
scandalous paintings from history
Scandalous Paintings from History: When Art Shook the World

Scandalous paintings from history have fascinated art lovers and historians alike, not just for
their aesthetic value but for the controversies they sparked. Throughout the centuries, art has been a
mirror reflecting society’s values, taboos, and sometimes its darkest secrets. Some paintings,
intentionally or unintentionally, challenged societal norms and provoked outrage, censorship, or even
legal battles. These works often became symbolic flashpoints in broader cultural debates about
morality, politics, and freedom of expression. Let’s dive into some of the most scandalous paintings
from history and explore why they caused such uproar.

The Nude Controversies: When the Human Body
Sparked Outrage

One of the most recurrent reasons for scandal throughout art history involves the depiction of nudity.
While the human form has been a subject of fascination and reverence since ancient times, societal
attitudes toward nudity in art have fluctuated wildly.

Édouard Manet’s “Olympia”

Painted in 1863, Manet’s “Olympia” shocked the Parisian art scene. Unlike the idealized, mythological
nudes common in earlier art, Manet presented a modern woman—an apparent prostitute—gazing
boldly at the viewer. The painting’s frankness and perceived vulgarity defied traditional standards of
beauty and decorum. Critics denounced it as immoral, and it stirred debates about the role of realism
versus romanticism in art. Yet, “Olympia” paved the way for modern art’s embrace of candidness and
social critique.

Gustave Courbet’s “The Origin of the World”

Perhaps one of the most provocative paintings ever created, Courbet’s 1866 piece is a close-up of a
woman’s genitalia. At a time when such explicit imagery was taboo, the painting was hidden from
public view for decades. “The Origin of the World” challenged the boundaries between art and
pornography, raising questions about censorship and artistic freedom. Its raw honesty continues to
inspire discussions on how art confronts sexuality.

Religious and Political Scandals in Paintings

Art depicting religious or political themes has often courted controversy, especially when it
questioned or mocked established authorities.



Diego Velázquez’s “The Rokeby Venus”

Although Velázquez’s “The Rokeby Venus” (c. 1647–51) is celebrated today for its sensuous beauty,
when it first came to England in the 19th century, it caused a stir. Some critics found the painting’s
sensuality inappropriate for public display. The scandal resurfaced in 1914 when suffragette Mary
Richardson attacked the artwork with a meat cleaver, protesting the government’s treatment of
women. This incident highlighted how art can become a battlefield for broader social movements.

Francisco Goya’s “The Third of May 1808”

Goya’s painting depicting the execution of Spanish rebels by Napoleon’s troops was controversial for
its brutal realism and political statement. Painted in 1814, it broke from romanticized historical
paintings by showing the horror and injustice of war explicitly. Authorities viewed it as inflammatory
propaganda, but it remains a powerful condemnation of violence and oppression.

Modern Art and the Continual Push of Boundaries

As art evolved into the modern era, scandalous paintings took on new forms, often challenging not
just morality but the very definition of art itself.

Marcel Duchamp’s “Fountain”

Although not a painting but a readymade sculpture, Duchamp’s 1917 “Fountain” scandalized the art
world by presenting a urinal as art. This act questioned traditional artistic skill and the value placed
on aesthetics, igniting debates that resonate in contemporary art to this day. Its spirit influenced
painters who sought to push boundaries and provoke thought.

Andres Serrano’s “Piss Christ”

Moving into the late 20th century, Serrano’s 1987 photograph depicting a crucifix submerged in the
artist’s urine ignited fierce controversy. Though a photograph, it shares the scandalous spirit of many
paintings that challenge religious iconography. The outrage it caused led to discussions about
blasphemy, artistic freedom, and public funding for the arts.

Why Do Scandalous Paintings Matter Today?

You might wonder why these scandalous paintings from history continue to captivate us. Beyond the
initial shock value, these artworks reveal much about the societies that created and reacted to them.



Reflection of Social Norms: Each scandal shows what was considered taboo or unacceptable
at a particular time.

Art as a Catalyst for Change: Many controversial works pushed boundaries that eventually
led to broader acceptance of new ideas.

Dialogue Between Artist and Audience: Scandalous art invites viewers to confront
uncomfortable truths or question long-held beliefs.

Evolution of Artistic Expression: They highlight the shifting definitions of beauty, morality,
and creativity.

Understanding these paintings helps us appreciate art not just as decoration but as a powerful means
of communication and social reflection.

