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Two Brothers Ben Elton: Exploring the Depths of a Classic Novel

two brothers ben elton is a phrase that might initially confuse readers,
especially those familiar with the British writer Ben Elton. While Ben Elton
is widely known for his sharp wit, groundbreaking comedy, and insightful
social commentary, the term “Two Brothers” may not be the first association
with his work. However, this phrase offers a fascinating gateway into
understanding the themes and narrative styles that resonate throughout Ben
Elton’s writing. Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to his novels,
exploring the concept of “two brothers” in the context of Ben Elton’s
storytelling opens up a rich discussion about family dynamics, moral
conflicts, and the power of humor.

Who is Ben Elton?

Before diving into the idea of "two brothers" in Ben Elton’s work, it’s
helpful to understand who Ben Elton is. Born in 1959 in London, Ben Elton is
a prolific British comedian, author, playwright, and director. He gained
prominence in the 1980s for his work on groundbreaking TV shows like *The
Young Ones* and *Blackadder*, which combined biting satire with absurd humor.
Beyond comedy, Elton is also an accomplished novelist, with books that blend
humor with social critique, often focusing on contemporary issues.

His writing style is known for its sharp dialogue, quick wit, and the ability
to weave complex characters into engaging narratives. While Ben Elton’s
novels don’t always center explicitly around sibling relationships, the “two
brothers” motif can be seen as an allegory for the conflicting forces within
society, family, or even within ourselves.

Understanding the “Two Brothers” Motif in Ben
Elton’s Work

The idea of “two brothers” often symbolizes duality — two sides of the same
coin. In literature, it can represent conflict, loyalty, rivalry, or even
reconciliation. Although Ben Elton doesn’t have a novel explicitly titled
“Two Brothers,” many of his stories explore similar themes through character
relationships that mirror the complexity and tension found between brothers.

Duality and Conflict

In Ben Elton’s novels, there’s frequently a tension between opposing forces:



tradition versus modernity, idealism versus cynicism, or individual desires
versus societal expectations. These conflicts can be metaphorically
understood through the lens of two brothers, each embodying different values
or perspectives. For example, in *Popcorn* — one of Elton’s best-known novels
— the clash between violent media influences and societal norms echoes this
duality.

Family and Loyalty

Family dynamics, while not always the central focus in Elton’s books, play a
significant role in shaping his characters’ motivations and decisions. The
metaphor of two brothers can help readers appreciate how loyalty and betrayal
intermingle in his stories. Whether it’s characters standing together against
external threats or struggling with internal moral dilemmas, the sibling bond
imagery adds emotional depth to his narratives.

Why the Concept of Two Brothers Resonates in
Literature and Beyond

The theme of two brothers is timeless and transcends genres and cultures. It
taps into fundamental human experiences — rivalry, protection, betrayal, and
unconditional love. Ben Elton’s approach to storytelling, with its mix of
humor and pathos, naturally complements this theme, even if indirectly.

Exploring Moral Ambiguities

One reason the “two brothers” idea fits well with Ben Elton’s writing is his
fascination with moral ambiguity. His characters often inhabit gray areas
rather than clear-cut heroes or villains, much like two brothers might have
contrasting yet intertwined moral compasses. This complexity invites readers
to question their own judgments and biases.

Reflecting Social and Political Issues

Ben Elton is not just a storyteller; he’s a commentator on social and
political life. The motif of two brothers can also symbolize societal
divisions — between classes, ideologies, or generations. His novels often
challenge the status quo, encouraging readers to consider multiple
viewpoints, much like understanding the perspectives of two brothers in
conflict.



Ben Elton’s Narrative Techniques that Highlight
Relationships Like Two Brothers

Ben Elton’s narrative style plays a crucial role in bringing relationships to
life, whether between brothers or other characters. His use of humor, irony,
and sharp dialogue creates a vivid emotional landscape.

Use of Satire and Wit

Elton’s signature satire helps illuminate the absurdities within family or
social relationships. Through witty banter and comedic situations, he exposes
underlying tensions that may exist between siblings or close relations,
making these dynamics more relatable and entertaining.

