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Example of Parallel Structure in Literature: Enhancing Rhythm and Clarity

Example of parallel structure in literature often serves as a powerful tool that writers use to
create rhythm, balance, and clarity in their sentences. Parallel structure, sometimes called
parallelism, involves using the same pattern of words, phrases, or clauses within a sentence or
passage. This technique not only makes writing more engaging but also helps emphasize ideas and
improve readability. If you've ever been captivated by the flowing cadence of a well-crafted sentence,
chances are parallel structure played a role. Let’s dive into what makes parallelism so effective in
literature and explore some memorable examples that highlight its importance.

Understanding Parallel Structure: The Basics

At its core, parallel structure means maintaining consistency in grammatical forms within a sentence.
When elements are parallel, they mirror each other in construction, whether they’re verbs, nouns,
phrases, or clauses. This balance allows readers to process information smoothly and gives writing a
pleasing symmetry.

For example, consider the sentence:

- “She likes hiking, swimming, and biking.”

Each activity is presented as a gerund (-ing form), creating a parallel list. If it were written as “She
likes hiking, to swim, and biking,” the inconsistency would jar the reader and weaken the flow.

Why Writers Use Parallelism

Parallel structure is not just about aesthetics; it serves several functional purposes in literature and
writing:

- **Enhancing clarity:** When similar ideas are expressed in a uniform way, it reduces confusion.
Readers easily grasp the relationships between concepts.

- **Building rhythm and momentum:** Parallel phrases can create a musical quality to prose or
poetry, making the text memorable.

- *Emphasizing ideas:** Repetition of structure draws attention to key themes or comparisons.

- *Adding persuasion:** In speeches or persuasive writing, parallelism strengthens arguments by
reinforcing points through repetition and balance.

Examples of Parallel Structure in Literature

Literature is filled with brilliant examples of parallel structure, from classic poetry to modern prose.
Below are some iconic instances that showcase how parallelism enriches writing.



Charles Dickens’ “A Tale of Two Cities”

One of the most famous uses of parallel structure comes from the opening lines of *A Tale of Two
Cities*:

> “It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of
foolishness...”

Here, Dickens uses a series of contrasting phrases, all beginning with “it was the,” to emphasize the
paradoxical nature of the era. The repetition and symmetry heighten the dramatic effect and draw
readers in immediately.

Martin Luther King Jr.’s “l Have a Dream” Speech

In persuasive

Frequently Asked Questions

What is an example of parallel structure in literature?

An example of parallel structure in literature is Charles Dickens' sentence from 'A Tale of Two Cities":
"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of
foolishness." The repeated structure emphasizes contrasting ideas.

Why is parallel structure important in literary writing?

Parallel structure is important because it creates rhythm, balance, and clarity in writing, making
sentences easier to read and more memorable.

Can you give a famous example of parallel structure from
Shakespeare?

Yes, in Shakespeare's 'Julius Caesar,' Mark Antony's speech uses parallel structure: "l came, | saw, |
conquered." This repetition emphasizes his swift victory.

How does parallel structure enhance the impact of literary
works?

Parallel structure enhances impact by reinforcing ideas, creating emphasis, and improving the flow of
sentences, which engages readers and adds persuasive power.

What is a parallel structure example in poetry?

In Robert Frost's 'Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening,' the repeated phrase "And miles to go



before | sleep, And miles to go before | sleep" demonstrates parallel structure for emphasis.

Is parallel structure only used in prose or also in poetry?

Parallel structure is used in both prose and poetry to provide rhythm, balance, and emphasis in
literary works.

How can parallel structure be identified in a sentence?

Parallel structure can be identified by looking for repeated grammatical patterns, such as a series of
verbs, phrases, or clauses that have the same form.

What effect does parallelism have on the reader's experience?

Parallelism creates a sense of harmony and rhythm, making the text more enjoyable and easier to
follow, which helps the reader retain information.

Can you provide an example of faulty parallelism in literature?

A faulty parallelism example is: "She likes dancing, to swim, and biking." The correct parallel form
would be: "She likes dancing, swimming, and biking." Faulty parallelism disrupts the flow and clarity.

Which literary devices often work alongside parallel
structure?

Literary devices like repetition, antithesis, and anaphora often work alongside parallel structure to
enhance the expressive power and rhythm of the text.

