
how to make blotter art
How to Make Blotter Art: A Creative Journey into Psychedelic Expression

how to make blotter art is an exciting and creative process that blends
imagination with intricate design, resulting in visually captivating patterns
often seen in psychedelic culture. Whether you’re an artist seeking a new
medium or simply curious about this unique form of art, understanding the
techniques, materials, and history behind blotter art can open a whole new
world of creative possibilities.

Blotter art traditionally refers to the artwork printed on blotter paper,
which has been historically used as a medium for distributing LSD. However,
beyond its association, blotter art is recognized for its vivid colors,
detailed patterns, and cultural significance within the psychedelic art
movement. Today, many artists explore blotter art purely for its aesthetic
value, creating mesmerizing designs that captivate viewers with their
complexity and vibrancy.

Understanding the Basics: What Is Blotter Art?

Before diving into how to make blotter art, it’s helpful to grasp what makes
this art form distinct. Blotter paper, typically absorbent and perforated
into small squares, serves as the canvas. Artists use a combination of
graphic design, hand-drawing, and printing techniques to create intricate
illustrations that often feature surreal, abstract, or nature-inspired
motifs.

Blotter art is known for its psychedelic essence—bright colors, swirling
patterns, and symbolic imagery that evoke altered states of consciousness.
This style has roots in the 1960s counterculture but has evolved into a
respected artistic genre. Modern blotter art can be created digitally or by
hand, offering flexibility to artists of all skill levels.

Gathering Materials for Blotter Art

To start making blotter art, assembling the right materials is crucial.
Here’s a breakdown of what you’ll need:

Essential Supplies

Blotter Paper: The traditional medium, blotter paper is highly absorbent



and usually perforated into small squares. If authentic blotter paper
isn’t available, watercolor or high-quality drawing paper can serve as
alternatives.

Drawing Tools: Fine-tip pens, markers, colored pencils, or paints—choose
based on your preferred style. Many artists favor vibrant markers or ink
pens for sharp lines and bold colors.

Printing Equipment: If you plan to reproduce your artwork, access to a
high-resolution printer or screen printing setup is beneficial.

Digital Tools: Software like Adobe Illustrator or Photoshop is
invaluable for creating digital blotter art. Tablets with styluses
provide precision for hand-drawn digital designs.

Lightbox (optional): Useful for tracing and refining designs.

Step-by-Step Guide on How to Make Blotter Art

1. Conceptualize Your Design

Start by brainstorming what themes or images inspire you. Blotter art often
embraces psychedelic themes such as fractals, mandalas, nature scenes, or
abstract forms. Sketch rough ideas on paper or digitally to get a feel for
composition and flow.

2. Create the Artwork

This stage depends on whether you prefer traditional or digital methods:

Traditional: Use pens and markers to draw directly onto blotter paper or
a similar medium. Focus on creating smooth lines and vibrant colors.
Layering colors can add depth and texture.

Digital: Design your artwork using graphic design software. This allows
for easy adjustments, layering, and experimenting with color palettes.
Digital designs can be printed accurately onto blotter paper later.



3. Incorporate Patterns and Symmetry

A hallmark of blotter art is its intricate patterns and balanced symmetry.
Use tools like grids, rulers, or digital symmetry functions to replicate
shapes evenly. Mandalas and repeating fractal designs work well to evoke that
hypnotic, psychedelic effect.

4. Choose Your Color Scheme Wisely

Colors in blotter art aren’t just decorative—they convey mood and intensity.
Bright neon hues, contrasting complementary colors, and gradients can bring
your artwork to life. Experiment with color blending techniques for a more
organic feel.

5. Final Touches and Detailing

Add fine details such as dot work, stippling, or thin line work to enhance
texture and complexity. These subtle elements often make blotter art stand
out and invite viewers to look closer.

Printing and Reproducing Blotter Art

Once your design is complete, the next step is printing. If you created the
art digitally, you can print directly onto blotter paper using specialized
printers. For traditional artwork, scanning your design at high resolution
allows you to reproduce it digitally.