Multi-dimensional Characters

Characters in Ben Elton’s novels are rarely one-dimensional. They are often
flawed, conflicted, and evolving — much like real-life siblings who grow and
change over time. This depth allows readers to see beyond surface-level
conflicts to the motivations and emotions that drive behavior.

Plot Structures That Mirror Familial Tensions

The pacing and structure of Elton’s stories often mimic the push-and-pull
nature of family relationships. Moments of intense drama are interspersed
with humor and reflection, reflecting how brothers might clash and reconcile
in real life.

Tips for Readers Interested in Themes of Two
Brothers in Ben Elton’s Work

If you’re intrigued by the idea of exploring “two brothers” themes within Ben
Elton’s novels or similar literature, here are some tips to deepen your
reading experience:

Focus on Character Relationships: Pay attention to how characters
interact and contrast with each other, even if they are not literal
siblings.

Look for Symbolism: Consider how dualities and oppositions in the story



might symbolize brotherly relationships or broader societal divides.

Appreciate the Humor: Don’t overlook the comedic elements—they often
highlight the complexities and ironies of close relationships.

Reflect on Moral Questions: Engage with the ethical dilemmas presented,
as they often reveal deeper conflicts akin to sibling rivalry or
alliance.

Explore Different Genres: Ben Elton’s work spans comedy, drama, and
thriller genres. Comparing how these themes play out across genres can
offer new insights.

Connecting Two Brothers Ben Elton to Broader
Literary Traditions

The theme of two brothers is a cornerstone in literature, from biblical tales
like Cain and Abel to modern novels exploring family and identity. Ben
Elton’s work, with its modern sensibilities and social critiques, adds a
fresh voice to this enduring motif.

His novels invite readers to see beyond black-and-white thinking and
appreciate the complexity of human relationships. By interpreting the “two
brothers” concept metaphorically, readers can uncover layers of meaning about
loyalty, conflict, and reconciliation that resonate widely.

In the end, thinking about “two brothers ben elton” isn’t just about any
specific book or story but about embracing a way to read his work—as
explorations of duality, connection, and the sometimes messy reality of human
bonds. Whether through humor, drama, or social commentary, Ben Elton’s
writing challenges us to look at relationships with fresh eyes and an open
mind.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who are the two brothers mentioned in Ben Elton's
works?
Ben Elton's works often explore themes around family and relationships, but
there is no specific reference to 'two brothers' as central characters in his
major works.



Has Ben Elton written a book or play titled 'Two
Brothers'?
No, Ben Elton has not written a book or play titled 'Two Brothers'. He is
known for works like 'Popcorn', 'Gridlock', and his involvement in
'Blackadder' and 'The Young Ones'.

What are common themes in Ben Elton's writing
related to family?
Ben Elton's writing frequently explores themes such as social issues, family
dynamics, and human relationships, often with a satirical and comedic tone.

Is 'Two Brothers' a TV show or movie written by Ben
Elton?
No, there is no record of a TV show or movie titled 'Two Brothers' written by
Ben Elton. His notable TV contributions include 'Blackadder' and 'The Thin
Blue Line'.

Are there any notable characters described as
brothers in Ben Elton's stories?
While Ben Elton's works feature various characters, there are no famously
recognized pairs of brothers that stand out across his bibliography.

Where can I find more information about Ben Elton's
works?
You can find more information about Ben Elton's works on his official
website, literary databases like Goodreads, or through interviews and
articles available online.

Additional Resources
Two Brothers Ben Elton: A Critical Examination of the Sitcom and Its Legacy

two brothers ben elton is a phrase that immediately conjures memories of a
distinctive British sitcom from the mid-1980s, penned by the renowned
playwright and comedian Ben Elton. The show, which bore the same name as the
phrase, occupies a unique place in British television history, blending sharp
wit, social commentary, and the comedic dynamics of sibling rivalry. This
article undertakes a comprehensive review of "Two Brothers" by Ben Elton,
analyzing its thematic elements, narrative structure, reception, and its
place within the broader context of British comedy.



