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**The Treaty of Tordesillas: Definition and Its Role in World History**

treaty of tordesillas definition world history often refers to a landmark agreement signed in
1494 between Spain and Portugal, which fundamentally shaped the course of global exploration and
colonization. This treaty divided newly discovered lands outside Europe between the two Iberian
powers along a meridian 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde islands. Understanding this pivotal
moment in world history offers insight into early European imperialism, the Age of Discovery, and
how modern geopolitical boundaries began to take shape.

The Historical Context of the Treaty of Tordesillas

The late 15th century was a time of intense maritime exploration. Following the fall of
Constantinople in 1453 and the desire to find new trade routes to Asia, European kingdoms were
eager to expand their influence overseas. Portugal, under Prince Henry the Navigator, had already
made significant advances along Africa’s west coast, while Spain was on the verge of completing the
Reconquista, culminating in the 1492 conquest of Granada.

When Christopher Columbus returned from his first voyage in 1493, claiming new lands for Spain,
tensions arose with Portugal. Both nations were competing to claim the lucrative territories and
trade routes in the newly discovered world. The Pope, Alexander VI, intervened by issuing a papal
bull that essentially drew an imaginary line in the Atlantic Ocean, granting Spain exclusive rights to
lands west of the line and Portugal rights to the east. However, this demarcation was ambiguous and
contested.

Why the Treaty Was Necessary

The Treaty of Tordesillas came about because the initial papal division created confusion and
dissatisfaction, especially from Portugal. Both nations needed a clearer, mutually agreed-upon
boundary to prevent conflict and ensure their overseas conquests were recognized internationally.
The treaty was negotiated and signed on June 7, 1494, in the town of Tordesillas, Spain, with
representatives from both monarchies.

What the Treaty of Tordesillas Defined

At its core, the treaty defined a longitudinal line approximately 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde
Islands. This line served as the dividing boundary for Spanish and Portuguese exploration and
colonization rights.



Key Provisions of the Treaty

¢ Division of Territories: Lands discovered to the west of the line would belong to Spain, while
those to the east would belong to Portugal.

¢ Respect for Sovereignty: Both countries agreed to respect the territorial claims of the other
and avoid conflict over newly found lands.

¢ Exploration and Colonization Rights: Both nations retained exclusive rights to explore,
claim, and govern territories within their designated zones.

This clear division helped avoid potential military conflicts between Spain and Portugal and provided
a framework for further exploration.

The Impact of the Treaty on Global Exploration

The treaty had profound implications for world history, influencing how European powers divided
and dominated the newly discovered world.

Portugal’s Gains and the Birth of Brazil

Although Portugal initially focused on Africa and Asia, the Treaty of Tordesillas unexpectedly
secured its claim to a portion of South America. When Pedro Alvares Cabral landed on the Brazilian
coast in 1500, Portugal asserted its rights under the treaty. This led to the establishment of Brazil as
Portugal’s primary colony in the Americas, making it the largest Portuguese-speaking country today.

Spain’s Colonization of the Americas

Spain, granted rights to vast territories west of the line, launched extensive expeditions throughout
the Caribbean, Mexico, and South America. This resulted in the creation of powerful colonial
empires, influencing the culture, language, and demographics of much of the Western Hemisphere.

Limitations and Challenges of the Treaty of Tordesillas

While the treaty was a significant diplomatic achievement, it was far from perfect and presented
several challenges.



Ambiguity of the Line

The exact location of the dividing line was difficult to determine with the navigational techniques of
the 15th century. This ambiguity led to disputes and overlapping claims, especially as explorers
ventured further into the Pacific and other unexplored regions.

Exclusion of Other European Powers

The treaty was an agreement solely between Spain and Portugal, disregarding the ambitions of other
emerging European powers such as England, France, and the Netherlands. These nations eventually
challenged Iberian dominance, leading to conflicts and colonization efforts beyond the treaty’s
scope.

Indigenous Peoples and the Treaty

It’s important to recognize that the treaty completely ignored the rights and sovereignty of
indigenous populations inhabiting the territories. The division was made without their consent and
laid the foundation for colonization, exploitation, and cultural upheaval that would profoundly affect
native peoples.

