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encyclopedia of religion second edition stands as a monumental achievement in
the study of religious traditions, beliefs, and practices worldwide. For
scholars, students, and anyone interested in gaining a deeper understanding
of the diverse spiritual landscapes that shape human culture, this
comprehensive reference work offers an unparalleled wealth of knowledge.
Whether you're exploring ancient mythologies, contemporary faith movements,
or the intersections of religion with society and politics, the encyclopedia
serves as a trusted guide.

In this article, we’ll dive into what makes the encyclopedia of religion
second edition such a vital resource, explore its structure and content, and
discuss how it can be utilized effectively for research and learning. Along
the way, we’ll also highlight key features and the importance of this edition
in the broader context of religious studies today.

What Is the Encyclopedia of Religion Second
Edition?

Originally published in the late 20th century, the encyclopedia of religion
has long been recognized as one of the most authoritative compendiums on
religion. The second edition, released after extensive updates and revisions,
expands on the original with new entries, updated scholarship, and broader
coverage of religious phenomena worldwide.

This edition comprises numerous volumes filled with articles contributed by
leading experts in theology, anthropology, history, philosophy, and related
disciplines. It covers everything from the major world religions like
Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, and Judaism to lesser-known
indigenous and new religious movements.

Scope and Scale of the Encyclopedia

One of the defining characteristics of the encyclopedia of religion second
edition is its sheer scope. It includes:

- Detailed entries on sacred texts, rituals, and religious doctrines
- Biographies of influential religious figures and scholars
- Explorations of religious art, architecture, and symbolism



- Analyses of the role of religion in culture, politics, and society
- Discussions of ethical issues, spirituality, and contemporary religious
trends

By addressing religion from historical, cultural, and sociological
perspectives, this edition provides a holistic view that reflects the
complexity of faith and belief systems.

Key Features of the Encyclopedia of Religion
Second Edition

The second edition distinguishes itself not only through breadth but also
through the quality and depth of its content. Here are some notable features
that make it a standout reference source:

Updated and Expanded Content

Many entries from the first edition were revised to incorporate the latest
research findings and theological debates. New articles were added to cover
emerging topics such as digital religion, interfaith dialogue, and global
religious demographics. This ensures that readers have access to the most
current information in the fast-evolving field of religious studies.

Interdisciplinary Approach

Religion touches on numerous aspects of human life, and the encyclopedia
reflects this interdisciplinary nature. Scholars from various fields
contribute to articles, blending insights from anthropology, history,
philosophy, psychology, and more. This approach enriches the discussion and
helps readers appreciate how religion interacts with other domains.

Comprehensive Bibliographies and Cross-References

Each article includes extensive bibliographies, guiding readers to additional
sources for deeper exploration. Cross-references within the encyclopedia
connect related topics, facilitating a more integrated understanding. This
feature is particularly useful for students and researchers who want to
navigate complex themes methodically.



How to Use the Encyclopedia of Religion Second
Edition Effectively

Whether you're a student writing a paper, a researcher preparing a lecture,
or simply someone curious about world religions, the encyclopedia can be an
invaluable tool. Here are some tips to make the most of it:

Start with Broad Topics, Then Narrow Down

If you’re unfamiliar with a religion or concept, begin with general overview
articles. These will give you foundational knowledge and context. From there,
you can explore more specialized entries that delve into specific rituals,
historical developments, or theological nuances.

Utilize the Bibliographies for Further Study

The extensive bibliographies accompanying each article are treasure troves
for in-depth research. They point to primary sources, academic journals, and
other reference works, making it easier to expand your study beyond the
encyclopedia itself.

Explore Cross-References to Build Connections

Religion is interconnected in many ways. Using cross-references helps uncover
relationships between different beliefs, practices, and cultural influences.
For example, studying the concept of pilgrimage might lead you to entries on
sacred geography, rites of passage, and specific religious traditions.

