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The Raw and the Cooked Levi Strauss: Exploring the Origins and Impact of a Cultural
Concept

the raw and the cooked levi strauss is more than just a phrase—it encapsulates a
groundbreaking idea introduced by the French anthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss, whose
work reshaped the way we understand culture, myth, and human cognition. This concept,
drawn from his seminal book "La Pensée Sauvage" (The Savage Mind) and his later work
"The Raw and the Cooked," delves into the symbolic structures underlying human societies.
Whether you’re a student of anthropology, a curious reader, or someone fascinated by
cultural studies, exploring the raw and the cooked Levi Strauss offers rich insights into how
we interpret the world around us.

Who Was Claude Lévi-Strauss?

Before diving deep into the raw and the cooked concept, it’s essential to understand the
man behind it. Claude Lévi-Strauss (1908–2009) was a French anthropologist and
ethnologist widely regarded as one of the founders of structuralism. His approach to
anthropology emphasized the underlying patterns and structures in human thought,
especially as reflected in myths, language, and cultural practices.

Lévi-Strauss believed that beneath the diversity of cultures lay universal patterns of human
cognition. His method involved analyzing myths and folklore from various societies to
uncover these hidden structures. It was in this analytical framework that he introduced the
idea of binary oppositions, with "the raw and the cooked" standing as one of the most
famous examples.

Understanding the Raw and the Cooked: A
Symbolic Binary

At its core, the raw and the cooked Levi Strauss concept is about opposites—two
contrasting states that symbolize more profound cultural meanings. In many indigenous
myths, particularly those from South America which Lévi-Strauss studied extensively, the
transformation from raw to cooked food is not just about culinary change but a metaphor
for civilization, culture, and social order.

The Raw: Nature and Untamed Life

The "raw" represents nature in its most unaltered and primal form. Raw food, untouched by
fire or human intervention, symbolizes the wild, the untamed, and the natural state of
existence. It is associated with chaos, the unknown, and what lies outside the boundaries of
culture.



In mythological terms, rawness can denote innocence or a kind of purity, but also danger
and unpredictability. It’s the realm before human transformation, before society imposes
order and meaning.

The Cooked: Culture and Transformation

Conversely, the "cooked" symbolizes culture, civilization, and the human ability to
transform nature. Cooking is one of humanity’s earliest technological achievements,
marking a fundamental shift from merely surviving in nature to shaping it to our needs.

Cooking represents not just the physical act of preparing food but the process of imposing
structure and meaning. It’s linked to social rituals, tradition, and the establishment of
community. The cooked is safe, familiar, and symbolic of human mastery over the natural
world.

Why Is the Raw and the Cooked Important in
Anthropology?

Lévi-Strauss used the raw and the cooked binary as a tool to decode myths and cultural
narratives. By analyzing stories that revolve around food preparation, transformation, and
consumption, he demonstrated how myths serve to mediate between nature and culture,
chaos and order.

Revealing Universal Patterns

One of the most compelling aspects of Lévi-Strauss’s work is how he identified universal
mental structures despite surface-level differences among cultures. The raw and the
cooked is a prime example of a binary opposition that appears in myths worldwide,
reflecting a shared way humans think about the world.

This insight helped anthropology move beyond mere cataloging of cultural differences
toward understanding the cognitive frameworks behind human societies.

Myth as a Bridge Between Opposites

Myths often explore conflicts and resolutions between opposing concepts like raw and
cooked, life and death, nature and culture. Through these narratives, societies negotiate
meaning and reconcile contradictions.

Lévi-Strauss argued that the structure of myths often hinges on these binary oppositions,
which help communities make sense of their world. The raw and the cooked, therefore, is
not just about food but about the fundamental ways humans construct reality.



Applying the Raw and the Cooked in Modern
Contexts

While Lévi-Strauss’s original work was deeply rooted in the study of myths and indigenous
cultures, the raw and the cooked framework has found resonance far beyond anthropology.

In Culinary Arts and Food Culture

Today, chefs and food enthusiasts often play with the concepts of raw and cooked in
innovative ways. The rise of raw food diets, sushi culture, and the farm-to-table movement
echo the symbolic importance of rawness as natural and pure. Meanwhile, traditional
cooking techniques continue to signify cultural identity and social cohesion.