Tips for Exploring Scandalous Art

If you’re intrigued by scandalous paintings and want to explore more, here are some practical tips:

Visit Museums and Galleries: Many institutions display controversial works with contextual1.
information to help understand their significance.

Read Art History: Learning about the cultural and historical background enriches your2.
appreciation.

Join Art Discussions: Forums, lectures, and tours can provide diverse perspectives on3.
controversial pieces.

Keep an Open Mind: Remember that what was once scandalous may now be accepted or4.
even celebrated.

Exploring scandalous paintings is a journey through time, culture, and human values.

Art history is full of moments when a painting did more than decorate a wall—it shook the foundations
of society. Whether it was challenging ideas about morality, politics, or aesthetics, these scandalous
paintings from history continue to provoke thought and inspire debate. They remind us that art is not
only a reflection of the times but also a bold voice that dares to question and transform.

Frequently Asked Questions



What was considered scandalous about Édouard Manet's
painting 'Olympia'?
Manet's 'Olympia' was scandalous because it depicted a nude woman with a confrontational gaze,
challenging traditional representations of female nudes and societal norms of modesty in 1865.

Why did Caravaggio's paintings cause controversy in his time?
Caravaggio's use of realistic, sometimes gritty depictions of religious figures and scenes, often
including common people and dramatic lighting, shocked the sensibilities of the 16th and 17th
centuries, causing controversy.

What scandal surrounded Gustave Courbet's painting 'The
Origin of the World'?
Courbet's 'The Origin of the World' shocked viewers with its explicit and realistic depiction of female
genitalia when it was painted in 1866, challenging Victorian-era taboos on sexuality and nudity.

How did Marcel Duchamp's 'Nude Descending a Staircase'
create a scandal?
Duchamp's 'Nude Descending a Staircase' was controversial for its abstract and cubist portrayal of
the human form in 1912, which defied traditional artistic representation and confused many critics
and viewers.

What made Francisco Goya's 'The Nude Maja' controversial in
the early 19th century?
'The Nude Maja' was scandalous because it portrayed a nude woman with an unabashed and direct
gaze, a bold departure from idealized or mythological nudes, which was provocative in early 1800s
Spain.

Why was John Singer Sargent's painting 'Madame X'
considered scandalous?
Sargent's 'Madame X' caused scandal due to the provocative pose and revealing dress of the subject,
Madame Pierre Gautreau, which was seen as daring and inappropriate by Parisian society in 1884.

What scandal arose from the exhibition of Diego Velázquez's
'Rokeby Venus'?
The 'Rokeby Venus' was controversial because it showed a nude Venus lying on her stomach with her
back exposed, an uncommon perspective that some considered indecent when first exhibited in the
19th century.



How did the paintings of Egon Schiele create scandal in early
20th century Austria?
Egon Schiele's explicit and raw depictions of sexuality and the human body challenged conservative
societal norms in Austria, leading to public outrage and even legal trouble for obscenity in the 1910s.

What was shocking about Thomas Gainsborough's 'The Blue
Boy'?
While not scandalous for nudity or sexuality, 'The Blue Boy' was notable for its bold use of color and
youthful subject dressed in striking blue attire, which defied the more subdued palette typical of the
18th century.

Why did the painting 'L'Origine du monde' remain largely
hidden for so long?
Due to its explicit depiction of female genitalia, 'L'Origine du monde' was considered highly
scandalous and was kept private, rarely displayed publicly, to avoid censorship and moral outrage.

Additional Resources
Scandalous Paintings from History: When Art Provoked Outrage and Debate

Scandalous paintings from history have long captured public imagination, igniting controversies
that extend beyond the canvas. These artworks, often provocative in subject matter, style, or context,
challenged societal norms, political powers, and artistic conventions. They reveal a fascinating
intersection of culture, censorship, and changing moral values throughout different eras. Exploring
some of the most infamous examples offers not only insight into the artists’ intentions but also the
social dynamics that made these paintings scandalous in their time.

The Role of Scandal in Art History

Art has always been a reflection of its cultural environment, and when it confronts prevailing beliefs or
taboos, it risks scandal. Scandalous paintings from history are those that challenged accepted norms,
whether through explicit content, political critique, or radical aesthetic choices. They often sparked
debates about morality, decency, and the limits of artistic freedom.

Scandal can serve multiple purposes in art: to provoke thought, to express dissent, or simply to
attract attention. From the Renaissance to modern art, scandalous paintings have pushed boundaries,
forcing society to confront uncomfortable truths or reconsider its values. The backlash these works
sometimes faced—ranging from censorship to public outrage—underscores the power of visual art as
a medium of communication.



