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**The Largest Law Firms in the World: A Deep Dive into Legal Giants**

largest law firms in the world wield significant influence on the global legal landscape. These
firms handle some of the most complex and high-profile cases, advise multinational corporations,
and shape the future of law with their sheer size, revenue, and expertise. But what makes a law firm
one of the largest? Is it the number of lawyers, the geographic reach, or perhaps the revenue
generated? Let’s explore the fascinating world of these legal behemoths, uncovering the key players,
their specialties, and the trends that define the largest law firms in the world today.

Understanding What Defines the Largest Law Firms in
the World

When discussing the largest law firms, different metrics come into play. The three most common
ways to measure a law firm’s size are headcount (number of lawyers), revenue, and geographic
presence.

Lawyer Headcount

One straightforward measure is the number of practicing attorneys within a firm. Firms like Baker
McKenzie and DLA Piper boast thousands of lawyers globally, spread across dozens of offices. A
large headcount often correlates with the ability to cover a wide range of legal specialties and
provide localized expertise in multiple jurisdictions.

Revenue and Financial Strength

Revenue gives insight into a firm’s financial health and market influence. Firms such as Kirkland &
Ellis and Latham & Watkins consistently rank high in terms of revenue, often exceeding billions of
dollars annually. High revenue usually reflects a client base that includes Fortune 500 companies
and lucrative practice areas like mergers and acquisitions, private equity, and intellectual property.

Global Reach and Geographic Diversity

Global presence is crucial in today’s interconnected world. The largest law firms maintain offices on
multiple continents, allowing them to serve clients with cross-border legal needs efficiently. Firms
like DLA Piper and Norton Rose Fulbright exemplify this, with offices on every inhabited continent.



Top Players Among the Largest Law Firms in the World

Let’s take a closer look at some of the biggest names that dominate the global legal market.

Baker McKenzie

Often topping the list by headcount, Baker McKenzie operates in more than 45 countries with over
4,700 lawyers. Known for its international litigation, corporate law, and tax expertise, the firm’s
strength lies in its ability to handle complex, cross-border transactions and disputes. Baker
McKenzie’s commitment to diversity and inclusion is also a defining characteristic, helping it
maintain a leading position worldwide.

DLA Piper

With over 4,200 lawyers in more than 40 countries, DLA Piper has a broad global footprint. The firm
is particularly strong in corporate law, real estate, and intellectual property. DLA Piper’s strategy
emphasizes innovation and client service, with a focus on industries such as technology, healthcare,
and financial services.

Kirkland & Ellis

While not the largest by headcount, Kirkland & Ellis is a powerhouse in terms of revenue. The firm
consistently ranks as one of the highest-grossing law firms globally, thanks to its dominance in
private equity, restructuring, and litigation. Its aggressive growth strategy and reputation for
delivering results have made it a magnet for top legal talent.

Latham & Watkins

Latham & Watkins is another heavyweight, with over 3,000 lawyers worldwide and annual revenues
surpassing $5 billion. It has a diverse practice portfolio, including environmental law, finance, and
corporate transactions. The firm’s strength lies in its ability to blend deep legal expertise with
industry knowledge.

Key Practice Areas Driving the Growth of Global Law
Firms

Understanding why these firms have grown so large helps shed light on broader industry trends.



Corporate Law and Mergers & Acquisitions (M&A)

The corporate sector is a major revenue generator for the largest law firms. As companies expand
globally and seek mergers or acquisitions, legal advice becomes crucial. Firms with strong M&A
teams often land multi-million-dollar deals, boosting their stature and financial performance.

Litigation and Dispute Resolution

High-stakes litigation involving multinational corporations requires firms with deep resources and
expertise. Law firms with robust dispute resolution teams can command premium fees, especially in
sectors like antitrust, securities, and intellectual property.

Intellectual Property (IP) Law

In an era dominated by technology and innovation, protecting intellectual property is paramount.
Firms that specialize in IP law attract clients from tech, pharmaceuticals, and entertainment, adding
a lucrative stream of business.

Financial Services and Banking

As global finance becomes more complex, law firms that understand regulatory frameworks and
transactional nuances thrive. Legal counsel is essential for banks, investment firms, and fintech
companies navigating compliance and deal-making.

What Sets Largest Law Firms Apart from Smaller
Firms?