Additional Resources

Example of Parallel Structure in Literature: An Analytical Exploration

example of parallel structure in literature serves as a cornerstone of effective writing, enriching
texts with rhythm, clarity, and persuasive force. Parallel structure, also known as parallelism, refers to
the repetition of grammatical elements within a sentence or across multiple sentences, creating a
balanced and harmonious flow. This stylistic device is prevalent in literature, from classical poetry to
modern prose, and plays a crucial role in shaping readers’ engagement and interpretation. By
examining notable examples of parallel structure in literature, we can uncover how this technique
amplifies meaning, emphasizes themes, and enhances the aesthetic quality of written works.

Understanding Parallel Structure and Its Literary
Significance

At its core, parallel structure involves the use of consistent grammatical forms—such as matching
verb tenses, noun phrases, or clauses—in a sequence to create uniformity. For instance, a phrase like



“She likes reading, writing, and jogging” demonstrates parallelism through the repeated gerund
forms. In literature, parallelism goes beyond mere grammar; it becomes a tool for authors to
underscore contrasts, build momentum, and embed rhythm into their narratives or verses. Its
presence is often subtle yet impactful, lending cohesion to complex ideas and elevating the artfulness
of prose or poetry.

The importance of parallelism in literature is multifaceted. It not only clarifies complex sentences but
also aids memorability, which is particularly beneficial in oral traditions and poetry. Furthermore,
parallel structure can intensify emotional resonance by reinforcing key concepts or motifs.
Recognizing examples of parallel structure in literature provides insight into an author’s stylistic
choices and deepens appreciation of textual craftsmanship.

Classic Examples of Parallel Structure in Literature

Charles Dickens’ “A Tale of Two Cities”

One of the most iconic instances of parallel structure in literature appears in the opening lines of
Charles Dickens’ *A Tale of Two Cities*:

“It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it was the age of
foolishness...”

This sentence employs anaphoric parallelism—the repetition of “it was” followed by contrasting
phrases—to underscore the paradoxical nature of the historical
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example of parallel structure in literature: Teaching Literature in the World Language
Classroom Kelly Comfort, Abigail Scharf, 2025-05-07 Teaching Literature in the World Language
Classroom presents a five-stage methodology for teaching literature in language curriculum that
repurposes Bloom'’s original and revised taxonomy to promote the language acquisition process and
spark other types of learning. The first step of text selection, preparation, and initiation asks
students to: recognize familiar words, structures, and concepts; contextualize the reading; and
remember the main details of the text. The second stage of beginning literary analysis gets
target-language learners to describe, identify, and understand the basic elements of plot, character,
setting, and narration. The third phase of intermediate literary analysis prompts students to
interpret, analyze, and examine major themes, key passages, and the overall commentary. The
fourth step of advanced literary analysis teaches students to synthesize multiple and conflicting
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interpretations, compare assigned texts across units or themes, and evaluate works through essay
writing. The fifth stage of reflective and creative engagement challenges students to relate the
assigned texts to themselves through personal and intercultural reflection, create new artistic
works, and produce unique texts in the target language. The concluding chapter showcases all five
stages of the methodology by applying them to a sample text, thereby inviting world language
educators to assess the potential usefulness of Comfort and Scharf’s approach to their own language
courses. This is an ideal resource for world language educators teaching literature as well as
undergraduate and graduate education students focusing on target-language literature instruction
and its role in the language acquisition process.

example of parallel structure in literature: Lukan Theology in the Light of the Gospel's
Literary Structure Douglas S. McComiskey, 2007-01-01 Numerous scholars have noted various
elements of literary structure in the Gospel of Luke, many of them patterned, such as chiasm.
Several of these scholars have rigorously explored the significance of such structure. A common
conclusion is that if Luke is consistent with other ancient writers, then the observation of some
elements of patterned structure, e.g., what has already been discovered in the Gospel, suggests that
there is probably considerably more. This book offers a comprehensive literary structure for the
Gospel of Luke, thoroughly and critically evaluates it, and ultimately focuses on theology that may be
derived from this structure. As groundwork, the Introduction provides rigorous tests for assessing
the intentionality behind proposals of parallelism. The first chapter then employs the tests in an
evaluation of Robert C. Tannehill's work on Luke-Acts, which is representative of studies on
correspondences that are not strictly structural in nature. His contribution enables us to grasp how
Luke encourages the reader to read passages in the light of other passages within the Gospel and,
accordingly, provides an interpretive aid for our study. The second chapter applies the tests to the
Lukan correspondences suggested by Charles H. Talbert, which are inherently structural. His
analysis of Luke-Acts and other Greco-Roman literature provides a strong theoretical foundation for
our own proposal. Chapter three surveys OT, Greco-Roman, and NT texts that bear a similar
patterned structure to what we discover in Luke. The structure of Luke is presented and carefully
evaluated in chapter four, and the theological implications of that structure are developed in chapter
five, shedding much fresh light on Lukan theology.

