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My Most Excellent Year by Steve Kluger: A Heartfelt Exploration of Youth,
Friendship, and Baseball

my most excellent year by steve kluger is a novel that captures the essence
of adolescence through the lens of friendship, love, and America’s favorite
pastime—baseball. Steve Kluger’s storytelling weaves together humor, heart,
and poignant moments, making this book a memorable read for fans of
contemporary young adult fiction. Whether you’re a baseball enthusiast or
someone who appreciates well-drawn characters and engaging narratives, this
book offers something special.

Discovering the Charm of My Most Excellent Year
by Steve Kluger

What makes my most excellent year by steve kluger stand out is its unique
narrative style and authentic portrayal of teenage life in the late 1970s.
The story unfolds through letters, diary entries, and transcripts, giving
readers an intimate glimpse into the lives of its characters. Kluger’s choice
to use epistolary format adds layers of depth, allowing us to experience the
characters' emotions and growth firsthand.

The book centers on three friends navigating the complexities of high school,
family dynamics, and personal identity, all set against the backdrop of the
1978 baseball season. This nostalgic setting provides not only a sense of
time and place but also deepens the emotional resonance of the story.

Exploring the Themes in My Most Excellent Year
by Steve Kluger

Friendship and Loyalty

At its core, my most excellent year by steve kluger is a celebration of
friendship. The bond between the main characters is tested and strengthened
as they face challenges typical of adolescence—romantic feelings, parental
expectations, and social pressures. Kluger does an excellent job of
illustrating how loyalty and understanding among friends can be a powerful
source of support and comfort.



Coming of Age and Self-Discovery

The novel beautifully captures the journey of self-discovery that many
teenagers undergo. Through the characters' letters and journal entries,
readers witness their evolving identities and the courage it takes to be
authentic. This theme resonates deeply with anyone who has ever felt
uncertain about their place in the world, making the book relatable across
generations.

Baseball as a Metaphor

Baseball isn’t just a sport in my most excellent year; it’s a metaphor for
life’s unpredictability and the importance of perseverance. The detailed
references to players, games, and statistics enrich the narrative, appealing
to baseball fans while also symbolizing the characters’ personal struggles
and triumphs. Kluger’s passion for the game shines through, adding
authenticity and charm.

Why Readers Love My Most Excellent Year by
Steve Kluger

One of the standout qualities of my most excellent year by steve kluger is
its humor. Kluger’s witty dialogue and clever observations keep readers
engaged and often bring a smile, even during more serious moments. The blend
of humor and heartfelt emotion creates a balanced reading experience that
feels both entertaining and meaningful.

Additionally, the novel’s historical context provides a nostalgic window into
the late 70s, complete with cultural references and social attitudes of the
time. This aspect appeals to readers who enjoy stories that are not only
character-driven but also rich in period detail.

Relatable Characters and Emotional Depth

Each character is thoughtfully developed, with distinct voices and
personalities that make them feel like real people rather than fictional
creations. Their struggles with identity, relationships, and family dynamics
are portrayed with sensitivity and nuance, inviting readers to empathize and
reflect on their own experiences.



Tips for Readers New to Steve Kluger’s Work

If you’re picking up my most excellent year by steve kluger for the first
time, here are a few tips to enhance your reading experience:

Embrace the epistolary format: The fragmented narrative might seem
unusual at first, but it offers a unique intimacy and immediacy. Take
your time to savor the different perspectives.

Appreciate the era: Familiarize yourself with the late 1970s cultural
and sporting references to fully appreciate the setting.

Engage with the baseball elements: Even if you’re not a baseball fan,
the sport’s role as a metaphor adds layers of meaning to the story.

Reflect on the themes: Pay attention to the themes of friendship,
identity, and growth—they’re at the heart of the novel’s impact.