The Treaty’s Legacy in Modern World History

The Treaty of Tordesillas is a landmark in the history of diplomacy, colonialism, and international
law. It represents one of the earliest attempts to regulate territorial claims on a global scale and
influenced subsequent treaties and negotiations among European powers.

Shaping Language and Culture

Thanks to the treaty, a distinct linguistic and cultural divide emerged in the Americas. Portuguese
became the dominant language in Brazil, while Spanish prevailed in much of Latin America. This
linguistic bifurcation remains a defining characteristic of the region today.

Influence on Modern Borders

While modern borders have evolved considerably, the treaty’s initial division laid groundwork for
territorial boundaries in South America. The treaty’s legacy is evident in the geopolitical landscape
centuries later.



Lessons in Diplomacy and Conflict Resolution

The Treaty of Tordesillas stands as an early example of conflict avoidance through negotiation and
diplomatic compromise. It highlights the importance of international agreements in managing
competing interests—a principle still relevant in today’s global relations.

Exploring the treaty’s full story offers a fascinating glimpse into how a simple line drawn on a map
helped shape the destiny of continents, cultures, and peoples. The treaty’s role in world history
exemplifies how agreements between nations can have far-reaching effects, echoing through time
and geography.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the Treaty of Tordesillas?

The Treaty of Tordesillas was an agreement signed in 1494 between Spain and Portugal, which
divided newly discovered lands outside Europe between the two countries along a meridian 370
leagues west of the Cape Verde islands.

Why was the Treaty of Tordesillas important in world history?

The Treaty of Tordesillas was important because it helped avoid conflict between Spain and Portugal
over newly discovered lands during the Age of Exploration and significantly influenced the
colonization and political boundaries in the Americas and other parts of the world.

Which two countries were involved in the Treaty of
Tordesillas?

The Treaty of Tordesillas was signed between Spain and Portugal.

When and where was the Treaty of Tordesillas signed?

The Treaty of Tordesillas was signed in 1494 in the town of Tordesillas, Spain.

How did the Treaty of Tordesillas affect the colonization of the
Americas?

The treaty granted Spain rights to most of the Americas except for Brazil, which fell on the
Portuguese side of the demarcation line, leading to Portuguese colonization of Brazil and Spanish
control over much of the rest of the continent.

What was the main purpose of the Treaty of Tordesillas?

The main purpose of the Treaty of Tordesillas was to resolve disputes between Spain and Portugal
over newly discovered lands by dividing the non-European world between them to avoid conflict.



Additional Resources
**The Treaty of Tordesillas: Definition and Impact in World History**

treaty of tordesillas definition world history marks a pivotal moment in the early modern period,
representing a landmark agreement between Spain and Portugal that reshaped the geopolitical
landscape of the Age of Exploration. Signed in 1494, the Treaty of Tordesillas aimed to resolve
conflicts arising from the newly discovered lands by Christopher Columbus and other explorers,
effectively dividing the non-European world between two emerging maritime powers. Understanding
the treaty's definition, historical context, and long-term implications provides critical insight into the
colonial rivalry that influenced global history for centuries.

Historical Context of the Treaty of Tordesillas

The late 15th century was characterized by fervent maritime exploration, primarily driven by Spain
and Portugal, two nations eager to expand their influence and wealth through overseas discoveries.
The voyages of Christopher Columbus, sponsored by Spain in 1492, ignited tensions between the
Iberian neighbors, who both laid claim to various territories in the New World and beyond. The
Papal Bull Inter caetera, issued by Pope Alexander VI in 1493, attempted to mediate these claims by
drawing an imaginary line 100 leagues west of the Azores and Cape Verde islands, granting Spain
rights to lands west of the line and Portugal rights to the east.

However, this papal decree was insufficient to prevent disputes, leading to the negotiation and
eventual signing of the Treaty of Tordesillas on June 7, 1494. The treaty moved the demarcation line
to 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde islands, providing Portugal with clearer rights over territories
such as Brazil, which was later colonized by the Portuguese. This treaty was significant because it
represented one of the first formal attempts to regulate the global division of newly discovered lands
in a legal framework, influencing colonial policies and international relations.