Background and Context of Two Brothers Ben
Elton

Ben Elton emerged in the 1980s as a significant voice in British comedy
writing, known for his incisive social satire and contributions to seminal
series such as "The Young Ones" and "Blackadder." "Two Brothers," while not
as widely celebrated as these works, represents an essential stepping stone
in Elton's career. The show aired during a period when British sitcoms were
evolving away from traditional setups toward more character-driven and
socially aware narratives.

The premise of "Two Brothers" centers around the complex relationship between
two siblings, whose contrasting personalities set the stage for both conflict
and comedy. The show's narrative is grounded in everyday situations, yet it
is infused with Elton's characteristic biting humor and cultural
observations.

The Sitcom's Narrative and Character Dynamics

At the core of "Two Brothers" lies the exploration of family dynamics,
particularly focusing on the tension and affection that coexist between
brothers. The characters are crafted with depth, avoiding one-dimensional
portrayals common in sitcoms of that era. One brother often embodies a more
pragmatic, grounded outlook, while the other tends to be idealistic or
impulsive, creating a natural source of comedic friction.

This dynamic is a classic comedic trope but is executed with a nuanced
approach in Elton’s writing. The dialogue is sharp, often highlighting
societal issues subtly through the brothers’ interactions. Themes such as
class disparity, generational divides, and personal ambition are woven into
the humor, making the show resonate beyond mere comedy.

Stylistic Features and Writing Techniques

Ben Elton’s signature style is evident in "Two Brothers," characterized by
rapid-fire dialogue, clever wordplay, and a willingness to confront
uncomfortable truths through humor. Unlike many sitcoms that rely heavily on
slapstick or situational comedy, this series leans on its writing strength
and character development.

One notable feature is the show's use of irony and sarcasm as tools to
critique contemporary social norms. Elton's experience with stand-up comedy
and live performances informs the rhythm and pacing of the episodes,
maintaining audience engagement through witty exchanges and unexpected
punchlines.



Comparative Analysis with Other Ben Elton Works

When comparing "Two Brothers Ben Elton" with other projects in Elton’s
oeuvre, such as "The Young Ones" or "Blackadder," the sitcom stands out for
its more restrained tone and focus on interpersonal relationships rather than
overt absurdity or historical parody. While "The Young Ones" embraced
anarchic humor and surrealism, "Two Brothers" opts for a grounded realism
that reflects everyday family struggles.

This contrast illustrates Elton’s versatility as a writer, capable of
traversing different comedic styles. However, this also meant that "Two
Brothers" did not achieve the cult status of some of his more experimental
works, possibly due to its subtler approach and less flamboyant presentation.

Reception and Cultural Impact

Upon its release, "Two Brothers" received a mixed reception from critics and
audiences alike. Some praised its intelligent writing and relatable
characters, while others found the pacing slower compared to the more fast-
paced sitcoms dominating the airwaves at the time. The show’s modest ratings
and limited number of episodes contributed to its relative obscurity in the
annals of British television.

Despite this, the sitcom has garnered a niche following among fans of Ben
Elton’s work who appreciate its thoughtful handling of family and societal
themes. It serves as an example of how sitcoms can blend humor with
meaningful commentary without resorting to gimmicks.

Legacy and Influence on British Comedy

Though not a mainstream hit, "Two Brothers Ben Elton" influenced subsequent
British sitcoms that sought to balance comedy with realism. Its emphasis on
character-driven narratives paved the way for future series exploring
familial and social issues through humor.

Moreover, the show is often studied by scholars and enthusiasts of television
comedy as a reflection of 1980s Britain, capturing the ethos of a generation
navigating economic and cultural shifts. The show’s subtle critique of social
structures aligns with Elton’s broader commitment to using comedy as a
platform for social awareness.

Strengths and Limitations of Two Brothers Ben



Elton

Strengths: Sharp writing, well-developed characters, socially relevant
themes, nuanced humor.

Limitations: Limited audience reach, slower pacing compared to
contemporaries, overshadowed by Elton’s more popular works.

The strengths of "Two Brothers" lie primarily in its intelligent script and
the authentic portrayal of sibling relationships. Its limitations, however,
suggest that it may not appeal to viewers seeking quick laughs or high-energy
comedic styles.