My Most Excellent Year by Steve Kluger in the
Context of YA Literature

In the landscape of young adult literature, my most excellent year by steve
kluger occupies a special niche. It combines the charm of classic coming-of-
age stories with a distinctive voice and fresh narrative approach. The book’s
focus on LGBTQ+ themes, through the characters’ journeys of self-acceptance,
adds an important layer of inclusivity and representation, which is
increasingly valued in modern YA fiction.

Kluger’s work invites readers to explore the complexities of adolescence
without sugarcoating the difficulties, while also celebrating the joy and
discovery that come with growing up. This balance makes the novel both
educational and emotionally satisfying.

The Role of Baseball in YA Fiction

While sports-themed young adult books are common, my most excellent year by
steve kluger stands out for its integration of baseball not just as a
backdrop but as a central element that shapes the narrative. The game’s
rules, players, and culture mirror the characters’ experiences, making the
novel a rich text for readers interested in sports or metaphorical
storytelling.



Author Spotlight: Steve Kluger’s Unique Voice

Steve Kluger is known for his ability to blend humor, heart, and historical
detail in his writing. His background as a playwright and novelist shines
through in his sharp dialogue and well-paced storytelling. My most excellent
year reflects Kluger’s talent for creating relatable characters and
situations that resonate with readers well beyond the pages of the book.

Kluger’s dedication to authenticity is evident in the careful research and
genuine passion for baseball woven throughout the novel. This authenticity
enhances the overall reading experience, inviting readers to immerse
themselves fully in the world he creates.

Reading my most excellent year by steve kluger offers more than just a story;
it provides an opportunity to connect with timeless themes through a fresh
and engaging lens. Whether you’re revisiting the era or discovering it for
the first time, the novel promises a heartfelt journey worth taking.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'My Most Excellent Year'
by Steve Kluger?
The main theme of 'My Most Excellent Year' is the coming-of-age experience,
focusing on friendship, self-discovery, and the challenges of adolescence
during the 1980s.

Who are the central characters in 'My Most Excellent
Year' and how do they contribute to the story?
The central characters are Toby, Michael, and Alejandra, three teenagers
navigating their final year of high school. Their diverse backgrounds and
perspectives drive the narrative and highlight themes of identity, love, and
acceptance.

How does Steve Kluger incorporate historical or
cultural elements into 'My Most Excellent Year'?
Steve Kluger sets the story in 1986, weaving in cultural references like
baseball, music, and social attitudes of the time, which enriches the setting
and adds authenticity to the characters' experiences.

What narrative style is used in 'My Most Excellent



Year' and how does it affect the reader's
experience?
The novel uses an epistolary format, including emails, diary entries, and
transcripts, which creates an intimate and engaging perspective, allowing
readers to connect deeply with the characters' thoughts and emotions.

What are some challenges the characters face in 'My
Most Excellent Year' and how do they overcome them?
The characters face challenges such as dealing with family issues, exploring
their sexual identities, and confronting fears about the future. They
overcome these through mutual support, honesty, and personal growth.

Why is 'My Most Excellent Year' considered an
important book for young adult readers?
It addresses relevant adolescent issues with humor and sensitivity, promoting
empathy and understanding around topics like identity, friendship, and
acceptance, making it a meaningful and relatable read for young adults.

Additional Resources
My Most Excellent Year by Steve Kluger: A Thoughtful Exploration of
Adolescence and Baseball

my most excellent year by steve kluger emerges as a compelling narrative that
intertwines themes of adolescence, friendship, and the timeless allure of
baseball. This novel, penned by Steve Kluger, has captivated readers with its
unique epistolary style and heartfelt portrayal of a pivotal year in the
lives of three teenagers. As a work that straddles the line between young
adult fiction and historical nostalgia, it offers fertile ground for literary
analysis and reflection on its enduring appeal.

In-depth Analysis of My Most Excellent Year by
Steve Kluger

Steve Kluger's novel is set against the backdrop of 1963, a year marked by
significant cultural and social change in America. The story unfolds through
a series of letters, diary entries, and other personal documents written by
the three protagonists: Matt, Bix, and Alfred. This epistolary format invites
readers into the intimate thoughts and emotions of the characters, creating a
multifaceted perspective rarely found in conventional narratives.

