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**David Foster Wallace Brief Interviews with Hideous Men: A Deep Dive into Complexity and
Humanity**

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men is a phrase that immediately calls to
mind one of the most fascinating and challenging works by the late American writer David Foster
Wallace. This collection of short stories, published in 1999, stands as a testament to Wallace's
unique voice and his unflinching exploration of the human psyche. It’s a book that has intrigued
readers and critics alike, not just for its provocative title but for its intricate examination of gender,
communication, and the often uncomfortable realities of interpersonal relationships.

If you've ever wondered what makes *Brief Interviews with Hideous Men* such a compelling read,
or if you're curious about David Foster Wallace's narrative style and thematic depth, this article will
guide you through the essential aspects of the collection. From its innovative structure to its raw
emotional honesty, we’ll unpack why this work remains influential in contemporary literature.

Understanding the Structure and Style of Brief
Interviews with Hideous Men

One of the first things that jumps out when reading *david foster wallace brief interviews with
hideous men* is the book’s distinctive format. Rather than traditional short stories with linear plots,
Wallace presents a series of "interviews" — monologues by men who reveal their innermost
thoughts, often exposing their flaws, insecurities, and sometimes outright cruelty.

The Interview Format: A Window into the Male Psyche

This interview style creates an intimate and confessional atmosphere. Each "interview" feels like a
direct conversation, but often the men speak more to themselves than to any actual interviewer. This
technique allows Wallace to dissect complex notions of masculinity and vulnerability without the
need for an external narrator or commentary.

The fragmented narrative style challenges readers to piece together the bigger picture, encouraging
active engagement rather than passive consumption. This approach mirrors real-life communication
— disjointed, contradictory, and sometimes painfully honest.

Wallace’s Language and Narrative Voice

David Foster Wallace’s prose in *Brief Interviews* is notable for its dense, detailed, and often
intricate sentences. His use of footnotes, a hallmark in much of his work, adds layers of meaning and
subtext, inviting readers to slow down and truly digest the text.



The language shifts between clinical detachment and emotional intensity. This duality enhances the
authenticity of the characters, making their confessions feel both raw and intellectual. Wallace’s
ability to balance humor, pathos, and critique is on full display here, making the stories resonate on
multiple levels.

Themes Explored in Brief Interviews with Hideous Men

At its core, *david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men* is an exploration of human
relationships, particularly the complicated dynamics between men and women. But the themes
extend far beyond gender roles, touching on loneliness, self-deception, power, and the struggle for
genuine connection.

Masculinity and Its Discontents

The men featured in these interviews often embody what Wallace critiques as the “hideous” side of
masculinity — arrogance, emotional repression, and entitlement. Yet, the stories don’t simply
condemn these traits; instead, they reveal the underlying pain and confusion driving such behavior.

This nuanced portrayal helps readers empathize with characters who might otherwise seem
unsympathetic. It also sparks important conversations about how cultural expectations shape male
identity and interpersonal conduct.

Communication Breakdown and Emotional Isolation

A recurring motif in the collection is the difficulty of authentic communication. Many of the men
seem trapped in their own minds, unable to express themselves honestly without resorting to
defensiveness or manipulation. This breakdown in communication leads to isolation, a theme that
Wallace explores with profound sensitivity.

The stories highlight how misunderstandings and emotional barriers can create a sense of alienation
— not just between men and women but within the self. This focus on isolation reveals the universal
human struggle to be seen and understood.

The Impact and Legacy of Brief Interviews with
Hideous Men

Since its publication, *david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men* has become a seminal
work for readers interested in postmodern literature, gender studies, and contemporary American
fiction. Its influence can be seen in how writers approach complex characters and fragmented
storytelling.



Critical Reception and Interpretations

Critics have praised the collection for its originality and depth, though some have found it
challenging due to its unconventional style. For many, the book is a bold experiment that pushes the
boundaries of what short stories can achieve.

Academic discussions often focus on the ethical implications of Wallace’s portrayals and how the

book critiques societal norms without offering easy answers. This openness to interpretation invites
ongoing dialogue, making the work relevant even decades after its release.

David Foster Wallace’s Broader Literary Contributions

*Brief Interviews* fits within Wallace’s broader oeuvre, which includes the acclaimed novel *Infinite
Jest* and numerous essays. His work is characterized by intellectual rigor, emotional honesty, and a
deep concern with the human condition.

