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CNA State Exam Passing Score California: What You Need to Know to Succeed

cna state exam passing score california is a crucial piece of information for anyone preparing to

become a Certified Nursing Assistant in the Golden State. Understanding the scoring system, exam

structure, and preparation strategies can make a significant difference in your success rate. Whether

you’re a recent graduate of a CNA training program or returning to take the exam, knowing exactly

what to expect will help you approach the test with confidence and clarity.

If you’re gearing up for the CNA state exam in California, this guide will walk you through the essential

details about the passing score, the format of the exam, and useful tips to help you pass on your first

try.

Understanding the CNA State Exam Passing Score California

The CNA state exam in California is designed to assess your knowledge and practical skills necessary

to provide quality care in various healthcare settings. The exam is divided into two main components:

the written (or oral) examination and the skills test. Both parts are equally important, and you must

pass both to become a certified nursing assistant.

What Is the Passing Score?

In California, the passing score for the CNA written exam typically requires a candidate to answer at

least 70% of the questions correctly. This standard applies whether you take the exam in a written or

oral format. The skills test requires demonstrating proficiency in essential nursing assistant procedures,

where you must successfully perform a set number of skills as evaluated by a proctor.



Why Is the Passing Score Important?

The passing score ensures that all CNAs entering the workforce meet a minimum competency level to

provide safe and effective care. This threshold protects patients and maintains the integrity of

healthcare services. Knowing this score helps candidates set realistic goals during their study process

and focus on areas that need improvement.

Breaking Down the CNA State Exam in California

To appreciate the significance of the passing score, it’s helpful to understand how the exam is

structured and what it tests.

The Written Exam

The written portion of the CNA state exam in California consists of 60 multiple-choice questions. These

questions cover a broad range of topics including:

Basic nursing skills

Patient rights and confidentiality

Infection control

Safety and emergency procedures

Communication and interpersonal skills



You’ll have 90 minutes to complete this part. The exam is available in English and several other

languages to accommodate diverse candidates.

The Skills Test

The skills test evaluates your ability to perform five randomly selected nursing assistant tasks from a

list of approximately 25 skills. These tasks include activities like:

Hand hygiene

Taking vital signs

Assisting with ambulation

Feeding a patient

Changing bed linens

A proctor will observe you performing each skill, and you must complete them correctly according to

the standardized procedures outlined in the California CNA Candidate Handbook.

Tips to Pass the CNA State Exam Passing Score California

Preparing for the CNA state exam can feel overwhelming, but with a focused approach, you can

increase your chances of success.



1. Use Official Study Materials

Start with the California CNA Candidate Handbook and other official resources provided by the

California Department of Public Health (CDPH). These materials outline exactly what content will be

tested and give you a clear idea of the skills you need to master.

2. Practice Skills Thoroughly

Since the skills test is hands-on, it’s essential to practice each procedure multiple times. Many CNA

training programs offer lab sessions, and you can also form study groups to practice with peers. Make

sure you understand the correct sequence and safety protocols for each skill.

3. Take Practice Exams

Simulating the written test environment with practice exams can help you get used to the format and

timing. It also highlights areas where you may need additional study, helping you focus your efforts

efficiently.

4. Manage Your Exam Day Stress

Feeling nervous is natural, but excessive anxiety can impair your performance. Develop relaxation

techniques such as deep breathing or visualization to stay calm. Ensure you get a good night’s sleep

before the exam and arrive early at the testing center.



Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Many candidates find certain aspects of the CNA exam more challenging, but knowing these hurdles in

advance can help you prepare better.

Language Barriers

California offers the CNA written exam in multiple languages, including Spanish, Tagalog, Chinese,

and Vietnamese. If English is not your first language, consider taking the exam in your preferred

language or seek additional language support during your study sessions.

Time Management

Both the written and skills tests are timed. During the written exam, pacing yourself to answer all

questions is key. For the skills test, practicing under timed conditions can help you perform smoothly

and confidently on test day.

Remembering All Procedures

The skills test demands precision. Using mnemonic devices or creating checklists can help you

memorize the steps. Repetition and hands-on practice are the best ways to retain this information.

After the Exam: What Happens Next?

Once you complete both parts of the CNA state exam in California, your results will be processed by



the testing agency. Written exam results are usually available within a few days, while skills test results

may take a bit longer depending on scheduling and processing times.

If you pass both sections and meet all other eligibility criteria, you will be added to the California

Nursing Assistant Registry. This registry allows you to work legally as a CNA in the state.

If you don’t pass one or both parts, don’t be discouraged. You can retake the exam after a waiting

period, giving you time to strengthen your knowledge and skills.

Why Passing the CNA State Exam Matters in California

California’s healthcare system relies heavily on competent CNAs to provide essential patient care in

hospitals, nursing homes, and other facilities. Passing the state exam with the required score not only

marks a major milestone in your career but also ensures you are qualified to deliver high-quality care.

Moreover, a CNA certification opens doors to further nursing education and career advancement.

Many CNAs use this credential as a stepping stone to become Licensed Vocational Nurses (LVNs) or

Registered Nurses (RNs).

---

Embarking on the journey to become a Certified Nursing Assistant in California involves understanding

the importance of the cna state exam passing score california. With the right preparation, resources,

and mindset, you can meet the state’s requirements and begin a rewarding career in healthcare.

Remember, every question answered correctly and every skill performed competently brings you one

step closer to joining one of the most respected professions in the medical field.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the passing score for the CNA state exam in California?

The passing score for the CNA state exam in California is typically 70% or higher on both the written

and skills portions.

How many questions are on the California CNA state exam?

The California CNA written exam usually consists of 60 multiple-choice questions, and candidates

must pass both the written and skills tests.