Availability and Modern Accessibility

Today, "Two Brothers Ben Elton" remains less accessible than many other
sitcoms from its era, with limited availability on streaming platforms or
home media. This scarcity has contributed to its status as a somewhat
forgotten gem among British comedy enthusiasts.

Efforts to digitize and re-release such shows could potentially introduce
"Two Brothers" to a new generation of viewers interested in the evolution of
sitcoms and the early work of prominent writers like Ben Elton.

---

In examining "Two Brothers Ben Elton," one uncovers a thoughtfully crafted
sitcom that combines humor with social insight. While it may not have
achieved widespread acclaim, its contribution to British comedic storytelling
and its reflection of familial complexities remain noteworthy. As part of Ben
Elton’s diverse body of work, it offers an intriguing study in balancing
comedy with realism, an approach that continues to influence the genre today.
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most personal novel to date, Two Brothers transports the reader to the time of history's darkest
hour. Berlin 1920 Two babies are born. Two brothers. United and indivisible, sharing everything.
Twins in all but blood. As Germany marches into its Nazi Armageddon, the ties of family, friendship
and love are tested to the very limits of endurance. And the brothers are faced with an unimaginable
choice... Which one of them will survive?
  two brothers ben elton: What is History Teaching, Now? A practical handbook for all history
teachers and educators Alex Fairlamb, Rachel Ball, 2023-06-16 What is History Teaching, Now? is a
research-informed handbook designed to provide practical guidance for history teachers and
educators with differing levels of experience. Drawing upon the classroom practice and experience
of a range of practitioners, the book focuses upon key areas such as curriculum and assessment,
pedagogy, communicating history and resources that support effective teaching and learning. This
book also provides practical ways to approach teaching topics such as diverse histories, the British
Empire, world history and environmental history. Practical strategies are woven within the book,
alongside questions for reflection and suggestions for further research and reading.
  two brothers ben elton: Два брата Бен Элтон, 2014-01-22 24 февраля 1920 года в Берлине
рождаются два младенца, которым суждено стать братьями. В тот же день в Мюнхене создана
партия, которая вскоре одного из них вознесет, а другого постарается уничтожить вместе с их
родителями и миллионами других ни в чем не повинных людей. С первых часов жизни братья
неразлучны. Оба похожи на своих еврейских родителей, хотя совсем не похожи друг на друга,
они даже не знают, что один из них приемыш, — как и не знают, что один из них не еврей.
Родителей не волнуют вопросы крови: это их дети, и они их любят. Отец играет по джазовым
клубам, мать лечит больных, жизнь в Германии, еле приходящей в себя после Великой войны,
потихоньку налаживается. Пауль и Отто вместе растут, вместе дружат с одной девочкой,
вместе влюбляются в другую. Но когда к власти приходят нацисты, жизнь меняется
необратимо и страшно. В стране, где внезапно важнее всего оказываются кровь и
происхождение, дети, два немца и два еврея, чьи истории переплетены с рождения и навсегда,
вынуждены многим жертвовать, чтобы выжить самим и спасти любимых. Новый роман Бена
Элтона, пронзительный и нежный, о том, чем готовы пожертвовать люди ради выживания —
своего и любимых. Роман о том, кто они есть на самом деле, на что способны, кем не захотят
стать ни за что на свете. О том, что им делать с каждодневной ненавистью, с неотступной
памятью, с неутихающей болью — и как из этого всего порой прорастают одиночество, страх и
жестокость, а порой — доброта, и мудрость, и счастье. В этой истории есть смех и слезы, ужас
и изумление, нежность и злость, верность и предательства.
  two brothers ben elton: Time and Time Again Ben Elton, 2015-12-22 An ex-soldier travels back
in time to stop WWI in the international best-selling author's “thought provoking and captivating”
sci-fi thriller (Booklist, starred review). It's June 1st, 1914, and Hugh Stanton is the loneliest man on
earth. No one he has ever known or loved has been born yet. Perhaps now, if he succeeds in his
mission, they never will be. Stanton knows that a great and terrible war is coming. A war that will
begin with a single bullet. If he can stop the hand that pulls the trigger, the 20th century will be set
on a radically different course. But can a single bullet truly corrupt an entire century? And, if so,
could another single bullet save it?
  two brothers ben elton: Blood Brothers Willy Russell, 2001-05-10 Twin brothers are separated
at birth. One is given to wealthy Mrs. Lyons and they grow up as friends in ignorance of their
fraternity until the inevitable quarrel unleashes a blood-bath.
  two brothers ben elton: What Have I Done? Ben Elton, 2025-10-09 ‘What Have I Done?
snaps, crackles and pops with wit, bravado and glorious Ben-ness. A triumph’ – Stephen Fry ‘A big
life chronicled by truly the Upstart Crow of our generation’ – Dawn French Ben Elton has done
everything and worked with everybody. Now, in this frank, forthright, and hugely entertaining book,
he tells the whole story. Discover the truth behind iconic hits like The Young Ones, Blackadder, and
We Will Rock You. Relive the pioneering stand-up of Saturday Live that birthed a comedy revolution.
From being the BBC’s youngest-ever sitcom writer to his most recent, critically acclaimed stand-up