For readers new to Wallace, *Brief Interviews with Hideous Men* serves as a compelling
introduction to his style — combining the cerebral with the visceral, the humorous with the tragic.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Brief Interviews with
Hideous Men

If you're considering diving into *david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men*, here are
some tips to enhance your experience:

e Take your time: Wallace’s prose is dense and layered. Reading slowly can help you absorb
the nuances and appreciate the complexity of the characters.

e Pay attention to footnotes: These aren’t just asides but integral parts of the narrative that
offer insight or contrast to the main text.

¢ Reflect on the themes: Consider how the stories relate to broader issues like gender roles,
communication, and emotional honesty.

e Discuss with others: Because of its complexity, sharing interpretations with fellow readers
can deepen your understanding and reveal new perspectives.

Exploring Adaptations and Related Works

Interestingly, *Brief Interviews with Hideous Men* was adapted into a film in 2009, directed by John
Krasinski. While the movie received mixed reviews, it brought renewed attention to Wallace’s work



and offered a visual interpretation of his challenging narratives.

For those interested in exploring similar themes, reading Wallace’s essays or his novel *Infinite Jest*
can provide further insight into his literary genius and recurring preoccupations.

David Foster Wallace’s *Brief Interviews with Hideous Men* remains a striking exploration of human
flaws and the complexities of communication. By peeling back the layers of masculinity,
vulnerability, and emotional isolation, Wallace invites readers into a world that is both unsettling
and deeply human. Whether you approach the book as a literary challenge or a profound
psychological study, it offers a rewarding journey into the depths of contemporary American
literature.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of David Foster Wallace's 'Brief
Interviews with Hideous Men'?

The central theme revolves around the complexities of male identity, relationships, and the often
uncomfortable dynamics between men and women, exploring vulnerability, cruelty, and
communication.

How does David Foster Wallace use narrative style in 'Brief
Interviews with Hideous Men'?

Wallace employs a fragmented and experimental narrative style, using interview transcripts, stream-
of-consciousness, and unreliable narrators to provide multifaceted perspectives on masculinity.

What is the significance of the interview format in the book?

The interview format allows Wallace to dissect male psychology through direct, candid, and often
disturbing confessions, highlighting the contradictions and insecurities behind social facades.

Are the characters in 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men'
based on real people?

While the characters are fictional, they reflect authentic psychological and emotional experiences
that resonate with real human behavior and societal archetypes.

What is the tone of the stories in 'Brief Interviews with
Hideous Men'?

The tone is often darkly comedic, ironic, and unsettling, blending humor with a critical examination
of human flaws and social dysfunctions.



How does 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men' fit into David
Foster Wallace's overall body of work?

The collection exemplifies Wallace's signature style of deep psychological insight, linguistic
complexity, and exploration of postmodern themes, complementing his broader literary
contributions on human consciousness.

Has 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men' been adapted into
other media?

Yes, the collection was adapted into a film in 2009, directed by and starring Sean Garrity, which
interprets the stories through a cinematic lens while maintaining the book's thematic core.

Additional Resources

David Foster Wallace’s Brief Interviews with Hideous Men: An Analytical Exploration

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men stands as one of the most provocative
and complex short story collections in contemporary American literature. Published in 1999, this
work by David Foster Wallace showcases his unique narrative style and his unflinching examination
of masculinity, psychology, and human relationships. The collection comprises a series of
fragmented, often disturbing monologues and dialogues that peel back the layers of male
consciousness, revealing insecurities, desires, and societal constructs in raw form.

This article delves into the thematic core, stylistic innovations, and cultural significance of david
foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men, illuminating why it remains a critical touchstone
for readers and scholars alike.

Contextualizing David Foster Wallace’s Work

David Foster Wallace emerged in the 1990s as a defining voice in postmodern literature, known for
his dense prose, footnotes, and metafictional techniques. Brief Interviews with Hideous Men
represents a departure from his earlier, more experimental works like *The Broom of the System*
and anticipates the thematic concerns of his magnum opus, *Infinite Jest*. Through these brief
“interviews,” Wallace explores the dark recesses of male psychology, often exposing the
contradictions and toxic behaviors that define the “hideous men” he depicts.