Understanding the raw and the cooked helps explain why certain foods carry cultural
weight and how culinary practices reflect broader social values.

In Literature and Media

Writers, filmmakers, and artists frequently use the raw versus cooked dichotomy to explore
themes of transformation, civilization, and identity. For example, narratives about
wilderness versus civilization, or innocence versus experience, often mirror the symbolic
meaning of raw and cooked.

By recognizing these patterns, critics and creators can deepen their interpretations and
storytelling.

In Psychology and Cognitive Science

Some scholars have connected Lévi-Strauss’s structuralism to cognitive science, noting that
binary oppositions like raw and cooked may reflect fundamental ways the human brain
organizes information. This perspective opens avenues for interdisciplinary research, linking
anthropology, linguistics, and psychology.

Tips for Exploring the Raw and the Cooked Levi
Strauss Further

If you’re intrigued by this concept and want to delve deeper, here are some approaches
you might find helpful:

Read Lévi-Strauss’s Original Works: Start with "The Raw and the Cooked" (1964),



where he presents detailed analyses of myths from indigenous South American
cultures.

Study Structuralism: Understanding the broader framework of structuralism will
provide context for how Lévi-Strauss applied binary oppositions in his research.

Explore Comparative Mythology: Look at myths from different cultures and
identify recurring binaries, noting how they relate to the raw and the cooked.

Connect to Modern Cultural Studies: Consider how the raw and cooked metaphor
appears in contemporary discussions about food, identity, and social change.

Why the Raw and the Cooked Still Matters Today

In an age of globalization and cultural blending, the distinctions between raw and cooked
might seem less clear or less relevant. Yet, this concept continues to offer valuable insights
into how humans navigate the tension between nature and culture, tradition and
innovation.

Whether we’re thinking about the ethics of food production, the preservation of cultural
heritage, or the narratives we tell about ourselves, the raw and the cooked Levi Strauss
remains a powerful lens through which to view the human experience.

By appreciating this duality, we better understand not just ancient myths but ongoing
cultural dynamics shaping our world. It reminds us that beneath the surface of everyday life
lies a rich tapestry of symbolic meanings connecting us across time and space.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Raw and the Cooked' by Claude Lévi-
Strauss about?
'The Raw and the Cooked' is a seminal work by anthropologist Claude Lévi-Strauss that
explores the structure of myths and the binary oppositions in human culture, particularly
focusing on the contrast between raw and cooked as symbolic categories.

Why does Lévi-Strauss emphasize the binary opposition
of raw and cooked?
Lévi-Strauss uses the binary opposition of raw and cooked to illustrate how cultures
transform nature through cooking, symbolizing the transition from nature to culture and
highlighting underlying structures in human thought.



How does 'The Raw and the Cooked' fit into Lévi-
Strauss's broader theory?
'The Raw and the Cooked' is the first volume in Lévi-Strauss's four-part series
'Mythologiques,' where he applies structuralist analysis to myths, arguing that myths from
different cultures share universal structures based on binary oppositions.

What methodology does Lévi-Strauss use in 'The Raw
and the Cooked'?
Lévi-Strauss employs structuralist methodology, analyzing myths by breaking them down
into fundamental units called 'mythemes' and examining the relationships and oppositions
between these units to uncover universal patterns.

How has 'The Raw and the Cooked' influenced
anthropology?
The work revolutionized anthropology by introducing structuralism as a way to analyze
myths and culture, influencing subsequent studies in anthropology, literary theory, and
cultural studies by emphasizing deep structures over surface content.

Can the concepts in 'The Raw and the Cooked' be
applied beyond mythology?
Yes, the raw versus cooked binary has been applied metaphorically in various fields such as
sociology, psychology, and culinary studies to explore themes of transformation, culture,
and human cognition.

What are some criticisms of Lévi-Strauss's 'The Raw and
the Cooked'?
Critics argue that Lévi-Strauss's structuralism can be overly reductive, ignoring historical
context and individual agency, and that his binary oppositions oversimplify complex
cultural phenomena.

Where can I find an English translation of 'The Raw and
the Cooked'?
An English translation of 'The Raw and the Cooked' by John and Doreen Weightman is
widely available in bookstores and libraries, as well as through online retailers in both print
and digital formats.