tour, Ben reveals unique insights into his groundbreaking work. He talks honestly about his
relationships with brilliant friends, inspiring contemporaries, and occasional foes. His life off-screen
has been just as challenging and funny as it has been on, and he unpacks it all with wit, insight, and
of course, a ‘little bit of politics’. For decades, Ben’s been making people laugh, think, and getting on
plenty of wicks - these are the uncensored stories. ‘Funny and fascinating, it’s a story of triumph and
disaster and is the closest you’ll get to understanding where great comedy comes from’ – David
Mitchell 'Bloody marvellous' – Jo Brand
  two brothers ben elton: Catamount Camp Edward Sylvester Ellis, 1910
  two brothers ben elton: Identity Crisis Ben Elton, 2019-04-04 Why are we all so hostile? So
quick to take offence? Truly we are living in the age of outrage. A series of apparently random
murders draws amiable, old-school Detective Mick Matlock into a world of sex, politics, reality TV
and a bewildering kaleidoscope of opposing identity groups. Lost in a blizzard of hashtags, his
already complex investigation is further impeded by the fact that he simply doesn’t ‘get’ a single
thing about anything anymore. Meanwhile, each day another public figure confesses to having
‘misspoken’ and prostrates themselves before the judgement of Twitter. Begging for forgiveness,
assuring the public “that is not who I am”. But if nobody is who they are anymore - then who the
f##k are we? Ben Elton returns with a blistering satire of the world as it fractures around us. Get
ready for a roller-coaster thriller, where nothing - and no one - is off limits.
  two brothers ben elton: A Dictionary of Writers and their Works Christopher Riches, Michael
Cox, 2015-01-29 Over 3,200 entries An essential guide to authors and their works that focuses on
the general canon of British literature from the fifteenth century to the present. There is also some
coverage of non-fiction such as biographies, memoirs, and science, as well as inclusion of major
American and Commonwealth writers. This online-exclusive new edition adds 60,000 new words,
including over 50 new entries dealing with authors who have risen to prominence in the last five
years, as well as fully updating the entries that currently exist. Each entry provides details of a
writer's nationality and birth/death dates, followed by a listing of their titles arranged
chronologically by date of publication.
  two brothers ben elton: Upstart Crow Ben Elton, 2018-10-18 This does indeed deserve
comparisons with Blackadder Radio Times A knockabout, well-researched take on the working and
domestic life of Shakespeare. The Guardian It’s the 1590s. William Shakespeare – brought to life on
screen by the inimitable David Mitchell – is at the start of his career. But no one is taking him
seriously. In London, he is mercilessly mocked by his rivals and at home in Stratford he is belittled
by his sullen teenage daughter. Yet he is determined to find an ending for his newest creation
Romeo and Juliet. Luckily, inspiration is forthcoming. The trials and tribulations of his closest friends
and family reveal the plot twists he’d been missing. And not only for this famous tragedy but for
many of his finest plays. With sparkling wordplay, hilarious gags and his trademark wit, Ben Elton
celebrates the great William Shakespeare and reveals the startling stories behind the playwright’s
best-known plays.
  two brothers ben elton: Literary Twinship from Shakespeare to the Age of Cloning
Wieland Schwanebeck, 2020-01-06 Unlike previous efforts that have only addressed literary twinship
as a footnote to the doppelganger motif, this book makes a case for the complexity of literary
twinship across the literary spectrum. Shortlisted for the ESSE Book Award 2022 (Literatures in the
English Language), it shows how twins have been instrumental to the formation of comedies of
mistaken identity, the detective genre, and dystopian science fiction. The individual chapters trace
the development of the category of twinship over time, demonstrating how the twin was repeatedly
(re-)invented as a cultural and pathological type when other discursive fields constituted themselves,
and how its literary treatment served as the battleground for ideological disputes: by setting the
stage for debates regarding kinship and reproduction, or by partaking in discussions of criminality,
eugenic greatness, and ‘monstrous births’. The book addresses nearly 100 primary texts, including
works of Mary Elizabeth Braddon, Wilkie Collins, Charles Dickens, Arthur Conan Doyle, Aldous
Huxley, Christopher Priest, William Shakespeare, and Zadie Smith.