Key Provisions and Features of the Treaty

The Treaty of Tordesillas essentially divided the non-Christian world outside Europe into two
spheres of influence:

e Demarcation Line: Established at 370 leagues west of the Cape Verde Islands, the line was
intended to separate Spanish and Portuguese territorial claims.

e Spanish Rights: Spain was granted exclusive rights to explore, conquer, and colonize lands
west of the line, which included most of the Americas.

e Portuguese Rights: Portugal was granted similar rights east of the line, covering parts of
Africa, Asia, and eventually Brazil.

e Mutual Recognition: Both parties agreed to respect the treaty’s boundaries and refrain from
encroachment on each other’s territories.



Notably, the treaty did not address claims by other European powers such as England, France, and
the Netherlands, which later challenged the Iberian dominance in global exploration and
colonization.

Implications and Consequences in Global History

The treaty's effect on world history was profound, shaping the colonial map and influencing
international relations for centuries. It laid the groundwork for the Portuguese Empire’s foothold in
Brazil and established Spain’s predominance in the majority of the Americas. However, the treaty
was based on limited geographical knowledge, and the exact location of the demarcation line was
ambiguous, leading to disputes and reinterpretations.

Impact on Colonial Expansion

Portugal’s discovery and colonization of Brazil in the early 16th century was a direct result of the
Treaty of Tordesillas. The eastern bulge of South America fell within Portugal’s sphere, allowing it to
establish a vast colony rich in resources. Conversely, Spain focused on the vast territories of Central
and South America, including powerful indigenous empires like the Aztec and Inca.

The treaty also influenced the Portuguese presence in Africa and Asia, including key trading posts in

India (Goa), East Africa (Mozambique), and Southeast Asia (Malacca), facilitating their emergence as
a dominant maritime empire.

Limitations and Challenges

While the treaty provided a legal framework, it had several limitations:
¢ Exclusion of Other Powers: The treaty was a bilateral agreement that ignored emerging
European powers, which later contested Iberian claims.

¢ Geographical Ambiguities: The lack of precise longitudinal measurement made enforcement
difficult, contributing to overlapping claims.

e Indigenous Peoples: The treaty disregarded the sovereignty and rights of indigenous
populations, leading to centuries of colonization, exploitation, and cultural disruption.

Despite these challenges, the Treaty of Tordesillas remained a reference point in international
diplomacy and colonial negotiations well into the 17th century.



Legacy in Modern International Law and History

The treaty is often cited as an early example of international boundary agreements and the use of
diplomacy to regulate territorial expansion. It highlights the role of papal authority in mediating
European disputes during the Renaissance and reflects the Eurocentric worldview of the era.
Moreover, the treaty’s legacy persists in the linguistic and cultural divisions of Latin America today,
where Portuguese is spoken in Brazil and Spanish throughout much of the rest of the continent. The

geopolitical boundaries established contributed to the formation of distinct national identities and
colonial histories.

The Treaty’s Place in World History Education

In the study of world history, the Treaty of Tordesillas serves as a crucial case study to understand:

e How European powers negotiated territorial claims during the Age of Discovery.
e The early mechanisms of international diplomacy and conflict resolution.

e The impact of colonialism on global demography, economics, and cultures.

By analyzing this treaty, historians and scholars gain a nuanced perspective on the complexities of
early modern imperialism and the origins of global interconnectivity.