The title itself signals a duality: the “brief interviews” suggest a journalistic or clinical approach,

while the “hideous men” hint at moral and emotional grotesqueness. This framing sets the tone for
the collection’s exploration of alienation, misogyny, and self-deception.

Thematic Analysis



Exploration of Masculinity and Power

A dominant theme throughout david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men is an incisive
critique of masculinity. The stories dissect how societal norms and personal insecurities intertwine
to produce toxic behaviors. Wallace’s characters often articulate their feelings through rambling,
self-justifications, revealing a desperate need for control or validation.

Unlike traditional portrayals of masculinity, these men are neither heroic nor admirable; they are
deeply flawed, sometimes repugnant figures whose “hideousness” is psychological and emotional
rather than physical. This nuanced portrayal challenges readers to confront uncomfortable truths
about gender dynamics and male identity.

Isolation and Communication Breakdown

The structure of the collection—fragmented monologues and partial interviews—mirrors the inability
of these men to truly connect with others. The stories frequently demonstrate a breakdown in
communication, where language fails to bridge emotional gaps. This narrative style amplifies the
themes of loneliness and alienation, underscoring the paradox of men who desperately seek intimacy
but sabotage it through self-centeredness or emotional immaturity.

Self-Deception and Psychological Complexity

Wallace’s characters are often unreliable narrators, engaging in self-deception to shield themselves
from guilt or vulnerability. The “interviews” reveal layers of psychological complexity, as characters
oscillate between confession and evasion. This ambiguity invites readers to actively interpret the
subtext, making the stories rich in psychological insight.

Stylistic Features and Narrative Techniques

One of the hallmarks of david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men is its innovative
narrative style. The collection eschews traditional story arcs in favor of fragmented, often disjointed
dialogues that mimic real-life conversations and internal monologues.

e Fragmentation: The use of incomplete interviews and broken narratives reflects the
fractured nature of the characters’ psyches.

e Metafictional Elements: Wallace occasionally breaks the fourth wall or employs self-
referential commentary, highlighting the artificiality of storytelling.

e Dark Humor: Despite the often grim subject matter, the collection is infused with wit and
irony, offering a satirical lens on male behavior.

¢ Dense Prose and Footnotes: Although less elaborate than in *Infinite Jest*, Wallace’s



signature complexity is evident in his layered sentences and occasional footnotes, demanding
attentive reading.

These stylistic choices not only deepen the thematic resonance but also challenge conventional
storytelling, positioning the collection as a significant contribution to postmodern literature.

Comparisons with Other Works

When juxtaposed with other literary explorations of masculinity, such as Chuck Palahniuk’s *Fight
Club* or Bret Easton Ellis’s *American Psycho*, david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous
men offers a more introspective and nuanced approach. Unlike the overt violence and nihilism of
those novels, Wallace’s stories dissect the internal emotional and psychological dysfunctions that
underlie toxic masculinity.

Moreover, the collection’s experimental narrative form distinguishes it from more straightforward

prose narratives, aligning it with the works of contemporaries like Jonathan Franzen, who also
examined modern male identity but with more traditional structures.

Reception and Cultural Impact

Upon its release, david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men elicited polarized responses.
Critics praised Wallace’s linguistic prowess and psychological insight but also grappled with the
unsettling nature of the content. Some viewed the stories as misogynistic due to their focus on
flawed male perspectives, while others considered the work a critical examination of such flaws.
Over time, the collection has gained recognition for its prescient exploration of themes that resonate

with ongoing societal conversations about gender, consent, and emotional vulnerability. It has been
influential in academic circles, inspiring discourse on narrative form and gender representation.

Pros and Cons of the Collection

e Pros:
o Innovative narrative structure that challenges traditional storytelling.
o Deep psychological insight into male behavior and identity.
o Engagement with complex social and emotional themes.

o Sharp, often humorous prose that balances darkness with wit.



e Cons:
o The fragmented style may alienate readers seeking linear narratives.
o Some stories’ bleakness and moral ambiguity can be emotionally taxing.

o Controversial depictions of gender dynamics might be misinterpreted.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

More than two decades after its publication, david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men
remains a critical text in understanding late 20th-century masculinity and literary experimentation.
Its influence extends beyond literature into cultural studies, psychology, and gender discourse.