Screen printing is a popular technique for blotter art because it delivers
vibrant colors and sharp details. Alternatively, high-quality inkjet or laser
printers can suffice for smaller runs or personal projects.

Tips and Tricks for Making Stunning Blotter Art

Study Psychedelic Art History: Understanding the origins and evolution
of blotter art can inspire authentic designs.

Experiment with Textures: Incorporate watercolor washes or ink splatters
for a dynamic background.

Use Layering: Build complexity by layering different elements, whether
digitally or manually.



Practice Symmetry: Perfect symmetrical designs to create balance and
harmony in your artwork.

Work with Scale: Design both large, bold elements and tiny intricate
details to engage viewers at multiple levels.

Get Feedback: Share your work with fellow artists or online communities
for constructive criticism and ideas.

Exploring Creative Variations in Blotter Art

While traditional blotter art sticks to certain conventions, there’s room for
innovation. Some artists blend mixed media, incorporating collage elements or
digital glitch effects. Others experiment with fluorescent inks or UV-
reactive paints to add a new dimension under different lighting.

Moreover, integrating cultural symbols or personal stories into your blotter
art can make it uniquely yours. The psychedelic art movement encourages
breaking boundaries and embracing creativity in unexpected ways.

Why Blotter Art Continues to Captivate Artists
and Collectors

The allure of blotter art lies not only in its vibrant aesthetics but also in
its cultural resonance. It embodies a spirit of experimentation, freedom, and
altered perception. Artists are drawn to the challenge of crafting detailed,
mind-bending visuals on a small scale, while collectors appreciate the
uniqueness and historical significance.

In recent years, blotter art has gained recognition beyond its niche,
featured in galleries and exhibitions celebrating psychedelic and
countercultural art. Learning how to make blotter art connects you to this
rich tradition and offers a rewarding outlet for self-expression.

Creating blotter art is a journey that combines technical skill with
imaginative flair. Whether you choose to work by hand or digitally, the
process invites you to explore colors, patterns, and symbols in ways that can
transform simple paper into a hypnotic canvas of creativity.

Frequently Asked Questions



What materials do I need to make blotter art?
To make blotter art, you need blotter paper, inks or watercolors, brushes or
droppers, a flat surface, and optionally stencils or masking tape for
patterns.

What is the basic technique for creating blotter
art?
The basic technique involves applying ink or watercolor onto blotter paper,
allowing the colors to spread and blend naturally, creating unique patterns
and effects.

Can I use regular paper instead of blotter paper for
blotter art?
While you can experiment with regular paper, blotter paper is preferred
because of its high absorbency, which helps create the characteristic
diffusion and texture of blotter art.

How do I control the spread of ink or paint on
blotter paper?
You can control the spread by adjusting the amount of liquid applied, using
masking techniques, or applying inks with brushes instead of droppers to
create more precise patterns.

Are there any safety precautions to consider when
making blotter art?
Yes, work in a well-ventilated area, use non-toxic inks or paints, protect
your work surface, and wear gloves if you have sensitive skin.

How can I preserve blotter art once it is dry?
To preserve blotter art, you can spray it with a fixative or clear acrylic
sealant to prevent smudging and fading. Framing under glass also helps
protect the artwork.

What are some creative ideas to enhance blotter art?
You can combine blotter art with stamping, stenciling, or layering different
colors and textures. Experimenting with salt or alcohol drops can also create
interesting effects on the ink spread.



Additional Resources
How to Make Blotter Art: A Professional Exploration of Techniques and Trends

how to make blotter art has garnered increasing attention in the realms of
both contemporary art and counterculture aesthetics. This unique form of
visual expression, which traditionally involves the use of perforated sheets
often associated with psychedelic designs, has evolved into a legitimate
artistic medium. Understanding the nuances of how to make blotter art
requires an exploration of its historical context, the materials involved,
and the creative processes that define its distinct appearance.

