, offering
insights into the early phases of North American exploration and the enduring
interplay between myth and history.
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  what was francisco coronado famous for: The Journey of Coronado Francisco Vazquez de
Coronado, George Parker Winship, 2014-12-31 Francisco Vazquez de Coronado was born to an
affluent family in Salamanca Spain in 1510. Coronado is most famous for his expedition to find the
Seven Cities of Gold, starting in 1540. He explored much of the present-day Southwest United States
and Northern Mexico.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: Francisco Coronado and the Seven Cities of Gold
Shane Mountjoy, William H. Goetzmann, 2009 Spanish legend claimed that there were seven cities
built of gold and filled with treasure in the New World. Coronado and his troupe spent three years
wandering in the American Southwest discovering only the beauty of the landscape. Today he is
seen as a
  what was francisco coronado famous for: The Rise and Fall of the American Empire
Rocky M. Mirza, 2007 Dr. Mirza's unorthodox but refreshing look at the history of the US and its
failure to plant true democracy at home or abroad goes a long way towards explaining its failed
invasion of Iraq.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: Amazing Facts in U.S. History, Grades 5 - 8
Blattner, 2010-08-06 Bring history to life for students in grades 4 and up with Amazing Facts in U.S.
History! Students will love to explore little-known historical facts, folklore, and “facts” often taught
in school that are either untrue or undocumented in this captivating text. Topics covered in this
128-page book include the Fountain of Youth, the first Thanksgiving, the colonies, the Revolutionary
War, George Washington, the Cherokee nation, the Gold Rush, the Wild West, and American
Presidents. The book includes questions, explanations, historical mysteries, quizzes, puzzles, logic
problems, and answer keys.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: Francisco Coronado Shane Mountjoy, 2013-10
Spanish legend claimed that there were seven cities built of gold and filled with treasure in the New
World.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: ,
  what was francisco coronado famous for: Kids InfoBits Presents: Famous Explorers Gale,
Cengage Learning, Who was the first woman to fly over the North Pole? What continents are named
after the explorer Amerigo Vespucci? Who is famous for his unsuccessful search for the Fountain of
Youth? Find out the answers to these questions and more in Kids InfoBits Presents: Famous
Explorers. Famous Explorers contains authoritative, age-appropriate content covering over 40
explorers, including Hernando Cortes, James Cook, and Erik the Red. The content, arranged in A-Z
format, provides interesting and important facts and is geared to fit the needs of elementary
students. Kids InfoBits Presents contains content derived from Kids InfoBits, a content-rich and
easy-to-use digital resource available at your local school or public library. Each eBook contains
authoritative, age-appropriate content covering a broad range of popular topics—including Ancient
Egypt, Astronomy, Dinosaurs, Weather, and more—and provides interesting and important facts
geared to fit the needs of elementary-aged students.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: Discovering A Lost Heritage: the Catholic
Origins of America Adam S. Miller, 2006-05 An eye-opening journey into America's past.
Documents how much of the history that Americans have been taught in public and private schools
and promoted in establishment history texts is at the least, distorted; at worst, it is myth. Before
America became a land of predominantly English Protestants, it was a land explored and settled by
Irish, Scottish, Spanish, and French Catholics. This work documents that the first known explorers,
pioneers, and settlers of America were Catholic. Of the 48 Continental States, Catholics settled first
in thirty-three, while Protestants were first in only fifteen. For example: Did you know:-that there
were settlements by Catholics in New England before the Pilgrims arrived in 1620?-that Catholics
had explored and established settlements in Georgia, the Carolinas, and Virginia before Jamestown
was settled in 1607?-that Catholics had celebrated the truly first Thanksgiving feast in America
eighty years before the Pilgrims did?