Why the Encyclopedia of Religion Second Edition
Remains Relevant Today

In an increasingly globalized and pluralistic world, understanding religion
is more important than ever. The encyclopedia of religion second edition
remains a vital resource for several reasons:

Bridging Cultural Gaps

Religion often shapes worldviews, ethics, and social norms. Having a reliable
reference that explains diverse religious traditions fosters greater empathy



and cross-cultural understanding, which is essential in today’s
interconnected societies.

Supporting Academic and Interfaith Dialogue

Academics, clergy, and interfaith practitioners alike benefit from the
encyclopedia’s balanced and scholarly approach. It provides a common
foundation of knowledge that supports respectful conversation and
collaboration across different religious communities.

Addressing Contemporary Issues

From environmental ethics to human rights, religion plays a significant role
in many contemporary debates. The encyclopedia’s updated entries help readers
grasp how religious beliefs inform these discussions and how faith
communities engage with modern challenges.

Digital Access and Modern Editions

Recognizing the needs of today’s users, the encyclopedia of religion second
edition is also available in digital formats. Online access offers search
functionalities, multimedia enhancements, and regular updates that keep the
resource current. This accessibility supports researchers who require quick
and flexible ways to access authoritative information.

Integration with Academic Databases

Many universities and libraries provide access to the encyclopedia through
academic databases, allowing students and faculty to seamlessly incorporate
it into their research workflows. This integration encourages
interdisciplinary learning and easy citation.

Enhanced User Experience

Digital editions often include hyperlinks within articles, enabling readers
to jump directly to related entries or external resources. Some platforms
also offer personalized tools for note-taking and organizing research, making
the encyclopedia even more user-friendly.



Final Thoughts on the Encyclopedia of Religion
Second Edition

The encyclopedia of religion second edition continues to be a cornerstone in
the study of religion. Its exhaustive coverage, scholarly rigor, and
accessible presentation make it indispensable for anyone seeking to
understand the multifaceted world of faith and spirituality. Whether you are
approaching the subject from an academic perspective or personal curiosity,
this encyclopedia offers a rich tapestry of information that invites
exploration and insight.

As religious landscapes evolve and new movements emerge, having a resource
that not only chronicles history but also engages with contemporary issues is
invaluable. The encyclopedia of religion second edition, with its depth and
breadth, remains a trusted companion on the journey to understanding
humanity’s diverse religious heritage.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the 'Encyclopedia of Religion, Second
Edition'?
The 'Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition' is a comprehensive reference
work that covers a wide range of topics related to religion, including
beliefs, practices, historical developments, and influential figures across
different religious traditions worldwide.

Who edited the 'Encyclopedia of Religion, Second
Edition'?
The encyclopedia was edited by Lindsay Jones, a well-known scholar in the
field of religious studies.

When was the 'Encyclopedia of Religion, Second
Edition' published?
The second edition of the 'Encyclopedia of Religion' was published in 2005.

How many volumes are included in the 'Encyclopedia
of Religion, Second Edition'?
The second edition consists of 15 volumes, providing an extensive and
detailed overview of religious topics.



What are some key features of the 'Encyclopedia of
Religion, Second Edition'?
Key features include comprehensive coverage of world religions, entries
written by expert scholars, bibliographies for further reading, and detailed
cross-references to related topics.

Who is the target audience for the 'Encyclopedia of
Religion, Second Edition'?
The encyclopedia is designed for scholars, students, and general readers
interested in religious studies, theology, anthropology, history, and related
fields.

Is the 'Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition'
available in digital format?
Yes, the 'Encyclopedia of Religion, Second Edition' is available in both
print and digital formats, including online access through various academic
databases and platforms.

Additional Resources
Encyclopedia of Religion Second Edition: A Definitive Resource for Religious
Studies

encyclopedia of religion second edition stands as a monumental scholarly
achievement in the field of religious studies. As a comprehensive reference
work, it offers an unparalleled breadth and depth of information on the
world's religions, spiritual practices, and theological traditions. Since its
initial release, this second edition has been widely acclaimed for its
updated content, expanded coverage, and contributions from leading experts,
making it an indispensable tool for academics, students, and anyone seeking
authoritative insights into the complex landscape of religion.