Understanding Blotter Art: Origins and Artistic
Significance

Blotter art originally emerged alongside the psychedelic movement of the
1960s and 1970s, closely linked to the distribution of LSD on perforated
blotter paper. Over time, these perforated sheets transformed from mere
carriers of substances into canvases for intricate, colorful designs that
echo the hallucinogenic experiences they symbolized. Today, blotter art has
transcended its underground roots, gaining recognition for its vibrant,
surreal aesthetic and its role in pop culture.

This art form is characterized by its grid-like perforation pattern, which
divides the sheet into small "tabs" or squares. Each tab can contain a
miniature artwork, creating a repeating motif or a mosaic-like composition
across the entire sheet. The distinctive texture and format challenge artists
to think differently about composition, scale, and repetition.

Materials and Tools Essential for Creating
Blotter Art

To delve into how to make blotter art, one must first grasp the necessary
materials and tools. While traditional blotter sheets are specifically
manufactured for their absorbent qualities and perforation, modern artists
often replicate this format using alternative papers and printing techniques.

Choosing the Right Paper

The foundation of blotter art is the paper itself. Authentic blotter paper is
thin, absorbent, and pre-perforated into small, consistent tabs. Artists
today may use:



Pre-perforated blotter sheets—available from specialty suppliers,
offering the classic look and feel.

High-quality watercolor or drawing paper—which can be manually
perforated or cut to mimic blotter tabs.

Printable blotter stock—compatible with digital printers for producing
detailed designs.

Each choice impacts the final artwork’s texture, durability, and visual
fidelity.

Inks, Paints, and Printing Techniques

Creating blotter art requires vibrant, durable pigments that can hold up on
absorbent paper without bleeding uncontrollably. Artists typically use:

Alcohol-based inks: Offering bright colors and quick drying times, ideal
for detailed work.

Watercolor paints: Provide a softer effect but require skill to avoid
excessive bleeding.

Screen printing or digital printing: For producing multiple copies,
screen printing adds depth and texture, while digital printing allows
for complex color gradients.

The choice of medium influences not only the aesthetic but also the
production scalability of blotter art.

Step-by-Step Process: How to Make Blotter Art

Creating blotter art involves a combination of traditional artistic skills
and an understanding of the medium’s distinctive properties. The following
steps outline a professional approach:

1. Conceptualization and Design Planning

Before putting ink to paper, artists must conceive a design that complements
the repetitive, tabulated format of blotter sheets. This often involves:



Sketching a motif that can be repeated or tiled seamlessly.

Choosing color palettes that maintain vibrancy without oversaturating
the paper.

Considering the psychological and cultural connotations of patterns
used, especially given blotter art’s psychedelic heritage.

2. Preparing the Blotter Paper

If pre-perforated sheets are unavailable, the artist must carefully prepare
the paper by scoring or perforating it into tabs. Precision is critical to
ensure uniformity and ease of separation.

3. Applying the Artwork

Depending on the chosen medium, this step varies:

Hand-painting or inking: Requires steady hands and attention to detail
to maintain consistency across tabs.

Printing: Digital or screen printing methods require design files
formatted to the sheet’s dimensions and tab layout.

4. Drying and Finishing

Proper drying times are essential to prevent smudging or paper warping. Some
artists apply fixatives or protective coatings to enhance longevity.

Artistic Considerations and Modern Adaptations

How to make blotter art today is influenced by both tradition and innovation.
Contemporary artists experiment with mixed media, incorporating elements such
as:

Collage techniques combining printed imagery with hand-drawn details.

Use of fluorescent or UV-reactive inks to create interactive visual



effects.

Digital manipulation to produce complex designs that would be difficult
to achieve manually.

These adaptations broaden the expressive potential of blotter art beyond its
historic psychedelic associations.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite its allure, blotter art presents some practical challenges:

Fragility: Thin blotter paper is susceptible to tearing and damage,
requiring careful handling.

Color bleeding: The absorbent quality of the paper can cause inks to
spread unpredictably.

Reproduction constraints: The perforated format and scale make mass
production complex compared to standard prints.