  what was francisco coronado famous for: American History Simulations Max W. Fischer,
1993 Activities designed to bring the past into the present getting students involved with situations
relevant to famous episodes in American history through simulations.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Latino History
and Culture D. H. Figueredo, 2002 Offers an overview of Latin American history, politics,
education, work, and entertainment, including Latin American dance styles, recipes, and well-known
personalities.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: Famous Americans Victor J. Danilov, 2013-09-26
People who are considered “famous” can be found in many different fields. This book describes 472
museums, historic sites, and memorials about 409 people in 26 categories: Actors Explorers
Playwrights Architects First Ladies Poets Artists/Sculptors Frontiersmen Presidents Athletes
Journalists/Publishers Public Officials/ Author/Writers Medical Innovators Political Figures
Aviators/Astronauts Military Figures Religious Leaders Business/Industrial/Financial
Musicians/Singers/ Scientists/Engineers/ Figures Composers Inventors Educators Outlaws Social
Activists Entertainers Patriotic Figures Socialites They include such people as Clark Gable, Judy
Garland, Georgia O’Keeffe, Norman Rockwell, Ernest Hemingway, Edgar Allan Poe, Sinclair Lewis,
Henry Ford, Thomas Edison, Will Rogers, Daniel Boone, Buffalo Bill Cody, William Randolph Hearst,
Douglas MacArthur, Robert E. Lee, Louis Armstrong, Elvis Presley, Betsy Ross, Carl Sandburg, Jesse
James, Benjamin Franklin, Daniel Webster, Billy Graham, Martin Luther King, Jr., Jane Addams,
Frederick Douglass, Doris Duke, Helen Keller, Wilbur and Orville Wright, and all the Presidents,
including George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt. Among the sites of the
museums and other tributes are such places as the Katharine Hepburn Museum, Thomas Hart
Benton Home and Studio, Babe Ruth Museum, Louisa May Alcott’s Orchard House, Mark Twain
House and Museum, Charles A. Lindberg Historic Site, Lincoln Memorial, Morgan Library and
Museum, Kit Carson Home and Museum, Clara Barton National Historic Site, Stonewall Jackson’s
Home, Marian Anderson Residence/Museum and Birthplace, Stephen Foster Memorial Museum,
Tennessee Williams Birthplace/Home, Mount Vernon: George Washington’s Estate and Gardens,
Roger Williams National Memorial, Rachel Carson Homestead, Rosa Parks Library and Museum, and
Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum. In addition to the chapters and directory, the book
includes a geographical guide to the sites, selected bibliography, index, and 29 photographs.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: The Spanish In America Thompson, 2005-08-01
Chronicles The Spanish Exploration And Early Colonization Of America.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: Coronado's Quest Arthur Grove Day,
  what was francisco coronado famous for: Historical Dictionary of the American Frontier
Jay H. Buckley, Brenden W. Rensink, 2015-05-05 The Historical Dictionary of the American Frontier
covers early Euro-American exploration and development of frontiers in North America but not only
the lands that would eventually be incorporated into the Unites States it also includes the multiple
North American frontiers explored by Spain, France, Russia, England, and others. The focus is upon
Euro-American activities in frontier exploration and development, but the roles of indigenous
peoples in these processes is highlighted throughout. The history of this period is covered through a
chronology, an introductory essay, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over
300 cross-referenced entries on explorers, adventurers, traders, religious orders, developers, and
indigenous peoples. This book is an excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone
wanting to know more about the development of the American frontier.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: U.S. History For Dummies Steve Wiegand,
2014-04-08 Ace your next history test with this concise, easy-to-read guide U.S. History for
Dummies, 3rd Edition fills the need to improve high school proficiency in history by providing a
complete history of the United States, presented in an accessible, reader-friendly format designed to
engage students while reinforcing lessons learned in class. The National Assessment of Educational
Progress 2011 report showed that only 12% of high school seniors in the U.S. perform at a proficient
level in history. This, coupled with the fact that U.S. History courses and AP exams have been



redesigned to remedy the situation, means that many students and parents are in need of a
supplemental study guide. Award-winning political journalist and history writer Steve Wiegand
guides you through the events that shaped our nation, from pre-Columbian civilizations to the 21st
century. The explorers, the wars, the leaders, and the eras are all fully explored and explained,
demonstrating how the past influences the future. From the Boston Tea Party to the current Tea
Party, the updated 3rd edition includes information about events that have occurred since the
previous edition's 2009 release. New coverage includes: Recession recovery, including federal
efforts, unemployment, and the widening class divide The rise of the extreme right and the bitter
divisions between political parties and geographic regions Seeking the balance between superpower
and domestic caretaker The impact of social media, government surveillance, and cyber crime Not
all history is old news, and what happened yesterday affects us all today. It is vitally important that
all U.S. citizens are well-versed in the building of our nation, and remain aware of current events.