One of the most striking features of my most excellent year by steve kluger



is its authentic and nuanced portrayal of teenage life. The novel deftly
captures the complexities of adolescence—the excitement and confusion of
first love, the trials of friendship, and the struggle for identity. Kluger’s
use of humor and warmth allows the story to resonate with readers across
generations while maintaining a sincere tone that avoids trivializing the
challenges faced by young people.

Character Development and Dynamics

The three protagonists serve as well-crafted conduits for exploring diverse
aspects of growing up. Matt, an aspiring baseball player, embodies the
passion and determination often associated with youth. His love for the sport
is a central theme, anchoring the narrative in a broader cultural context.
Bix, a Jewish girl navigating her own set of challenges, adds depth and
complexity to the storyline, particularly through her reflections on faith
and societal expectations. Alfred, a Black teenager with dreams of becoming a
writer, introduces themes of racial identity and ambition amid the civil
rights era.

Kluger’s character development is meticulous, allowing each voice to shine
distinctly while contributing to the cohesive whole. Their interactions
reveal the evolving nature of friendships during adolescence—marked by
moments of joy, misunderstanding, and growth.

Baseball as a Cultural and Emotional Touchstone

Baseball is more than just a backdrop in my most excellent year by steve
kluger; it functions as a metaphor for hope, perseverance, and the
unpredictability of life. The novel’s detailed descriptions of games,
players, and stadiums are not mere nostalgia but serve to ground the
narrative in a tangible reality. Kluger’s own passion for the sport
translates into vivid storytelling that appeals to both baseball enthusiasts
and casual readers.

The sport also acts as a unifying force among the characters, bridging their
diverse backgrounds and aspirations. This aspect of the novel has been
highlighted in numerous reviews as one of its strongest points, effectively
blending the personal and the universal.

Comparative Context and Literary Features

Situating my most excellent year by steve kluger within the broader landscape
of young adult literature reveals several notable comparisons. Unlike many
contemporary YA novels that focus heavily on dystopian or fantasy elements,
Kluger opts for realism infused with historical detail. This choice lends the



book a timeless quality, making it accessible to readers interested in both
coming-of-age stories and historical fiction.

The epistolary format itself is a nod to classic literature, reminiscent of
works like "The Perks of Being a Wallflower" or "84, Charing Cross Road."
However, Kluger’s integration of humor and baseball culture sets his work
apart, creating a unique niche that appeals to a wide demographic.

Pros and Cons of the Novel’s Structure and Style

Pros: The epistolary style fosters intimacy and immediacy, allowing
readers to engage deeply with the characters’ inner worlds.

The historical setting enriches the narrative, providing context and
depth without overwhelming the personal stories.

Humor and lighthearted moments balance the more serious themes,
enhancing readability.

Cons: Some readers may find the fragmented narrative challenging, as the
story requires piecing together perspectives from different voices.

The focus on baseball and 1960s culture may limit appeal for readers
less interested in sports or historical settings.

Why My Most Excellent Year by Steve Kluger
Resonates Today

Decades after its publication, my most excellent year by steve kluger
continues to find relevance among readers. Its exploration of universal
themes such as friendship, identity, and resilience transcends the
particularities of its time period. Moreover, the novel’s candid discussion
of race, religion, and social change remains pertinent, offering valuable
insights into America’s past and present.

In the digital age, where communication often feels impersonal, the book’s
reliance on letters and personal writings evokes a sense of nostalgia for
more deliberate and thoughtful exchanges. This stylistic choice enhances the
emotional impact and encourages readers to reflect on their own relationships
and experiences.

Additionally, the novel’s appeal to baseball fans cannot be understated. As a
sport deeply embedded in American culture, baseball serves as a bridge
connecting generations, making the story accessible and engaging to a broad



audience.