It’s not just size that makes these firms stand out; their approach to client service, talent acquisition,
and technology adoption also play vital roles.

Comprehensive Client Solutions

Large law firms offer integrated services that cover multiple legal areas, making them one-stop
shops for corporations needing broad legal support. This multidisciplinary approach often leads to
deeper client relationships and long-term engagements.



Talent Pool and Expertise

With thousands of lawyers worldwide, these firms can assemble specialized teams tailored to client
needs. The ability to deploy experts across jurisdictions is a significant advantage in handling
complex global matters.

Investment in Technology

To manage large volumes of work efficiently, largest law firms in the world invest heavily in legal
tech tools. From AI-powered contract analysis to sophisticated knowledge management systems,
technology enhances productivity and accuracy.

Challenges Faced by the Largest Law Firms in the
World

While these firms enjoy vast resources, they also face unique challenges that come with their size.

Maintaining Firm Culture Across Borders

With offices in multiple countries, preserving a cohesive culture and consistent client experience can
be difficult. Firms must balance local customs and regulations with global standards.

Competition from Boutique Firms

Smaller, specialized boutique firms often challenge the largest law firms by offering niche expertise
and personalized service. Staying competitive requires continuous innovation and client
engagement.

Regulatory and Ethical Complexities

Operating globally means navigating diverse legal frameworks and ethical standards. Compliance
risk is higher, and missteps can damage reputation significantly.

The Future Outlook for the Largest Law Firms

Looking ahead, the largest law firms in the world are poised to evolve alongside technological
advancements and shifting client expectations.



Embracing Artificial Intelligence and Automation

AI is transforming legal research, contract drafting, and due diligence processes. Firms that
leverage these technologies will gain efficiency and better serve clients.

Focus on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion (DEI)

Clients increasingly demand diversity in their legal teams. Leading firms are making DEI a strategic
priority to attract talent and foster innovation.

Expanding into Emerging Markets

Growth opportunities abound in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, where economic development
drives demand for sophisticated legal services. The largest firms are expanding their presence to
capture these markets.

Exploring the largest law firms in the world reveals a dynamic sector marked by scale,
sophistication, and constant change. These legal giants not only handle the world’s most significant
legal matters but also shape the future of the profession through innovation, global reach, and
expertise. Whether you are a prospective client, aspiring lawyer, or legal industry observer,
understanding these firms offers valuable insight into how law adapts in an increasingly
interconnected world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which law firm is currently the largest in the world by number
of lawyers?
Kirkland & Ellis is currently considered the largest law firm in the world by number of lawyers, with
over 3,000 attorneys globally.

What criteria are used to determine the largest law firms in
the world?
The largest law firms are typically ranked based on the number of lawyers, revenue, number of
offices, and global presence.

Which law firm has the highest revenue among the largest
firms globally?
Kirkland & Ellis often leads in revenue, generating over $5 billion annually, making it the highest-
grossing law firm worldwide.



Are the largest law firms in the world concentrated in any
specific countries?
Yes, many of the largest law firms are headquartered in the United States and the United Kingdom,
with extensive international offices.

How do the largest law firms in the world maintain their
global presence?
They maintain global presence through mergers, acquisitions, and establishing offices in key
financial and legal hubs worldwide.

What practice areas are most common among the largest law
firms?
The largest law firms typically specialize in corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, litigation,
intellectual property, and finance.

How has the COVID-19 pandemic impacted the largest law
firms in the world?
The pandemic accelerated remote work adoption, increased demand for restructuring and
bankruptcy services, and pushed firms to enhance digital capabilities.

Which law firms are emerging as potential future leaders in
the global legal market?
Firms like Latham & Watkins, Baker McKenzie, and DLA Piper are expanding rapidly and are
considered strong contenders for future leadership.

Additional Resources
Largest Law Firms in the World: An In-Depth Analysis of Legal Giants

largest law firms in the world represent the pinnacle of legal expertise, influence, and economic
power within the global legal industry. These firms are not only characterized by their extensive
headcounts but also by their vast geographic reach, diverse practice areas, and impressive revenue
streams. Understanding the dynamics behind these legal behemoths offers insight into how the legal
market operates on a multinational scale and what factors contribute to their sustained dominance.