Notorious Examples of Scandalous Paintings

Édouard Manet’s “Olympia” (1863)

One of the most famous scandalous paintings from history is Édouard Manet’s "Olympia." When first
exhibited at the Paris Salon of 1865, it shocked audiences with its frank depiction of a nude woman
gazing unapologetically at the viewer. Unlike the idealized nudes of classical tradition, Olympia was
modeled after a real-life courtesan, and her confrontational stare challenged the passive role
traditionally assigned to female figures in art.

The painting was criticized for its perceived vulgarity and immorality. Critics objected not only to the
nudity but to the suggested prostitution, which broke societal taboos. Manet’s bold technique, with
stark contrasts and loose brushwork, further unsettled traditional tastes. Today, "Olympia" is
recognized as a masterpiece that helped pave the way for modern art, illustrating how scandal can
catalyze artistic innovation.

Diego Velázquez’s “The Rokeby Venus” (1647–51)

Diego Velázquez’s “The Rokeby Venus” is another painting that stirred controversy, though more for
its eroticism than for political reasons. This rare depiction of the female nude in Spanish art presented
the goddess Venus reclining with her back to the viewer. The erotic undertones, combined with the
intimate pose, were considered provocative in a deeply Catholic and conservative Spain.

Interestingly, the painting became the target of a violent attack in 1914 when suffragette Mary
Richardson slashed the canvas, protesting against the arrest of Emmeline Pankhurst. This act
underscored how scandalous paintings from history can be appropriated for broader social and
political statements, linking art with activism.

Marcel Duchamp’s “Fountain” (1917)

Though not a traditional painting, Marcel Duchamp’s “Fountain” is crucial to understanding
scandalous art that challenges artistic definitions. Submitted under a pseudonym to an art exhibition,
the piece was simply a porcelain urinal signed "R. Mutt." Its rejection and subsequent notoriety
questioned the very nature of art and the role of the artist.

Duchamp’s work scandalized the art establishment by implying that artistic value could be assigned
to everyday objects through context and concept rather than craftsmanship. This conceptual shift
influenced countless artists and movements, showing how scandalous works can redefine artistic
boundaries.



Common Themes in Scandalous Paintings

Scandalous paintings from history often revolve around several recurring themes that provoke
societal discomfort:

Sexuality and Nudity: Many controversial works depict the human body in ways that
challenge prudish or moralistic standards.

Religion and Blasphemy: Paintings that question or reinterpret sacred subjects frequently
encounter backlash.

Political Critique: Art that criticizes governments, social hierarchies, or wars can be censored
or condemned.

Race and Identity: Representations that challenge racial stereotypes or expose social
injustices often spark debate.

Each of these themes interacts with the cultural context of the time, determining whether an artwork
is labeled scandalous or accepted as mainstream.

The Impact of Scandal on Artistic Legacy

The initial scandal surrounding a painting can influence its reception for decades or even centuries.
While some scandalous paintings were destroyed or hidden, others gained notoriety that enhanced
their fame. For instance, Gustave Courbet’s “L’Origine du monde” (1866), depicting an explicit view of
female genitalia, was considered so scandalous that it remained largely out of public view for more
than a century.

In many cases, the controversy invites renewed scholarly interest and public debate, enriching the
artwork’s historical significance. Moreover, scandalous paintings often inspire future generations of
artists to challenge conventions, contributing to the evolution of art movements such as
Impressionism, Surrealism, and Modernism.

Contemporary Reflections on Scandalous Art

In today’s globalized and digitally connected world, the concept of what is scandalous in art continues
to evolve. While certain themes remain provocative, contemporary artists often push boundaries with
new media, performance, and installations. The democratization of art criticism through social media
platforms means that public reactions to scandalous paintings can be immediate and widespread.

Nonetheless, historical scandalous paintings remain relevant as points of reference. Museums and
galleries frequently highlight these works to provoke discussion on censorship, freedom of expression,
and the shifting nature of morality. Educators use them to illustrate how art reflects and influences



societal change.

The enduring fascination with scandalous paintings from history underscores art’s capacity to shock,
challenge, and inspire. These works serve as cultural barometers, revealing the tensions underlying
social progress and the complex relationship between artist, audience, and authority.