Critical Reception and Reader Impact

My most excellent year by steve kluger has garnered positive reviews for its
heartfelt storytelling and authentic characterization. Critics often praise
Kluger’s skill in balancing humor with serious themes, creating a narrative
that is both entertaining and meaningful.

Reader responses frequently highlight the novel’s emotional resonance and its
ability to capture the essence of adolescence without resorting to clichés.
The book’s inclusion in school curricula and reading lists further attests to
its educational and literary value.

In summary, my most excellent year by steve kluger stands as a significant
contribution to young adult literature, offering a rich tapestry of themes
and characters brought to life through a distinctive narrative style. Its
enduring popularity underscores the timeless nature of its story and the
skill with which Kluger crafts a world that feels both personal and
universal.
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  my most excellent year by steve kluger: My Most Excellent Year Steve Kluger, 2009-02-19
Best friends and unofficial brothers since they were six, ninth-graders T.C. and Augie have got the
world figured out. But that all changes when both friends fall in love for the first time. Enter Al‚.
She's pretty, sassy, and on her way to Harvard. T.C. falls hard, but Al‚ is playing hard to get.
Meanwhile, Augie realizes that he's got a crush on a boy. It's not so clear to him, but to his family
and friends, it's totally obvious! Told in alternating perspectives, this is the hilarious and touching
story of their most excellent year, where these three friends discover love, themselves, and how a
little magic and Mary Poppins can go a long way.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: A Love Story Starring My Dead Best Friend
Emily Horner, 2010-06-10 For months, Cass has heard her best friend, Julia, whisper about a secret
project. When Julia dies in a car accident, her drama friends decide to bring the project?a musical
called Totally Sweet Ninja Death Squad?to fruition. But Cass isn't a drama person. She can?t take a
summer of painting sets, and she won?t spend long hours with Heather, the girl who made her
miserable all through middle school and has somehow landed the leading role. So Cass takes off. In
alternating chapters, she spends the first part of summer on a cross-country bike trip and the rest
swallowing her pride, making props, and?of all things?falling for Heather. This is a story of the
breadth of love. Of the depth of friendship. And of the most hilarious musical one quiet suburb has
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ever seen.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Young Adult Literature Michael Cart, 2010-09
Helps YA librarians who want to freshen up their readers advisory skills, teachers who use novels in
the classroom, and adult services librarians who increasingly find themselves addressing the queries
of teen patrons.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Portrait of the Artist as a Young Adult Lois Thomas
Stover, Connie S. Zitlow, 2013-10-30 Young adults often struggle with confusion or guilt because
they perceive themselves as different from others, especially their peers. For some of these
individuals, the arts can help them cope with adolescent turmoil, allowing them to express their
emotions in poems, stories, painting, songs, and other creative outlets. Sensitive teachers and
parents know how important it is for young people to realize that they are not alone in their quest
for self-knowledge and finding their way in the world. It can make a difference when readers find
something in a book that helps them understand more about who they are and helps them
understand others. In Portrait of the Artist as a Young Adult: The Arts in Young Adult Literature,
Lois Thomas Stover and Connie S. Zitlow examine books in which the coming-of-age for young adults
is influenced by the arts. Stover and Zitlow consider the connection between the arts and a young
person’s developing sense of self, the use of art to cope with loss and grief, and how young adults
can use art to foster catharsis and healing. The young people in these books either identify as artists
or use the arts in intentional ways to explore their identities. They often have artistic gifts that make
them stand outside the norms of teenage life, yet those gifts also help them find a sense of
community. Artists considered in this book include painters, photographers, sculptors, actors,
directors, choreographers, dancers, composers, musicians, graffiti artists, and others. The books
discussed also explore the ways adults can nurture the artist’s development and understand the way
young people sometimes use the arts to form their unique identity. Included is an annotated
bibliography organized by art discipline, as well as an appendix about using the arts pedagogically,
making Portrait of the Artist as a Young Adult a valuable resource for educators, parents, librarians,
and young adults.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: What Would My Cell Phone Do? Micol Ostow,
2011-06-09 When Aggie Eckhart's family moves from Miami, Florida, to Denville, Alaska, because of
her father's job, Aggie feels like a fish out of water. Not only is frozen Denville a far cry from sunny
Miami, but she's got no friends, her mother is driving her crazy, and she loses her cell phone within
the first monthÑ cutting off her lifeline to civilization. But when an online search for her phone
(using the schmancy built-in GPS tracker) reveals that the cell is enjoying life up north much more
than Aggie is, she adopts a whole new outlook. No more woe-is-me, now it's all WWMCPD (What
Would My Cell Phone Do)? And before Aggie knows it, things are looking a whole lot brighter in this
charming, fun, and lighthearted YA romance.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Young Adult Literature, Fourth Edition Michael Cart,
2022-05-09 Editorial Advisory Board: Sarah Park Dahlen, Associate Professor, School of Information
Sciences, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign; Marianne Martens, Associate Professor, School
of Information, Kent State University; Amy Pattee, Associate Professor and Co-coordinator of
Dual-Degree MS LIS/MA Children’s Literature, School of Library and Information Science,
Children’s Literature, Simmons University “Comprehensive and substantial ... a highly
recommended resource, raved VOYA about the third edition. Now, to keep pace with changes in the
field of publishing and realign itself to the newest generation of young adults, Cart returns with a
sweeping update of his classic text. Relied upon by educators, LIS instructors and students, and
practitioners for its insight and thoroughness, his book surveys the landscape of YA lit both past and
present, sketching out its origins and showing how it has evolved to deal with subjects every bit as
complex as its audience; closely examines teen demographics, literacy, audiobooks, the future of
print, the role of literary criticism, and other key topics; provides updated coverage of perennially
popular genre fiction, including horror, sci fi, and dystopian fiction; delves deeply into multicultural
and LGBTQIA+ literature, substantially updated in this edition; features expansive interviews with



