
myth of the twentieth century
Myth of the Twentieth Century: Understanding Its Origins and Impact

myth of the twentieth century is a phrase that carries with it a complex web of historical, cultural,
and ideological meanings. It refers not only to specific narratives that shaped the political and social
landscapes of the 1900s but also to broader misconceptions and constructed myths that influenced
public consciousness throughout that turbulent era. To truly grasp the essence of the myth of the
twentieth century, we need to explore its roots, how it manifested in various societies, and the lasting
effects it has had on modern thought.

What Is the Myth of the Twentieth Century?

At its core, the myth of the twentieth century involves the blending of ideology, propaganda, and
historical reinterpretation to create powerful narratives that justified political agendas or social
movements. One of the most notable uses of this phrase comes from the infamous book "Myth of the
Twentieth Century" by Alfred Rosenberg, a prominent Nazi ideologue. However, beyond its
association with Nazi ideology, the term can also be understood more broadly as the set of grand
stories or "myths" that defined the century’s worldview, from nationalism to the promises and perils
of technological progress.

These myths often served as tools for shaping collective identity or legitimizing power. For example,
the myth of racial superiority was propagated by totalitarian regimes, while myths about progress and
modernity fueled both optimism and fear in post-industrial societies. Understanding these narratives
helps us see how myths influence not only history but the way societies remember and interpret their
past.

The Role of Ideology and Propaganda

Alfred Rosenberg and the Nazi Interpretation

When many hear "myth of the twentieth century," the first association is with Alfred Rosenberg’s
1930 book, which sought to provide a pseudo-historical justification for Nazi racial theories.
Rosenberg's work was an attempt to construct a grand myth that would explain and legitimize the
Nazi worldview, emphasizing ideas of Aryan supremacy and anti-Semitism.

This myth was not just a theoretical exercise but a dangerous blueprint that fueled some of the most
devastating atrocities in human history. It shows how myths, when weaponized, can have
catastrophic consequences. Rosenberg’s myth aimed to rewrite history, culture, and science to fit a
narrow and hateful ideology.



Propaganda’s Power in Shaping Public Perception

Beyond Nazi Germany, the twentieth century was rife with propaganda that created and sustained
myths on both sides of various conflicts. From Soviet portrayals of communist utopia to Western
narratives about freedom and democracy, propaganda was central to shaping public opinion. These
myths often oversimplified complex realities, presenting binary choices between good and evil,
progress and backwardness.

Governments and media outlets used myths to rally support during wars, justify colonialism, or
promote economic systems. The myth of the twentieth century, therefore, includes a broad spectrum
of stories that influenced millions.

Myth and Modernity: The Twentieth Century’s
Narrative

The twentieth century was a time of unparalleled change—technological breakthroughs, global
conflicts, social revolutions—all of which contributed to the myths people created to make sense of
their rapidly changing world.

The Myth of Progress

One pervasive myth during this era was the belief in inevitable progress. Fueled by innovations like
the automobile, airplane, and later, space exploration, many believed that humanity was on an
unstoppable trajectory toward a better future. This optimistic narrative shaped policies, cultural
attitudes, and individual aspirations.

However, the century also exposed the limits of this myth. Two world wars, economic depressions,
and the threat of nuclear annihilation challenged the idea that progress was linear or universally
beneficial. The myth of progress became more nuanced, recognizing both the potentials and dangers
of modernity.

Nationalism and Identity Myths

Another significant aspect of the myth of the twentieth century was the construction of national
identities through mythologized histories. Nations often crafted stories of heroic origins, shared
struggles, and unique destinies to foster unity and pride.

While these myths could unite, they also had the potential to exclude and marginalize minority groups
or justify aggression. The century saw both the rise of fierce nationalism and the tragic consequences
of ethnic conflicts, many rooted in these powerful myths of identity.