Additional Resources
The Raw and the Cooked Levi Strauss: An Analytical Review of Denim Innovation



the raw and the cooked levi strauss encapsulates a compelling narrative within the
world of denim and fashion. Levi Strauss & Co., a pioneering denim brand, has long stood at
the crossroads of innovation and tradition. This phrase metaphorically represents the
brand’s approach to denim—embracing both the untouched, raw authenticity of denim
fabric and the refined, processed versions that appeal to modern consumers. This article
delves into the nuances of Levi Strauss’s raw and cooked denim offerings, exploring their
design philosophies, market positioning, consumer appeal, and the broader implications in
the denim industry.

The Evolution of Levi Strauss Denim: From Raw to
Cooked

Levi Strauss’s legacy is inseparable from denim itself. Founded in the 19th century, Levi’s
initially gained fame for durable workwear—jeans crafted from raw denim. Raw denim,
often known as dry denim, refers to denim fabric that has not undergone any pre-washing
or distressing processes. Its appeal lies in its stiffness, deep indigo color, and the unique
way it molds to the wearer’s body over time, creating personalized fades and creases.

In contrast, “cooked” denim refers to denim that has been pre-washed, treated, or
distressed. This process softens the fabric, lightens its color, and creates a worn-in look
straight off the rack. Levi Strauss has expanded its portfolio to include these washed and
treated denim styles, catering to a broader audience that values convenience and
contemporary aesthetics over the traditional raw denim experience.

Understanding Raw Denim: Authenticity and
Personalization

Raw denim from Levi Strauss is prized for its authenticity. It is made from 100% cotton and
retains the original indigo dye, which hasn’t faded or been subjected to chemical processes.
Denim enthusiasts appreciate raw Levi’s jeans because they offer a canvas for personal
expression; the wearer’s lifestyle, movements, and habits uniquely shape the fabric’s
fading patterns.

Some key features of Levi’s raw denim include:

Durability: Raw denim is sturdy and long-lasting, designed to withstand heavy wear.

Color intensity: The deep indigo hue is rich and dark, offering a classic look that
evolves over time.

Custom fit: As raw denim molds to the wearer’s body, it forms a personalized
silhouette.



However, raw denim requires patience and care. Its stiffness and indigo transfer can be
challenging for casual users, and the break-in period can last several months. Levi Strauss
balances these challenges by educating consumers on proper care techniques, ensuring
longevity and satisfaction.

Cooked Denim: Accessibility and Trend Adaptation

Levi Strauss’s cooked denim products cater to the demand for immediate comfort and
style. Pre-washed, stonewashed, or chemically treated jeans reduce the break-in period and
appeal to consumers seeking a vintage or distressed look without the wait. This segment is
critical for reaching younger demographics who prioritize fashion trends and convenience.

The advantages of Levi’s cooked denim include:

Comfort: Softer fabric from the start, increasing wearability.

Variety: Multiple washes, fades, and distressing options available.

Trend alignment: Matches contemporary fashion trends with ease.

Nevertheless, cooked denim may lack the longevity and unique fading characteristics of
raw denim. The chemical treatments can weaken fabric fibers over time, potentially
reducing the lifespan of the garment.

Market Positioning and Consumer Perception

Analyzing Levi Strauss’s strategy reveals a dual approach—leveraging the heritage and
craftsmanship associated with raw denim while embracing innovation through cooked
denim offerings. This duality allows Levi’s to serve diverse consumer segments effectively.

Target Audiences

Raw Denim Consumers: Typically denim aficionados, collectors, and those who
value craftsmanship and personalization. These customers often invest in higher-
priced jeans and are willing to maintain their garments carefully.

Cooked Denim Consumers: Younger, trend-conscious buyers who prefer comfort
and immediacy. They often shop for affordable, ready-to-wear jeans with a stylish
edge.



Levi Strauss’s marketing campaigns reflect this segmentation, with raw denim promoted
through storytelling about tradition and heritage, and cooked denim positioned within
lifestyle and fashion-forward narratives.

Environmental Considerations

Sustainability has become an increasingly significant factor in the denim industry. Raw
denim, by virtue of its minimal processing, often has a smaller environmental footprint
compared to heavily treated cooked denim that involves multiple water-intensive washes
and chemical treatments.