Defining the Largest Law Firms in the World

When discussing the largest law firms globally, various metrics come into play. The most common
measures include the number of attorneys, total revenue, and international presence. While



headcount often reflects the firm's capacity to handle large workloads, revenue indicates financial
success and market influence. Geographic diversity also plays a crucial role, as many of the largest
firms maintain offices across continents to serve multinational clients.

The legal industry is unique in that sheer size does not always equate to quality or specialization.
However, the firms that rank among the largest typically boast a broad spectrum of practice areas,
including corporate law, mergers and acquisitions, intellectual property, litigation, and regulatory
compliance. This diversity allows them to serve a wide array of clients, from global corporations to
governments.

Top Contenders Among the Largest Law Firms

Kirkland & Ellis LLP

Kirkland & Ellis has emerged as a powerhouse within the global legal community, often topping lists
by revenue. With a focus on private equity, restructuring, and intellectual property, Kirkland has
adeptly expanded its services to meet the demands of complex, high-stakes transactions. Its
workforce exceeds 3,000 attorneys worldwide, with offices strategically located in financial hubs
such as New York, London, and Hong Kong.

Latham & Watkins LLP

Known for its global reach and comprehensive service offerings, Latham & Watkins employs over
3,000 lawyers across more than a dozen countries. The firm’s strength lies in its corporate law
practice, environmental law, and litigation services. Its revenues consistently place it among the top
earners, reflecting a balanced approach between size and profitability.

Baker McKenzie

Baker McKenzie distinguishes itself with one of the broadest international footprints. Operating in
over 45 countries, it ranks among the largest law firms in the world by attorney headcount. This
extensive network enables Baker McKenzie to offer localized expertise within a global framework—a
critical advantage for clients navigating cross-border legal challenges.

DLA Piper

DLA Piper is another multinational that boasts a massive team of legal professionals, exceeding
4,000 lawyers globally. Its wide-ranging practice areas include real estate, intellectual property, and
corporate law. The firm emphasizes innovation in legal service delivery, integrating technology to
enhance client outcomes while managing a vast and complex organizational structure.



Key Factors Driving Growth Among the Largest Firms

The ascent of the largest law firms hinges on several strategic factors:

Globalization: As corporations expand internationally, law firms respond by establishing1.
offices worldwide, enabling them to provide seamless legal services across jurisdictions.

Diversification of Services: Firms that broaden their practice areas attract a wider client2.
base and mitigate risks associated with market fluctuations.

Investment in Talent and Technology: Recruiting top legal talent and adopting innovative3.
legal technologies enhance efficiency and client satisfaction.

Strategic Mergers and Acquisitions: Combining with or acquiring smaller firms enables4.
rapid expansion of expertise and geographical reach.

Global Reach and Client Demands

The largest law firms in the world must continually adapt to shifting client needs, particularly
multinational corporations requiring coordinated legal strategies across multiple jurisdictions. Firms
like Baker McKenzie and DLA Piper have capitalized on this demand by maintaining offices in
emerging markets, offering localized knowledge with global oversight.

Balancing Size with Profitability

While expanding headcount and geographic footprint is important, maintaining profitability remains
a critical challenge. Firms such as Kirkland & Ellis demonstrate that strategic focus on high-value
practice areas—like private equity and restructuring—can drive impressive revenue growth even as
they scale operations. Conversely, some firms with large attorney bases face pressure on profit
margins, necessitating efficiency improvements.

Comparative Metrics of the Largest Law Firms

To appreciate the scale of these legal institutions, consider the following comparative data:

Attorney Count: DLA Piper leads with approximately 4,200 lawyers, followed closely by
Baker McKenzie’s 4,000-plus attorneys.

Revenue: Kirkland & Ellis reported revenues exceeding $6 billion in recent fiscal years, a
testament to its high-value client base and transactional focus.



Global Offices: Baker McKenzie operates in over 75 offices worldwide, highlighting its
commitment to global accessibility.

Profit Per Partner: Kirkland & Ellis consistently ranks near the top, with profits per partner
often surpassing $5 million, reflecting efficient operations and lucrative practice areas.

Challenges Facing Mega-Firms

Despite their advantages, the largest law firms confront distinct challenges:

Cultural Integration: Managing a cohesive culture across thousands of attorneys and
multiple continents is complex.