Why Understanding These Myths Matters Today

In today’s world, echoes of the myth of the twentieth century remain relevant. Recognizing how
myths have shaped historical events and social attitudes can help us critically evaluate information
and resist manipulation.

Lessons for Media Literacy

The twentieth century teaches us the importance of media literacy—being able to discern fact from
fiction, propaganda from truth. As digital media accelerates information spread, understanding the
mechanics of myth-making helps in navigating today’s complex media landscape.

Preventing the Repetition of Dangerous Myths

By studying the myth of the twentieth century, particularly its darker chapters, we gain insight into
how dangerous ideologies can take hold. This awareness is vital in preventing the resurgence of
divisive and harmful myths that threaten social cohesion and peace.

Exploring Myths Through a Historical Lens

Historians often approach the myth of the twentieth century by deconstructing these narratives,
differentiating between myth and reality. This involves rigorous analysis of primary sources, cultural
products, and political documents to understand how myths were constructed and perpetuated.

Myth vs. History

One key challenge is separating myth from historical fact. Myths tend to simplify events, creating
memorable stories but often at the expense of accuracy. History, on the other hand, embraces
complexity and ambiguity.

For example, the myth of the "clean war" or the idea that certain conflicts were fought purely for
noble causes often overlooks the messy realities of politics, economics, and human error.

The Role of Literature and Art

Literature, film, and art have played crucial roles in both creating and challenging myths of the
twentieth century. Propaganda posters, war novels, and films often reflect and reinforce dominant
myths, but they can also serve as tools for critique and reflection.

Understanding these cultural expressions enriches our grasp of how myths function and evolve.



How to Approach the Myth of the Twentieth Century in
Your Studies or Interests

If you’re intrigued by the myth of the twentieth century—whether from a historical, literary, or
sociological perspective—here are some tips to deepen your understanding:

Dive into primary sources: Reading original documents, speeches, and firsthand accounts
helps you see how myths were constructed.

Compare multiple perspectives: Look at narratives from various countries and groups to
understand the diversity of myths.

Engage with critical analyses: Scholars often uncover the underlying motives and contexts
behind myths, offering valuable insights.

Explore cultural artifacts: Films, literature, and art provide rich material for understanding
how myths permeate society.

Reflect on modern parallels: Consider how myths of the twentieth century influence today’s
political and social narratives.

Exploring the myth of the twentieth century is not just about looking back; it’s about understanding
the stories that continue to shape our world and how we can approach history with a critical, informed
mindset.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Myth of the Twentieth Century' by Alfred Rosenberg?
'Myth of the Twentieth Century' is a book written by Alfred Rosenberg, a prominent Nazi ideologue,
published in 1930. It outlines his racial theories and serves as a key ideological text for the Nazi Party.

Why is 'Myth of the Twentieth Century' considered
controversial?
The book promotes racist and anti-Semitic ideas, including Aryan supremacy and the denigration of
Jews and other groups. Its ideology contributed to the justification of Nazi policies and atrocities
during World War II.

What are the main themes of 'Myth of the Twentieth Century'?
The main themes include racial purity, anti-Semitism, the supposed superiority of the Aryan race, and
a critique of modernity and democracy from a Nazi ideological perspective.



How did 'Myth of the Twentieth Century' influence Nazi
ideology?
The book helped shape Nazi racial ideology by providing a pseudo-scientific framework for Aryan
supremacy and anti-Semitism, reinforcing the regime’s policies of racial discrimination and genocide.

Is 'Myth of the Twentieth Century' still studied today?
Yes, but primarily in academic contexts such as history, political science, and Holocaust studies to
understand Nazi ideology and the roots of extremist beliefs, rather than as a legitimate ideological
work.

What was Alfred Rosenberg's role in the Nazi Party?
Alfred Rosenberg was a key Nazi ideologue and served as the head of the Nazi Party's foreign policy
office and later as Reich Minister for the Occupied Eastern Territories during World War II.