Scandalous Paintings From History
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  scandalous paintings from history: Scoundrels, Cads, and Other Great Artists Jeffrey K.
Smith, 2020-10-25 Just because the art is beautiful doesn't mean the artist was a saint . . .
Scoundrels, Cads, and Other Great Artists examines the lives of nine great artists who were less
than exemplary human beings in their lives outside of their art. It explores the question, “Why do we
like magnificent art from artists who were awful human beings?” For example, the great Baroque
painter, Caravaggio, who developed the chiaroscuro style of painting, was in constant trouble with
the law, even having killed a man in a duel. Frederick Remington, the great painter of the American
West, was an incredible racist and bigot. His evocative paintings of Native Americans on the trail on
horseback give no hint of Remington’s enmity toward them and other ethnic groups in America.
Jackson Pollock? His irascibility and petulance were compounded by a lifelong battle with
alcoholism, ultimately leading to a fatal automobile accident. Whistler and Courbet were
philanderers and libertines. Scoundrels introduces people to great art by showing the more
salacious side of the personal lives of great artists over time. This book not only tells the stories of a
dozen artists, but explores how to look at art and the separation between art and artist. This lively
narrative is enhanced by over 100 full-color reproductions of great paintings and details from them.
  scandalous paintings from history: Historical Dictionary of Romantic Art and Architecture
Allison Lee Palmer, 2019-07-26 Romanticism is multifaceted, and a wide range of nostalgic,
emotional, and exotic concerns were expressed in such styles and movements as the Gothic Revival,
Classical Revival, Orientalism, and the Pre-Raphaelite Brotherhood. Some movements were regional
and subject-specific, such as the Hudson River School of landscape painting in the United States and
the German Nazarene movement, which focused primarily on religious art in Rome. The movements
range across Western Europe and include the United States. This dictionary will provide a fuller
historical context for Romanticism and enable the reader to identify major trends and explore artists
of the period. This second edition of Historical Dictionary of Romantic Art and Architecture contains
a chronology, an introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 300
cross-referenced entries on major artists of the romantic era as well as entries on related art
movements, styles, aesthetic philosophies, and philosophers. This book is an excellent resource for
students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Romantic art.
  scandalous paintings from history: Historical Dictionary of Neoclassical Art and Architecture
Allison Lee Palmer, 2020-05-15 Neoclassicism refers to the revival of classical art and architecture
beginning in Europe in the 1750s until around 1830, with late neoclassicism lingering through the
1870s. It is a highly complex movement that brought together seemingly disparate issues into a new
and culturally rich era, one that was unified under a broad interest in classical antiquity. The
movement was born in Italy and France and spread across Europe to Russia and the United States.
It was motivated by a desire to use ideas from antiquity to help address modern social, economic,
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and political issues in Europe, and neoclassicism came to be viewed as a style and philosophy that
offered a sense of purpose and dignity to art, following the new “enlightened” thinking. This second
edition of Historical Dictionary of Neoclassical Art and Architecture contains a chronology, an
introduction, and an extensive bibliography. The dictionary section has over 300 cross-referenced
entries cover late Baroque and Rococo tendencies found in the early 18th century, and span the
century to include artists who moved from neoclassicism to early romanticism. This book is an
excellent resource for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about neoclassical
art and architecture.
  scandalous paintings from history: Franz Radziwill and the Contradictions of German Art
History, 1919-45 James A. Van Dyke, 2011 An exploration of the career of Franz Radziwill,
investigating the question of art in a Nazi context
  scandalous paintings from history: Seven Painters Who Changed the Course of Art History
Brian Thom McQuade MA, 2012-10-22 This is the biography of 7 painters who, from the 14th to the
19th century changed the history of art forever. The book is not just about their painting but also
tells about their lives, their triumphs and their disasters.
  scandalous paintings from history: The Art Assassin Albert Wang, 2010-07-12 In this
provocative and groundbreaking nonfiction novel, Albert Wang who is an investigative reporter in
the tradition of Hunter Thompson and Norman Mailer reinvents his fictional alter-ego qi peng as a
Utah conceptual artist who is trying to make it into the contemporary art world, particularly New
York City, from a relative unknown.This mystery novel begins with qi peng's suicide within his future
and leads down a darker path into this emerging artist's sordid past as he aspires to find love and
appreciation from his fellow artists/characters/celebrities... Wang's controversial reportage as an act
of performance art focuses on the spiritual murder of the soul as a counterpart to Truman Capote's
classic book, In Cold Blood, that looks at physical murder of humans.
  scandalous paintings from history: The Louvre’s Hidden Mysteries Louis Martin,
2025-01-30 Hidden beneath the grandeur of the world’s most famous museum lies a web of secrets
waiting to be uncovered. For over 800 years, the Louvre has been more than just a museum—it has
been a fortress, a royal palace, a battlefield, and a sanctuary for the world’s greatest masterpieces.
But within its walls, beyond the well-lit galleries and iconic works of art, lurk forgotten treasures,
unsolved mysteries, and hidden histories that few visitors ever learn about. This 42,000-word book
takes you on a captivating journey through the Louvre’s lesser-known past, revealing: The
underground tunnels and lost chambers that whisper of medieval fortresses and royal conspiracies
The shocking heists and disappearances of priceless art, including the daring theft of the Mona Lisa
Ancient curses, ghostly legends, and occult symbols hidden within the museum’s vast collection The
Louvre’s wartime secrets, from Nazi looting to the heroic efforts to protect its masterpieces
Groundbreaking discoveries and scientific investigations that continue to unveil new layers of art
history Combining historical research, art analysis, and compelling storytelling, this book invites you
to step beyond the surface and explore the Louvre’s most intriguing and enigmatic side. Perfect for
history enthusiasts, art lovers, and mystery seekers, this book will change the way you see the
Louvre—and perhaps make you wonder what other secrets still remain hidden. Table of Contents
Introduction: A Museum of Mysteries 0.1 The Louvre: More Than Just a Museum 0.2 Legends and
Myths Surrounding the Louvre 0.3 Why Do So Many Secrets Exist Here? 0.4 How This Book Unveils
the Hidden Side of the Louvre Chapter 1: The Lost Treasures of the Louvre 1.1 The Nazi Lootings:
Art Smuggled from the Louvre 1.2 The Great Mona Lisa Theft of 1911 1.3 Artworks That Vanished
Without a Trace 1.4 Rediscovered Masterpieces: Where Did They Go? Chapter 2: The Underground
Secrets – The Hidden Tunnels Beneath the Louvre 2.1 The Medieval Fortress: The Louvre’s
Forgotten Origins 2.2 Hidden Tunnels of the French Monarchy 2.3 The Mystery of the Templars’
Lost Vault 2.4 Urban Legends: Catacombs and Secret Chambers Chapter 3: The Mystery of the
Mona Lisa 3.1 Hidden Layers: The Mona Lisa’s Underpainting 3.2 Theories Behind the Enigmatic
Smile 3.3 The Unsolved Mysteries of Her Identity 3.4 The “Mona Lisa Curse”: Superstitions and Odd
Events Chapter 4: The Occult and the Louvre – Myths, Legends, and Superstitions 4.1 Ghost Stories