Regulatory Compliance: Navigating different legal and regulatory systems requires constant
vigilance and adaptability.

Market Saturation: Increasing competition from boutique firms and alternative legal service
providers pressures traditional models.

The Future of the Largest Law Firms

Looking forward, the trajectory of the largest law firms in the world will likely be shaped by their
ability to innovate and respond to evolving client expectations. Artificial intelligence and legal
technology platforms promise to transform routine legal tasks, allowing firms to focus on strategic
counsel. Moreover, sustainability and diversity initiatives are becoming integral to maintaining
reputations and attracting top talent.

Firms that successfully blend global presence with specialized expertise and operational efficiency
will continue to dominate the legal landscape. As regulatory environments become more complex
and business needs more multifaceted, these legal giants must navigate a delicate balance between
expansion and maintaining high-quality client service.

In this evolving environment, the largest law firms serve as bellwethers for the entire legal industry,
setting standards in innovation, client engagement, and professional excellence. Their continued
growth and adaptation will undoubtedly influence the shape of global legal services for years to
come.
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  largest law firms in the world: Vault Guide to the Top Law Firms for General Commercial
Litigation, 2014 Edition VAULT,
  largest law firms in the world: Big Law in Latin America and Spain Manuel Gómez,
Rogelio Pérez-Perdomo, 2017-11-22 This book, part of the Stanford Law School research project on
the future of the legal profession, thoroughly examines the future of “big law,” defined as the large
and mid-size multiservice highly specialized law firms that provide sophisticated, complex and
generally costly legal work to multinationals, large and mid-size domestic corporations, and other
business clients. By systematically gathering, assessing, and analyzing the best available
quantitative and qualitative data on the first tier of the corporate legal services market of Latin
America and Spain, and interviewing a broadly representative sample of corporate legal officers, law
firm partners, and other stakeholders in each of the countries covered, this book provides a nuanced
perspective on changes in “big law” during the last two decades until the present. It also explores
the factors that are driving these changes, and the implications for the future of legal profession,
legal education and its relationship with the corporate sector and society in general.
  largest law firms in the world: Law Firm Development Geertje Tutschka, 2024-03-04 Due to
digitalization, the pandemic and several economic crises, as well as the new demands on the world
of work and the responsibility for sustainable business, the legal market and the ways lawyers work
are changing. Law firms are facing entirely new and more complex challenges than before. This
book provides answers to all questions related to law firm formation, law firm management,
employee leadership, and law firm marketing. It highlights all aspects of modern strategic law firm
development, including related business models such as legal tech. The clear and didactically
prepared structure with chapter breakdowns, working examples, expert statements and summaries
also facilitates selective reference to specific topics.
  largest law firms in the world: Vault Guide to the Top Law Firms for Real Estate Law
Nicole S. Weber, Vault (Firm), 2013 Features a ranking of the top law firms for real estate law and
includes detailed profiles of each of the law firms ranked in this practice area, as well as candid
reviews from current employees.
  largest law firms in the world: Legal Education in the Global Context Christopher Gane,
Robin Hui Huang, 2017-05-15 This book discusses the opportunities and challenges facing legal
education in the era of globalization. It identifies the knowledge and skills that law students will
require in order to prepare for the practice of tomorrow, and explores pedagogical shifts legal
education needs to make inside and outside of the classroom. With contributions from leading
experts on legal education from various jurisdictions across the globe, the work combines theoretical
depth with practical insights. Seeking to understand the changing landscape of legal education in
the era of globalization, the contributions find that law schools can, and must, adopt educational
strategies that at least present students with different understandings of what studying and
practicing law is meant to be about. They find that law schools need to offer their students choices, a
vision of practice that is not driven entirely by the demands of the marketplace or the needs of major
international law firms. Bridging the gap between theory and practice, this book makes a significant
contribution to the impact of globalization on legal education, and how students and law schools
need to adapt for the future. It will be of great interest to academics and students of comparative
legal studies and legal education, as well as policy-makers and practitioners.