How was 'Myth of the Twentieth Century' received when it
was published?
Initially, the book had limited popular success but gained prominence as Nazi ideology spread. It was
later awarded a prize by the Nazi regime and became influential among party members.

Are there modern editions or translations of 'Myth of the
Twentieth Century'?
Yes, the book has been translated into several languages and republished multiple times, often with
critical commentary to provide historical context and analysis of its harmful content.

What lessons does studying 'Myth of the Twentieth Century'
offer today?
Studying the book helps understand how dangerous ideologies can be constructed and propagated,
emphasizing the importance of critical thinking, vigilance against hate speech, and the prevention of
extremist movements.

Additional Resources
Myth of the Twentieth Century: An Investigative Review

myth of the twentieth century is a phrase that evokes a complex tapestry of historical narratives,
ideological constructs, and cultural interpretations. Often associated with the controversial work by
Alfred Rosenberg, a prominent Nazi ideologue, the term transcends its original context to symbolize
broader discussions about myth-making, propaganda, and the shaping of collective memory during a
century marked by unprecedented upheaval and transformation. This article delves into the
multifaceted nature of the "myth of the twentieth century," exploring its origins, implications, and the



enduring resonance it holds in scholarly and public discourse.

Origins and Historical Context

The phrase "myth of the twentieth century" first entered public consciousness through Alfred
Rosenberg’s 1930 book, *Der Mythus des 20. Jahrhunderts* (The Myth of the Twentieth Century).
Rosenberg, a leading Nazi theorist, sought to articulate a racial and cultural mythology that would
underpin National Socialist ideology. His work attempted to construct a narrative that positioned the
so-called "Aryan race" as the pinnacle of human development and the driving force behind European
civilization's progress.

Rosenberg’s myth was not merely an academic exercise but a strategic tool designed to legitimize
racial policies and galvanize support for the Nazi regime. By weaving pseudo-historical claims with
racial theories, the book played a significant role in the ideological framework that justified exclusion,
persecution, and ultimately genocide.

The Role of Ideology and Propaganda

The "myth of the twentieth century" exemplifies how mythology can be harnessed as a form of
political propaganda. In this case, the myth created a distorted version of history that emphasized
racial purity, national destiny, and cultural superiority. This manipulation of historical narratives
demonstrates the potent influence of ideology in shaping public perception and policy.

Propaganda techniques employed in disseminating this myth included selective historical
interpretation, emotional appeals to nationalism, and the demonization of perceived enemies. The
myth’s widespread acceptance among Nazi supporters underscores the effectiveness of these
methods in creating a shared worldview that justified extreme actions.

Myth-Making in the Twentieth Century: A Broader
Perspective

While Rosenberg’s work is a focal point, the concept of a "myth of the twentieth century" also invites
examination of other myths that defined or distorted historical understanding throughout the century.
The twentieth century witnessed numerous competing narratives, from the glorification of
technological progress to ideologies like communism and capitalism, each carrying its own set of
myths.

Technological and Scientific Myths

The twentieth century was marked by rapid technological advancement, from the Space Race to the
development of nuclear power. These achievements often inspired myths of inevitable progress and
human mastery over nature. However, this narrative sometimes obscured the ethical dilemmas and



socio-political consequences associated with such technologies.

For instance, the myth of scientific neutrality has been challenged by the recognition that scientific
developments are often intertwined with political agendas and economic interests. This complicates
the simplistic narrative of progress and invites a more nuanced understanding of twentieth-century
history.

Political and Social Myths

Various political ideologies propagated their own myths to foster legitimacy and unity. The Soviet
Union, for example, crafted a myth of proletarian triumph and inevitable communist victory, which
masked internal repression and economic challenges. Similarly, Western democracies sometimes
constructed myths about freedom and prosperity that glossed over inequalities and social tensions.