and Paranormal Sightings in the Louvre 4.2 The Alchemist’s Secrets: Occult Symbols in the Museum
4.3 The Devil and the Pyramid: A Myth or Hidden Truth? 4.4 Ancient Curses: Superstitions Around
Certain Artworks Chapter 5: The Great Art Scandals 5.1 When the Louvre Displayed Fakes: The Art
Forgery Scandals 5.2 The Scandalous Art Pieces That Almost Got Banned 5.3 Controversial
Restorations: Was the Mona Lisa Altered? 5.4 Theories of Art Theft Conspiracies Chapter 6: The
Architectural Evolution – From Fortress to Museum 6.1 The Original Louvre: A Fortress with Secrets
6.2 The Royal Residence and Its Hidden Chambers 6.3 The Renaissance Influence: How the Museum
Took Shape 6.4 The Glass Pyramid: A Symbol of Modern Controversy Chapter 7: Hidden Messages
in Paintings 7.1 Da Vinci’s Secret Symbols in His Works 7.2 The Biblical and Mythological Codes in
Classical Art 7.3 Theories of the “Illuminati” and Secret Societies in Art 7.4 The Mystery of the
Unfinished Paintings Conclusion: What Secrets Still Remain? 8.1 Ongoing Investigations: What
Historians Are Still Searching For 8.2 The Role of Technology in Unveiling New Secrets 8.3 Will the
Louvre Reveal More Hidden Art in the Future? 8.4 Final Thoughts and the Museum’s Enduring
Mystique
  scandalous paintings from history: The Devil in the Gallery Noah Charney, 2021-09-15 It’s
an in-depth look at varied time periods and artists, which readers interested in gossip, drama, or art
history will enjoy. Library Journal, Starred Review Scandal, shock and rivalry all have negative
connotations, don’t they? They can be catastrophic to businesses and individual careers. A whiff of
scandal can turn a politician into a smoking ruin. But these potentially disastrous “negatives” can
and have spurred the world of fine art to new heights. A look at the history of art tells us that
rivalries have, in fact, not only benefited the course of art, from ancient times to the present, but
have also helped shape our narrative of art, lending it a sense of drama that it might otherwise lack,
and therefore drawing the interest of a public who might not be drawn to the objects alone. There
would be no Sistine Chapel by Michelangelo had rival Raphael not tricked the pope into assigning
him the commission, certain that Michelangelo, who had never before worked with frescoes, would
botch the job and become a laughing stock. Scandal and shock have proven to be powerful weapons
when harnessed and wielded willfully and well. That scandal is good for exposure has been so
obviously the case that many artists have courted it intentionally, which we will define as shock:
intentionally overturning expectations of the majority in a way that traditionalist find dismaying or
upsetting, but which a certain minority avant-garde find exciting. From Damien Hirst presenting the
public with a shark embalmed in formaldehyde and entombed in a glass case to Marcel Duchamp
trying to convince the art community that a urinal is a great sculpture shock has been a key
promotional tool. The Devil in the Gallery is a guided tour of the history of art through it scandals,
rivalries, and shocking acts, each of which resulted in a positive step forward for art in general and,
in most cases, for the careers of the artists in question. In addition to telling dozens of stories,
lavishly illustrated in full color, of such dramatic moments and arguing how they not only affected
the history of art but affected it for the better, we will also examine the proactive role of the
recipients of these intentionally dramatic actions: The art historians, the critics and even you, the
general public. The Devil likes to lurk in dark corners of the art world, morphing into many forms.
Let us shed light upon him.
  scandalous paintings from history: Twenty-first-century Perspectives on
Nineteenth-century Art Petra ten-Doesschate Chu, Laurinda S. Dixon, 2008 This book presents an
interdisciplinary and inclusive view of nineteenth-century art, observed from the vantage point of the
new twenty-first century. The areas of expertise represented by the thirty essays herein span the full
range of nineteenth-century studies, and include discussions of such artistic styles as realism,
impressionism, romanticism, and art nouveau, as well as early twentieth-century movements that
owe their formative influence to the nineteenth century. Topics span the historical gamut from
revivalism to the roots of modernism, considering along the way such themes as the depiction of
women, Orientalism, art criticism, evolutionary theory, political propaganda, history painting,
landscape, and national identity. Aspects of art display, public monuments, and international
exhibitions shed light on the roles of government and individuals in the dissemination of artistic