The collection’s unvarnished portrayal of emotional dysfunction and the search for meaning
anticipates many contemporary discussions around male mental health and toxic masculinity. As
society continues to grapple with these issues, Wallace’s work serves as both a mirror and a critique,
urging readers to examine the hidden complexities beneath surface behaviors.

The enduring fascination with david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men lies in its
ability to unsettle and provoke thought, compelling readers to confront uncomfortable realities about
human nature.

In navigating the tangled narratives and psychological depths of this collection, one encounters not

only the “hideous men” Wallace portrays but also the broader human struggle for understanding,
connection, and authenticity.
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relations with women. Wallace delights in leftfield observation, mining the absurd, the surprising,
and the illuminating from every situation. This collection will enthrall DFW fans, and provides a
perfect introduction for new readers.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Brief Interviews with Hideous Men
David Foster Wallace, 2000 In his startling and singular new short story collection, David Foster
Wallace nudges at the boundaries of fiction with inimitable wit and seductive intelligence. Among
the stories are 'The Depressed Person', a dazzling and blackly humorous portrayal of a woman's
mental state; 'Adult World', which reveals a woman's agonised consideration of her confusing sexual
relationship with her husband; and 'Brief Interviews with Hideous Men', a dark, hilarious series of
portraits of men whose fear of women renders them grotesque. Wallace's stories present a world
where the bizarre and the banal are interwoven and where hideous men appear in many different
guises. Thought-provoking and playful, this collection confirms David Foster Wallace as one of the
most imaginative young writers around. Wallace delights in leftfield observation, mining the ironic,
the surprising and the illuminating from every situation. His new collection will delight his growing
number of fans, and provide a perfect introduction for new readers.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: A Not-so-brief Interview with
David Foster Wallace’s Hideous Men Nandini Nalam, 2025 My thesis assesses the quality of
self-conceptualisation and self- representation in David Foster Wallace’s anthology ‘Brief Interviews
With Hideous Men.” My first chapter articulates the struggle to represent the self, where I talk about
the postmodern fragmentation of thought and language, alongside silencing as a motif in Wallace’s
text. My second chapter then locates a subsequent, compromised self-representation that emerges
from the struggle. This self-representation is “negotiated” within complex artistic, familial or
relational spheres, and is ultimately characterised by shame, anger and lovelessness. Gender (as an
oppressive force) is considered. My third chapter ultimately locates an alternative outcome in
Wallace’s other characters, where their struggle to represent themselves results instead in an
idealistic, constantly revising paralysis. Here, I focus on stylistic choices like repetition or a dialogic
internal voice. Consistently, I am concerned with genre and how the gestural, episodic nature of the
short story lends itself to disembodied, alienated depictions of the self. I conclude with reflections on
masculinity and authorial reception.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Conversations with David Foster
Wallace Stephen Burn, 2012-03-08 Conversations with the author of A Supposedly Fun Thing I'll
Never Do Again, Brief Interviews with Hideous Men, and Infinite Jest

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: David Foster Wallace's Toxic
Sexuality Edward Jackson, 2020-06-11 David Foster Wallace's Toxic Sexuality: Hideousness,
Neoliberalism, Spermatics is the first full-length study of perhaps the most controversial aspect of
Wallace's work - male sexuality. Departing from biographical accounts of Wallace's troubled
relationship to sex, the book offers new and engaging close readings of this vexed topic in both his
fiction and non-fiction. Wallace consistently returns to images of sexual toxicity across his career to
argue that, when it comes to sex, men are immutably hideous. He makes this argument by drawing
on a variety of neoliberal logics and spermatic metaphors, which in their appeal to apparently
neutral economic processes and natural bodily facts, forestall the possibility that men can change.
The book therefore provides a revisionist account of Wallace's attitudes towards capitalism, as well
as a critical dissection of his approach to masculinity and sexuality. In doing so, David Foster
Wallace's Toxic Sexuality shows how Wallace can be considered a neoliberal writer, whose
commitment to furthering male sexual toxicity is a disturbing but undeniable part of his literary
project.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Changing My Mind Zadie Smith,
2009-11-12 [These essays] reflect a lively, unselfconscious, rigorous, erudite, and earnestly open
mind that's busy refining its view of life, literature, and a great deal in between. —Los Angeles Times
Split into five sections--Reading, Being, Seeing, Feeling, and Remembering--Changing My Mind finds
Zadie Smith casting an acute eye over material both personal and cultural. This engaging collection