The treaty’s significance extends beyond its immediate political effects to encompass broader
themes of exploration, power, and cultural encounter that shaped the trajectory of world history.
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treaty of tordesillas definition world history: The Atlantic Slave Trade in World History
Jeremy Black, 2015-03-12 In The Atlantic Slave Trade in World History, Jeremy Black presents a
compact yet comprehensive survey of slavery and its impact on the world, primarily centered on the
Atlantic trade. Opening with a clear discussion of the problems of defining slavery, the book goes on
to investigate the Atlantic slave trade from its origins to abolition, including comparisons to other
systems of slavery outside the Atlantic region and the persistence of modern-day slavery. Crucially,
the book does not ask readers to abandon their emotional ties to the subject, but puts events in
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context so that it becomes clear how such an institution not only arose, but flourished. Black shows
that slavery and the slave trade were not merely add-ons to the development of Western civilization,
but intimately linked to it. In a vital and accessible narrative, The Atlantic Slave Trade in World
History enables students to understand this terrible element of human history and how it shaped the
modern world.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: World History Steven Wallech, Touraj
Daryaee, Craig Hendricks, Anne Lynne Negus, Peter P. Wan, Gordon Morris Bakken, 2013-01-22
World History: A Concise Thematic Analysis presents the highly anticipated second edition of the
most affordable and accessible survey of world history designed for use at the college level. This text
offers a comparative analysis of great civilizations of Eurasia, Africa, and the Americas in an
engaging narrative that contextualizes history instead of drowning students in a sea of facts. Themes
addressed include population dynamics, food production challenges, disease history, warfare, and
others. Instructor resources are available online for this text. This new edition of World History: A
Concise Thematic Analysis features a newly-designed interior organization to enhance navigation
and comprehension of the material. An instructors' test bank is available online.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: The Sea in World History Stephen K. Stein,
2017-04-24 This two-volume set documents the essential role of the sea and maritime activity across
history, from travel and food production to commerce and conquest. In all eras, water transport has
served as the cheapest and most efficient means of moving cargo and people over any significant
distance. Only relatively recently have railroads and aircraft provided an alternative. Most of the
world's bulk goods continue to travel primarily by ship over water. Even today, 95 percent of the
cargo that enters and leaves the United States does so by ship. Similarly, people around the world
rely on the sea for food, and in recent years, the sea has become an important source of oil and other
resources, with the longterm effects of our continuing efforts to extract resources from the sea
further highlighting environmental concerns that range from pollution to the exhaustion of fish
stocks. This chronologically organized two-volume reference addresses the history of the sea,
beginning with ancient civilizations (4000 to 1000 BCE) and ending with the modern era (1945 to
the present day). Each of the eight chapters is further broken down into sections that focus on
specific nations or regions, offering detailed descriptions of that area of the world and shorter
entries on specific topics, individuals, and events. The book spans maritime history, covering major
seafaring peoples and nations; famous explorers, travelers, and commanders; events, battles, and
wars; key technologies, including famous ships; important processes and ongoing events, such as
piracy and the slave trade; and more. Readers will benefit from dozens of primary source
documents—ranging from ancient Egyptian tales of seafaring to texts by renowned travelers like
Marco Polo, Zheng He, and Ibn Battuta—that provide firsthand accounts from the age of discovery
as well as accounts of battle from World War I and II and more modern accounts of the sea.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: WORLD HISTORY NARAYAN CHANGDER,
2024-03-04 Note: Anyone can request the PDF version of this practice set/workbook by emailing me
at cbsenet4u@gmail.com. You can also get full PDF books in quiz format on our youtube channel
https://www.youtube.com/@SmartQuizWorld-n2q .. I will send you a PDF version of this workbook.
This book has been designed for candidates preparing for various competitive examinations. It
contains many objective questions specifically designed for different exams. Answer keys are
provided at the end of each page. It will undoubtedly serve as the best preparation material for
aspirants. This book is an engaging quiz eBook for all and offers something for everyone. This book
will satisfy the curiosity of most students while also challenging their trivia skills and introducing
them to new information. Use this invaluable book to test your subject-matter expertise.
Multiple-choice exams are a common assessment method that all prospective candidates must be
familiar with in today?s academic environment. Although the majority of students are accustomed to
this MCQ format, many are not well-versed in it. To achieve success in MCQ tests, quizzes, and trivia
challenges, one requires test-taking techniques and skills in addition to subject knowledge. It also
provides you with the skills and information you need to achieve a good score in challenging tests or



competitive examinations. Whether you have studied the subject on your own, read for pleasure, or
completed coursework, it will assess your knowledge and prepare you for competitive exams,
quizzes, trivia, and more.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: The Complete Idiot's Guide to World History,
2nd Edition Timothy Hall, M.A., 2012-01-03 Puts world events in a context that is relevant for
today's students and casual readers Updated to include the significant events from the past several
years