best-selling authors like Eric Shanower, Jackie Woodson, and Bill Konigsberg as well as several
publishers and leaders in the field; discusses the impact of the Printz Award, ALAN’s Walden Award,
the National Book Award, The Los Angeles Times Book Award, and other honors; and features
abundant bibliographic material to aid in readers' advisory and collection development.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Sophomores and Other Oxymorons David Lubar,
2016-05 Companion to Sleeping Freshmen Never Lie--Cover.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: A Study Guide for Prince Gomolvilas's "The Theory
of Everything" Gale, Cengage Learning, A Study Guide for Prince Gomolvilas's The Theory of
Everything, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Drama for Students.This concise study guide includes
plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions
for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Drama for Students for all of
your research needs.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Children, Deafness, and Deaf Cultures in Popular
Media John Stephens, Vivian Yenika-Agbaw, 2022-12-28 Contributions by Cynthia Neese Bailes, Nina
Batt, Lijun Bi, Hélène Charderon, Stuart Ching, Helene Ehriander, Xiangshu Fang, Sara
Kersten-Parish, Helen Kilpatrick, Jessica Kirkness, Sung-Ae Lee, Jann Pataray-Ching, Angela Schill,
Josh Simpson, John Stephens, Corinne Walsh, Nerida Wayland, and Vivian Yenika-Agbaw Children,
Deafness, and Deaf Cultures in Popular Media examines how creative works have depicted what it
means to be a deaf or hard of hearing child in the modern world. In this collection of critical essays,
scholars discuss works that cover wide-ranging subjects and themes: growing up deaf in a hearing
world, stigmas associated with deafness, rival modes of communication, friendship and
discrimination, intergenerational tensions between hearing and nonhearing family members, and the
complications of establishing self-identity in increasingly complex societies. Contributors explore
most of the major genres of children’s literature and film, including realistic fiction, particularly
young adult novels, as well as works that make deft use of humor and parody. Further, scholars
consider the expressive power of multimodal forms such as graphic novel and film to depict
experience from the perspective of children. Representation of the point of view of child characters
is central to this body of work and to the intersections of deafness with discourses of diversity and
social justice. The child point of view supports a subtle advocacy of a wider understanding of the
multiple ways of being D/deaf and the capacity of D/deaf children to give meaning to their unique
experiences, especially as they find themselves moving between hearing and Deaf communities.
These essays will alert scholars of children’s literature, as well as the reading public, to the many
representations of deafness that, like deafness itself, pervade all cultures and are not limited to
specific racial or sociocultural groups.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Stories for Every Classroom Beverly A. Brenna ,
2015 Academic study of children's literature has explored various aspects of diversity; however,
little research has examined Canadian books that portray characters with disabilities. This relevant
and timely text addresses the significant dearth of research by exploring the treatment of disability
in Canadian literature for young people. Engaging and highly accessible, this text will assist
teachers, teacher educators, and teacher candidates in finding and using books about characters
where disability is a part of their characterization, supporting the development of curricula that
reflect critical literacy and social justice issues. Stories for Every Classroom explores the historical
patterns and trends, theoretical frameworks, and critical literacy methods used to understand and
teach children's literature and its portrayal of characters with disabilities. It provides educators with
curriculum ideas and enriches the body of resources shared with children in K-12 settings for the
purposes of developing imagination, empathy, and understanding of self and others. Featuring
author portraits, comprehensive annotated bibliographies of contemporary Canadian children's
books that depict characters with disabilities, and read-on bibliographies that provide connections
with other books in the field, this unique text will be an invaluable resource for educators.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Her Next Chapter Lori Day, Charlotte Kugler,
2014-05-01 Filled with practical advice, inspired reading lists, and thoughtful analysis of the