Overview of the Encyclopedia of Religion Second
Edition

The encyclopedia of religion second edition is published by Macmillan
Reference USA and edited by the renowned scholar Lindsay Jones. This edition,
released in 2005, builds upon the foundation laid by its predecessor while
incorporating significant additions and revisions to reflect contemporary
developments in religious studies. Spanning 15 volumes and over 8,000 pages,
the encyclopedia encapsulates more than 1,000 articles authored by over 900
scholars worldwide.



One of the defining characteristics of this edition is its interdisciplinary
approach. It covers a wide array of topics ranging from ancient mythologies
and established world religions to emerging spiritual movements and secular
philosophies. The work meticulously balances descriptive entries with
analytical perspectives, providing readers with both factual data and
interpretive frameworks.

Content and Structure

Comprehensive Coverage of Religions

The encyclopedia of religion second edition covers major global religions
such as Christianity, Islam, Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, Sikhism, and
indigenous traditions. It also addresses lesser-known and newly emerging
faiths, ensuring inclusivity in its scope. Each religion's entry delves into
its history, doctrines, rituals, sacred texts, and cultural impact.

Thematic and Conceptual Entries

In addition to religion-specific articles, the encyclopedia features
extensive thematic entries on subjects such as ritual practices, religious
symbols, mysticism, ethics, and the sociology of religion. These thematic
articles explore cross-cutting concepts that transcend individual faiths,
offering readers a broader understanding of religious phenomena.

Biographical and Geographical Entries

The encyclopedia also includes detailed biographies of influential religious
figures—prophets, theologians, reformers, and mystics. Geographical entries
highlight the religious landscape of specific regions, tracing the
development and interaction of different faiths within cultural and
historical contexts.

Editorial Excellence and Scholarly Rigor

The second edition's editorial team, led by Lindsay Jones, ensured rigorous
peer review and academic integrity throughout the project. The contributors
are established scholars affiliated with prestigious institutions, lending
credibility and depth to the work. Each entry is accompanied by
bibliographies that guide further research, enhancing the encyclopedia’s
utility as a starting point for academic inquiry.



Comparisons with Other Religious Reference Works

Compared to other religious encyclopedias, such as the "New Catholic
Encyclopedia" or "The Oxford Dictionary of World Religions," the encyclopedia
of religion second edition distinguishes itself through its exhaustive scope
and interdisciplinary methodology. While some reference works focus primarily
on specific religious traditions or denominations, this edition aims for a
global and comparative perspective, making it uniquely valuable for cross-
cultural and interfaith studies.

Features and Usability

The encyclopedia is designed for both print and digital formats, with the
latter offering enhanced search capabilities and hyperlinked cross-
references. The digital edition allows users to navigate seamlessly between
related articles, facilitating a more integrated understanding of complex
religious topics.

Strengths and Limitations

Strengths:

Comprehensive and inclusive coverage of religions worldwide.

Authored and reviewed by leading experts in the field.

Interdisciplinary approach that includes history, anthropology,
sociology, and theology.

Extensive bibliographies that support further scholarship.

High editorial standards ensuring accuracy and scholarly
neutrality.

Limitations:

Due to its scope, some entries may be dense or highly academic,
potentially challenging for casual readers.

The 2005 publication date means recent developments in religious
movements may not be covered.

Access to the full set can be cost-prohibitive for individual



users, often limiting availability to institutional libraries.

Who Benefits from This Encyclopedia?

The encyclopedia of religion second edition is an essential resource for a
broad audience. Scholars and researchers in religious studies, theology,
anthropology, and history will find it indispensable for its depth and
breadth. Graduate and undergraduate students can use it to gain foundational
knowledge or to inform specialized research projects. Additionally, educators
can draw upon its authoritative entries to enrich curricula.

Beyond academia, the encyclopedia serves journalists, policy analysts, and
anyone engaged in interfaith dialogue or cultural studies. Its neutral, well-
researched content provides balanced perspectives that are critical in
fostering understanding in multi-religious contexts.