Levi Strauss has made commitments to sustainable practices, including water-saving
techniques and the use of organic cotton. The raw versus cooked denim debate extends
into environmental consciousness, influencing consumer choices and shaping the
company’s product development.

Technological Innovations in Levi Strauss Denim

Levi’s continues to innovate within both raw and cooked denim categories, employing
advanced textile technologies and manufacturing processes.

Raw Denim Advancements

Innovations include the development of stretch raw denim, blending traditional cotton with
elastane fibers to increase comfort without sacrificing authenticity. Levi’s also experiments
with selvedge denim, a premium form of raw denim known for its clean edge and superior
construction.

Enhancements in Cooked Denim

For cooked denim, Levi’s utilizes eco-friendly washing techniques such as laser distressing
and ozone treatments, reducing water use and chemical waste. Additionally, they have
introduced coatings and finishes that enhance softness and durability, bridging the gap
between comfort and longevity.

Comparative Analysis: Raw vs. Cooked Levi’s
Denim

To understand the practical implications of choosing between raw and cooked Levi Strauss
jeans, it is essential to weigh the benefits and limitations of each.



Longevity: Raw denim generally lasts longer due to minimal pre-treatment, while1.
cooked denim may wear out faster because of chemical processes.

Comfort: Cooked denim offers immediate softness; raw denim requires a break-in2.
period.

Appearance: Raw denim’s aesthetic evolves uniquely over time, whereas cooked3.
denim provides instant, curated looks.

Price: Raw denim is often priced higher given the quality and craftsmanship involved.4.

Environmental Impact: Raw denim tends to be more sustainable, but Levi’s5.
initiatives are improving the eco-friendliness of cooked denim production.

This comparison underscores the need for consumers to align their choice with lifestyle
preferences, budget, and values.

Future Outlook: The Raw and Cooked Levi Strauss
Legacy

Levi Strauss’s ability to balance the raw and the cooked encapsulates the broader evolution
of denim culture—rooted in authenticity yet adaptive to change. As consumer tastes
continue to shift towards sustainability and personalized experiences, Levi’s is positioned to
innovate within both realms.

The ongoing dialogue between tradition and modernity, evident in the raw and cooked
denim dichotomy, is central to Levi Strauss’s enduring relevance. With strategic
investments in technology, sustainability, and marketing, the brand continues to honor its
roots while meeting the demands of a dynamic fashion landscape.