These competing myths influenced not only domestic policies but also international relations, fueling
conflicts such as the Cold War. The mythologizing of ideological superiority became a tool for
mobilizing populations and justifying foreign interventions.

Legacy and Contemporary Relevance

The persistence of the "myth of the twentieth century" in academic and cultural discourse highlights
the ongoing need to critically examine the narratives that shape collective memory. Understanding
the mechanisms behind these myths offers valuable lessons in recognizing propaganda and fostering
historical literacy.

Challenges in Addressing Historical Myths

One of the main challenges in confronting myths like Rosenberg’s lies in disentangling fact from
fabricated narratives. Myths are often deeply embedded in cultural identities and political beliefs,
making objective analysis difficult. Scholars must navigate biases, incomplete records, and the
emotional weight attached to certain narratives.

Moreover, the digital age has introduced new dynamics in myth-making, with misinformation and
disinformation spreading rapidly through social media platforms. This underscores the importance of
critical thinking and media literacy in contemporary society.

Educational and Ethical Implications

Incorporating the study of twentieth-century myths into educational curricula can promote a more
comprehensive understanding of history and its complexities. It encourages students to question
sources, recognize propaganda techniques, and appreciate the multifaceted nature of historical
events.



Ethically, confronting these myths involves acknowledging past injustices and the consequences of
distorted narratives. This process can contribute to reconciliation efforts and the prevention of future
abuses rooted in ideological extremism.

Analytical Comparison: Myth vs. Reality

To further illuminate the concept, it is instructive to compare key elements of Rosenberg’s myth with
historical realities:

Racial Supremacy: Rosenberg’s elevation of the Aryan race has been debunked by modern
genetics, which shows human diversity does not conform to simplistic racial hierarchies.

Cultural Determinism: The myth’s deterministic view of culture ignores the complex interplay
of social, economic, and political factors shaping history.

Historical Revisionism: Many claims in the myth selectively reinterpret or distort historical
events to fit ideological goals.

These discrepancies illustrate how myths function to simplify and manipulate complex realities for
specific agendas.

Impact on Post-War Historiography

Post-World War II historiography has extensively examined and refuted the myths propagated by Nazi
ideology. Scholars have emphasized evidence-based research and critical methodologies to
reconstruct a more accurate picture of the twentieth century.

This scholarly work plays a crucial role in debunking harmful myths and promoting a nuanced
understanding of the past, which remains essential for contemporary discussions on race, identity,
and nationalism.

The "myth of the twentieth century," in its original and broader senses, stands as a cautionary tale
about the power of narratives to shape societies—for better or worse. As historians and citizens
continue to grapple with the legacies of that tumultuous century, the imperative to critically evaluate
myths remains as relevant as ever.