challenges girls face, this book is an indispensable guide for anyone who cares about raising girls to
be leaders. —June Cohen, executive producer, TED Mother-daughter book clubs can help you
navigate the daunting challenges of raising confident and mighty girls. This comprehensive guide,
rich with discussion ideas and book, film, and media recommendations, will inspire more mothers to
start their own book clubs. —Lesli Rotenberg, general manager, Children's Media, PBS
Mother-daughter book clubs can do more than encourage reading, bonding, and socializing,
suggests educational psychologist and parenting coach Lori Day. They can create a safe haven
where girls can discuss and navigate the challenges of girlhood today. In Her Next Chapter, Day
draws from experiences in her own club and her expertise as an educator to offer a timely and
empowering take on mother-daughter book clubs. She provides overviews of eight of the biggest
challenges facing girls today while weaving in carefully chosen book, movie, and media
recommendations; thoughtful discussion questions and prompts; and suggested fun group activities.
Lori Day, M.Ed., is an educational psychologist, consultant, and parenting coach with Lori Day
Consulting. She has worked in the field of education for over 25 years and is a contributing blogger
at the Huffington Post and several other websites, writing about parenting, education, gender,
popular culture, and media. She lives in Newburyport, Massachusetts. Charlotte Kugler, Day's
daughter, is a student at Mount Holyoke College. She lives in South Hadley, Massachusetts.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Alternating Narratives in Fiction for Young
Readers Perry Nodelman, 2017-04-17 This book is about the implications of novels for young
readers that tell their stories by alternating between different narrative lines focused on different
characters. It asks: if you make sense of fiction by identifying with one main character, how do you
handle two or more of them? Do novels with alternating narratives diverge from longstanding
conventions and represent a significant change in literature for young readers? If not, how do these
novels manage to operate within the parameters of those conventions? This book considers answers
to these questions by means of a series of close readings that explore the structural, educational and
ideological implications of a variety of American, British, Canadian and Australian novels for
children and for young adults.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Young Adult Literature: From Romance to Realism,
Third Edition Michael Cart, 2017-11-21
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Wolves, Boys, and Other Things That Might Kill
Me Kristen Chandler, 2011-05-12 It's K.J.'s junior year in the small town of West End, Montana, and
whether she likes it or not, things are different this year. Over the summer, she turned from the blah
daughter of a hunting and fishing guide into a noticeably cuter version of the outdoor loner.
Normally, K.J. wouldn't care less, but then she meets Virgil, whose mom is studying the controversial
wolf packs in nearby Yellowstone Park. And from the moment Virgil casts a glance at her from under
his shaggy blond hair, K.J. is uncharacteristically smitten. Soon, both K.J. and Virgil are spending a
lot of their time watching the wolves (and each other), and K.J. begins to see herself and her town in
a whole new light.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: The Fine Art of Truth or Dare Melissa Jensen,
2012-02-16 Pretty in Pink meets Anna and the French Kiss in this charming romantic comedy Ella is
nearly invisible at the Willing School, and that's just fine by her. She's got her friends - the fabulous
Frankie and their sweet cohort Sadie. She's got her art - and her idol, the unappreciated
19th-century painter Edward Willing. Still, it's hard being a nobody and having a crush on the
biggest somebody in the school: Alex Bainbridge. Especially when he is your French tutor, and
lessons have started becoming, well, certainly more interesting than French ever has been before.
But can the invisible girl actually end up with a happily ever after with the golden boy, when no one
even knows they're dating? And is Ella going to dare to be that girl?
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for Teens
Nancy J. Keane, 2012-03-14 Building on the author's work in The Big Book of Teen Reading Lists,
this book provides 101 new and revised reading lists created in consultation with teachers and
public librarians—an invaluable resource for any educator who plans activities for children that