Artists must balance these factors while maintaining artistic integrity.

Where Blotter Art Fits in Contemporary Visual
Culture

Blotter art occupies an intriguing niche, intersecting countercultural
symbolism and fine art. Galleries and collectors increasingly recognize its
historical value and aesthetic appeal. In digital marketplaces, artists
leverage social media to showcase blotter designs, often selling limited
edition prints or original sheets.

Moreover, blotter art serves as a case study in how subcultural artifacts can
transition into mainstream art forms. Its emphasis on repetitive patterns and
vibrant color schemes resonates with trends in psychedelic and visionary art,
which have seen a resurgence in festivals, album covers, and street art.

Exploring how to make blotter art today means engaging with a medium that is
as much about cultural narrative as it is about visual technique. Its
evolution reflects broader shifts in artistic production and consumption,
illustrating the dynamic relationship between material, method, and meaning.
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  how to make blotter art: Painted Paper Art Workshop Elizabeth St. Hilaire, 2016-08-31 This
is where painting meets collage! You can create beautiful art with amazing depth and texture, using
easy collage techniques and paper you paint yourself. Popular workshop instructor Elizabeth St.
Hilaire makes it fun and simple no matter what your skill level! Start with materials you probably
already have--fluid acrylics, stencils, a few household items and paper--and hand-paint your
personalized paper palette using basic techniques anyone can do. Then move through each step of
composing your own work of art. You'll find beautiful, meaningful examples of the how and why on
every page. You'll learn how to: develop your composition, how to work with simple shapes,
important lessons on value and much more. • More than 30 techniques for painting your own
decorative papers • Step-by-step instructions for creating your own painted paper collage–from
underpainting and directional ripping and tearing to auditioning your papers and combining collage
with mixed media • A spectacular gallery of paper paintings to inspire and dazzle--still lifes, figures,
animals and landscapes
  how to make blotter art: Arnold Grummer's Complete Guide to Easy Papermaking Arnold
Grummer, 1999-02-05 The Fun and Easy Way to Make Beautiful Paper • Step-by-step illustrated
instructions for basic papermaking • Methods to make handmade paper safe for scrapbooking • 27
art and decorative techniques for endless variations • Adding botanicals and other nonpaper
ingredients If you set out to find the best papermaking teacher in the world, your search would lean
to Arnold Grummer. Not only is his knowledge of the subject all-encompassing, but his methods are
so simple and easy that he truly makes the process fun. And the results will amaze you - so many
varieties of beautiful sheets of paper, so many ingenious ways to change the effect. Whether you use
your paper for fun party invitations, elegant wedding invitations, personal greeting cards, or as
framed art, you'll have the satisfaction of knowing you created it yourself. A champion of our planet,
Arnold believes that waste paper is not waste fiber and shows how to recycle any and all types of
paper. Unlimited resources are available in your office waste basket, without spending a penny on
materials. Water and fiber blended to pulp, colored with inks and dyes already in the paper, produce
stunning new sheets that are truly art in every sense of the word.
  how to make blotter art: Trash-to-Treasure Papermaking Arnold Grummer, 2011-06-30
Transform junk mail, newspapers, and old phone books into beautiful handmade paper in just
minutes! With a simple technique that requires only a blender and some water, Trash-to-Treasure
Papermaking shows you how to create unique sheets in a variety of shapes, colors, textures, and
sizes. Learn how to incorporate your handmade paper into diverse projects that include invitations,
bound books, paper bowls, and ornaments. Let your creativity shine as you explore the fun and
simple art of papermaking.
  how to make blotter art: New Creative Collage Techniques Nita Leland, 2011-09-23 Get
ready to make great art! New Creative Collage Techniques is filled with the guidance you need to
make striking collages with a range of materials and mediums. It's fun and easy to jump right in,
whether you're an experienced artist looking for something new or a new artist looking to make
something unique. From basic methods to the latest innovations, this guide illustrates more than 60
exciting collage projects complete with detailed instruction, quick tips, charts and glossaries. In
addition, seven start-to-finish demonstrations show you how to use these techniques to create your