Myth Of The Twentieth Century
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  myth of the twentieth century: The Myth of the 20th Century Alfred Rosenberg, 2016-08-04
The Myth of the Twentieth Century (German: Der Mythus des zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts) is a 1930
book by Alfred Rosenberg, one of the principal ideologues of the Nazi Party and editor of the Nazi
paper Volkischer Beobachter. The titular myth (in the special Sorelian sense) is the myth of blood,
which under the sign of the swastika unchains the racial world-revolution. It is the awakening of the
race soul, which after long sleep victoriously ends the race chaos. The book has been described as
one of the two great unread bestsellers of the Third Reich (the other being Mein Kampf). In private
Adolf Hitler said: I must insist that Rosenberg's The Myth of the Twentieth Century is not to be
regarded as an expression of the official doctrine of the party. Hitler objected to Rosenberg's
paganism.
  myth of the twentieth century: The Myth of the Twentieth Century Alfred Rosenberg,
2004
  myth of the twentieth century: The Myth of the 20th Century Alfred Rosenberg, 2015-05-09
Regarded as the second most important book to come out of Nazi Germany, this book is a
philosophical and political map which outlines the ideological background to the Nazi Party and
maps out how that party viewed society, other races, social ordering, religion, art, aesthetics and the
structure of the state. The Mythus to which Rosenberg refers was the concept of blood, which,
according to the preface, unchains the racial world-revolution. Rosenberg's no-hold barred depiction
of the history of Christianity earned it the accusation that it was anti-Christian, and that unjustified
controversy overshadowed the most interesting sections of the book which deal with the world racial
situation and the demand for racially homogeneous states as the only method to preserve individual
world cultures. Rosenberg was hanged at Nuremberg on charges of waging wars of aggression even
though he had never served in the military, and it is likely that he was hanged purely because of this
book.
  myth of the twentieth century: The Myth of the 20th Century Alfred Rosenberg, 2021-06-22
Classic work of National Socialist Germany, originally from 1930
  myth of the twentieth century: MYTH OF THE 20TH CENTURY Alfred Rosenberg,
2017-03-11 Regarded as the second most important book to come out of Nazi Germany, Alfred
Rosenberg's Der Mythus des zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts is a philosophical and political map which
outlines the ideological background to the Nazi Party and maps out how that party viewed society,
other races, social ordering, religion, art, aesthetics and the structure of the state. The Mythus to
which Rosenberg (who was also editor of the Nazi Party newspaper) refers was the concept of blood,
which, according to the preface, unchains the racial world-revolution. Rosenberg's no-hold barred
depiction of the history of Christianity earned it the accusation that it was anti-Christian, and that
unjustified controversy overshadowed the most interesting sections of the book which deal with the
world racial situation and the demand for racially homogenous states as the only method to preserve
individual world cultures. Rosenberg was hanged at Nuremberg on charges of waging wars of
aggression even though he had never served in the military, and it is likely that he was hanged
purely because of this book.
  myth of the twentieth century: The Myth of the 20th Century Alfred Rosenberg,
2013-11-29 Regarded as the second most important book to come out of Nazi Germany, Alfred
Rosenberg's Der Mythus des zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts is a philosophical and political map which
outlines the ideological background to the Nazi Party and maps out how that party viewed society,
other races, social ordering, religion, art, aesthetics and the structure of the state. The Mythus to
which Rosenberg (who was also editor of the Nazi Party newspaper) refers was the concept of blood,
which, according to the preface, unchains the racial world-revolution. Rosenberg's no-hold barred
depiction of the history of Christianity earned it the accusation that it was anti-Christian, and that
unjustified controversy overshadowed the most interesting sections of the book which deal with the
world racial situation and the demand for racially homogenous states as the only method to preserve
individual world cultures. Rosenberg was hanged at Nuremberg on charges of waging wars of