example of parallel structure in literature: Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans Lauren
Davis, 2014-05-22 Schools nationwide are transitioning to the Common Core--our advice to you: Be
prepared, but don't go it alone! Our new book, Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans: Ready-to-Use
Resources, 9-12, shows you that teaching the Common Core State Standards in high school doesn't
have to be intimidating! This easy-to-use guide meets the particular needs of high school teachers. It
provides model lesson plans for teaching the standards in reading, writing, speaking/listening, and
language. Get engaging lesson plans that are grade-appropriate for teens, easy to implement, and
include ready-to-use reproducible handouts, assessments, resources, and ideas to help you modify
the lesson for both struggling and advanced learners. Our Common Core Literacy Lesson Plans are
equally effective for both English and content-area teachers—the plans are designed to fit
seamlessly into your high school curriculum. You get practical tips for revamping your existing
lessons to meet the standards. High school students learn how to answer text-based questions, read
informational texts, conduct research, write arguments, and improve their speaking and listening
skills. We take the guesswork out of Common Core lesson plans with this practical, easy-to-use
guide. All lesson plans are grade-appropriate, but every lesson plan includes... Common Core State
Standards covered in the lesson Overview of objectives and focus of the lesson Background
knowledge required and time required A detailed, step-by-step agenda for the lesson, plus a
materials list Differentiation ideas to adapt the lesson for different kinds of learners Assessment
ideas, including rubrics and scoring guides A place for your notes: what worked; what can improve
Bonus! We show you how to extend the lessons into longer units to suit your particular grade's
curriculum, and even help you create more of your own lessons!

example of parallel structure in literature: Both Here and There Dennis Chadwick,



2018-05-30 Chadwick moves the talk about concentric parallelism (chiasm) in biblical prose out of
academia and into the pastor's study. The author displaces reasons why we shouldn't with ways we
can confirm and interpret large concentric structures in scripture. Chadwick methodically unpacks
the Galilee-to-Jerusalem travel narrative in Luke and brings to light three other lengthy concentric
structures in the Third Gospel. He helps pastor-exegetes apply a productive hermeneutic that can
lead to theologically rich preaching and teaching from Luke's Gospel. Any experienced Bible student
will find Both Here and There fresh and fruitful.

example of parallel structure in literature: Princeton Review AP English Literature &
Composition Prep, 2023 The Princeton Review, 2022-08-02 Make sure you're studying with the
most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP
English Literature & Composition Prep, 24th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517116, on-sale August 2023).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product.

example of parallel structure in literature: Cracking the AP English Literature &
Composition Exam, 2019 Edition The Princeton Review, 2018-11-13 EVERYTHING YOU NEED
TO HELP SCORE A PERFECT 5. Ace the AP English Literature Exam with The Princeton Review's
comprehensive study guide—including 2 full-length practice tests, thorough content reviews,
targeted strategies for every section, and access to online extras. Techniques That Actually Work.
Tried-and-true strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test ¢ Tips for pacing yourself and
guessing logically ¢ Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need to
Know to Help Achieve a High Score. « Comprehensive review of all test topics * Up-to-date
information on the 2019 AP English Literature & Composition Exam ¢ Engaging activities to help
you critically assess your progress ¢ Access to online study plans, a handy list of key equations,
helpful pre-college information, and more Practice Your Way to Excellence. ¢ 2 full-length practice
tests with detailed answer explanations ¢ Practice drills for poetry and prose passages * Sample
essays with tips to help you effectively plan and organize your own writing on the day of the exam
Written by Princeton Review experts who know their way around an essay, Cracking the AP English
Literature & Composition Exam will give you the tools you need for the score you want.

example of parallel structure in literature: Cracking the AP English Literature &
Composition Exam, 2020 Edition The Princeton Review, 2020-01-28 Make sure you're studying
with the most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, Princeton Review
AP English Literature & Composition Prep, 2021 (ISBN: 9780525569534, on-sale August 2020).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product.