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: Inequality around the World Deric Shannon,
2025-02-06 A two-volume set intended for readers interested in understanding the political and
cultural underpinnings of socioeconomic inequality across the globe, Inequality around the World
examines key drivers and shapers of inequality at the local, national, and international level. The
two-volume set includes 33 in-depth chapters covering such issues as public and private healthcare,
environmental protection and pollution, housing, disability, women's rights, land policies,
antisemitism, sexual orientation and gender diversity, race and racism, political representation, and
access to higher education. Each chapter compares and contrasts conditions in major countries,
including the USA, Russia, India, China, and Germany, as well as in wider regions like the Middle
East, West Africa, Central America, and Eastern Europe. Scrupulously researched and wide-ranging
in coverage, Inequality around the World provides an in-depth survey of socioeconomic inequality in
the 21st century in all its many forms.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: The Global History of Portugal Carlos Fiolhais,
José Eduardo Franco, José Pedro Paiva, 2021-12-06 For thousands of years, Portugal has been the
point of arrival and departure for peoples, cultures, languages, ideas, fashions, behaviours, beliefs,
institutions and produce. While its miscegenation and global multimodal activity enriched the world
in many ways, it also provoked violence, war, suffering and resistance. The Global History of
Portugal contains 93 chapters grouped into five parts: Pre-history, Antiquity, Middle Ages, Early
Modern period and Modern World. Each chapter begins with an event, interpreted in the light of
global history. Each part opens with an introduction, offering a perspective of the period in question.
The three Editors, five Scientific Coordinators (Joao Luis Cardoso, Carlos Fabido, Bernardo
Vasconcelos e Sousa, Catia Antunes and Antdnio Costa Pinto) and ninety Contributors offer a critical
and analytical synthesis of the history that originated in Portuguese territory or passed through it,
stimulating the process of encounter and dis-encounter in todays global world. The history presented
gives special attention to the world that moulded Portugal and the Portuguese, and to the ways
Portugal configured the world. It seeks to identify and understand the transversal entanglements of
historic impact and the impulses these gave to the construction of Portugal and the world.
Contemporary reflection and academic scholarship on the global history of leading nations has
stimulated a rethinking of the past and a more comprehensive recognition of legacy. Historians can
no longer overlook the wider world with which their country of investigation has interacted.
Portugal's role in the dynamic circulation of peoples and ideas makes it global history not only
unique by way of what took place but also in terms of a potential academic template for better
understanding of how the past shapes the present, and more particularly the importance of
acknowledging a country's past historic mis-steps and how these are dealt with by contemporary
populations.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: A History of the World in 12 Maps Jerry
Brotton, 2014-10-28 A New York Times Bestseller “Maps allow the armchair traveler to roam the
world, the diplomat to argue his points, the ruler to administer his country, the warrior to plan his
campaigns and the propagandist to boost his cause... rich and beautiful.” - Wall Street Journal
Throughout history, maps have been fundamental in shaping our view of the world, and our place in
it. But far from being purely scientific objects, maps of the world are unavoidably ideological and
subjective, intimately bound up with the systems of power and authority of particular times and
places. Mapmakers do not simply represent the world, they construct it out of the ideas of their age.
In this scintillating book, Jerry Brotton examines the significance of 12 maps - from the almost




mystical representations of ancient history to the satellite-derived imagery of today. He vividly
recreates the environments and circumstances in which each of the maps was made, showing how
each conveys a highly individual view of the world. Brotton shows how each of his maps both
influenced and reflected contemporary events and how, by considering it in all its nuances and
omissions, we can better understand the world that produced it. Although the way we map our
surroundings is more precise than ever before, Brotton argues that maps today are no more
definitive or objective than they have ever been. Readers of this beautifully illustrated and
masterfully argued book will never look at a map in quite the same way again. “A fascinating and
panoramic new history of the cartographer’s art.” - The Guardian “The intellectual background to
these images is conveyed with beguiling erudition.... There is nothing more subversive than a map.”
- The Spectator “A mesmerizing and beautifully illustrated book.” —The Telegraph