The Raw And The Cooked Levi Strauss
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thematic link between the opposition of the raw and the cooked in mythological thought and man's
attempt to establish a balanced relationship between natural and cultural forces. Lévi-Strauss
postulates that the raw/cooked axis is characteristic of all human culture, with elements falling along
the raw side of the axis being those of natural origin, and those on the cooked side being of cultural
origin - i.e. products of human creation. Symbolically, cooking marks the transition from nature to
culture, by means of which the human state can be defined in accordance with all its attributes. In
mythological thought, the cooking of food is, in effect, a form of mediation between nature and
society, between life and death, and between heaven and earth. The cook, in turn, can be viewed as
a cultural agent whose function is to mediate the conjunction of the raw product and the human
consumer, the operation of which has the effect of making sure the natural is at once cooked and
socialized.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: The Raw and the Cooked Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1970
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Introduction to a Science of Mythology Claude
Lévi-Strauss, 1969
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: The Raw and the Cooked Scott Abbott, 1983
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: The Bible Without Theology Robert A. Oden, 2000 In
this thought-provoking volume, Robert A. Oden Jr. advocates stripping away the theological and
historiographic biases that underlie modern biblical scholarship in order to arrive at a
nontheological historical reading of the Bible. Oden calls into question a scholarly tradition that
accepts biblical writers' views of themselves and their neighbors at face value and reproduces a view
of Israelite religion as divinely guided and inherently superior. Using cross-cultural and
interdisciplinary methodology, Oden investigates three biblical issues--the clothing of Adam and Eve,
Jacob's name change to Israel, and ritual prostitution and Deuteronomy--in light of extra-biblical
evidence. He also challenges scholars' assumptions of Scripture as monotheistic and proposes
treating biblical narrative as myth rather than as historical fact.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory
Irene Rima Makaryk, 1993-01-01 The last half of the twentieth century has seen the emergence of
literary theory as a new discipline. As with any body of scholarship, various schools of thought exist,
and sometimes conflict, within it. I.R. Makaryk has compiled a welcome guide to the field. Accessible
and jargon-free, the Encyclopedia of Contemporary Literary Theory provides lucid, concise
explanations of myriad approaches to literature that have arisen over the past forty years. Some 170
scholars from around the world have contributed their expertise to this volume. Their work is
organized into three parts. In Part I, forty evaluative essays examine the historical and cultural
context out of which new schools of and approaches to literature arose. The essays also discuss the
uses and limitations of the various schools, and the key issues they address. Part II focuses on
individual theorists. It provides a more detailed picture of the network of scholars not always easily
pigeonholed into the categories of Part I. This second section analyses the individual achievements,
as well as the influence, of specific scholars, and places them in a larger critical context. Part III
deals with the vocabulary of literary theory. It identifies significant, complex terms, places them in
context, and explains their origins and use. Accessibility is a key feature of the work. By avoiding
jargon, providing mini-bibliographies, and cross-referencing throughout, Makaryk has provided an
indispensable tool for literary theorists and historians and for all scholars and students of
contemporary criticism and culture.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Listening in Eric Prieto, 2002-01-01 What can music
teach a novelist, autobiographer, or playwright about the art of telling stories? The musical play of
forms and sounds seems initially to have little to do with the representational function of the
traditional narrative genres. Yet throughout the modernist era, music has been invoked as a model
for narrative in its specifically mimetic dimension. Although modernist writers may conceive of
musical communication in widely divergent ways, they have tended to agree on one crucial point:
that music can help transform narrative into a medium better adapted to the representation of
consciousness. Eric Prieto studies the twentieth-century evolution of this use of music, with



particular emphasis on the postwar Parisian avant-garde. For such writers as Samuel Beckett,
Michel Leiris, and Robert Pinget, music provides a number of guiding metaphors for the inwardly
directed mode of mimesis that Prieto calls listening in, where the object of representation is not the
outside world but the subtly modulating relations between consciousness and world. This kind of
semiotic boundary crossing between music and literature is inherently metaphorical, but, as Prieto's
analyses of Beckett, Leiris, and Pinget show, these interart analogies provide valuable clues for
bringing to light the unspoken assumptions, obscurely understood principles, and extra-literary
aspirations that gave such urgency to the modernist quest to better represent the mind in action.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: History of Structuralism: The rising sign,
1945-1966 François Dosse, 1997 Content Description #Includes bibliographical references and
index.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: The Raw and the Cooked Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1969 This
book examines the myths of the South American Indians and demonstrates how these can be
reduced to a comprehensible psychological pattern. Moving from minute detail to bold speculation,
Levi-Strauss argues that there is no fundamental break between the primitive mind and more
evolved attitudes. He analyzes 250 myths to reveal their interrelation and basic structure and, by
cross-referencing to European customs, he sets them in a general cultural context.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Claude Lévi-Strauss Maurice Godelier, 2018-08-07
Anthropologist Claude Lvi-Strauss was among the most influential thinkers of the twentieth century.
In this rigorous study, Maurice Godelier traces the evolution of his thought. Focusing primarily on
Lvi-Strauss's analysis of kinship and myth, Godelier provides an assessment of his intellectual
achievements and legacy. Meticulously researched, Lvi-Strauss is written in a clear and accessible
style. The culmination of decades of engagement with Lvi-Strauss's work, this book will prove
indispensible to students of his thought and structural anthropology more generally.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: All Manners of Food Stephen Mennell, 1996 So close
geographically, how could France and England be so enormously far apart gastronomically? Not just
in different recipes and ways of cooking, but in their underlying attitudes toward the enjoyment of
eating and its place in social life. In a new afterword that draws the United States and other
European countries into the food fight, Stephen Mennell also addresses the rise of Asian influence
and multicultural cuisine. Debunking myths along the way, All Manners of Food is a sweeping look
at how social and political development has helped to shape different culinary cultures. Food and
almost everything to do with food, fasting and gluttony, cookbooks, women's magazines, chefs and
cooks, types of foods, the influential difference between court and country food are comprehensively
explored and tastefully presented in a dish that will linger in the memory long after the plates have
been cleared.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: From Honey to Ashes Claude Lévi-Strauss, 1973 The
entire book is a study of a myth-system based on one fundamental opposition and found among the
myths of South American Indians. In - The -- Raw and the Cooked (the first volume of the series),
Levi-Strauss finds a complex system associated with uncooked as against cooked items. The qualities
of being raw and cooked correspond to abstract ideas of nature and culture, since only the man with
the technology and social standards of culture will cook. In - From -- Honey - to Ashes, Levi-Strauss
spreads beyond the raw-cooked opposition into a related, though broader, opposition. This is the
opposition between honey and tobacco, two substances of great significance in the lives of the
Indians as well as in their myths. Although this volume is part 2 of the entire book, is so designed
that it may be approached without reference to the previous book.-- Amazon.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Food and Cultural Studies Bob Ashley, 2004 This book
re-examines the interdisciplinary history of food studies from a cultural studies framework, exploring
subjects such as food and nation, the gendering of eating in, the phenomenon of TV chefs,
vegetarianism, risk and moral panics.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory
Anthony Elliott, Charles Lemert, 2014-02-10 In this comprehensive, stylish and accessible