of essays, some published here for the first time, reveals Smith as a passionate and precise essayist,
equally at home in the world of great books and bad movies, family and philosophy, British
comedians and Italian divas. Whether writing on Katherine Hepburn, Kafka, Anna Magnani, or Zora
Neale Hurston, she brings deft care to the art of criticism with a style both sympathetic and
insightful. Changing My Mind is journalism at its most expansive, intelligent, and funny--a gift to
readers and writers both.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: New Media and the Transformation
of Postmodern American Literature Casey Michael Henry, 2019-02-07 How has American literature
after postmodernism responded to the digital age? Drawing on insights from contemporary media
theory, this is the first book to explore the explosion of new media technologies as an animating
context for contemporary American literature. Casey Michael Henry examines the intertwining
histories of new media forms since the 1970s and literary postmodernism and its aftermath, from
William Gaddis's J R and Bret Easton Ellis's American Psycho through to David Foster Wallace's
Infinite Jest. Through these histories, the book charts the ways in which print-based postmodern
writing at first resisted new mass media forms and ultimately came to respond to them.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Wallace’s Dialects Mary Shapiro,
2020-05-14 Mary Shapiro explores the use of regional and ethnic dialects in the works of David
Foster Wallace, not just as a device used to add realism to dialogue, but as a vehicle for important
social commentary about the role language plays in our daily lives, how we express personal
identity, and how we navigate social relationships. Wallace's Dialects straddles the fields of
linguistic criticism and folk linguistics, considering which linguistic variables of Jewish-American
English, African-American English, Midwestern, Southern, and Boston regional dialects were salient
enough for Wallace to represent, and how he showed the intersectionality of these with gender and
social class. Wallace's own use of language is examined with respect to how it encodes his identity
as a white, male, economically privileged Midwesterner, while also foregrounding characteristic and
distinctive idiolect features that allowed him to connect to readers across implied social boundaries.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Frag[men]ted Hamish Ansley,
2017

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest
Stephen J. Burn, 2012-04-19 Infinite Jest has been hailed as one the great modern American novels
and its author, David Foster Wallace, who committed suicide in 2008, as one of the most influential
and innovative authors of the past 20 years. Don DelLillo called Infinite Jest a three-stage rocket to
the future, a work equal to the huge, babbling spin-out sweep of contemporary life, while Time
Magazine included Infinite Jest on its list of 100 Greatest Novels published between 1923-2006.
David Foster Wallace's Infinite Jest: A Reader's Guide was the first book to be published on the novel
and is a key reference for those who wish to explore further. Infinite Jest has become an exemplar
for difficulty in contemporary Fiction-its 1,079 pages full of verbal invention, oblique narration, and
a scattered, nonlinear, chronology. In this comprehensively revised second edition, Burn maps
Wallace's influence on contemporary American fiction, outlines Wallace's poetics, and provides a
full-length study of the novel, drawing out the most important themes and ideas, before surveying
Wallace's post-Infinite Jest output, including The Pale King.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: The Routledge Companion to
Masculinity in American Literature and Culture Lydia R. Cooper, 2021-12-26 Recently, the U.S. has
seen a rise in misogynistic and race-based violence perpetrated by men expressing a sense of
grievance, from incels to alt-right activists. Grounding sociological, historical, political, and
economic analyses of masculinity through the lens of cultural narratives in many forms and
expressions, The Routledge Companion to Masculinity in American Literature and Culture suggests
that how we examine the stories that shape us in turn shapes our understanding of our current
reality and gives us language for imagining better futures. Masculinity is more than a description of
traits associated with particular performances of gender. It is more than a study of gender and social
power. It is an examination of the ways in which gender affects our capacity to engage ethically with



