riding the rails in the great depression

Riding the Rails in the Great Depression: A Journey Through Hardship and Hope

Riding the rails in the Great Depression was more than just a means of transportation; it was a symbol
of survival, freedom, and desperation for countless Americans facing the harsh realities of the 1930s.
As the economic collapse shattered livelihoods and left millions unemployed, many young men and
even some families took to the railroad tracks, hopping freight trains to seek work, food, or a fresh
start elsewhere. This phenomenon, often romanticized in stories and songs, paints a vivid picture of

resilience amid adversity.

The Context: Why Did People Start Riding the Rails?

The Great Depression, triggered by the stock market crash of 1929, plunged the United States—and
much of the world—into economic turmoil. Banks failed, factories closed, and unemployment soared to
unprecedented levels. With nowhere else to turn, those hit hardest found themselves homeless,
hungry, and hopeless. Traditional job markets dried up, and many felt stuck in their towns with no

opportunities.
Riding the rails became a desperate yet hopeful option. The vast American railroad network provided a
free (albeit dangerous) means to travel across the country. For many “hobos,” as they came to be

called, train-hopping was a way to chase job opportunities in other cities or simply escape the

bleakness of their current situation.

The Hobo Culture: A Community on Wheels

Hobos were distinct from tramps or bums. While tramps traveled but avoided work, and bums neither



traveled nor worked, hobos were itinerant workers who moved from place to place in search of labor.
They developed their own language, symbols, and etiquette, creating a unique subculture among those

riding the rails.

This culture fostered camaraderie and mutual assistance. Experienced hobos would share tips on safe
train hopping, warn newcomers about unfriendly towns, and even provide shelter or food. The railroads
were dangerous places, with risks of injury, arrest, or worse, but the hobo community provided a

network of support amid the uncertainty.

The Realities of Riding the Rails in the Great Depression

While the idea of hopping freight trains might evoke images of adventure, the reality was often harsh

and perilous.

Danger at Every Turn

Jumping onto a moving freight train required skill and timing. Missteps could lead to serious injury or
death. Beyond the physical risks of riding the trains, there was the constant threat of being caught by
railroad police or law enforcement. Hobos were often considered vagrants and could be arrested or

forcibly removed from trains and towns.
Living conditions were equally challenging. Many hobos slept in makeshift camps near train yards or in

abandoned buildings, exposed to the elements and lacking basic sanitation. Hunger was a constant

companion, and food was often scavenged or earned through odd jobs.

Why They Took the Risk



Despite these dangers, the promise of work, better living conditions, or simply the hope of a new
beginning drove thousands to take the risk. Agricultural regions, industrial towns, and cities like
Chicago, Los Angeles, and San Francisco were common destinations where labor was occasionally
available.

For many young men, riding the rails was also a rite of passage—a way to assert independence and

survive without family support. The Great Depression forced people to adapt creatively, and train-

hopping became a harsh but necessary survival strategy.

Symbols and Signs: The Secret Language of Hobos

One of the most fascinating aspects of riding the rails in the Great Depression was the use of coded
symbols to communicate information to fellow travelers. These markings were scratched or chalked

onto fences, posts, or buildings to convey messages about safety, hospitality, or warnings.

Some common symbols included:

* A circle with two parallel arrows indicating a safe place to ride the train.
¢ A cross symbol warning of danger or unfriendly locals.
¢ A smiling face signaling a friendly homeowner who might offer food or work.

¢ A cat symbol indicating a kind woman in the neighborhood.

This secret language allowed hobos to navigate unfamiliar territories with a bit more confidence,

relying on the collective knowledge of their community.



The Impact on American Society and Culture

Riding the rails during the Great Depression left a lasting imprint on American culture. It influenced

literature, music, and the public’s understanding of poverty and resilience.

Literary and Musical Reflections

Writers like Jack London and Woody Guthrie captured the spirit of the hobo life in their works.
Guthrie’s folk songs, in particular, painted vivid portraits of hardship, travel, and hope, resonating with

many who experienced or witnessed the struggles of the era.

Books and memoirs from former hobos provide firsthand accounts of the challenges and camaraderie

found on the rails, enriching our understanding of this unique aspect of American history.