styles and subject matter. Unique in this collection is an emphasis on the marketing of art, both in
America and abroad, which considers the important financial and commercial issues that continue to
influence viewers' beliefs and perceptions. Most important, this book demonstrates that the rich
field of nineteenth-century studies continues to inspire discovery and creativity.--Publisher
description.
  scandalous paintings from history: The Global Work of Art Caroline A. Jones, 2017-06-01
Global biennials have proliferated in the contemporary art world, but artists’ engagement with
large-scale international exhibitions has a much longer history that has influenced the present in
important ways. Going back to the earliest world’s fairs in the nineteenth century, this book argues
that “globalism” was incubated in a century of international art contests and today constitutes an
important tactic for artists. As world’s fairs brought millions of attendees into contact with foreign
cultures, products, and processes, artworks became juxtaposed in a “theater of nations,” which
challenged artists and critics to think outside their local academies. From Gustave Courbet’s rebel
pavilion near the official art exhibit at the 1855 French World’s Fair to curator Beryl Madra’s choice
of London-based Cypriot Hussein Chalayan for the off-site Turkish pavilion at the 2006 Venice
Biennale, artists have used these exhibitions to reflect on contemporary art, speak to their own
governments back home, and challenge the wider geopolitical realm—changing art and art history
along the way. Ultimately, Caroline A. Jones argues, the modern appetite for experience and event
structures, which were cultivated around the art at these earlier expositions, have now come to
constitute contemporary art itself, producing encounters that transform the public and force us to
reflect critically on the global condition.
  scandalous paintings from history: Art Information and the Internet Lois Swan Jones,
2013-12-16 In the first book of its kind, art information expert Lois Swan Jones discusses how to
locate visual and textual information on the Internet and how to evaluate and supplement that
information with material from other formats--print sources, CD-ROMS, documentary videos, and
microfiche sets--to produce excellent research results. The book is divided into three sections: Basic
Information Formats; Types of Websites and How to Find Them; and How to Use Web Information.
Jones discusses the strengths and limitations of Websites; scholarly and basic information resources
are noted; and search strategies for finding pertinent Websites are included. Art Information and the
Internet also discusses research methodology for studying art-historical styles, artists working in
various media, individual works of art, and non-Western cultures--as well as art education, writing
about art, problems of copyright, and issues concerning the buying and selling of art. This title will
be periodically updated.
  scandalous paintings from history: Henri Bertin and the Representation of China in
Eighteenth-Century France John Finlay, 2020-07-09 This is an in-depth study of the intellectual,
technical, and artistic encounters between Europe and China in the late eighteenth century,
focusing on the purposeful acquisition of information and images that characterized a direct
engagement with the idea of China. The central figure in this story is Henri-Léonard Bertin
(1720–1792), who served as a minister of state under Louis XV and, briefly, Louis XVI. Both his
official position and personal passion for all things Chinese placed him at the center of intersecting
networks of like-minded individuals who shared his ideal vision of China as a nation from which
France had much to learn. John Finlay examines a fascinating episode in the rich history of
cross-cultural exchange between China and Europe in the early modern period, and this book will be
an important and timely contribution to a very current discussion about Sino-French cultural
relations. This book will be of interest to scholars in art history, visual culture, European and
Chinese history.
  scandalous paintings from history: A Historical Dictionary of British Women Cathy Hartley,
2013-04-15 This reference book, containing the biographies of more than 1,100 notable British
women from Boudicca to Barbara Castle, is an absorbing record of female achievement spanning
some 2,000 years of British life. Most of the lives included are those of women whose work took
them in some way before the public and who therefore played a direct and important role in