Integration in Academic and Public Libraries

Many university and public libraries have incorporated the encyclopedia of
religion second edition into their collections, both in physical and
electronic formats. Its wide acceptance attests to its reputation as a
benchmark in religious reference literature. Library users can access the
encyclopedia through subscription databases, enabling remote consultation and
integration with other scholarly resources.

SEO Considerations and Online Presence

In the digital era, the encyclopedia of religion second edition maintains a
strong online presence through academic databases and publisher platforms.
Keywords such as “religious encyclopedia,” “comprehensive religion
reference,” “encyclopedia of religion second edition,” and “religious studies
resource” are commonly associated with it, enhancing discoverability for
researchers.

Online reviews and scholarly citations frequently highlight the
encyclopedia’s authoritative status and extensive coverage, reinforcing its
relevance. As interest in comparative religion and interfaith studies grows,
this resource continues to attract searches related to religious doctrines,
rituals, and history.



Future Prospects

While the encyclopedia of religion second edition remains a cornerstone
reference, there is anticipation for updates or new editions that would
incorporate recent scholarship and emerging religious phenomena. Digital
platforms offer opportunities for more dynamic content updates, multimedia
integration, and user interaction, which could further enhance the
encyclopedia’s reach and utility.

The evolving landscape of religious scholarship, with increasing attention to
globalization, secularism, and digital religion, points toward the necessity
of ongoing revisions. Such advancements would ensure that this encyclopedia
remains at the forefront of religious studies resources.