Changing Perceptions and Policies

The visibility of hobos and the widespread poverty during the Great Depression eventually led to
changes in social policies. The New Deal programs introduced by President Franklin D. Roosevelt
aimed to provide jobs, housing, and relief to struggling Americans, reducing the need for such

desperate measures.

Railroad companies also increased security and worked with law enforcement to curtail illegal train
hopping. However, the legacy of these itinerant workers remains a powerful reminder of the lengths

people went to survive during one of the toughest periods in American history.



Modern-Day Echoes of Riding the Rails

Though train-hopping is far less common today, the stories and symbolism of riding the rails in the
Great Depression continue to captivate people. Documentaries, museums, and historical societies
preserve the memories and artifacts of this era. For historians and enthusiasts, understanding this

phenomenon sheds light on human resilience and the social dynamics of economic hardship.

For those interested in learning more, visiting railroad museums or reading oral histories offers
valuable insights into the lives of those who rode the rails. It also prompts reflection on how society

supports—or fails to support—its most vulnerable members.

Riding the rails in the Great Depression was a testament to the human spirit’s determination to endure,
adapt, and hope for a better future despite overwhelming obstacles. It remains a compelling chapter in

American history that continues to inspire empathy and understanding.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does 'riding the rails’ mean during the Great Depression?

'Riding the rails' refers to the practice of homeless and unemployed people illegally hopping freight

trains to travel across the country in search of work during the Great Depression.

Why did so many people ride the rails during the Great Depression?

Widespread unemployment and poverty forced many people to travel in search of jobs, food, and

shelter, leading them to ride the rails as a means of free transportation.

Who were the 'hobos’ in the context of the Great Depression?

Hobos were itinerant workers or homeless individuals who traveled by rail during the Great



Depression, often taking temporary jobs as they moved from place to place.

Was riding the rails legal during the Great Depression?

No, riding the rails was illegal and considered trespassing, but many people took the risk due to

desperation and lack of alternatives.

What dangers did people face while riding the rails in the Great
Depression?

Riders faced risks such as accidents, injuries from falling off trains, exposure to harsh weather, arrest

by law enforcement, and violence from train crews or other hobos.

How did communities and authorities respond to the influx of rail
riders?

Some communities and rail companies increased security and law enforcement to prevent trespassing,

while others provided shelters and aid to help displaced individuals.
What role did railroads play in the Great Depression migration?
Railroads were the primary means of long-distance travel for many displaced Americans, enabling

migration to cities or regions where work might be available.

Are there any famous stories or cultural references about riding the
rails during the Great Depression?

Yes, many songs, books, and films depict the experience of rail riders, including Woody Guthrie’s

songs and John Steinbeck’s novels, which highlight the struggles of the era.



How did riding the rails affect the social fabric of the United States
during the Great Depression?

It created a transient subculture of hobos and migrants, fostering networks of mutual aid and shared

knowledge among riders, while also highlighting the widespread economic hardship.

Did riding the rails continue after the Great Depression?

While less common after the Great Depression due to economic recovery and stricter enforcement,
some individuals continued to ride the rails during World War Il and afterward, though the practice

eventually declined.

Additional Resources

Riding the Rails in the Great Depression: A Journey Through Desperation and Hope

Riding the rails in the great depression was more than a mere mode of travel; it was a symbol of
survival, desperation, and the relentless pursuit of opportunity during one of America’s darkest
economic periods. As the country grappled with unprecedented unemployment rates and widespread
poverty, thousands of men and women—often referred to as "hobos"—took to the railroad tracks,
hopping freight trains to traverse vast distances in search of work, shelter, and a new beginning. This
phenomenon sheds light on the social and economic fabric of the 1930s, offering a compelling lens

into the hardships and resilience of those who lived through the era.

The Context of Riding the Rails in the Great Depression

The Great Depression, which lasted from 1929 until the late 1930s, was characterized by massive
economic contraction, skyrocketing unemployment, and a collapse of the agricultural sector. By 1933,

the unemployment rate in the United States had soared to nearly 25%, forcing millions to confront



destitution. Conventional means of travel were often inaccessible due to lack of funds, prompting many

to resort to "riding the rails"—illegally boarding freight trains to move from town to town.