involve using literature. Nancy J. Keane is the author of the award-winning website
Booktalks—Quick and Simple (nancykeane.com/booktalks), as well as the creator of the open
collaboration wiki ATN Book Lists. With her latest book, 101 Great, Ready-to-Use Book Lists for
Teens, she provides another indispensable resource for librarians and teachers. The lists in this book
are the result of careful consultation with teachers and public librarians, and from discussions on
professional email lists. These indispensable lists can be utilized in many ways—for example, as
handouts to teachers as suggested reading, to create book displays, or as display posters in the
library. This collection will facilitate the creation of valuable reading lists to support the extended
reading demands of today's teens.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: Representing the Rainbow in Young Adult Literature
Christine A. Jenkins, Michael Cart, 2018-03-20 Discussions of gender and sexuality have become
part of mainstream conversations and are being reflected in the work of more and more writers of
fiction, particularly in literature aimed at young adult audiences. But young readers, regardless of
their sexual orientation, don’t always know what books offer well-rounded portrayals of queer
characters and situations. Fortunately, finding positive role models in fiction that features LGBTQ+
themes has become less problematic, though not without its challenges. In Representing the
Rainbow in Young Adult Literature: LGBTQ+ Content since 1969, Christine Jenkins and Michael
Cart provide an overview of the literary landscape. An expanded version of The Heart Has Its
Reasons, this volume charts the evolution of YA literature that features characters and themes which
resonate not only with LGBTQ+ readers but with their allies as well. In this resource, Jenkins and
Cart identify titles that are notable either for their excellence—accurate, thoughtful, and tactful
depictions—or deficiencies—books that are wrongheaded, stereotypical, or outdated. Each chapter
has been significantly updated, and this edition also includes new chapters on bisexual, transgender,
and intersex issues and characters, as well as chapters on comics, graphic novels, and works of
nonfiction. This book also features an annotated bibliography and a number of author-title lists of
books discussed in the text that will aid teachers, librarians, parents, and teen readers.
Encompassing a wider array of sexual identities, Representing the Rainbow in Young Adult
Literature is an invaluable resource for young people eager to read about books relevant to them
and their lives.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: The Common Core Approach to Building Literacy in
Boys Liz Knowles, Martha Smith, 2014-05-27 Written with a focus on the English Language Arts
Common Core Standards, this book provides a complete plan for developing a literacy program that
focuses on boys pre-K through grade 12. Despite the fact that reading and literacy among boys has
been an area of concern for years, this issue remains unresolved today. Additionally, the emphasis
and focus have changed due to the implementation of the English Language Arts Common Core
Standards. How can educators best encourage male students to read, and what new technologies
and techniques can serve this objective? The Common Core Approach to Building Literacy in Boys is
an essential resource and reference for teachers, librarians, and parents seeking to encourage
reading in boys from preschool to 12th grade. Providing a wide array of useful, up-to-date
information that emphasizes the English Language Arts Common Core Standards, the bibliographies
and descriptions of effective strategies in this book will enable you to boost reading interest and
performance in boys. The chapters cover 16 different topics of interest to boys, all accompanied by a
complete bibliography for each subject area, discussion questions, writing connections, and
annotated new and classic nonfiction titles. Information on specific magazines, annotated
professional titles, books made into film, websites, and apps that will help you get boys interested in
reading is also included.
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: The Educator's Guide to LGBT+ Inclusion Kryss
Shane, 2020-05-21 The rates of bullying, truancy due to lack of safety in schools, and subsequent
suicidality for LGBT+ youth are exponentially higher than for non-LGBT+ youth. As a result, many
American K-12 students are suffering needlessly and many school leaders are unsure of what to do.
This book solves that problem. Setting out best practices and professional guidance for creating