The encyclopedia of religion second edition exemplifies the pinnacle of
religious scholarship in an accessible, meticulously organized format. Its
comprehensive coverage, scholarly rigor, and interdisciplinary approach
solidify its status as a definitive guide for understanding the diverse and
complex world of religion.
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Find other PDF articles:
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  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Altruism in World Religions Suzanne Neusner,
Bruce Chilton, 2005-11-08 In 1830 philosopher Auguste Comte coined the term altruism to provide a
general definition for the act of selflessly caring for others. But does this modern conception of
sacrificing one's own interests for the well-being of others apply to the charitable behaviors
encouraged by all world religions? In Altruism in World Religions prominent scholars from an array
of religious perspectives probe the definition of altruism to determine whether it is a category that
serves to advance the study of religion. Exploring a range of philosophical and religious thought
from Greco-Roman philia to Judaism, Christianity, and Islam, from Hinduism in India to Buddhism
and the religions of China and Japan, the authors find that altruism becomes problematic when
applied to religious studies because it is, in fact, a concept absent from religion. Chapters on
Judaism, Christianity, and Islam reveal that followers of these religions cannot genuinely perform
self-sacrificing acts because God has promised to reward every good deed. Moreover, the separation
between the self and the other that self-sacrifice necessarily implies, runs counter to Buddhist
thought, which makes no such distinction. By challenging our assumptions about the act of
self-sacrifice as it relates to religious teachings, the authors have shown altruism to be more of a
secular than religious notion. At the same time, their findings highlight how charitable acts operate
with the values and structures of the religions studied.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Religious Intolerance in America, Second Edition
John Corrigan, Lynn S. Neal, 2019-11-27 The story of religion in America is one of unparalleled
diversity and protection of the religious rights of individuals. But that story is a muddied one. This
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new and expanded edition of a classroom favorite tells a jolting history—illuminated by historical
texts, pictures, songs, cartoons, letters, and even t-shirts—of how our society has been and continues
to be replete with religious intolerance. It powerfully reveals the narrow gap between intolerance
and violence in America. The second edition contains a new chapter on Islamophobia and adds fresh
material on the Christian persecution complex, white supremacy and other race-related issues,
sexuality, and the role played by social media. John Corrigan and Lynn S. Neal’s overarching
narrative weaves together a rich, compelling array of textual and visual materials. Arranged
thematically, each chapter provides a broad historical background, and each document or cluster of
related documents is entwined in context as a discussion of the issues unfolds. The need for this
book has only increased in the midst of today’s raging conflicts about immigration, terrorism, race,
religious freedom, and patriotism.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Handbook of the Psychology of Religion and
Spirituality, Second Edition Raymond F. Paloutzian, Crystal L. Park, 2014-12-19 Paloutzian
(experimental and social psychology, Westmont College) and Park (psychology, U. of Connecticut)
provide a 33-chapter handbook on the psychology of religion and spirituality, for social and clinical
psychologists, pastoral counselors, and students and researchers in psychology and religious
studies. Psychologists and a few religious studies specialists from the US and some countries in
Europe address the foundations, including definitions, core issues, measurement assessment,
research methods, psychodynamic psychology and religion, and evolutionary psychology as a
foundation for the psychology of religion; religious and spiritual development across the lifespan;
and the neural and cognitive bases of religion and connections to emotion, personality, culture, and
social behavior. They discuss religious practices and rituals, conversion experiences, prayer,
spiritual struggles, fundamentalism, forgiveness, values, and morality, and implications for
individual and collective well-being in terms of health, mental health, coping, psychotherapy,
workplace spirituality research, terrorism, and other areas. New topics in this edition include
cross-cultural issues, spiritual goals, emotional values, and mindfulness. Most chapters have been
redesigned or rewritten, with 25 new and eight revised chapters. The main themes of the book are
more integrated, and the introductory and concluding chapters argue that the application of
religious meaning systems and the multilevel interdisciplinary paradigm can allow
reconceptualization of the field and expand research. Annotation ©2013 Book News, Inc., Portland,
OR (booknews.com).
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: A Dictionary of Philosophy of Religion, Second
Edition Charles Taliaferro, Elsa J. Marty, 2018-01-25 A Dictionary of Philosophy of Religion is an
indispensable resource for students and scholars. Covering historical and contemporary figures,
arguments, and terms, it offers an overview of the vital themes that make philosophy of religion the
growing, vigorous field that it is today. It covers world religions and sources from east and west.
Entries have been crafted for clarity, succinctness, and engagement. This second edition includes
new entries, extended coverage of non-Christian topics, as well as revisions and updates throughout.
The first edition was named a Choice Outstanding Academic Title of the Year.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Religion and Society Gerrie Ter Haar, Yoshio
Tsuruoka, 2007 Religion is a driving force of the twenty-first century. Here is a book that discusses
every aspect of this fascinating subject, proposing an agenda for future study. The authors are
leading scholars from all over the world.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: The Wiley Blackwell Companion to the Study of
Religion Robert A. Segal, Nickolas P. Roubekas, 2021-03-10 Explore a rigorous but accessible guide
to contemporary approaches to the study of religion from leading voices in the field The Wiley
Blackwell Companion to the Study of Religion delivers an expert and insightful analysis of modern
perspectives on the study of religion across the humanities and the social sciences. Presupposing no
knowledge of the approaches examined in the collection, the book is ideal for undergraduate
students who have yet to undertake extensive study in the humanities or social sciences. The book
includes perspectives from those in fields as diverse as globalization, cognitive science, the study of