broadening the horizons of women. Also included are women who influenced events in a more
indirect way: the wives of kings and politicians, mistresses, ladies in waiting and society hostesses.
Originally published as The Europa Biographical Dictionary of British Women, this newly re-worked
edition includes key figures who have died in the last 20 years, such as The Queen Mother, Baroness
Ryder of Warsaw, Elizabeth Jennings and Christina Foyle.
  scandalous paintings from history: "Painting and Narrative in France, from Poussin to
Gauguin " Nina L?bbren, 2017-07-05 Before Modernism, narrative painting was one of the most
acclaimed and challenging modes of picture-making in Western art, yet by the early twentieth
century storytelling had all but disappeared from ambitious art. France was a key player in both the
dramatic rise and the controversial demise of narrative art. This is the first book to analyse French
painting in relation to narrative, from Poussin in the early seventeenth to Gauguin in the late
nineteenth century. Thirteen original essays shed light on key moments and aspects of narrative and
French painting through the study of artists such as Nicolas Poussin, Charles Le Brun, Jacques-Louis
David, Paul Delaroche, Gustave Moreau, and Paul Gauguin. Using a range of theoretical
perspectives, the authors study key issues such as temporality, theatricality, word-and-image
relations, the narrative function of inanimate objects, the role played by viewers, and the ways in
which visual narrative has been bound up with history painting. The book offers a fresh look at
familiar material, as well as studying some little-known works of art, and reveals the centrality and
complexity of narrative in French painting over the course of three centuries.
  scandalous paintings from history: The Films of Laura Mulvey and Peter Wollen ,
2023-04-20 This collection of Laura Mulvey and Peter Wollen's film scripts vividly evokes the close
connection between their influential work as theorists and their work as filmmakers. It includes
scripts for all six of Mulvey and Wollen's collaborative films, Wollen's solo feature film, Friendship's
Death (1987), and Mulvey's later collaborations. Each text is followed by a new essay by a leading
writer, offering a critical interpretation of the corresponding film. The collection also includes
Wollen's short story Friendship's Death (1976), the outlines for two unrealised Mulvey and Wollen
collaborations, and a selection of scanned working documents. The scripts and essays collected in
this volume trace the historical significance of a complex cinematic project that brought feminist,
semiotic and psychoanalytic concerns together with formal devices and strategies. The book
includes original contributions from Nora M. Alter, Kodwo Eshun, Nicolas Helm-Grovas, Esther
Leslie, Laura Mulvey, Volker Pantenburg, Griselda Pollock, B. Ruby Rich and Sukhdev Sandhu.
  scandalous paintings from history: John Donne in the Nineteenth Century Dayton
Haskin, 2007-06-21 In 1906, having been assigned Izaak Walton's Life of Donne to read for his
English class, a Harvard freshman heard a lecture on the long disparaged 'metaphysical' poets.
Years later, when an appreciation of these poets was considered a consummate mark of a modernist
sensibility, T. S. Eliot was routinely credited with having 'discovered' Donne himself. John Donne in
the Nineteenth Century tracks the myriad ways in which 'Donne' was lodged in literary culture in
the Romantic and Victorian periods. The early chapters document a first revival of interest when
Walton's Life was said to be 'in the hands of every reader'; they explore what Wordsworth and
Coleridge contributed to the conditions for the 1839 publication of the only edition ever called The
Works, which reprinted the sermons of 'Dr Donne'. Later chapters trace a second revival, when
admirers of the biography, turning to the prose letters and the poems to supplement Walton,
discovered that his hero's writings entail the sorts of controversial issues that are raised by
Browning, by the 'fleshly school' of poets, and by self-consciously 'decadent' writers of the fin de
siècle. The final chapters treat the spread of the academic study of Donne from Harvard, where
already in the 1880s he was the anchor of the seventeenth-century course, to other institutions and
beyond the academy, showing that Donne's status as a writer eclipsed his importance as the subject
of Walton's narrative, which Leslie Stephen facetiously called 'the masterpiece of English biography'.
  scandalous paintings from history: Portrait of a Scotsman Evie Dunmore, 2021-09-07 The
Instant USA Today Bestseller! A BuzzFeed Best Romance of 2021! One of Marie Claire’s most
anticipated romances of 2021! One of Cosmopolitan's most anticipated fall books of 2021! “Dunmore