each other in complex human societies. This volume offers essays from a range of established, global
experts in American masculinity as well as new and upcoming scholars in order to explore not just
what masculinity once meant, has come to mean, and may mean in the future in the U.S.; it also
articulates what is at stake with our conceptions of masculinity.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Brief Interviews in an
International Organization. Life is a Story - story.one L. B. Gules, 2023-08-30 Everyone,
without any discrimination, has the right to equal pay for equal work... except interns. In a short
story collection portraying a range of dialogues at an international organization, L. B. Gules uses
real experiences to offer a glimpse at some of the hypocrisy, absurdity, and indifference that plague
these organizations and their intern population.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Metamodernism in Contemporary
British Theatre Tom Drayton, 2024-10-03 Postmodern theatre is dead. A new theatre is rising - one
that combines the well-worn postmodern aesthetics of irony, detachment, and deconstruction with a
paradoxical interest in authenticity, engagement, and re-construction. Whilst recent scholarship has
treated these evolving interests as unrelated shifts in performance aesthetics, this volume proposes
a new understanding: that these are part of a wider emerging cultural paradigm - metamodernism.
Metamodernism in Contemporary British Theatre is the first book to focus on metamodernism and
performance, offering a pioneering framework by which to identify and understand metamodern
theatre. By drawing critical links between the works of performance theorists such as Anne Bogart
and Andy Lavender and the metamodern as defined by Timotheus Vermeulen and Robin van den
Akker, this book makes a clear, vital, and urgent case for the use of the term metamodernism within
mainstream theatre scholarship. Focussing on small-scale theatre companies across the UK -
including Poltergeist, YESYESNONO, Middle Child and The Gramophones, many of whom have not
been documented in academia before - this book also provides a unique analysis of the theatre made
by British millennials, a generation who have been distinctly affected by specific structures of
contemporary precarity coinciding with this wider cultural shift. Through this, Metamodernism in
Contemporary British Theatre makes a crucial contribution towards understanding emergent
developments in post-millennial theatre practice across Britain and beyond.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Modern Fiction, Disability, and
the Hearing Sciences Edward Allen, 2024-08-15 The relationship between critical disability studies
and the hearing sciences is a dynamic one, and it’s changing still, both as clinicians come to terms
with the evolving health of deaf and hearing communities and as the ‘social’ and ‘medical’
understandings of disability continue to gain traction among different groups. What might a
‘cultural’ approach to these overlapping areas of study involve? And what could narrative prose in
particular have to tell us that other sources haven’t sensed? At a time when visual media otherwise
seem to have captured the imagination, Modern Fiction, Disability, and the Hearing Sciences makes
the case for a wide range of literature. In doing so - through serials, short stories, circadian fiction,
narrative history, morality tales, whodunits, Bildungsromane, life-writing, the Great American Novel
- the book reveals the diverse ways in which writers have plotted and voiced experiences of hearing,
from the nineteenth century to the present day.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Maximalism in Contemporary
American Literature Nick Levey, 2016-11-18 This book begins a new and foundational discussion of
maximalism by investigating how the treatment of detail in contemporary literature impels readers
to navigate, tolerate, and enrich the cultural landscape of postindustrial America. It studies the
maximalist novels of David Foster Wallace, Nicholson Baker, Thomas Pynchon, and others,
considering how overly-detailed writing serves the institutional, emotional, and intellectual needs of
contemporary readers and writers. The book argues that maximalist novels not only exceed
perceived limits of style, subject matter, and scope, but strive to remake the usefulness of books in
contemporary culture, refreshing the act of reading. Levey shows that while these novels are
preoccupied with detail and description, they are relatively unconcerned with the traditional goals of
representation. Instead, they use detail to communicate particular values and fantasies of




intelligence, enthusiasm, and ability attached to the management of complex and excessive
information. Whether reinvigorating the banal and trivial in mainstream culture, or soothing
anxieties of human insufficiency in the age of automation and the internet, these texts model
significant abilities, rather than just objects of significance, and encourage readers to develop habits
of reading that complement the demands of an increasingly detailed culture. Drawing upon a diverse
range of theoretical schools and cultural texts, including Thing Theory, Marxism, New Formalism,
playlists, blogs, and archival manuscripts, the book proposes a new understanding of maximalist
writing and a new way of approaching the usefulness of literary objects in contemporary culture.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Contemporary Fictions of Attention
Alice Bennett, 2018-08-09 With the supposed shortening of our attention spans, what future is there
for fiction in the age of the internet? Contemporary Fictions of Attention rejects this discourse of
distraction-crisis which suggests that the future of reading is in peril, and instead finds that
contemporary writers construct 'fictions of attention' that find some value in states or moments of
inattention. Through discussion of work by a diverse selection of writers, including Joshua Cohen,
Ben Lerner, Tom McCarthy, Ali Smith, Zadie Smith, and David Foster Wallace, this book identifies
how fiction prompts readers to become peripherally aware of their own attention. Contemporary
Fictions of Attention locates a common interest in attention within 21st-century fiction and connects
this interest to a series of debates surrounding ethics, temporality, the everyday, boredom, work,
and self-discipline in contemporary culture.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Storytelling in the Media
Convergence Age R. Pearson, A. Smith, 2014-12-18 Why do screen narratives remain so different in
an age of convergence and globalisation that many think is blurring distinctions? This collection
attempts to answer this question using examples drawn from a range of media, from Hollywood
franchises to digital comics, and a range of countries, from the United States to Japan