emotion, law, esotericism, sex and gender, functionalism, terror, the comparative method,
modernism, and postmodernism. Many of the topics covered in the book clearly hail from religious
studies, while others are grounded in other areas of academia. All of the chapters contained within
are written by recognized authors who show how their chosen discipline contributes to the
understanding of the phenomenon of religion. This book also includes topics like: A comprehensive
exploration of multiple approaches to religious study, including anthropology, economics, literature,
phenomenology, philosophy, psychology, sociology, and theology A review of various topics germane
to the study of religion, including the study of the body, cognitive science, the comparative method,
death and the afterlife, law, magic, music, and myth A selection of subjects touching on modern
trends in extremism and violence, including chapters on terror and violence, fundamentalism, and
nationalism A discussion of the influence of modernism and postmodernism in religion Ideal for
undergraduate, graduate, and postgraduate students in humanities and social science programs
taking courses on religion and myth, The Wiley Blackwell Companion to the Study of Religion will
also earn a place in the libraries of specialists working in the fields of Religious Studies, Theology,
Sociology, Anthropology, Psychology, Political Science, History, and Philosophy.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: International Review of Biblical Studies,
Volume 51 (2004-2005) Bernhard Lang, 2006-02-01 Formerly known by its subtitle
“Internationale Zeitschriftenschau für Bibelwissenschaft und Grenzgebiete”, the International
Review of Biblical Studies has served the scholarly community ever since its inception in the early
1950’s. Each annual volume includes approximately 2,000 abstracts and summaries of articles and
books that deal with the Bible and related literature, including the Dead Sea Scrolls,
Pseudepigrapha, Non-canonical gospels, and ancient Near Eastern writings. The abstracts – which
may be in English, German, or French - are arranged thematically under headings such as e.g.
“Genesis”, “Matthew”, “Greek language”, “text and textual criticism”, “exegetical methods and
approaches”, “biblical theology”, “social and religious institutions”, “biblical personalities”, “history
of Israel and early Judaism”, and so on. The articles and books that are abstracted and reviewed are
collected annually by an international team of collaborators from over 300 of the most important
periodicals and book series in the fields covered.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Practical Mysticism in Islam and Christianity
Saeed Zarrabi-Zadeh, 2016-01-29 Practical Mysticism in Islam and Christianity offers a comparative
study of the works of the Sufi-poet Jalal al-Din Rumi (1207-1273) and the practical teachings of the
German Dominican, Meister Eckhart (c1260-1327/8). Rumi has remained an influential figure in
Islamic mystical discourse since the thirteenth century, while also extending his impact to the
Western spiritual arena. However, his ideas have frequently been interpreted within the framework
of other mystical, philosophical, or religious systems. Through its novel approach, this book aims to
reformulate Rumi’s practical mysticism by employing four methodological principles: a) mysticism is
a coherent structure with mutual interconnection between its parts; b) the imposition of alien
structures to interpret any particular mysticism damages its inward coherency; c) practical
mysticism consists of two main parts, namely practices and stages; and d) the proper use of
comparative methodology enables a deeper understanding of each juxtaposed system. Eckhart’s
speculative mysticism, which differs from and enjoys similarities with the love-based mysticism of
Rumi, provides a mirror that highlights the special features of Rumi’s practical mysticism. Such
comparison also allows a deeper comprehension of Eckhart’s practical thought. Offering a critical
examination of practical mysticism, this book is a valuable resource for students and scholars of
Islamic studies, comparative mysticism, and the intellectual history of Islam.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Rethinking Religion in the Theatre of
Grotowski Catharine Christof, 2017-03-27 This book opens a new interdisciplinary frontier between
religion and theatre studies to illuminate what has been seen as the religious, or spiritual, nature of
Polish theatre director Jerzy Grotowski’s work. It corrects the lacunae in both theatre studies and
religious studies by examining the interaction between the two fields in his artistic output. The
central argument of the text is that through an embodied and materialist approach to religion,