example of parallel structure in literature: Princeton Review AP English Literature &
Composition Prep, 2022 The Princeton Review, 2021-08-03 Make sure you're studying with the
most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review AP
English Literature & Composition Prep, 2023 (ISBN: 9780593450772, on-sale August 2022).
Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by the publisher
for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials included with the
original product.

example of parallel structure in literature: Concise Handbook of Literary and
Rhetorical Terms Michael S. Mills, 2010

example of parallel structure in literature: Princeton Review AP English Literature &
Composition Prep, 24th Edition The Princeton Review, 2023-09-26 Make sure you're studying with
the most up-to-date prep materials! Look for the newest edition of this title, The Princeton Review
AP English Literature & Composition Premium Prep, 25th Edition (ISBN: 9780593517635, on-sale
August 2024). Publisher's Note: Products purchased from third-party sellers are not guaranteed by
the publisher for quality or authenticity, and may not include access to online tests or materials




included with the original product.

example of parallel structure in literature: A New Literary History of Modern China
David Der-wei Wang, 2017-05-22 Featuring over 140 Chinese and non-Chinese contributors, this
landmark volume, edited by David Der-wei Wang, explores unconventional forms as well as
traditional genres, emphasizes Chinese authors’ influence on foreign writers as well as China’s
receptivity to outside literary influences, and offers vibrant contrasting voices and points of view.

example of parallel structure in literature: Cracking the AP English Literature and
Composition Exam, 2018 Edition Princeton Review (Firm), 2017-08 Provides test-taking strategies,
subject review, review of important literary movements, glossary of key terms, and two full-length
practice tests.

example of parallel structure in literature: Cracking the AP English Literature &
Composition Exam, 2015 Edition Princeton Review, 2014-10-14 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
SCORE A PERFECT 5. Equip yourself to ace the AP English Literature & Composition Exam with
The Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide—including thorough content reviews, targeted
strategies for every question type, and 2 full-length practice tests with complete answer
explanations. We don't have to tell you how tough the AP English Lit exam is—or how important a
stellar score on it can be to your chances of getting into a top college of your choice. Written by
Princeton Review experts who know their way around stats, Cracking the AP English Literature &
Composition Exam will give you: Everything You Need to Know for a High Score. « Comprehensive
content review for all test topics ¢ Up-to-date information on the 2015 AP English Literature &
Composition Exam * Engaging activities to help you critically assess your progress Practice Your
Way to Perfection. ¢ 2 full-length practice tests with detailed answer explanations ¢ Practice drills in
each content review chapter * Sample prose, poetry, and open essays to help you plan and organize
your own writing effectively on the day of the exam Techniques That Actually Work. ¢ Tried-and-true
strategies to avoid traps and beat the test ¢ Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically ¢
Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder

example of parallel structure in literature: Cracking the AP English Literature &
Composition Exam, 2017 Edition Princeton Review, 2016-10-04 EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO
HELP SCORE A PERFECT 5. Equip yourself to ace the AP English Literature Exam with The
Princeton Review's comprehensive study guide—including 2 full-length practice tests, thorough
content reviews, access to our AP Connect online portal, and targeted strategies for every section of
the exam. This eBook edition is optimized for on-screen viewing with cross-linked questions,
answers, and explanations. We don't have to tell you how tough the AP English Lit Exam is—or how
important a stellar score on it can be to your chances of getting into a top college of your choice.
Written by Princeton Review experts who know their way around an essay, Cracking the AP English
Literature & Composition Exam will give you: Techniques That Actually Work. ¢ Tried-and-true
strategies to help you avoid traps and beat the test ¢ Tips for pacing yourself and guessing logically
* Essential tactics to help you work smarter, not harder Everything You Need to Know to Help
Achieve a High Score. * Comprehensive review of key literary devices and concepts ¢ Up-to-date
information on the 2017 AP English Literature & Composition Exam ¢ Engaging activities to help
you critically assess your progress ¢ Access to AP Connect, our online portal for helpful pre-college
information and exam updates Practice Your Way to Excellence. ¢ 2 full-length practice tests with
detailed answer explanations and scoring worksheets ¢ Practice drills for poetry and prose passages
» Sample essays with tips to help you effectively plan and organize your own writing on the day of
the exam

example of parallel structure in literature: Teaching Literature to Adolescents Richard
Beach, Deborah Appleman, Bob Fecho, Rob Simon, 2016-03-10 This popular textbook introduces
prospective and practicing English teachers to current methods of teaching literature in middle and
high school classrooms. It underscores the value of providing students with a range of different
critical approaches and tools for interpreting texts and the need to organize literature instruction
around topics and issues of interest to them. Throughout the textbook, readers are encouraged to