This method of travel became an informal migration system for displaced workers, particularly young
men who were unable to find employment locally. The railroad network, spanning the entire continent,
offered a means to escape failing local economies. However, it was fraught with dangers, including

police persecution, hazardous train yards, and the physical risks of hopping moving trains.

Economic and Social Drivers of Rail Riding

The economic devastation of the Great Depression created a unique social phenomenon. The collapse
of industries such as manufacturing and agriculture led to mass layoffs, and many families were forced
to split up as individuals ventured out to find work elsewhere. Riding the rails was a desperate, yet

often necessary, choice.

Socially, the hobos developed a distinct subculture with its own language, symbols, and etiquette.
These transient workers created networks of communication, sharing information about safe routes, job
opportunities, and dangers. This informal community was critical for survival in an otherwise hostile

environment.

Experiences and Challenges of Hobos on the Rails

Life on the rails was unpredictable and perilous. The transient nature of rail riding meant that safety

and comfort were luxuries rarely afforded. Hobos faced numerous challenges, such as:

e Physical Dangers: Jumping aboard moving trains could result in serious injuries or death. The
risk of being caught by railroad police or local law enforcement was constant, as many towns

criminalized trespassing on railway property.



e Harsh Living Conditions: Without permanent shelter, hobos often slept in makeshift camps,

abandoned buildings, or outdoors, exposing themselves to harsh weather and iliness.

¢ Economic Uncertainty: Even after reaching a new destination, securing employment was by no

means guaranteed. Many jobs were seasonal or temporary, and competition was fierce.

Despite these hardships, riding the rails also offered a sense of freedom and autonomy. For some, it

was a form of rebellion against economic despair and social norms that had failed them.

The Role of Railroads and Law Enforcement

Railroad companies and law enforcement agencies had a complex relationship with hobos. On one
hand, the railroads were vital for commerce and transportation, and unauthorized passengers posed
safety and liability risks. Railroad companies employed special police forces to patrol yards and tracks,

often arresting or forcibly removing hobos.

Local authorities similarly viewed rail riders as vagrants or criminals. Many states enacted laws
targeting "hoboes" and tramps, sometimes resulting in fines, imprisonment, or forced labor. This
adversarial dynamic forced hobos to develop evasive strategies, such as traveling at night or using

secret signals to identify safe places to board trains.

Comparative Perspectives: Riding the Rails Then and Now

While rail riding was a hallmark of the Great Depression, it is not a practice confined to that era.
Transient populations have historically used trains for transportation in times of economic distress

worldwide. However, the scale and cultural impact during the 1930s were distinct.



In contrast to modern-day travel, the Great Depression’s rail riders had no access to social media,
GPS, or modern safety equipment. Their journeys were navigated through word-of-mouth, hobo signs,
and personal intuition. Today, unauthorized train hopping is far less common and is often met with

stricter legal consequences and technological surveillance.

Legacy and Cultural Representation

The imagery of hobos riding the rails has permeated American culture, symbolizing both the despair
and the indomitable spirit of the era. Literature, music, and film from and about the Great Depression

frequently depict hobos as emblematic figures of resilience.

Authors like Jack London and later Woody Guthrie captured the essence of this lifestyle in their
writings and songs. Their works provide valuable historical insights into the mindset and experiences of

those who rode the rails, blending personal narrative with social critique.

Modern Scholarship and Historical Significance

Recent historical research has deepened understanding of the socio-economic dynamics behind rail
riding during the Great Depression. Scholars emphasize that this migratory behavior was not merely a
consequence of economic desperation but also a form of informal labor mobility that shaped regional

economies.

Studies have analyzed demographic data, revealing that a large proportion of rail riders were young
men aged 16 to 25, many without families. This demographic trend had lasting implications on labor

markets and social welfare policies.

Moreover, archives and oral histories have helped reconstruct the daily lives of these individuals,
offering nuanced perspectives beyond stereotypes. The intersection of race, gender, and class also

emerges as a critical area of study, as women and minorities faced additional challenges on the rails.



Factors Influencing the Decline of Rail Riding

By the late 1930s and early 1940s, several factors contributed to the decline of riding the rails as a

widespread practice:

1. Economic Recovery: New Deal policies and the onset of World War Il spurred job creation,

reducing the need for transient travel.