introduction to contemporary social theory, Anthony Elliott and Charles Lemert examine the major
theoretical traditions from the Frankfurt School to globalization and beyond. When first published,
the book’s wide range set new standards for introductory textbooks – social theorists discussed
include Theodor Adorno, Herbert Marcuse, Michel Foucault, Jacques Lacan, Jacques Derrida,
Anthony Giddens, Pierre Bourdieu, Julia Kristeva, Jurgen Habermas, Judith Butler, Slavoj Zizek,
Manuel Castells, Ulrich Beck, Zygmunt Bauman, Giorgio Agamben and Manuel De Landa.
Extensively developed to take into account significant recent developments in American social
theory, the book offers chapters on American pragmatism, structural functionalism,
ethnomethodology, black feminist thought and world-systems theory. American traditions of social
theory are brought powerfully to life in treatments of intellectuals ranging from William James to
Robert K. Merton, David Riesman to Randall Collins, and Patricia Hill Collins to Saskia Sassen.
Introduction to Contemporary Social Theory combines lively exposition and clarity with reflective
social critique and original insights, and is a superb textbook with which to navigate the twists and
turns of contemporary social theory as taught in the disciplines of sociology, politics, history,
cultural studies and many more.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Puzzling the Reader Gregg A. Hecimovich, 2008
Puzzling the Reader establishes the place of charms and riddles in nineteenth-century British
literature by exploring the literary and political work riddles performed at cultural thresholds:
courtship, initiation, death rituals, moments of greeting, and intercultural relations. Furthermore,
Puzzling the Reader investigates the new narrative genre that riddles uncover by transforming
traditional narrative techniques. Far from disappearing from view, the oral tradition of the riddles
rises into view alongside the literary narratives of William Blake, John Keats, and Charles Dickens.
The folk tradition of the riddle is imported into print media and reaches its zenith in the nineteenth
century. Through analyses of riddles in weekly literature and satire magazines, parlor game books,
and popular collected riddles, such as Queen Victoria's «Windsor Enigma», this volume examines the
literary and political roles riddles play as they migrate into mass print culture. Three crucial texts
illustrate this argument: Blake's «Jerusalem», Keats's «The Eve of St. Agnes», and Dickens's Our
Mutual Friend. Each is a work of formal experimentation and each typifies the full range of word
play in the period. From Blake to Keats to Dickens, nineteenth-century British literature charts a
«history» of the literary riddle.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Collage Culture. David Banash, 2013 Collage Culture
develops a comprehensive theory of the origins and meanings of collage and readymades in modern
and postmodern art, literature, and everyday life. Demonstrating that the origins of collage are
found in assembly line technologies and mass media forms of layout and advertising in early
twentieth-century newspapers, Collage Culture traces how the historical avant-garde turns the
fragmentation of Fordist production against nationalist, fascist, and capitalist ideologies, using the
radical potential unleashed by new technologies to produce critical collages. David Banash adeptly
surveys the reinvention of collage by a generation of postmodern artists who develop new forms
including cut-ups, sampling, zines, plagiarism, and copying to cope with the banalities and demands
of consumer culture. Banash argues that collage mirrors the profoundly dialectical relations
between the cut of assembly lines and the readymades of consumerism even as its cutting-edges
move against the imperatives of passive consumption and disposability instituted by those
technologies, forms, and relations. Collage Culture surveys and analyzes works of advertising,
assemblage, film, literature, music, painting, and photography from the historical avant-garde to the
most recent developments of postmodernism.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Guinea Pigs Eduardo P. Archetti, 2020-08-20 Guinea
pigs have been reared and eaten by indigenous people in the Andes since ancient times, and it
seemed rational to development planners to ‘modernize' their production. When these development
projects ran into trouble, a team of anthropologists was invited to study the reasons for this lack of
success. This intriguing book is the product of that study.What the author shows is that guinea pigs
have a meaning in the social and ritual life of Ecuadorian peasants which is far from mundane.