  largest law firms in the world: Vault Guide to the Top Law Firms for Financial Services,
2014 Edition VAULT,
  largest law firms in the world: So You Want to Be a Lawyer? David Weisbrot, 2013-01-01 So
You Want to Be a Lawyer? is the first comprehensive Australian guide written for people who are
contemplating enrolling in a law degree, whether as an undergraduate or as a postgraduate - as well
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as for those who are already enrolled but wondering where their law degree may lead them. This
essential guide provides: The basic structures of the Australian legal professions, and the best
reasons for studying, or not studying, Law at university. The history and development of legal
education in Australia, including the modern trend towards clinical education and professional skills
development. A description of each of the 36 Australian university law schools, highlighting what
each institution offers and what it believes makes it unique. A checklist of the features, factors and
costs to be considered in making an informed decision about which law school to choose - including
information addressed to Indigenous students; women; LGBTI students; students with a disability;
and those from rural, remote and regional Australia. Insights into the life of a law student, including
survival strategies, study tips and getting the most out of student life. An original analysis of the
highly dynamic Australian legal professions, which are rapidly adapting to a new environment
prompted by competition, information and communications technology and globalisation. So You
Want to Be a Lawyer? provides all of the information any prospective law student will need to make
an informed and intelligent decision about the best place for them to study, what to study and where
it all might lead.
  largest law firms in the world: ABA Journal , 1997-07 The ABA Journal serves the legal
profession. Qualified recipients are lawyers and judges, law students, law librarians and associate
members of the American Bar Association.
  largest law firms in the world: Lawyers in 21st-Century Societies Richard L Abel, Ole
Hammerslev, Hilary Sommerlad, Ulrike Schultz, 2020-04-02 The world's legal professions have
undergone dramatic changes in the 30 years since publication of the landmark three-volume
Lawyers in Society, which launched comparative sociological studies of lawyers. This is the first of
two volumes in which scholars from a wide range of disciplines, countries and cultures document
and analyse those changes. The present volume presents reports on 46 countries, with broad
coverage of North America, Western Europe, Latin America, Asia, Australia, North Africa and the
Middle East, sub-Saharan Africa, and former communist countries. These national reports address:
the impact of globalisation and neoliberalism on national legal professions (the relationship of
lawyers and their professional associations to the state and tensions between state and citizenship);
changes in lawyer demography (rapidly growing numbers and the profession's efforts to retain
control, the entry of women and obstacles to full gender equality, ethnic diversity); legal education
(the proliferation of institutions and pedagogic innovation); the regulation of lawyers; structures of
production (especially the growth of large firms and the impact of technology and
paraprofessionals); the distribution of lawyers across roles; and access to justice (state-funded legal
aid and pro-bono services). The juxtaposition of the reports reveals the dramatic transformations of
professional rationales, labour markets, and working practices and the multiple contingencies of the
role of lawyers in societies experiencing increasing juridification within a new geopolitical order.
  largest law firms in the world: Comparative Law and Society David Scott Clark, 2012-01-01
Comparative Law and Society, part of the Research Handbooks in Comparative Law series, is a
pioneering volume that comprises 19 original essays written by expert authors from across the
world. This innovative handbook offers both a history of the field of comparative law and society and
a thorough exploration of its methods, disciplines, and major issues, presenting the most
comprehensive look into this contemporary field to date. In Part I, Methods and Disciplines,
contributors approach critical issues in comparative law and society from a variety of academic
fields, including sociology, criminology, anthropology, economics, political science, and psychology.
This multidisciplinary approach highlights the importance of addressing the variance of perspectives
inherent to the field. In Part II, Core Issues, chapters offer an exploration of major legal institutions,
processes, professionals, and cultures associated with particular legal subjects. Since authors utilize
the perspective of at least two different legal systems, this book offers a truly thorough and
wide-ranging focus. the general reader, as well as students and scholars, will find this handbook
useful in their continuing explorations into the interaction between law and society. Practitioners
such as lawyers and judges with an interest in global perspectives of law will also find much to