2. Increased Regulation: Railroads implemented stricter security measures, making it more difficult

and dangerous to board trains illegally.

3. Advances in Transportation: The rise of automobiles and buses provided more accessible and

legal alternatives for travel.

These developments transformed the mobility landscape in America, effectively ending the era of mass

hobo migration.

Riding the rails in the Great Depression remains a powerful chapter in American history, symbolizing
the intersection of hardship, resilience, and social change. It offers vital lessons about the human cost

of economic collapse and the creative survival strategies that emerge in times of crisis.
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crisscrossing the country. They were looking for work and adventure; some wanted to leave their
homes, and some had to. Riding the Rails gives us the stories of their travels in their own words and
tells us what happened to them in the years since.

riding the rails in the great depression: Riding the Rails Errol Lincoln Uys, 2004-06 Through
letters and photographs, profiles teenagers who hopped the freight trains during the Great
Depression in order to find adventure, seek employment, or escape poverty.

riding the rails in the great depression: Riding the Rails of Time: The Allure of American
Railroads Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-15 From the iron horse that revolutionized travel to the sleek
high-speed trains of today, American railroads have played a pivotal role in the nation's history. In
**Riding the Rails of Time**, we take a comprehensive look at the rise, challenges, and impact of
railroads on the American landscape, economy, and culture. We delve into the motivations behind
the railroad mania of the mid-20th century and examine the successes and failures of these
consolidations. We explore the impact of deregulation on the industry and the rise of other forms of
transportation, such as trucking and air travel. Beyond the economic and industrial aspects of
railroads, we also explore their cultural significance. Railroads have been immortalized in art,
literature, and popular culture, becoming symbols of American progress and the pursuit of dreams.
We examine the role of railroads in urban development, connecting communities, and fostering a
sense of national identity. As we look towards the future, we consider the resurgence of railroads as
a sustainable and efficient mode of transportation. We discuss the development of new technologies,
such as high-speed rail lines and autonomous trains, and their potential to revolutionize the way we
travel and transport goods. **Riding the Rails of Time** is a comprehensive and engaging
exploration of the allure of American railroads. Through detailed research and captivating
storytelling, we uncover the ingenuity, determination, and spirit that have fueled the evolution of
this iconic industry. From the visionaries who laid the first tracks to the engineers who continue to
push the boundaries of rail technology, the story of American railroads is a testament to human
ambition and the transformative power of innovation. This book is a must-read for anyone interested
in the history of transportation, the development of American industry, or the cultural impact of
railroads on the nation's psyche. If you like this book, write a review!

riding the rails in the great depression: Encyclopedia of Homelessness David Levinson,
2004-06-21 Click ‘Additional Materials’ for downloadable samplesThis valuable reference provides an
excellent overview of a serious world-wide problem. As such, it is an essential purchase for all
libraries.--LIBRARY JOURNAL (star review)Levinson’s remarkable work deserves an award for
tackling this complex social problem in such a very thorough and well-organized way. Highly
Recommended.--CHOICEAt any given moment, about 3 million American women, men, and children
are homeless. And another 5 million Americans spend over 50% of their incomes on housing,
meaning that one missed paycheck, one health crisis, or one unpaid utility bill can push them out the
door into homelessness. Homelessness is one of the major social problems and personal and family
tragedies of the contemporary world. No community, city, or nation is immune and the lack of
affordable housing and a decline in secure, well-paying jobs means that the problem will only get
worse. The Encyclopedia of Homelessness is the first systematic effort to organize and summarize
what we know about this complex topic that impacts not only the homeless but all of society. The
Encyclopedia focuses on the current situation in the United States with a comparative sampling of
homelessness around the world. Key Themes* Causes* Lifestyle Issues* Health Issues and Services*
History* Legal Issues and Advocacy* Government Policies and Programs* Organizations* Research
Approaches* Service Systems and Settings* Size and Characteristics of the Homeless Population*
Public Perceptions of Homelessness* World Issues and Perspectives Quick and Easy Regional
Comparisons Additional descriptive articles cover homelessness today in a sample of American cities
and a sample of cities and nations of the world, allowing for quick and easy comparisons. The
Encyclopedia contains entries on Australia, Brazil, Canada, Cuba, France, Guatemala, Japan,
Nigeria, Russia, Sweden, the United Kingdom, Zimbabwe, Tokyo, Calcutta, London and others
around the world. The Encyclopedia of Homelessness meets the needs of a broad audience, offering