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: Mathematics in Postmodern
American Fiction Stuart J. Taylor, 2024-04-23 This book delivers an innovative critical approach to
better understand U.S. fiction of the information age, and argues that in the last eighty years, fiction
has become increasingly concerned with its representations of mathematical ideas, images, and
practices. In so doing, this book provides a fuller, transnational account of the place of mathematics
in understanding mathematically informed novels. Literature and science studies have
acknowledged and situated historical points of cultural crossover; by emphasising mathematics
within this larger intellectual context - and not as an unlikely and alien adjunct to post-war culture -
this monograph clarifies how mathematically informed postmodern fictions work in a cognate
fashion to other fields undergoing structuralist revolutions. This is especially evident in fiction by the
key, mathematically-literate Postmodern authors upon whom this study focuses, namely, Thomas
Pynchon, Don Delillo, and David Foster Wallace, through which recent the technological
revolutions, facilitated by mathematics, manifest in cultural discourse.

david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: The Poetics of Fragmentation in
Contemporary British and American Fiction Vanessa Guignery, Wojciech Drag, 2019-12-02 The
last decades have seen a revival of fragmentation in British and American works of fiction that deny
linearity, coherence and continuity in favour of disruption, gaps and fissures. Authors such as Ali
Smith, David Mitchell and David Shields have sought new ways of representing our global,
media-saturated contemporary experience which differ from modernist and postmodernist
experimentations from which the writers nevertheless draw inspiration. This volume aims to
investigate some of the most important contributions to fragmentary literature from British and
American writers since the 1990s, with a particular emphasis on texts released in the twenty-first
century. The chapters within examine whether contemporary forms of literary fragmentation
constitute a return to the modernist episteme or the fragmented literature of exhaustion of the
1960s, mark a continuity with postmodernist aesthetics or signal a deviation from past models and
an attempt to reflect today’s accelerated culture of social media and over-communication.
Contributors theorise and classify literary fragments, examine the relationship between




fragmentation and the Zeitgeist (influenced by globalisation, media saturation and social networks),
analyse the mechanics of multimodal and multimedial fictions, and consider the capacity of literary
fragmentation to represent personal or collective trauma and to address ethical concerns. They also
investigate the ways in which the architecture of the printed book is destabilised and how aesthetic
processes involving fragmentation, bricolage and/or collage raise ontological, ethical and
epistemological questions about the globalised contemporary world we live in and its relation to the
self and the other. Besides the aforementioned authors, the volume makes reference to the works of
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david foster wallace brief interviews with hideous men: More Dynamite Craig Raine,
2014-06-01 More Dynamite anthologizes a wealth of essays by a writer with one of the keenest
critical eyes of his generation. Craig Raine—poet, critic, novelist, Oxford don, and editor—turns his
fearsome and unflinching gaze on subjects ranging from Kafka to Koons, Beckett to Babel. He waxes
lyrical about Ron Mueck's hyperreal sculptures and reassesses the metafiction of David Foster
Wallace. For Raine, no element of cultural output is insignificant, be it cinema, fiction, poetry, or
installation art. Finding solace in both literature and art alike, and finding moments of truth and
beauty where others had stopped looking, More Dynamite will reinvigorate readers, challenge our
perceptions of the classics, and wonderfully affirm our love of good writing, new and old. This
extensive collection of essays is a crash course in 20th century artistic endeavor—nothing short of a
master class in high culture from one of the most discerning minds in contemporary British letters.
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