own stunning work. You'll create: • Fantastic found-paper collages formed from items right within
your reach • Compelling collage designs using decorative and ready-made papers • Mixed-media
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collages combining acrylics, watercolor, rice paper and more • Compositions featuring textured
backgrounds made from paper, paint, natural materials and other collage materials • Original paper
(hand made by you) artfully arranged to form collages that are uniquely yours • Collage that stands
the test of time through the use of archival materials and techniques You'll also be inspired to push
the potential of this limitless art form by studying the diverse work of 60 featured artists. As author
Nita Leland says, Experiment. Be Creative. Have fun. You're a collage artist! With this guide, you've
got what you need to get started today.
  how to make blotter art: Boys' Life , 2006-07 Boys' Life is the official youth magazine for the
Boy Scouts of America. Published since 1911, it contains a proven mix of news, nature, sports,
history, fiction, science, comics, and Scouting.
  how to make blotter art: Calligraphy Maryanne Grebenstein, 2006-09-01 For anyone who’s
ever been wowed by the writing on a wedding invitation rather than the reception...for anyone who’s
ever studied the calligraphy on a wine list rather than the chianti...this is the ideal book! It’s a
comprehensive calligraphy course between covers, taught by a distinguished calligrapher. From
ninth-century Uncial to fifteenth-century Gothic to nineteenth-century Script, the book explains the
development of the major “hands” and shows how to master the basics. Topics include supplies,
strokes, pen angles, spacing, design and layout, italic lettering, Carolingian lettering, foundational
lettering, plus much, much more. Therapeutic and rewarding, calligraphy is popular both as an art
form and a form of relaxation—and here’s the perfect no-fuss, no-muss starter course!
  how to make blotter art: Player Piano Arthur A. Reblitz, 1997-01-01 A treatise on how player
pianos function, and how to get them back into top playing condition if they don't work. For
beginners and experienced technicians alike.
  how to make blotter art: Printing Art , 1911
  how to make blotter art: The Sociology of American Drug Use Charles E. Faupel, Gregory
Weaver, Jay Corzine, 2014 Thoroughly revised and updated in its third edition, The Sociology of
American Drug Use presents a broader sociological perspective on drug use in American society
than any other text. The authors, all sociologically trained criminologists, include extensive coverage
of various methods and statistics for measuring drug use, a topic that is particularly relevant for
sociology students. The book opens with an examination of the construction of drug use as a social
problem, setting the stage for the rest of the text. The first section addresses basic conceptual,
methodological, and theoretical issues in the study of drug use, while the second section analyzes its
various social correlates: demographic, institutional, health, economic, cultural and subcultural, and
violent and criminal. The final section focuses on societal reaction to drug use, with discussions of
prohibition, decriminalization, and legalization policy options and drug treatment, drug education,
and drug testing. New to the Third Edition * Increased material on legal drugs, like salvia, and an
expanded discussion of the recreational use of prescription drugs, including the misuse of such
drugs as Adderall, OxyContin, and Vicodin among college students * New and updated Drug
Controversies boxes * Updated information on the pharmaceutical industry and an expanded
discussion of the drug approval process, with a new flowchart * More in-depth discussion of cartels
and the current drug violence along the U.S.-Mexican border * Greater emphasis on cross-cultural
issues and perspectives, including new material on crime and the American dream, drug trafficking
to the U.S. and opium production in Afghanistan, and the European roots of harm reduction * An
expanded discussion of the role of the media and more material on family as a social institution * An
updated and streamlined glossary and bibliography
  how to make blotter art: Operation White Rabbit Dennis McDougal, 2020-10-27 A search for
the truth behind the DEA’s life imprisonment of acid's most famous martyr. Operation White Rabbit
traces the rise and fall—and rise and fall again—of the psychedelic community through the life of the
man known as the “Acid King:” William Leonard Pickard. Pickard was a legitimate genius, a follower
of Timothy Leary, a con artist, a womanizer, and a believer that LSD would save lives. He was a
foreign diplomat, a Harvard fellow, and the biggest producer of LSD on the planet—if you believe
the DEA. A narrative for fans of Michael Pollan’s How to Change Your Mind, Pickard’s personal story