a rich history and the data, views, and perspectives of experts from different disciplines and
perspectives, including * Sociologists* Anthropologists* Economists* Historians* Social Policy
Analysts and Planners* Program Administrators* Physicians* Social Workers* Lawyers who provide
advocacy and services* Journalists* Students of history, social studies, and the social sciences in
high school through graduate school Appendices In addition to the articles, the Encyclopedia
provides five carefully researched and compiled appendices that make this the key starting point for
the study of homelessness: * Homelessness Autobiographical and Fictional* Homelessness in
Popular Culture: Film* Directory of Street Newspapers*Documentary History (Selection of primary
source material)* Master Bibliography Key Features * Two volumes and over 150 entries, organized
alphabetically* Entries written by an international team of leading authorities in the field* Reader’s
Guide groups entries by broad topic areas* Appendices offer a wealth of additional information

riding the rails in the great depression: Critical Perspectives on the Great Depression
Paul Kupperberg, 2005 Explores the cause and effect of the great stock market crash on October 29,
1929 that become known as Black Tuesday, a decade of struggle for the American people, and the
promised New Deal.

riding the rails in the great depression: The Great Depression and World War II Rodney
P. Carlisle, 2009 Changing International affairs and the forces of technological innovation shaped
the lives of Americans in the last decades of the 20th century. While the end of the Cold War and the
collapse of the Soviet Union gave rise to hopes of peaceful international relations, the Gulf War and
the attacks of September 11, 2001 on the World Trade Center in New York shattered these
aspirations. In the social sphere, cell phones, CDs, and the Internet completely transformed the ways
by which people communicated and conveyed information. The election of an African-American man
to the presidency marked the successful continuation of the struggle for equal civil rights, bolstering
America's reputation as a radically changing place in this contemporary period.

riding the rails in the great depression: The Era of Modernization Through the 1930s Kathy
Sammis, 2000 Topics include: The Progressive Era The United States and World Affairs The Roaring
Twenties Great Depression The New Deal See other Focus on U.S. History titles

riding the rails in the great depression: What Was the Great Depression? Janet B. Pascal,
Who HQ, 2015-12-22 On October 29, 1929, life in the United States took a turn for the worst. The
stock market - the system that controls money in America - plunged to a record low. But this event
was only the beginning of many bad years to come. By the early 1930s, one out of three people was
not working. People lost their jobs, their houses, or both and ended up in shantytowns called
“Hoovervilles” named for the president at the time of the crash. By 1933, many banks had gone
under. Though the U.S. has seen other times of struggle, the Great Depression remains one of the
hardest and most widespread tragedies in American history. Now it is represented clearly and with
80 illustrations in our What Was...? series.

riding the rails in the great depression: America Between the Wars, 1919-1941 David
Welky, 2012-01-17 This collection situates over seventy essential primary documents in their
historical context to illustrate the American experience during the interwar era (1919-1941).
Introduces a broad range of cultural and historical topics, from race and the role of women to trends
in literature and the Great Depression Includes a range of photographs and illustrations
End-of-chapter questions encourage critical thinking and analysis, while a bibliography prepares
students for further research

riding the rails in the great depression: The Story of the Great Depression Mona Gedney,
2020-02-04 The Great Depression was one of the worst crises of the twentieth century. For some
time, the very survival of the country appeared to be at stake. Businesses failed, banks closed,
people lost their homes, and thousands lined up at soup kitchens across the United States. Franklin
D. Roosevelt proposed a new deal, and in 1932 he was elected president. Many of his New Deal
policies shaped the country in ways that are still visible today, like Social Security and the 40-hour
work week. The government struggled to help the people and to keep the economy stable. The Great
Depression could not be legislated out of existence, however. Only a world war was able to vanquish



it.