  two brothers ben elton: Blast from the Past Ben Elton, 2009-10-14 Ready to follow Nick
Hornsby and Helen Fielding as the next big thing from Cool Britannia to hit America is Ben Elton.
Already known to a wide public television audience as the funnyman behind Blackadder, The Young
Ones, and The Thin Blue Line, Elton, author of Popcorn, lights up the literary sky with Blast from the
Past. Part noir thriller, part hilarious send-up of the politics of extremism, Blast from the Past is the
new novel from English comedy phenomenon (stand-up, playwright, television writer, and author)
Ben Elton--a name soon to be known in all circles once Joel Schumacher's film of his book Popcorn
reaches the silver screen. In the early 80s, when Polly was a seventeen-year-old ideological peace
protestor and Jack was a U.S. Army captain stationed at England's Greenham Common, the two had
a secret and very unlikely affair. No two people could have had more to argue about, save that they
couldn't live without each other, yet one day Jack came to the conclusion that he loved soldiering
more than Polly and sacrificed their love to be a career army man. Now, sixteen years later, Polly is
a lonely thirty-something social services employee and Jack is a four-star general who has returned
to Britain to find her, his only true love. With only one night to resolve their differences, and a
knife-wielding stalker lurking in the shadows, for everyone concerned this will be a night like no
other.
  two brothers ben elton: Past Mortem Ben Elton, 2012-11-08 'A writer who provokes, almost
as much as he entertains' Daily Mail 'Engaging and smartly plotted' Observer ___ With old friends
like these, who needs enemies? It's a question mild mannered detective Edward Newson is forced to
ask himself when, in romantic desperation, he logs on to the Friends Reunited website in search of
the girlfriends of his youth. Newson is not the only member of the Class of '88 who has been raking
over the ashes of the past. As his old class begins to reassemble in cyberspace, the years slip away
and old feuds and passions burn hot once more. Meanwhile, back in the present, Newson's life is no
less complicated. He is secretly in love with Natasha, his lovely but very attached sergeant, and
failing comprehensively to solve a series of baffling and peculiarly gruesome murders. A school
reunion is planned and as history begins to repeat itself, the past crashes headlong into the present.
Neither will ever be the same again. ___ What readers are saying: ***** 'Fun, frightful and
relentlessly gripping.' ***** 'Clever and original . . . a great read' ***** 'Darkly comic, intriguing . . .
and with a real twist in the tail.'
  two brothers ben elton: Time and Time Again Ben Elton, 2015-12-22 Ex-soldier Hugh
Stanton learns from a Cambridge academic that time travel is possible and decides to return to June
1914 to prevent the First World War in this page-turning sci-fi thriller.
  two brothers ben elton: Dystopia Gregory Claeys, 2016-11-24 Dystopia: A Natural History is
the first monograph devoted to the concept of dystopia. Taking the term to encompass both a
literary tradition of satirical works, mostly on totalitarianism, as well as real despotisms and
societies in a state of disastrous collapse, this volume redefines the central concepts and the
chronology of the genre and offers a paradigm-shifting understanding of the subject. Part One
assesses the theory and prehistory of 'dystopia'. By contrast to utopia, conceived as promoting an
ideal of friendship defined as 'enhanced sociability', dystopia is defined by estrangement, fear, and
the proliferation of 'enemy' categories. A 'natural history' of dystopia thus concentrates upon the
centrality of the passion or emotion of fear and hatred in modern despotisms. The work of Le Bon,
Freud, and others is used to show how dystopian groups use such emotions. Utopia and dystopia are
portrayed not as opposites, but as extremes on a spectrum of sociability, defined by a heightened
form of group identity. The prehistory of the process whereby 'enemies' are demonised is explored
from early conceptions of monstrosity through Christian conceptions of the devil and witchcraft, and
the persecution of heresy. Part Two surveys the major dystopian moments in twentieth century
despotisms, focussing in particular upon Nazi Germany, Stalinism, the Chinese Cultural Revolution,
and Cambodia under Pol Pot. The concentration here is upon the political religion hypothesis as a
key explanation for the chief excesses of communism in particular. Part Three examines literary
dystopias. It commences well before the usual starting-point in the secondary literature, in
anti-Jacobin writings of the 1790s. Two chapters address the main twentieth-century texts usually