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: An Atlas and Survey of Latin American History
Michael LaRosa, German R. Mejia, 2014-12-18 An Atlas and Survey of Latin American History makes
the geography, the demography, and the political, social, and economic history of the region easily
accessible in clearly drawn black-and-white maps and accompanying text. Fully up to date, it
provides a topical overview of Latin American development from earliest times to the present day,
bringing to light patterns of continuity and change. The Atlas is ideal for beginning through
advanced college students, area specialists, and secondary school AP students. It demonstrates the
close linkages between Latin American history, culture, economic development, and geographic
realities. Each entry and map is accompanied by a brief, carefully selected bibliography.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: Sovereignty and Revolution in the Iberian
Atlantic Jeremy Adelman, 2021-06-08 This book takes a bold new look at both Spain's and Portugal's
New World empires in a trans-Atlantic context. It argues that modern notions of sovereignty in the
Atlantic world have been unstable, contested, and equivocal from the start. It shows how much
contemporary notions of sovereignty emerged in the Americas as a response to European imperial
crises in the age of revolutions. Jeremy Adelman reveals how many modern-day uncertainties about
property, citizenship, and human rights were forged in an epic contest over the very nature of state
power in the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. Sovereignty and Revolution in the Iberian
Atlantic offers a new understanding of Latin American and Atlantic history, one that blurs traditional
distinctions between the imperial and the colonial. It shows how the Spanish and Portuguese
empires responded to the pressures of rival states and merchant capitalism in the eighteenth
century. As empires adapted, the ties between colonies and mother countries transformed,
recreating trans-Atlantic bonds of loyalty and interests. In the end, colonies repudiated their Iberian
loyalties not so much because they sought independent nationhood. Rather, as European conflicts
and revolutions swept across the Atlantic, empires were no longer viable models of sovereignty--and
there was less to be loyal to. The Old Regimes collapsed before subjects began to imagine new ones
in their place. The emergence of Latin American nations--indeed many of our contemporary notions
of sovereignty--was the effect, and not the cause, of the breakdown of European empires.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: World History Anatole Gregory Mazour, John
M. Peoples, 1993

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: Globalization, Language, and Culture
Richard Lee, 2006 Globalization is a complex phenomenon that has deep ties in the past movement
of people and ideas around the world. While many people voice the fear that the power of Western
culture, and in particular American culture, will overwhelm or even obliterate indigenous cultures
and languages, this author argues that the impact of culture is never a one-way street. The
interconnectedness of the modern world allows input from the United States to the rest of the world,
and at the same time allows the movement of ideas and people from faraway countries to our shores.
Book jacket.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: The Other World Joseph N. Weatherby, Craig
Arceneaux, Emmit B. Evans, Dianne Long, Ira Reed, Olga D. Carter, 2016-01-08 The Other World
combines a thematic and area studies approach to explore contemporary global issues in the



developing world. Accessible and interdisciplinary, this text offers political, economic, social, and
historical analysis plus case studies on Latin America, Sub-Saharan Africa, North Africa and the
Middle East, Central Asia and the Southern Near Abroad, and Asia. Highlighting similarities and
differences among these regions and focusing on enduring problems, The Other World is a practical
look at the issues affecting the majority of the world's population.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: 5 Steps to a 5 AP World History 2016,
Cross-Platform Edition Peggy J. Martin, 2015-07-31 A 5-step program for success on the AP World
History exam. The unique Cross-Platform format enables you to study the entire program in print,
online, or on a mobile device. 5 Steps to a 5: AP World History will guide your preparation program
and help you build the skills, knowledge, and test-taking confidence you need to succeed. This fully
revised edition covers the latest course syllabus and matches the latest exam. Features include: 3
complete practice AP World History exams All the terms and concepts needed to get a top score 3
separate study plans to fit a test-taker's learning style About the Cross-Platform format: The
Cross-Platform format provides a fully comprehensive print, online, and mobile program: Entire
instructional content available in print and digital form Personalized study plan and daily goals
Powerful analytics to assess test readiness Flashcards, games, and social media for additional
support For the time-pressured AP student, this unparalleled digital access means that full study
resources are always at hand.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: The Princeton Companion to Atlantic
History Joseph C. Miller, Vincent Brown, Jorge Cafizares-Esguerra, Laurent Dubois, Karen Ordahl
Kupperman, 2015-01-18 The first encyclopedic reference to Atlantic history Between the fifteenth
and nineteenth centuries, the connections among Africa, the Americas, and Europe transformed
world history—through maritime exploration, commercial engagements, human migrations and
settlements, political realignments and upheavals, cultural exchanges, and more. This book, the first
encyclopedic reference work on Atlantic history, takes an integrated, multicontinental approach that
emphasizes the dynamics of change and the perspectives and motivations of the peoples who made it
happen. The entries—all specially commissioned for this volume from an international team of
leading scholars—synthesize the latest scholarship on central themes, including economics,
migration, politics, war, technologies and science, the physical environment, and culture. Part one
features five major essays that trace the changes distinctive to each chronological phase of Atlantic
history. Part two includes more than 125 entries on key topics, from the seemingly familiar viewed in
unfamiliar and provocative ways (the Seven Years' War, trading companies) to less conventional
subjects (family networks, canon law, utopias). This is an indispensable resource for students,
researchers, and scholars in a range of fields, from early American, African, Latin American, and
European history to the histories of economics, religion, and science. The first encyclopedic
reference on Atlantic history Features five major essays and more than 125 alphabetical entries
Provides essential context on major areas of change: Economies (for example, the slave trade,
marine resources, commodities, specie, trading companies) Populations (emigrations, Native
American removals, blended communities) Politics and law (the law of nations, royal liberties,
paramount chiefdoms, independence struggles in Haiti, the Hispanic Americas, the United States,
and France) Military actions (the African and Napoleonic wars, the Seven Years' War, wars of
conquest) Technologies and science (cartography, nautical science, geography, healing practices)
The physical environment (climate and weather, forest resources, agricultural production, food and
diets, disease) Cultures and communities (captivity narratives, religions and religious practices)
Includes original contributions from Sven Beckert, Holly Brewer, Peter A. Coclanis, Seymour
Drescher, Eliga H. Gould, David S. Jones, Wim Klooster, Mark Peterson, Steven Pincus, Richard
Price and Sophia Rosenfeld, and many more Contains illustrations, maps, and bibliographies