riding the rails in the great depression: Oddball lowa Jerome Pohlen, 2005 This zany travel
guide presents a more peculiar state than the Iowa Tourism Office might like out-of-towners to
imagine. Leaving out the traditional scenic trips to the Mississippi River bluffs and the Amana
Colonies, this guide will take the adventurous traveler to the future birthplace of Captain James T.
Kirk, the home of the Lonely Goat Herder marionettes from The Sound of Music, and the world's
largest Cheeto. To enhance the experience of this unusual side of Iowa, the guide includes facts
about numerous events in Iowa's history, such as Ozzy Osbourne's infamous bat-biting incident and
Jesse James's first moving-train robbery. Iowa is depicted as the birthplace of the Roto-Rooter, the
Delicious apple, the electronic computer, the reinforced concrete bridge, and the Eskimo pie. The
accompanying photographs and maps will direct travelers to other fun vacation spots and
attractions, including the butter sculptures at the lowa State Fair, the annual National Skillet Throw,
the Hobo Convention and Museum, the Ice Cream Capital of the World, and the National Balloon
Museum.

riding the rails in the great depression: Huck'’s Raft Steven Mintz, 2004-11-15 Like Huck’s
raft, the experience of American childhood has been both adventurous and terrifying. For more than
three centuries, adults have agonized over raising children while children have followed their own
paths to development and expression. Now, Steven Mintz gives us the first comprehensive history of
American childhood encompassing both the child’s and the adult’s tumultuous early years of life.
Underscoring diversity through time and across regions, Mintz traces the transformation of children
from the sinful creatures perceived by Puritans to the productive workers of nineteenth-century
farms and factories, from the cosseted cherubs of the Victorian era to the confident consumers of
our own. He explores their role in revolutionary upheaval, westward expansion, industrial growth,
wartime mobilization, and the modern welfare state. Revealing the harsh realities of children’s lives
through history—the rigors of physical labor, the fear of chronic ailments, the heartbreak of
premature death—he also acknowledges the freedom children once possessed to discover their
world as well as themselves. Whether at work or play, at home or school, the transition from
childhood to adulthood has required generations of Americans to tackle tremendously difficult
challenges. Today, adults impose ever-increasing demands on the young for self-discipline, cognitive
development, and academic achievement, even as the influence of the mass media and consumer
culture has grown. With a nod to the past, Mintz revisits an alternative to the goal-driven realities of
contemporary childhood. An odyssey of psychological self-discovery and growth, this book suggests
a vision of childhood that embraces risk and freedom—Ilike the daring adventure on Huck's raft.

riding the rails in the great depression: Teenage Jon Savage, 2008-03-25 In his previous
landmark book on youth culture and teen angst, the award-winning England's Dreaming, Jon Savage
presented the definitive history of the English punk movement (The New York Times). Now, in
Teenage, he explores the secret prehistory of a phenomenon we thought we knew, in a monumental
work of cultural investigative reporting. Beginning in 1875 and ending in 1945, when the term
teenage became an integral part of popular culture, Savage draws widely on film, music, literature
high and low, fashion, politics, and art and fuses popular culture and social history into a stunning
chronicle of modern life.

riding the rails in the great depression: Children of the Great Depression Russell
Freedman, 2005 Discusses what life was like for children and their families during the harsh times
of the Depression, from 1929 to the beginning of World War II.

riding the rails in the great depression: From Dead Ends to Cold Warriors Peter W.Y.
Lee, 2021-02-12 Peter W.Y. Lee explores how the legacy of the Great Depression and World War II
shaped the formative years of the Cold War. Lee uses youth culture in American films to show how
the postwar concerns over the family, race, militarism, and internationalism were carryovers from
the past 15 years, which coalesced into anticommunism.