developed in the work of Michel Foucault and religious studies scholar Manuel Vasquez, as well as a
critical reading of the concepts of the New Age, a new understanding of Grotowski and religion can
be developed. It is possible to show how Grotowski’s work articulated spiritual experience within the
body; achieving a removal of spirituality from ecclesial authorities and relocating spiritual
experience within the body of the performer. This is a unique analysis of one of the 20th Century’s
most famous theatrical figures. As such, it is a vital reference for academics in both Religion and
Theatre Studies that have an interest in the spiritual aspects of Grotowski’s work.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Guide to Reference in Essential General Reference
and Library Science Sources Jo Bell Whitlatch, Susan E. Searing, 2014-08-06 Ideal for public, school,
and academic libraries looking to freshen up their reference collection, as well as for LIS students
and instructors conducting research, this resource collects the cream of the crop sources of general
reference and library science information.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: An Unnatural History of Religions Leonardo
Ambasciano, 2018-12-27 An Unnatural History of Religions examines the origins, development, and
critical issues concerning the history of religion and its relationship with science. The book explores
the ideological biases, logical fallacies, and unwarranted beliefs that surround the scientific
foundations (or lack thereof) in the academic discipline of the history of religions, positioning them
in today's 'post-truth' culture. Leonardo Ambasciano provides the necessary critical background to
evaluate the most important theories and working concepts dedicated to the explanation of the
historical developments of religion. He covers the most important topics and paradigm shifts in the
field, such as phenomenology, postmodernism, and cognitive science. These are taken into
consideration chronologically, each time with case studies on topics such as shamanism, gender
biases, ethnocentrism, and biological evolution. Ambasciano argues that the roots of post-truth may
be deep in human biases, but that historical justifications change each time, resulting in different
combinations. The surprising rise of once-fringe beliefs, such as conspiracy theories,
pseudoscientific claims, and so-called scientific creationism, demonstrates the alarming influence
that post-truth ideas may exert on both politics and society. Recognising them before they spread
anew may be the first step towards a scientifically renewed study of religion.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: A Companion to Religion in Late Antiquity Josef
Lössl, Nicholas J. Baker-Brian, 2018-05-04 A comprehensive review of the development, geographic
spread, and cultural influence of religion in Late Antiquity A Companion to Religion in Late Antiquity
offers an authoritative and comprehensive survey of religion in Late Antiquity. This historical era
spanned from the second century to the eighth century of the Common Era. With contributions from
leading scholars in the field, the Companion explores the evolution and development of religion and
the role various religions played in the cultural, political, and social transformations of the late
antique period. The authors examine the theories and methods used in the study of religion during
this period, consider the most notable historical developments, and reveal how religions spread
geographically. The authors also review the major religious traditions that emerged in Late Antiquity
and include reflections on the interaction of these religions within their particular societies and
cultures. This important Companion: Brings together in one volume the work of a notable team of
international scholars Explores the principal geographical divisions of the late antique world Offers
a deep examination of the predominant religions of Late Antiquity Examines established views in the
scholarly assessment of the religions of Late Antiquity Includes information on the current trends in
late-antique scholarship on religion Written for scholars and students of religion, A Companion to
Religion in Late Antiquity offers a comprehensive survey of religion and the influence religion played
in the culture, politics, and social change during the late antique period.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Religion and Public Life in the South Charles
Reagan Wilson, Mark Silk, 2005-07-07 In July 2002 chief justice of the Alabama Supreme Court had
a two-ton monument of the Ten Commandments placed into the rotunda of the Montgomery state
judicial building. But this action is only a recent case in the long history of religiously inspired public
movements in the American South. From the Civil War to the Scopes Trial to the Moral Majority,