studied as representative of the genre, Aldous Huxley's Brave New World and George Orwell's
Nineteen Eighty-Four. The remainder of the section examines the evolution of the genre in the
second half of the twentieth century down to the present.
  two brothers ben elton: Words, Books, Images, and the Long Eighteenth Century Antoinina
Bevan Zlatar, Mark Ittensohn, Enit Karafili Steiner, Olga Timofeeva, 2021-12-15 The essays
collected in this volume engage in a conversation among lexicography, the culture of the book, and
the canonization and commemoration of English literary figures and their works in the long
eighteenth century. The source of inspiration for each piece is Allen Reddick’s scholarship on
Samuel Johnson (1709-1784), the great English lexicographer whose Dictionary (1755) included
thousands upon thousands of illustrative quotations from the “best” authors, and, more recently, on
Thomas Hollis (1720-1774), the much less well-known bibliophile who sent gifts of books by a
pantheon of Whig authors to individuals and libraries in Britain, Protestant bastions in continental
Europe, and America. Between the covers of Words, Books, Images readers will encounter canonical
English authors of prose and poetry—Bacon, Milton, Defoe, Dryden, Pope, Richardson, Swift, Byron,
Mary Shelley, and Edward Lear. But they will also become acquainted with the agents of their
canonization and commemoration—the printers and publishers of Grub Street, the biographer John
Aubrey, the lexicographer and biographer Johnson, the bibliophile Hollis, and the portrait painter
Reynolds. No less crucially, they will meet fellow readers of then and now—women and men who
peruse, poach, snip, and savour a book’s every word and image.
  two brothers ben elton: Focus On: 100 Most Popular English Male Comedians Wikipedia
contributors,
  two brothers ben elton: Quantick's Quite Difficult Quiz Book David Quantick, 2021-11-04
'Best quiz book ever' HARRY HILL 'Quantick is the Captain Beefheart of quizzing' MARK
BILLINGHAM 'The antidote to every deathly dull pub quiz you've ever been to. This is how a quiz
book should be written - where having fun is the most important outcome' GARY WIGGLESWORTH,
author of The Book Lover's Quiz Book Distinctive, unusual, difficult, but spectacularly entertaining,
this quiz book is to other pub quizzes what Trivial Pursuit was to Ludo, what The Hitch-Hiker's
Guide to the Galaxy is like to the Rhyl phone directory, and what the Rolls-Royce Silver Ghost is like
compared to a kid's scooter. Loads better. David Quantick works regularly with Armando Iannucci,
including on the new HBO series, Avenue 5. He won an Emmy as part of the writing team on Veep, a
BAFTA for Harry Hill's TV Burp and a Writers' Guild Award for The Thick of It. For over fifteen
years, David has also hosted his own very popular quizzes at festivals, events, pubs, clubs, cinemas
and in tents: the quizzes range is broad and the questions are tricky. They're not about statistics,
there's no sport, the picture rounds are conceptual, and there's sometimes a round called 'Martin
Amis Character or Blur Song'. Each quiz is funny and entertaining even if you don't know the
answers. The quizzes are informative and opinionated. In some ways, they're like stand-up with
questions. This is a book based on David's excellent live quizzes, described by many people as 'quite
difficult'. But they are quizzes. Quite difficult quizzes that tax the brain and make it go in directions
it didn't know it could. That's not to say the questions are fiendishly scientific and packed with
questions about dates and the periodic table. They're about books and music, movies and actors,
strange events and interesting quotes. You don't leave a Quantick quiz knowing how many times
Spurs have won the League, but you may know how many Shirleys have sung a Bond theme or how
George V made the front page of The Times. The effectiveness of David's quizzes is down to their
unusual variety and almost stream-of-consciousness leaps and bounds of factual imagination. There's
not even much point in cheating, because the answers often require mental agility as well as just
knowing where Calais is (it's in France, but it wasn't always, even when it was). David's quiz book
includes twenty-five main quizzes, four Christmas quizzes and four specialist quizzes, so thirty-three
quizzes in total. Entertaining in its own right, this is also a conceptual yet very practical guide to
staging excellent quizzes of your own.
  two brothers ben elton: The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional
English Tom Dalzell, Terry Victor, 2015-06-26 Booklist Top of the List Reference Source The heir