admire in this innovative volume.
  largest law firms in the world: Law and Society Matthew Lippman, 2020-08-07 Law and
Society offers a contemporary overview of the structure and function of legal institutions, along with
a lively discussion of criminal and civil law and their impact on society. Author Matthew Lippman
draws on insights from over thirty years of teaching to develop an interdisciplinary approach that
introduces students to both the influence of law on society and the influence of society on the law.
Distinctive coverage of diversity, inequality, civil liberties, and globalism provides an incisive look at
the intersection of theory and practice. The highly anticipated Third Edition includes updated
discussions of issues facing today’s society, including inequality, international human rights, privacy
and surveillance, and social control. Included with this title: The password-protected Instructor
Resource Site (formally known as SAGE Edge) offers access to all text-specific resources, including a
test bank and editable, chapter-specific PowerPoint® slides.
  largest law firms in the world: Jews and the Law Ari Mermelstein, Victoria Saker Woeste,
Ethan Zadoff, Marc Galanter, 2014-06-10 Jews are a people of law, and law defines who the Jewish
people are and what they believe. This anthology engages with the growing complexity of what it is
to be Jewish — and, more problematically, what it means to be at once Jewish and participate in
secular legal systems as lawyers, judges, legal thinkers, civil rights advocates, and teachers. The
essays in this book trace the history and chart the sociology of the Jewish legal profession over time,
revealing new stories and dimensions of this significant aspect of the American Jewish experience
and at the same time exploring the impact of Jewish lawyers and law firms on American legal
practice. “This superb collection reveals what an older focus on assimilation obscured. Jewish
lawyers wanted to ‘make it,’ but they also wanted to make law and the legal profession different and
better. These fascinating essays show how, despite considerable obstacles, they succeeded.” —
Daniel R. Ernst Professor of Law, Georgetown University Law Center Author of Tocqueville’s
Nightmare: The Administrative State Emerges in America, 1900-1940 “This fascinating collection of
essays by distinguished scholars illuminates the distinctive and intricate relationship between Jews
and law. Exploring the various roles of Jewish lawyers in the United States, Germany, and Israel,
they reveal how the practice of law has variously expressed, reinforced, or muted Jewish identity as
lawyers demonstrated their commitments to the public interest, social justice, Jewish tradition, or
personal ambition. Any student of law, lawyers, or Jewish values will be engaged by the questions
asked and answered.” — Jerold S. Auerbach Professor Emeritus of History, Wellesley College Author
of Unequal Justice and Rabbis and Lawyers
  largest law firms in the world: The Judicial Tug of War Adam Bonica, Maya Sen, 2021
Presents a novel theory explaining how and why politicians and lawyers politicise courts.
  largest law firms in the world: Global Pro Bono Scott L. Cummings, Fabio de Sa e Silva,
Louise G. Trubek, 2022-04-07 The principle and practice of pro bono, or volunteer legal services for
the poor and other marginalized groups, is an increasingly important feature of justice systems
around the world. Pro bono initiatives now exist in more than eighty countries – including Colombia,
Portugal, Nigeria, and Singapore – and the list keeps growing. Covering the spread of pro bono
across five continents, this book provides a unique data set permitting the first-ever comparative
analysis of pro bono's growing role in the access to justice movement. The contributors are leading
experts from around the world, whose chapters examine both the internal roots of and global
influences on pro bono in transnational context. Global Pro Bono explores the dramatically
expanding geographical and political reach of pro bono: documenting its essential contribution to
bringing more justice to those on the margins, while underscoring its complex and contested
meaning in different parts of the world.
  largest law firms in the world: Corporate Lawyers and Corporate Governance Joan
Loughrey, 2011-06-02 This assessment of the corporate governance role of corporate lawyers in the
UK analyses the extent to which lawyers can and should act as gatekeepers, counsellors and
reputational intermediaries. Focusing on external and in-house lawyers' roles in both dispersed
share-ownership and owner-managed companies, Joan Loughrey highlights the conflicts of interest