is set against a fascinating chronicle of the social history of psychedelic drugs from the 1950s on.
From LSD distribution at UC Berkeley to travelling the world for the State Department, Pickard’s
story is one of remarkable genius—that is, until a DEA sting named “Operation White Rabbit”
captured him at an abandoned missile silo in Kansas. Pickard, the DEA said, was responsible for 90
percent of the world’s production of lysergic acid. The DEA announced to the public that they found
91 pounds of LSD. In reality, the haul was seven ounces. They found none of the millions of dollars
Pickard supposedly amassed, either. But nonetheless, he is now serving two consecutive life
sentences without possibility of parole. Pickard has become acid’s best-known martyr in the process,
continuing his advocacy and artistic pursuits from jail. Pickard has successfully sued the US
government because his requests for information on his case returned two blank DEA documents.
But the appeals of his sentence have continually failed. The author visits him regularly in jail in an
effort to find the truth.
  how to make blotter art: The Fine Art of Chinese Brush Painting Walter Chen, 2006 This
extraordinary on-the-page class in brush painting explores both the technical and spiritual aspects of
China’s ancient art, helping students to paint with confidence, skill, and understanding. Lavishly
packed with breathtaking illustrations and detailed instructional photos, it discusses materials,
styles, and themes, as well as special topics such as the influence of calligraphy on painting, the
importance of arranging the workspace properly, and the use of a seal to sign” the finished work.
Each chapter is like a perfectly formed monograph rich in information on inks, papers, art utensils,
holding the brush correctly, making exquisite-looking strokes and pictograms, applying color, and
mastering the techniques for representing vegetation, animals, the human figure, portraits, and
evocative landscapes. Well-constructed practice exercises complete this enlightening course.
  how to make blotter art: Tracking Color in Cinema and Art Edward Branigan, 2017-10-30
Color is one of cinema’s most alluring formal systems, building on a range of artistic traditions that
orchestrate visual cues to tell stories, stage ideas, and elicit feelings. But what if color is not—or not
only—a formal system, but instead a linguistic effect, emerging from the slipstream of our talk and
embodiment in a world? This book develops a compelling framework from which to understand the
mobility of color in art and mind, where color impressions are seen through, and even governed by,
patterns of ordinary language use, schemata, memories, and narrative. Edward Branigan draws on
the work of Ludwig Wittgenstein and other philosophers who struggle valiantly with problems of
color aesthetics, contemporary theories of film and narrative, and art-historical models of analysis.
Examples of a variety of media, from American pop art to contemporary European cinema, illustrate
a theory based on a spectator’s present-time tracking of temporal patterns that are firmly entwined
with language use and social intelligence.
  how to make blotter art: The Art & Craft of Handmade Paper Vance Studley, 2014-05-05
DIVProfusely illustrated guide clearly outlines procedure for making attractive and useful paper in
vast number of sizes, shapes, textures and colors—all from vegetable fibers. /div
  how to make blotter art: Boys' Life , 1955-11 Boys' Life is the official youth magazine for the
Boy Scouts of America. Published since 1911, it contains a proven mix of news, nature, sports,
history, fiction, science, comics, and Scouting.
  how to make blotter art: The Error World Simon Garfield, 2009-01-20 An obsessively readable
memoir about the passions—and perils—of collecting, from the New York Times–bestselling author
of Just My Type. From the Penny Red to the Blue Mauritius, generations of collectors have been
drawn to the mystique of rare stamps. Once a widespread pastime of schoolboys, philately has
increasingly become the province of older men obsessed with the shrewd investment, the
once-in-a-lifetime find, the one elusive beauty that will complete a collection and satisfy an
unquenchable thirst. As a boy, Simon Garfield collected errors—rare pigment misprints that create
ghostly absences in certain stamps. Then, in his mid-forties, this passion reignited—and it began to
consume him. In the span of a couple of years, he amassed a collection of errors worth upwards of
forty thousand British pounds. But as he was pursuing this secret passion, he was also pursuing a
romantic one—while his marriage disintegrated. In this unique memoir, Simon Garfield twines the