is my new find in historical romance. Her A League of Extraordinary Women series is
extraordinary.”—Julia Quinn, #1 New York Times bestselling author “This series balances
friendship, politics, history, and romance in just the right mix.”—U.S. Representative Katie Porter
Going toe-to-toe with a brooding Scotsman is rather bold for a respectable suffragist, but when he
happens to be one's unexpected husband, what else is an unwilling bride to do? London banking
heiress Hattie Greenfield wanted just three things in life: 1. Acclaim as an artist. 2. A noble cause. 3.
Marriage to a young lord who puts the gentle in gentleman. Why then does this Oxford scholar find
herself at the altar with the darkly attractive financier Lucian Blackstone, whose murky past and
ruthless business practices strike fear in the hearts of Britain's peerage? Trust Hattie to take an
invigorating little adventure too far. Now she's stuck with a churlish Scot who just might be the end
of her ambitions.... When the daughter of his business rival all but falls into his lap, Lucian sees
opportunity. As a self-made man, he has vast wealth but holds little power, and Hattie might be the
key to finally setting long-harbored political plans in motion. Driven by an old desire for revenge, he
has no room for his new wife's apprehensions or romantic notions, bewitching as he finds her. But a
sudden journey to Scotland paints everything in a different light. Hattie slowly sees the real Lucian
and realizes she could win everything--as long as she is prepared to lose her heart.
  scandalous paintings from history: Latin American History through its Art and Literature
Jack Child, 2022-09-14 Latin American History through its Art and Literature uses 2,000 years of
Latin American history as the organizing theme, and then explores that history through the words of
the writer, the brush of the painter, the pen of the cartoonist, and the lens of the photographer.
Child includes the Latin (Spanish/Portuguese), the African, and the indigenous cultural heritages,
and shows how these strands have combined to produce a unique Latin American culture with
numerous national and regional variants. The book stresses an interdisciplinary approach to Latin
America and also focuses on the way the region has related to the United States. Numerous visuals
are included to illustrate these concepts.
  scandalous paintings from history: Travels with Tom Thomas Edwin Berry, PHD, 2014-10-01
Thomas Berry has always been a traveler by heart as his mother instilled this desire in him when he
was still in his youth. He first started traveling as an interpreter, teacher, researcher, and sometimes
working under the Ford Foundation then, in his retirement, as a lecturer for several cruise lines.
These experiences granted Thomas the opportunity of a lifetime that many people so desire—to see
the world’s enchanting beauty firsthand. Tom has visited many places in the different continents of
the world. And in every country that he has visited, he brings a story worth sharing with the
pertinent details never left out. So have you ever dreamed of traveling the world? Well, Travels with
Tom will give you a glimpse of the world’s finest. Tom will tour you in the different sites in America,
Canada, Europe, Australia, and Asia. Learn the diversity of each place’s culture, brief history, and
their respective people. Join Tom in his travels and uncover the magnificence of the world.
  scandalous paintings from history: Digest , 1892
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