aggression even though he had never served in the military, and it is likely that he was hanged
purely because of this book. Contents Preface Book One: The Conflict of Values Chapter I. Race and
Race Soul Chapter II. Love and Honour Chapter III. Mysticism and Action Book Two: Nature of
Germanic Art Chapter I. Racial Aesthetics Chapter II. Will And Instinct Chapter III. Personality And
Style Chapter IV. The Aesthetic Will Book Three: The Coming Reich Chapter I. Myth And Type
Chapter II. The State And The Sexes Chapter III. Folk And State Chapter IV. Nordic German Law
Chapter V. Church And School Chapter VI. A New System Of State Chapter VII. The Essential Unit
  myth of the twentieth century: Four Theories of Myth in Twentieth-century History Ivan
Strenski, 1987
  myth of the twentieth century: Edward Burnett Tylor, Religion and Culture Paul-François
Tremlett, Graham Harvey, Liam T. Sutherland, 2017-09-21 Through revisiting and challenging what
we think we know about the work of Edward Burnett Tylor, a founding figure of anthropology, this
volume explores new connections and insights that link Tylor and his work to present concerns in
new and important ways. At the publication of Primitive Culture in 1871, Tylor was at the centre of
anthropological research on religion and culture, but today Tylor's position in the anthropological
canon is rarely acknowledged. Edward Burnett Tylor, Religion and Culture does not claim to present
a definitive, new Tylor. The old Tylor - the founder of British anthropology; the definer of religion;
the intellectualist; the evolutionist; the liberal; the utilitarian; the avatar of white, Protestant
rationalism; the Tylor of the canon - remains. Part I explore debates and contexts of Tylor's lifetime,
while the chapters in Part II explore a series of new Tylors, including Tylor the ethnographer and
Tylor the Spiritualist, re-writing the legacy of the founder of anthropology in the process. Edward
Burnett Tylor, Religion and Culture is essential reading for anyone interested in the study of religion
and the anthropology of religion.
  myth of the twentieth century: Ralph Cricklewood: a Twentieth Century Critical and
Rational Exposé of Christian Mythology Stephen Fitz-Stephen, 1909
  myth of the twentieth century: In the Embrace of the Swan Rüdiger Görner, Angus
Nicholls, 2010-08-31 Myths determine the way cultures understand themselves. The papers in this
volume examine culturally specific myths in Britain and the German-speaking world, and compare
approaches to the theory of myth, together with the ways in which mythological formations operate
in literature, aesthetics and politics ‐ with a focus on the period around 1800. They enquire into the
consequences of myth-oriented discourses for the way in which these two cultures understand each
other, and in this way make a significant contribution to a more profound approach to intercultural
research.
  myth of the twentieth century: Special Issue: Political Myth in the Twentieth Century
Carmen Lea Dege, Tae-Yeoun Keum, 2023
  myth of the twentieth century: Miki Kiyoshi's The Logic of Imagination Kiyoshi Miki,
2024-06-27 The Japanese philosopher Miki Kiyoshi opens doors to all those interested in rethinking
the problem of imagination, myth, and technology. Miki Kiyoshi is one of the central figures in the
Kyoto School, often spoken of as the heir of Kitaro Nishida. Born in Japan in 1897, he died in prison
shortly after the end of World War II in 1945 at the age of 48. Miki's The Logic of Imagination first
appeared in the journal Thought in 1937 under the themes of “Myth,” “Institution,” and
“Technology”. The next part, “Experience,” was serialized in the same journal and Miki continued to
work on the final part, but was never completed it due to his arrest. This translation makes this
seminal work available in English for the first time. Featuring an introduction and accompanied
throughout by contextual notes, it includes essential information about Miki's life and work. Miki's
philosophy of the imagination anticipated later theories found first in Hannah Arendt, and then in
Paul Ricoeur and most recently in Charles Taylor. The connection Miki makes of the imagination
with technology anticipates ideas of the technological imagination in Don Ihde and Bernard Stiegler.
Miki's thinking about the imagination illuminates our understanding of technology and how we
behave in the world. This accessible, critical edition of his work does justice to one of the most
unfairly underrated authors of Japanese philosophy.