white Southern evangelicals have taken ideas they see as drawn from the Christian Scriptures and
tried to make them into public law. But blacks, women, subregions, and other religious groups too
vie for power within and outside this Southern Religious Establishment. Religion and Public Life in
the South gives voice to both the establishment and its dissenters and shows why more than any
other region of the country, religion drives public debate in the South.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Angels in Islam Stephen Burge, 2015-12-22 Angels
are a basic tenet of belief in Islam, appearing in various types and genres of text, from eschatology
to law and theology to devotional material. This book presents the first comprehensive study of
angels in Islam, through an analysis of a collection of traditions (hadīth) compiled by the 15th
century polymath Jalāl al-Dīn al-Suyūtī (d. 911/1505). With a focus on the principal angels in Islam,
the author provides an analysis and critical translation of hadith included in al-Suyuti’s al-Haba’ik fi
akhbar al-mala’ik (‘The Arrangement of the Traditions about Angels’) – many of which are translated
into English for the first time. The book discusses the issues that the hadīth raise, exploring why
angels are named in particular ways; how angels are described and portrayed in the hadīth; the
ways in which angels interact with humans; and the theological controversies which feature angels.
From this it is possible to place al-Suyūtī’s collection in its religious and historical milieu, building on
the study of angels in Judaism and Christianity to explore aspects of comparative religious beliefs
about angels as well as relating Muslim beliefs about angels to wider debates in Islamic Studies.
Broadening the study of Islamic angelology and providing a significant amount of newly translated
primary source material, this book will be of great interest to scholars of Islam, divinity, and
comparative religion.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Da'wa Matthew J. Kuiper, 2021-03-31 In this
engaging study, Matthew J. Kuiper tells the fascinating story of how Islam became a world religion
and cultural phenomenon of immense scale, astonishing diversity and global impact. His starting
point is the dramatic upsurge in da‘wa: ‘inviting’ to Islam, or Islamic missionary activism.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Contemporary Religious Satanism Jesper
Aagaard Petersen, 2016-12-05 The Church of Satan was founded by Anton LaVey on April 30, 1966.
In his hands, Satan became a provocative symbol for indulgence, vital existence, natural wisdom and
the human being's true animal nature. At present, religious Satanism exists primarily as a
decentralized subculture with a strong internet presence within a larger Satanic milieu in Western
culture. Though most are inspired by LaVey, the majority of contemporary Satanists are not
members of the Church of Satan. The various expressions of modern Satanism all navigate in today's
detraditionalized religious market through the creative appropriation of popular culture, philosophy,
literature and religion. The concrete solutions are varied; but they all understand the power of
transgression allying oneself with a most powerful symbol of resistance, namely Satan. Thus,
contemporary religious Satanism could be understood as a complex negotiation of atheism,
secularism, esotericism and self: A self-religion in the modern age. Despite the fascinating nature of
religious Satanism, it has attracted little scholarship until relatively recently. This book brings
together a group of international scholars to produce the first serious book-length study of religious
Satanism, presenting a collection that will have wide appeal to specialists and non-specialists alike.
The first part contains broader studies of influential groups and important aspects of the Satanic
milieu, especially regarding historical developments, the construction of tradition and issues of
legitimacy. The second part narrows the view to regional variations, especially with studies on
Northern and Eastern Europe. The third part consists of primary documents selected for their
representational and informational value.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: The Cambridge Companion to Religious Studies
Robert A. Orsi, 2012 Informative and provocative, this book introduces readers to debates in the
contemporary study of religion and suggests future research possibilities.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Encyclopedia of Religion , 2005
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Polemical and Exegetical Polarities in Medieval
Jewish Cultures Ehud Krinis, Nabih Bashir, Sara Offenberg, Shalom Sadik, 2021-10-25 In his



academic career, that by now spans six decades, Daniel J. Lasker distinguished himself by the wide
range of his scholarly interests. In the field of Jewish theology and philosophy he contributed
significantly to the study of Rabbinic as well as Karaite authors. In the field of Jewish polemics his
studies explore Judeo-Arabic and Hebrew texts, analyzing them in the context of their Christian and
Muslim backgrounds. His contributions refer to a wide variety of authors who lived from the 9th
century to the 18th century and beyond, in the Muslim East, in Muslin and Christian parts of the
Mediterranean Sea, and in west and east Europe. This Festschrift for Daniel J. Lasker consists of
four parts. The first highlights his academic career and scholarly achievements. In the three other
parts, colleagues and students of Daniel J. Lasker offer their own findings and insights in topics
strongly connected to his studies, namely, intersections of Jewish theology and Biblical exegesis with
the Islamic and Christian cultures, as well as Jewish-Muslim and Jewish-Christian relations. Thus,
this wide-scoped and rich volume offers significant contributions to a variety of topics in Jewish
Studies.
  encyclopedia of religion second edition: Religion and the Arts: History and Method Diane
Apostolos-Cappadona, 2017-11-06 In Religion and the Arts: History and Method, Diane
Apostolos-Cappadona presents an overview of the 19th century origins of this discrete field of study
and its methodological journey to the present-day through issues of repatriation, museum
exhibitions, and globalization. Apostolos-Cappadona suggests that the fluidity and flexibility of the
study of religion and the arts has expanded like an umbrella since the 1970s - and the understanding
that art was simply a visual exegesis of texts - to now support the study of material, popular, and
visual culture, as well as gender. She also delivers a careful analysis of the evolution of thought from
traditional iconographies to the transformations once scholars were influenced by response theory
and challenged by globalization and technology. Religion and the Arts: History and Method offers an
indispensable introduction to the questions and perspectives essential to the study of this field.
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