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: Human Territoriality Robert David Sack,
1986-11-06 First published in 1986, this book demonstrates that territoriality for humans is not an
instinct, but a powerful and often indispensable geographical strategy used to control people and
things by controlling area. This argument is developed by analysing the possible advantages and



disadvantages that territoriality can provide, and by considering why some and not others arise at
particular times. Major changes are explored in the relationships between territory and society from
primitive times to the present day, with special attention to the distinctions between premodern and
modern uses of space and territory. Specific analyses of the pre-modern uses of territoriality are
provided by the history of the Catholic Church, and, for the modern context, by study of North
American political territorial organization and the organization of factory, office, and home.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: World History: Connections to Today Elisabeth
Gaynor Ellis, Pearson/Prentice Hall, 2003-12

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: Re-imagining International Relations Barry
Buzan, Amitav Acharya, 2021-12-09 Buzan and Acharya challenge the discipline of International
Relations to reimagine itself in the light of the thinking about, and practice of, international relations
and world order from premodern India, China and the Islamic world. This prequel to their 2019
book, The Making of Global International Relations, takes the story back from the two-century tale of
modern IR, to reveal the deep global history of the discipline. It shows the multiple origins and
meanings of many concepts thought of as only modern and Western. It opens pathways for the rest
of the world into this most Eurocentric of disciplines, encouraging them to bring their own histories,
concepts and theories with them. The authors have written this book with the hope of inspiring
others to extend these pathways by bringing in a wider array of cultures, and exploring how they
thought about and acted in worlds composed of multiple, independent, collective actors.

treaty of tordesillas definition world history: The Routledge Handbook of Mapping and
Cartography Alexander ]. Kent, Peter Vujakovic, 2017-10-04 This new Handbook unites
cartographic theory and praxis with the principles of cartographic design and their application. It
offers a critical appraisal of the current state of the art, science, and technology of map-making in a
convenient and well-illustrated guide that will appeal to an international and multi-disciplinary
audience. No single-volume work in the field is comparable in terms of its accessibility, currency,
and scope. The Routledge Handbook of Mapping and Cartography draws on the wealth of new
scholarship and practice in this emerging field, from the latest conceptual developments in mapping
and advances in map-making technology to reflections on the role of maps in society. It brings
together 43 engaging chapters on a diverse range of topics, including the history of cartography,
map use and user issues, cartographic design, remote sensing, volunteered geographic information
(VGI), and map art. The title’s expert contributions are drawn from an international base of
influential academics and leading practitioners, with a view to informing theoretical development
and best practice. This new volume will provide the reader with an exceptionally wide-ranging
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