  myth of the twentieth century: Crisis Consciousness in Contemporary Philosophy András
Gedő, 1982-12-31 No detailed description available for Crisis Consciousness in Contemporary
Philosophy.
  myth of the twentieth century: Metapolitics Peter Viereck, 2017-07-12 More than half a
century after the fall of the Third Reich, Nazism, its roots and its essential nature, remain a central
and unresolved enigma of the twentieth century. During the period of Hitler's ascendancy, most
attempts at explaining this unprecedented phenomenon were framed in economic, often Marxist,
sociological terms and concepts. Peter Viereck's Metapolitics, initially published in 1941, broke with
this convention by indicting Hitler in terms of the Judaic-Christian ethical tradition and locating
certain elements of the Nazi worldview in German romantic poetry, music, and social thought.
Newly expanded, Metapolitics remains a key work in the cultural interpretation of Nazism and
totalitarianism and in the psychological interpretation of Hitler as a Wagnerite and failed artist. The
term metapolitics, a coinage from Richard Wagner's nationalist circle, signifies an ideology resulting
from five distinct strands: romanticism (embodied chiefly in the Wagnerian ethos), the
pseudo-science of race, Fuehrer worship, vague economic socialism, and the alleged supernatural
and unconscious force of the Volk collectivity. Together, those elements engendered an emphasis on
irrationalism and hysteria and belief in a special German mission to direct the course of the world's
history. Viereck analyzes nineteenth-century German thought's conflicting attitudes toward political
procedures and social arrangements rooted in classical, rational, legalistic, and Christian traditions.
This edition includes an appreciation by Thomas Mann and an exchange with Jacques Barzun
debating Viereck's criticism of German romanticism. Viereck's essays on the case of Albert Speer, on
Claus von Stauffenberg (the German officer who led the army conspiracy to assassinate Hitler), and
on the poets Stefan George and Georg Heym appear here for the first time in book form.
  myth of the twentieth century: The Sanskrit Epics' Representation of Vedic Myths Danielle
Feller, 2004-01-01 This is an introduction to philosophy but with a difference. Through out the book
metaphysical issues are shown to be rooted in the history of philosophy. At the same time the
author`s tratment of each issues leads right into the contemporary situation. Philosophy can scarcely
be defined,the author says, but philosophizing can be `shown`. The various section of the book show
in a fresh way what such philosophizing can be like.
  myth of the twentieth century: The Poetics of Myth Eleazar M. Meletinsky, 2014-01-21 First
Published in 1998. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.
  myth of the twentieth century: Theoretical Anthropology David Bidney, Theoretical
Anthropology is a major contribution to the historical and critical study of the assumptions
underlying the development of modern cultural anthropology. In the new introduction, Martin
Bidney discusses the present state of anthropology and contrasts it with the scene surveyed in
Theoretical Anthropology. He discusses the relevance of David Bidney's work to our present
concerns. Also included in this work is the second edition's introductory essay by David Bidney,
written fifteen years after the first edition of Theoretical Anthropology. Here the author examines his
original aims in writing this book. Theoretical Anthropology has helped to create among
anthropologists the present climate of theoretical self-awareness and broad humanistic concerns. It
has become a standard reference work for anthropologists as well as sociologists.
  myth of the twentieth century: Mircea Eliade Nicolae Babuts, 2014-04-18 Mircea Eliade
(1907–1986) was one of the twentieth century’s foremost students of religion and cultural
environments. This book examines the emergence, function, and value of religion and myth in his
work. Nicolae Babuts, Robert Ellwood, Eric Ziolkowski, John Dadosky, Robert Segal, Mac Linscott
Ricketts, Douglas Allen, and Liviu Borda examine Eliade’s views on the interaction between the
sacred and the profane. Each explores Eliade’s phenomenological approach to the study of religion
and myth. They show that modern rites of initiation, cultural activities, and spectacles like
bullfighting, film, and, perhaps surprisingly, reading and writing, all harken back to the archetypal
structures of the mythical imagination. Perhaps the greatest achievement of Eliade’s
phenomenological approach is that it reveals what we have in common with pre-Socratic man: the



mind’s structural capacity to endow objects and events with spiritual values and meanings. As a
study of Eliade’s concept of the mythic imagination, the book posits an analogy between the myths of
the past and modern imitations. The authors suggest that in spite of their differences and their
separate historical sources, myths represent basic structures of human consciousness. This book is
essential reading for all students of religion, philosophy, and literature.
  myth of the twentieth century: Teaching Freud Diane Elizabeth Jonte-Pace, 2003 Freud can
be considered one of the grandparents of the field of religious studies, yet students often assume
that Freud is sexist, dangerous, passe, and irrelevent to the study of religion. The contributors to
this volume describe how they address Freud's contested legacy.
  myth of the twentieth century: The New Werner Twentieth Century Edition of the
Encyclopaedia Britannica , 1906
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