riding the rails in the great depression: The Great Depression in America William H. Young,
Nancy K. Young, 2007-03-30 Everything from Amos n' Andy to zeppelins is included in this expansive



two volume encyclopedia of popular culture during the Great Depression era. Two hundred entries
explore the entertainments, amusements, and people of the United States during the difficult years
of the 1930s. In spite of, or perhaps because of, such dire financial conditions, the worlds of art,
fashion, film, literature, radio, music, sports, and theater pushed forward. Conditions of the times
were often mirrored in the popular culture with songs such as Brother Can You Spare a Dime,
breadlines and soup kitchens, homelessness, and prohibition and repeal. Icons of the era such as
Fred Astaire and Ginger Rogers, Louis Armstrong, Bing Crosby, F. Scott Fitzgerald, George and Ira
Gershwin, Jean Harlow, Billie Holiday, the Marx Brothers, Roy Rogers, Frank Sinatra, and Shirley
Temple entertained many. Dracula, Gone With the Wind, It Happened One Night, and Superman
distracted others from their daily worries. Fads and games - chain letters, jigsaw puzzles, marathon
dancing, miniature golf, Monopoly - amused some, while musicians often sang the blues. Nancy and
William Young have written a work ideal for college and high school students as well as general
readers looking for an overview of the popular culture of the 1930s. Art deco, big bands, Bonnie and
Clyde, the Chicago's World Fair, Walt Disney, Duke Ellington, five-and-dimes, the Grand Ole Opry,
the jitter-bug, Lindbergh kidnapping, Little Orphan Annie, the Olympics, operettas, quiz shows,
Seabiscuit, vaudeville, westerns, and Your Hit Parade are just a sampling of the vast range of entries
in this work. Reference features include an introductory essay providing an historical and cultural
overview of the period, bibliography, and index.

riding the rails in the great depression: North Carolina During the Great Depression ,
2003-01-30 Through interviews with survivors of the Depression, the use of photographs taken by
Federally supported photographers (many reproduced here) and research into the history of the
period, the work provides an accurate and even uplifting portrait of the people of the mountains,
piedmont and Coastal areas of North Carolina in the 1930s. The chapters include examinations of
the industries and natural resources of North Carolina during the Depression, as well as information
on the education, health, population, labor, governorships, housing and entertainment of the time.
The effects of the New Deal Programs and other important historic events are discussed. The work
includes 200 photographs to complement interviews with North Carolina natives about their
experiences, as well as appendices, a bibliography, and an index covering important federal
photographers in North Carolina during the Great Depression.

riding the rails in the great depression: Legends & Lore of Western Pennsylvania
Thomas White, 2009-06-01 Thomas White spins a beguiling yarn with tales that reach from the misty
hollows of the Alleghenies to the lost islands of Pittsburgh. Oppaymolleah's Curse. General
Braddock's buried gold. The original man of steel, Joe Magarac. Such legends have found a home
among the rich folklore of Western Pennsylvania. White invites readers to learn the truth behind the
urban legend of the Green Man, speculate on the conspiracy surrounding the lost B-25 bomber of
Monongahela and shiver over the ghostly lore of Western Pennsylvania.

riding the rails in the great depression: The Great Depression and the New Deal Daniel
Leab, Kenneth J. Bindas, Alan Harris Stein, Justin Corfield, Steven L. Danver, 2009-12-18 A
comprehensive encyclopedia of the 1930s in the United States, showing how the Depression affected
every aspect of American life. In two volumes, The Great Depression and the New Deal: A Thematic
Encyclopedia captures the full scope of a defining era of American history. Like no other available
reference, it offers a comprehensive portrait of the nation from the Crash of 1929 to the onset of
World War II, exploring the impact of the Depression and the New Deal on all aspects of American
life. The book features hundreds of alphabetically organized entries in sections focusing on
economics, politics, social ramifications, the arts, and ethnic issues. With an extraordinary range of
primary sources integrated throughout , The Great Depression and the New Deal is the new
cornerstone resource on a historic moment that is casting a shadow on our own unsettled times.

riding the rails in the great depression: The Days Between the Years Sherry Austin, 2007 A
heartwarming story of a widow who rediscovers her distant past, this historical novel centers on
Trixie Goforth as she revisits her former life. Trixie and her family are decorating the Christmas tree
when she stumbles upon an old ornament and is reminded of a forgotten history. Through her



memories, she reveals the sacrifices and compromises she made as a young woman to please her
family, and her children discover she had a wild and reckless romantic nature that she had kept
hidden for years. In the midst of the Great Depression and World War II, Trixie found warmth,
family, and a first love; these cherished memories rewarm her present life, as she learns she may be
celebrating her last Christmas.
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