Can I retake the California CNA state exam if I fail?

Yes, if you fail the California CNA state exam, you can retake it. There is a waiting period of usually

15 days before retaking the exam.

Is the CNA state exam in California a written test or a skills test?

The California CNA state exam includes both a written (or oral) test and a skills test, and candidates

must pass both sections to become certified.

Where can I find study materials to prepare for the California CNA

state exam?

You can find study materials through California-approved CNA training programs, the California

Department of Public Health website, and various CNA exam prep books and online resources.

Additional Resources

CNA State Exam Passing Score California: What You Need to Know



cna state exam passing score california is a critical benchmark for aspiring Certified Nursing Assistants

(CNAs) who seek to enter the healthcare workforce in the state. Understanding the nuances of the

passing score, exam structure, and preparation strategies is essential for candidates preparing to

navigate California's certification process. This article delves into the specifics of the CNA state exam

passing score in California, providing an analytical overview that equips future CNAs with the

knowledge to approach the exam confidently.

Understanding the CNA State Exam in California

The CNA state exam in California is a two-part assessment designed to evaluate both theoretical

knowledge and practical skills necessary for competent caregiving. Administered by the California

Department of Public Health (CDPH), the exam consists of a written (or oral) test and a skills

demonstration. Candidates must successfully pass both components to earn certification.

The written section typically contains 60 multiple-choice questions, covering a comprehensive range of

topics such as infection control, patient rights, communication, and basic nursing procedures. For

candidates who prefer or require it, an oral version is available, where questions are read aloud.

The skills test requires candidates to demonstrate five randomly selected nursing assistant skills from

a list of 25 standardized procedures. These skills include tasks such as bed making, vital signs

measurement, feeding, and assisting with mobility. Performance in this section is critical since practical

competency is paramount in healthcare settings.

The CNA State Exam Passing Score California: What Is It?

In California, the passing score for the written portion of the CNA exam is set at 70%. This means that

candidates must correctly answer at least 42 of the 60 questions to pass. The skills test requires

candidates to perform each of the assigned tasks correctly without critical errors—errors that could

jeopardize patient safety or well-being.



Achieving the passing score on the written exam alone does not suffice; candidates must also pass

the skills evaluation. Both parts are weighted equally in the certification process, emphasizing that

knowledge and hands-on abilities are equally vital for quality caregiving.

Comparing California’s Passing Score to Other States

California’s 70% passing threshold aligns closely with national standards but varies slightly compared

to other states. For example, some states require a minimum score of 75% on the written exam,

reflecting a more stringent knowledge requirement. Others may set the bar at 65%, offering a slightly

lower threshold.

Regarding skills demonstration, most states demand flawless or near-flawless execution of practical

tasks, similar to California’s approach. This consistency underscores the healthcare industry’s

emphasis on patient safety and high-quality care across the United States.

Understanding these differences is important for candidates who may consider certification reciprocity

or transferring their credentials between states. California’s standards are both rigorous and fair,

maintaining a balance between accessibility and quality assurance.

Factors Affecting the CNA Exam Passing Score in California

Several factors influence the determination and maintenance of the CNA state exam passing score in

California:

Regulatory Standards: The CDPH regularly reviews exam content and passing criteria to ensure

alignment with current healthcare practices and regulations.

Test Validity and Reliability: Psychometric analyses are conducted to validate that the passing



score accurately reflects the minimum competency level.

Healthcare Industry Needs: Increasing demand for CNAs in California affects exam content

updates to include emerging skills and knowledge areas.

These factors ensure the passing score remains a relevant and effective measure of candidate

preparedness.

Preparing for the CNA State Exam in California

Preparation is key to meeting or exceeding the CNA state exam passing score in California. Given the

exam’s dual components, candidates must adopt a comprehensive study strategy.

Study Resources and Strategies

Candidates should utilize a variety of study materials, including:

Official California CNA Candidate Handbook: Provides detailed exam formats, sample questions,

and skills lists.

Practice Tests: Simulate the written exam environment to build familiarity and reduce test

anxiety.

Skills Practice: Hands-on practice sessions, often provided by CNA training programs, are

crucial for mastering the skills test.



Structured study schedules that balance theoretical and practical preparation tend to yield the best

results.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Many candidates struggle with time management during the written exam or feel nervous during skills

demonstrations. To mitigate these issues:

Practice timed quizzes to improve pacing.1.

Participate in mock skill assessments with instructors or peers.2.

Engage in stress-relief techniques such as deep breathing exercises before testing.3.

Addressing these challenges proactively can significantly increase the likelihood of achieving the

passing score.

Implications of the CNA State Exam Passing Score California

The passing score does more than determine an individual’s certification status; it serves as a quality

control mechanism for the healthcare system. By maintaining a clear and fair standard, California

ensures that CNAs entering the workforce possess the essential knowledge and skills to provide safe

and effective care.

Furthermore, the passing score influences workforce readiness, employer confidence, and ultimately



patient outcomes. Healthcare facilities rely on certified CNAs to support nursing staff and deliver

frontline care, making the exam’s standards a critical component of public health infrastructure.

In addition, the state’s decision to offer an oral exam option reflects a commitment to inclusivity,

accommodating candidates with language or reading challenges without compromising the integrity of

the passing criteria.

Overall, the CNA state exam passing score California represents a well-considered balance between

accessibility and rigorous standards, ensuring the continuous development of a competent nursing

assistant workforce.
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CNA Programs by State (2025) – Requirements, Costs, Classes Explore state-approved CNA
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CNA License Your complete Certified Nursing Assistant (CNA) license guide—how to apply for,
renew, verify, or transfer your certification in all 50 U.S. states
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