raise and explore inquiry-based questions in response to authentic dilemmas and issues they face in
the critical literature classroom. New in this edition, the text shows how these approaches to
fostering responses to literature also work as rich tools to address the Common Core English
Language Arts Standards. Each chapter is organized around specific questions that English
educators often hear in working with pre-service teachers. Suggested pedagogical methods are
modelled by inviting readers to interact with the book through critical-inquiry methods for
responding to texts. Readers are engaged in considering authentic dilemmas and issues facing
literature teachers through inquiry-based responses to authentic case narratives. A Companion
Website [http://teachingliterature.pbworks.com] provides resources and enrichment activities,
inviting teachers to consider important issues in the context of their current or future classrooms.
example of parallel structure in literature: Structuring the Thesis David Kember, Michael
Corbett, 2018-07-23 The book is a collective investigation of the structuring of theses in education,
the social sciences and other disciplines that commonly do not follow the standard procedures of the
scientific method. To help research students design a structure for their own thesis and liberate
their investigations from the constraints associated with the use of the conventional structure, it
explains how the structures adopted were designed to suit the topic, methodology and paradigm. It
also provides a wide range of examples to draw upon, which suit a broad spectrum of theory,
methodological approaches, research methods and paradigms. Additionally, by analyzing the
methodologies and paradigms, and reviewing the methodological and paradigmatic spectrum, it
offers a significant contribution to the way research is conceptualized. The book addresses a number
of key questions faced by students, supervisors and examiners: *Why do examiners often find it
difficult to read work in non-scientific disciplines when theses are structured in accordance with the
conventional scientific method? *Why do students in non-scientific disciplines struggle to write up
the outcomes of their research in the conventional structure? *What alternative thesis structures
can be devised to better suit the wide range of methods? *Which theories and paradigms are
commonly followed in education and the social sciences and how do these perspectives influence the
research process? *What methods, theories and paradigms are commonly adopted by education and
social science students and what problems do these pose when students write their theses?
example of parallel structure in literature: Literature and Primary Sources Tom Bober,
Rebecca Newland, 2024-01-25 Enrich student engagement and deepen learning with this guide to
foolproof techniques and strategies to integrate primary sources and literature to benefit learners
from kindergarten through high school. Readers of all ages experience literature in a different light
when historical context is provided via primary sources. Literature, meanwhile, helps learners to
uncover additional layers of meaning inherent in primary sources. Guided by best practices
developed by the authors over years of working with both students and teachers, this book speaks to
the countless opportunities for instructors to integrate related primary sources with the literature
that students read in school classrooms-from historical fiction and poetry to graphic novels.
example of parallel structure in literature: A History of Chinese Literature Zhang Longxi,
2022-11-04 Zhang Longxi, an internationally renowned scholar of Chinese and comparative
literature, is your guide to the three-millennia-long history of Chinese literature from the remote
antiquity of oracle bones to contemporary works. Professor Zhang charts the development of the
major literary forms in Chinese, including poetry, prose, song lyrics, and plays, and introduces the
most famous poets and writers and their representative texts. Taking a period-based approach
through the major dynasties, he places these forms, texts, and authors within their historical
contexts and tells the fascinating story of Chinese literature with copious examples in English
translation. He writes in a clear and accessible style and assumes no prior knowledge of Chinese
history or Chinese literature. This book is an ideal introduction for students and the general readers
who want to get a broad but thorough overview of Chinese literature in all its richness and diversity.
example of parallel structure in literature: An Analytical Approach to English Language
Suma Pothuvaal, 2025-01-03 An Analytical Approach to English Language guides you in mastering
English through a structured linguistic approach. This book introduces key linguistic concepts and



the fundamentals of modern English grammar in a clear and accessible manner. We break down
each concept into smaller, easily understandable sub-concepts, enabling you to grasp the core
principles effectively. Our book also explores how cultural differences can influence language and
lead to misunderstandings, offering linguistic strategies to overcome these challenges. You'll find
numerous examples illustrating each concept, helping you gain a deeper understanding. Each
chapter includes summaries and exercises to reinforce your learning and test your knowledge.

example of parallel structure in literature: The Wisdom-literature of the Old Testament
William Theophilus Davison, 1904
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