Rejecting the attempts of some anthropologists to reduce the production of guinea pigs and the
festive life of the Andean community to a quest for protein, he explores the full complex of social and
cultural practices which centre on this animal, and uses his study of its role within Andean culture to
provide telling insights into how that culture itself is constituted -- its values, beliefs and attitudes.
By working in a variety of communities with different ecological and ethnographic characteristics,
the author has made a major contribution to ethnographic accounts of Ecuador and to the more
general study of ritual, consumption and indigenous knowledge. He points us, in particular, towards
the importance of the knowledge of women, who are those principally responsible for the care of an
animal which is prized for its role in healing and central to Andean sociality. The book not only
presents us with a colourful description of the range of cultural practices surrounding the guinea
pig, ranging from the way the animals are reared, through a rich and complex cuisine, to their role
in ritual life, but also highlights the way the gender dimension is central to understanding
resistances to ‘modernization' and the power of ‘experts'.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Transnational Lives Anne-Meike Fechter, 2016-02-24
Privileged migrants, such as expatriates living abroad, are typically associated with lives of luxury in
exotic locations. This fascinating and in-depth study reveals a more complex reality. By focusing on
corporate expatriates the author provides one of the first book length studies on 'transnationalism
from above'. The book draws on the author's extended research among the expatriate community in
Jakarta, Indonesia. The findings, which relate to expatriate communities worldwide, provide a
nuanced analysis of current trends among a globally mobile workforce. While acknowledging the
potentially empowering impact of transnationalism, the author challenges current paradigms by
arguing that the study of elite migration shows that transnational lives do not always entail fluid
identities but the maintenance of boundaries - of body, race and gender. The rich ethnographic data
adds a critical dimension to studies of migration and transnationalism, filling a distinct gap in terms
of theory and ethnography. Written in an engaging and accessible style the book will be of interest
to academics and students, particularly in anthropology, migration studies and human geography.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Black Hunger Doris Witt, 2004-10-01 Assesses the
complex interrelationships between food, race, and gender in America, with special attention paid to
the famous figure of Aunt Jemima and the role played by soul food in the post-Civil War period, up
through the civil rights movement and the present day. Original.
  the raw and the cooked levi strauss: Michel Foucault Hubert L. Dreyfus, Paul Rainbow,
2014-12-10 This book, which Foucault himself has judged accurate, is the first to provide a
sustained, coherent analysis of the French philosopher’s work as a whole. To demonstrate the sense
in which Foucault’s work is beyond structuralism and hermeneutics, the authors unfold a careful,
analytical exposition of his oeuvre. They argue that Foucault's work during the seventies became a
sustained and largely successful effort to develop a new method—“interpretative analytics”—capable
of explaining both the logic of structuralism’s claim to be an objective science and the apparent
validity of the hermeneutical counterclaim that the human sciences can proceed only by
understanding the deepest meaning of the subject and his tradition. “There are many new secondary
sources [on Foucault]. None surpass the book by Hubert Dreyfus and Paul Rabinow . . . The
American paperback edition contains Foucault’s ‘On the Genealogy of Ethics,’ a lucid interview that
is now our best source for seeing how he construed the whole project of the history of sexuality.”
—David Hoy, London Review of Books
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