story of his philatelic obsession with an honest, engrossing exploration of the rarities and absences
that both limit and define us. The end result is a thoughtful, funny, and enticing meditation on the
impulse to possess.
  how to make blotter art: Ultimate Scrapbook Style Trice Boerens, 2006 Scrapbook
manufacturers offer products that fit into each of these popular styles: Contemporary, Retro, and
Victorian. This book capitalizes on the versatility of these design periods, creating a stylish package
that really captures and explores each look. Scrapbookers are always looking for new inspirations.
Currently, there are scrapbooking books on techniques, layouts, and themes, but there are no books
that focus on particular styles. This series offers scrapbookers an in-depth style book containing a
period overview, a samplings section that includes color palettes, papers, stamps, clip art and
embellishments, and then a range of techniques, mini projects, and layouts, that all fit into the style
theme. Readers will learn to successfully design pages that incorporate all the elements of each
period, with clever style and flair.
  how to make blotter art: Heads Jesse Jarnow, 2016-03-29 The sweeping untold history of the
American psychedelic underground, the Grateful Dead, and beyond... With 32 pages of photos
  how to make blotter art: The New Psychedelic Revolution James Oroc, 2018-01-16 A bold
exploration of modern psychedelic culture, its history, and future • Examines 3 modern psy-culture
architects: chemist Alexander “Sasha” Shulgin, mycologist-philosopher Terence McKenna, and
visionary artist Alex Grey • Investigates the use of microdosing in extreme sports, the psy-trance
festival experience, and the relationship between the ego, entheogens, and toxicity • Presents a
“History of Visionary Art,” from its roots in prehistory, to Ernst Fuchs and the Vienna School of the
Fantastic, to contemporary psychedelic art After the dismantling of a major acid laboratory in 2001
dramatically reduced the world supply of LSD, the psychedelic revolution of the 1960s appeared to
have finally run its course. But the opposite has actually proven to be true, and a psychedelic
renaissance is rapidly emerging with the rise in popularity of transformational festivals like Burning
Man and BOOM!, the return to positive media coverage of the potential benefits of entheogens, and
the growing number of celebrities willing to admit the benefits of their own personal use. Along with
the return of university research, the revival of psychedelic philosophy, and the increasing
popularity of visionary art, these new developments signify the beginning of a worldwide psychedelic
cultural revolution more integrated into the mainstream than the counterculture uprising of the
1960s. In his latest book, James Oroc defines the borders of 21st-century psychedelic culture
through the influence of its three main architects-- chemist Alexander Shulgin, mycologist Terence
McKenna, and visionary artist Alex Grey--before illustrating a number of facets of this “Second
Psychedelic Revolution,” including the use of microdosing in extreme sports, the tech-savvy
psychedelic community that has arisen around transformational festivals, and the relationship
between the ego, entheogens, and toxicity. This volume also presents for the first time a “History of
Visionary Art” that explains its importance to the emergence of visionary culture. Exploring the
practical role of entheogens in our selfish and fast-paced modern world, the author explains how
psychedelics are powerful tools to examine the ego and the shadow via the transpersonal
experience. Asserting that a cultural adoption of the entheogenic perspective is the best chance that
our society has to survive, he then proposes that our ongoing psychedelic revolution--now a century
old since the first synthesis of a psychedelic in 1918--offers the potential for the birth of a new
Visionary Age.
  how to make blotter art: Specifications and Drawings of Patents Issued from the United
States Patent Office United States. Patent Office, 1909
  how to make blotter art: The Origins of Photojournalism in America Michael L. Carlebach,
1992
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