For students and parents wondering what they've missed, U.S. History for Dummies, 3rd Edition
unlocks the door to the past—and the future.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: The Light and the Glory for Young Readers
(Discovering God's Plan for America) Peter Marshall, David Manuel, Anna Wilson Fishel,
2011-11-01 From the very beginning it would seem that God had a plan for America. From its
discovery by Europeans to its settlement, from the Revolution to Manifest Destiny, from the stirrings
of civil unrest to civil war, America was on a path. In our pluralistic world, when textbooks are being
rewritten in ways that obscure the Judeo-Christian beginnings of our country, the books in the
Discovering God's Plan for America series help ground young readers in a distinctly evangelical way
of understanding early American history. As young readers look at their nation's development from
God's point of view, they will begin to have a clearer idea of how much we owe to a very few--and
how much is still at stake. These engaging books bring history alive in a way that will inspire young
people to do their important part in shaping this nation into the future.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: HISTORY ALIVE NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2024-05-15 If you need a free PDF practice set of this book for your studies, feel free to reach out to
me at cbsenet4u@gmail.com, and I'll send you a copy! THE HISTORY ALIVE MCQ (MULTIPLE
CHOICE QUESTIONS) SERVES AS A VALUABLE RESOURCE FOR INDIVIDUALS AIMING TO
DEEPEN THEIR UNDERSTANDING OF VARIOUS COMPETITIVE EXAMS, CLASS TESTS, QUIZ
COMPETITIONS, AND SIMILAR ASSESSMENTS. WITH ITS EXTENSIVE COLLECTION OF MCQS,
THIS BOOK EMPOWERS YOU TO ASSESS YOUR GRASP OF THE SUBJECT MATTER AND YOUR
PROFICIENCY LEVEL. BY ENGAGING WITH THESE MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS, YOU CAN
IMPROVE YOUR KNOWLEDGE OF THE SUBJECT, IDENTIFY AREAS FOR IMPROVEMENT, AND
LAY A SOLID FOUNDATION. DIVE INTO THE HISTORY ALIVE MCQ TO EXPAND YOUR HISTORY
ALIVE KNOWLEDGE AND EXCEL IN QUIZ COMPETITIONS, ACADEMIC STUDIES, OR
PROFESSIONAL ENDEAVORS. THE ANSWERS TO THE QUESTIONS ARE PROVIDED AT THE END
OF EACH PAGE, MAKING IT EASY FOR PARTICIPANTS TO VERIFY THEIR ANSWERS AND
PREPARE EFFECTIVELY.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: The Light and the Glory (God's Plan for
America Book #1) Peter Marshall, David Manuel, 2009-03-01 Did Columbus believe that God
called him west to undiscovered lands? Does American democracy owe its inception to the handful of
Pilgrims that settled at Plymouth? If, indeed, there was a specific, divine call upon this nation, is it
still valid today? The Light and the Glory answers these questions and many more for history buffs.
As readers look at their nation's history from God's point of view, they will begin to have an idea of
how much we owe to a very few--and how much is still at stake. Now revised and expanded for the
first time in more than thirty years, The Light and the Glory is poised to show new readers just how
special their country is.
  what was francisco coronado famous for: AP* U.S. History Review and Study Guide for
American Pageant 14th edition Mill Hill Books,
  what was francisco coronado famous for: Francisco López de Gómara's General History of



the Indies , 2024-01-02 This work is the first English translation of the entire text of part one of
sixteenth-century Spanish historian Francisco López de Gómara’s General History of the Indies.
Including substantial critical annotations and providing access to various readings and passages
added to or removed from the successive editions of the 1550s, this translation expands the archive
of texts available to English speakers reconsidering the various aspects of the European invasion of
America. General History of the Indies was the first universal history of the recent discoveries and
conquests of the New World made available to the Old World audience. At publication it consisted of
two parts: the first a general history of the European discovery, conquest, and settlement of the
Americas, and the second a detailed description of Cortés’s conquest of Mexico. Part one—in the
multiple Spanish editions and translations into Italian and French published at the time—was the
most comprehensive, popular, and accessible account of the natural history and geography of the
Americas, the ethnology of the peoples of the New World, and the history of the Spanish conquest,
including the most recent developments in Peru. Despite its original and continued importance,
however, it had never been translated into English. Gómara’s history communicates Europeans’
general understanding of the New World throughout the middle and later sixteenth century. A lively,
comparatively brief description of Europe’s expansion into the Americas with significant importance
to today’s understanding of the early modern worldview, Francisco López de Gómara’s General
History of the Indies will be of great interest to students of and specialists in Latin American history,
Latin American literature, anthropology, and cultural studies, as well as specialists in Spanish
American intellectual history and colonial Latin America.
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