that are endemic in corporate representation and examines how lawyers should respond when
corporate agents provide instructions contrary to the company client's interests. She also considers
the legitimacy of 'creative compliance', the ethical arguments for and against lawyers prioritising
the public interest over their clients' interests, and their exposure to liability if they fail to perform a
corporate governance role. Finally, she considers whether the reforms to the legal profession will
promote the lawyer's corporate governance role and advances suggestions for reform.
  largest law firms in the world: Encyclopedia of Law and Society David S. Clark, 2007-07-10
This work will be very valuable for academic and public libraries supporting prelaw, law, social, and
cultural studies. Summing Up: Highly recommended. Upper-level undergraduates through
professionals/practitioners; general readers. —CHOICE There are two aspects of scholarship about
the legal systems of our day that are especially salient—one being for the first time there is a fair
amount of genuine research on legal systems, and two, that this research is increasingly global. As
soon as you cross a jurisdictional line, even if it separates countries that are very similar, you enter a
different legal system. It cannot be assumed that any particular rule, doctrine, or practice is the
same in any two jurisdictions, regardless of how close these jurisdictions are, in terms of history and
tradition. The Encyclopedia of Law and Society is the largest comprehensive and international
treatment of the law and society field. With an Advisory Board of 62 members from 20 countries and
six continents, the three volumes of this state-of-the-art resource represent interdisciplinary
perspectives on law from sociology, criminology, cultural anthropology, political science, social
psychology, and economics. By globalizing the Encyclopedia′s coverage, American and international
law and society will be better understood within its historical and comparative context. Key
Features: Includes more than 700 biographical entries that are historical, comparative, topical,
thematic, and methodological Presents the rich diversity of European, Latin American, Asian,
African, and Australasian developments for the first time in one place to reveal the truly holistic,
interdisciplinary virtues of law and society Examines how and why legal systems grow and change,
how and why they respond (or fail to respond) to their environment, how and why they impact the
life of society, and how and why the life of society impacts in turn these legal systems With borders
more porous than ever before, this Encyclopedia reflects the paradoxical reality of modern life,
including legal life. This valuable resource aims to present research, along with the theories on
which it is grounded, fairly and comprehensively and is a must-have for all academic libraries.
  largest law firms in the world: Vault Guide to the Top Washington DC Law Firms ,
2007-05-15 There is no more exciting place to be as an attorney than the nation's capital. The Guide
is focused entirely on major law firms with large offices in Washington, DC and covers more than 40
firms. Based on surveys and interviews of attorneys at each firm. Thousands of lawyers provide
in-depth coverage of prestige, compensation, perks, corporate culture, and other legal lifestyle
issues.
  largest law firms in the world: The Philadelphia Lawyer Robert R. Bell, 1992 One focus of
this book is to look at the interrelationship between the old Philadelphia upper class and the legal
profession. The upper class refers to a group of old Philadelphia families whose members are
descendants of financially successful individuals. Through their families, those men have had the
means to enter, train in, and practice law. While over the two centuries covered here the percentage
of upper class lawyers decreased, their influence for many years continued to surpass their
numbers. In 1944, about 10 percent of all lawyers were listed in the Social Register. In the eight
largest law firms in the city they accounted for 37 percent of the partners and 23 percent of the
associates. But by 1990, their influence was waning: they represented only about two percent of all
lawyers in the city. Moreover, in the eight largest law firms in the city, 12 percent of the partners
were in the Social Register, but only one percent of the associates. Indeed, with the twenty-first
century approaching, the old upper class was - and is - becoming increasingly irrelevant to
Philadelphia law. In each chapter, an examination is made of the emerging American legal system
and the training and practice of law in a given historical period. Before the Revolution most
American law was British law. After the Revolution there were often bitter struggles over the



continued use of British common law. Rapidly the British common law was modified, giving way to
American common law - and that was the major focus of law up until the Civil War. Following the
Civil War and well into the twentieth century the major thrust of law was related to business and
industry, especially corporations. By the 1930s there was an increasing focus on Federal
Commissions and statute law. Over the decades the training of lawyers underwent change. Until the
twentieth century, most lawyers were trained in law offices, and it was only slowly that law schools
became the accepted means of legal training. For most of American history, the lawyer practiced
alone and often appeared as an advocate in court where his forensic skills were highly valued. For
the various historical eras, this study attempts to show how the Philadelphia lawyer lived, some of
his values, how he learned the law, and how he practiced it. Anecdotal material is used to illustrate
these points whenever possible. Forty-two Philadelphia lawyers were interviewed who, for the most
part, had first entered the bar in the 1920s and 1930s. Six modern-day Philadelphia lawyers were
interviewed at length, and their insights are presented in the epilogue. Following each chapter there
is a profile of a Philadelphia lawyer contemporary to the period discussed. Most of the profiles are of
men who, considered outstanding lawyers in their own time, have come to be regarded as
outstanding in the history of Philadelphia law.
  largest law firms in the world: BoogarLists | Directory of Business Law Firms ,
  largest law firms in the world: Large Law Firm Technology Survey , 1998
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