and successor to Eric Partridge's brilliant magnum opus, The Dictionary of Slang and
Unconventional English, this two-volume New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional
English is the definitive record of post WWII slang. Containing over 60,000 entries, this new edition
of the authoritative work on slang details the slang and unconventional English of the
English-speaking world since 1945, and through the first decade of the new millennium, with the
same thorough, intense, and lively scholarship that characterized Partridge's own work. Unique,
exciting and, at times, hilariously shocking, key features include: unprecedented coverage of World
English, with equal prominence given to American and British English slang, and entries included
from Australia, New Zealand, Canada, India, South Africa, Ireland, and the Caribbean emphasis on
post-World War II slang and unconventional English published sources given for each entry, often
including an early or significant example of the term’s use in print. hundreds of thousands of
citations from popular literature, newspapers, magazines, movies, and songs illustrating usage of the
headwords dating information for each headword in the tradition of Partridge, commentary on the
term’s origins and meaning New to this edition: A new preface noting slang trends of the last five
years Over 1,000 new entries from the US, UK and Australia New terms from the language of social
networking Many entries now revised to include new dating, new citations from written sources and
new glosses The New Partridge Dictionary of Slang and Unconventional English is a spectacular
resource infused with humour and learning – it’s rude, it’s delightful, and it’s a prize for anyone with
a love of language.
  two brothers ben elton: How to be Good Nick Hornby, 2005-05-05 THE MILLION-COPY NO.1
BESTSELLER 'Enormously powerful' Guardian 'Hilarious, sophisticated, compulsive' The Times
___________________ 'I am in a car park in Leeds when I tell my husband I don't want to be married to
him any more. . . ' London GP Katie Carr always thought she was a good person. With her husband
David making a living as 'The Angriest Man in Holloway', she figured she could put up with anything.
Until, that is, David meets DJ Goodnews and becomes a good person too. A far-too-good person who
starts committing crimes of charity like taking in the homeless and giving their kids' toys away.
Suddenly Katie's feeling very bad about herself, and thinking that if charity begins at home, then
maybe it's time to move. . . This laugh-out-loud novel, from the bestselling author of About a Boy and
High Fidelity, will have you gripped from start to finish and will appeal to fans of David Nicholls and
Jonathan Coe, as well as readers in need of a moral compass everywhere. ___________________ 'Pins
you in your armchair and won't let go . . . How to be Good? How to be bloody marvellous, more like'
Mail on Sunday 'It does exactly what it says on the cover. Hornby's prose is artful and effortless, his
spiky wit as razored as a number-two cut' Independent 'The writing is so funny, and the set-pieces so
brilliant . . . Hornby's best book since Fever Pitch' Lynn Truss, The Times
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