LGBT+ inclusive learning in schools, this approachable and easy to follow book guides teachers,
educators, administrators, and school staff toward appropriate and proven ways to create safer
learning environments, update school policies, enhance curricula, and better support LGBT+ youth
as they learn. Featuring real-life situations and scenarios, a glossary, and further resources, this
book enables professionals in a variety of school roles to integrate foundational concepts into their
everyday interactions with students, families, and staff to create an overall school culture that
nurtures a welcoming, inclusive, and affirming environment for all. This book can be utilized by
independent readers, department teams, and entire school district reading experiences. This book
also includes brand new, never before seen postcards from PostSecret as its foreword and its
afterword is written by James Lecesne, co-founder of The Trevor Project. Also inside is the very first
(and likely only ever) interview by the leaders of Parents of Transgender Children, the world's
largest support group of its kind. **An audiobook version will become available in Spring 2020!
  my most excellent year by steve kluger: The Medical Professional's Guide to LGBT+
Inclusion Kryss Shane, 2023-05-25 The rates of medical bullying, absences by LGBT+ professionals
due to lack of safety in the workplace, and subsequent suicidality for LGBT+ youth and adults are
exponentially higher than for non-LGBT+ youth and adults. As a result, many LGBT+ patients and
professionals are suffering needlessly, and many business leaders are unsure of what to do. This
book solves that problem. Featuring real-life situations and scenarios, a glossary, and further
resources, this book enables professionals in a variety of business roles to integrate foundational
concepts into their everyday interactions with potential and current employees to create an overall
medical workplace culture that nurtures a welcoming, inclusive, and affirming environment for all.
This book can be utilized by independent readers, department teams, and entire medical
corporations reading experiences. Setting out best practices and professional guidance for creating
an LGBT+ inclusive medical workplace, this approachable and easy-to-follow book guides medical
leaders and anyone working in a medical facility toward appropriate and proven ways to create safer
working environments, update workplace policies, enhance hiring and staff retention protocols, and
better support LGBT+ employees in the workplace as well as for LGBT+ patient experiences. The
real-life scenarios are a unique feature of this book. While many offer information, this book is
practical and requires active engagement with the material for the reader. The scenarios offer the
reader the opportunity to try out the foundational knowledge they obtained in earlier chapters by
giving real business place experiences that others have been challenged by. After reading the
scenario, there are intentional pointed thought questions, which can be used for discussion if the
book is read in groups or teams. This encourages teamwork and shared learning. Then, readers will
receive guidance from America’s leading LGBT+ expert, who uses her 25+ years of experience to
guide the reader as if they were receiving individualized guidance right from her to them!
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