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The Heartbreak of Aaron Burr: A Complex Legacy of Ambition and Loss

the heartbreak of aaron burr is a story often overshadowed by his infamous duel with Alexander Hamilton, yet
it delves much deeper into the personal tragedies and political downfalls that shaped this enigmatic figure in
early American history. Burr’s life was marked not only by his public ambitions but also by profound private
sorrows that reveal a man wrestling with his desires, regrets, and the consequences of his choices.
Understanding the heartbreak of Aaron Burr means exploring a portrait of a man caught between towering
aspirations and the isolating repercussions of his actions.

The Early Promise and Personal Loss

Aaron Burr’s early life was filled with promise. Born in 1756 into a prominent family, he was a brilliant
student and a gifted lawyer. Burr’s intelligence and charm quickly propelled him into the upper echelons of
American politics. Yet beneath this promising exterior lay a series of personal losses that would haunt him.

Family Tragedies and Emotional Struggles

Burr’s relationship with his family was complicated. His father, Aaron Burr Sr., died when Burr was just a
child, leaving him to be raised in a world marked by strict expectations and personal grief. Later in life, Burr
endured the loss of his beloved daughter Theodosia, an event that devastated him deeply. Theodosia was not
just his child but also his confidante and intellectual equal, and her untimely death during a sea voyage left
Burr isolated and heartbroken.

This personal grief played a significant role in shaping Burr’s emotional landscape. The heartbreak of Aaron
Burr goes beyond political defeat—it is rooted in the intimate pain of losing those closest to him, casting a
shadow that would affect his decisions and relationships.

The Duel with Alexander Hamilton: A Turning Point

No discussion of Aaron Burr’s heartbreak is complete without addressing the duel that changed everything.
Burr’s political rivalry with Alexander Hamilton culminated in their infamous duel in 1804, which resulted in
Hamilton’s death and Burr’s social and political ostracization.

The Cost of Ambition and Rivalry

The duel was not just a clash of two men but a collision of political ideologies and personal vendettas.
Burr’s ambition to rise to the presidency was thwarted by Hamilton’s opposition, and their bitter rivalry ended
tragically. Although Burr survived the duel physically unscathed, the event marked the beginning of his
downfall.

The heartbreak of Aaron Burr after the duel was twofold: the loss of a political career and the burden of
killing a man who was once a respected colleague. Burr’s reputation was tarnished, and he became a pariah in
much of the political world. This period highlights the devastating consequences of unchecked ambition and
personal pride.



The Trial and Exile: The Downfall of a Statesman

Following the duel, Burr’s life spiraled further into turmoil. Accusations of conspiracy and treason against
the United States led to his arrest and trial, which, although he was acquitted, effectively ended his political
career.

From Vice President to Outcast

Burr’s trial for treason in 1807 was one of the most sensational legal battles of the early republic. He was
accused of plotting to create an independent nation in the western territories, a charge that lacked concrete
evidence but nevertheless destroyed his standing.

This phase of Burr’s life embodies the heartbreak of Aaron Burr as a man who went from the second-highest
office in the nation to a figure of suspicion and disgrace. The isolation he experienced during this time was
profound, as former allies distanced themselves and Burr grappled with the consequences of his ambitious
schemes.

Lessons from the Heartbreak of Aaron Burr

The story of Aaron Burr’s heartbreak offers timeless insights into the complexity of human ambition, the
fragility of reputation, and the impact of personal loss on public life.

Understanding Ambition and Its Risks

Burr’s life illustrates how ambition, while a powerful motivator, can lead to isolation and downfall when
not tempered by prudence and empathy. His rivalry with Hamilton, fueled by personal and political ambition,
ended tragically for both men. It serves as a cautionary tale about the dangers of allowing rivalry and pride
to overshadow reasoned judgment.

The Importance of Personal Connections

The emotional losses Burr suffered, especially the death of his daughter Theodosia, underscore the importance
of nurturing personal relationships amidst the demands of public life. Burr’s heartbreak was not merely
political but deeply personal, reminding us that even the most formidable public figures are vulnerable to
private grief.

Reputation and Redemption

Despite his flaws and failures, Aaron Burr’s story is also one of resilience. After his exile, he spent years
abroad, eventually returning to New York, where he worked quietly as a lawyer until his death. His life
prompts reflection on how reputations can be made and unmade, and how individuals seek redemption and peace
after public disgrace.



The Enduring Legacy of Aaron Burr’s Heartbreak

Today, Aaron Burr remains a fascinating and controversial figure in American history. His heartbreak is not
just a footnote but a vital part of understanding the man behind the headlines. From his early promise to his
tragic downfall, Burr’s story evokes empathy and reflection on the complexities of human ambition, loss, and
the search for meaning.

In popular culture, including recent portrayals in musicals and literature, the heartbreak of Aaron Burr
continues to capture imaginations, inviting audiences to explore the nuanced layers of his character. Beyond
the duel and political intrigue lies a deeply human story of love, loss, and the consequences of choices made in
pursuit of greatness.

By examining the heartbreak of Aaron Burr, we gain a richer understanding of the fragile balance between
personal desires and public duty, a theme as relevant today as it was in the early days of the American
republic.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Heartbreak of Aaron Burr' about?

'The Heartbreak of Aaron Burr' is a song from the musical Hamilton that explores Aaron Burr's feelings of
loneliness, rejection, and his complex emotions towards Alexander Hamilton.

Who wrote 'The Heartbreak of Aaron Burr'?

The song was written by Lin-Manuel Miranda, the creator of the musical Hamilton.

Why is Aaron Burr portrayed as heartbroken in the song?

In the song, Burr expresses his frustration and sorrow over being overlooked and rejected in both his personal
ambitions and relationships, highlighting his isolation and desire for connection.

How does 'The Heartbreak of Aaron Burr' contribute to the story of
Hamilton?

'The Heartbreak of Aaron Burr' provides insight into Burr's character, motivations, and emotional state,
setting the stage for his rivalry with Alexander Hamilton throughout the musical.

Is 'The Heartbreak of Aaron Burr' a popular song from Hamilton?

While not one of the most famous songs, 'The Heartbreak of Aaron Burr' is appreciated by fans for its
emotional depth and character development of Aaron Burr.

Additional Resources
The Heartbreak of Aaron Burr: A Historical and Emotional Investigation

the heartbreak of aaron burr is a phrase that encapsulates the complex emotional and political turmoil faced
by one of early America’s most enigmatic figures. Aaron Burr, a prominent statesman and the third Vice
President of the United States, is often remembered for his controversial duel with Alexander Hamilton.
However, beyond the political drama lies a narrative of personal disappointment, lost ambitions, and historical



judgment that shaped Burr’s legacy. This article delves into the multifaceted heartbreak experienced by Aaron
Burr, exploring its origins, manifestations, and lasting impact on American history.

Understanding Aaron Burr’s Life and Legacy

To grasp the heartbreak of Aaron Burr, one must first understand the trajectory of his career and personal
life. Born in 1756, Burr quickly rose through the ranks of Revolutionary America, serving as a Continental
Army officer, a lawyer, and a politician. His intelligence and ambition propelled him to the vice presidency under
Thomas Jefferson from 1801 to 1805. Yet, despite his early successes, Burr’s life was marked by a series of
setbacks and misfortunes that left him isolated and vilified.

The Political Fallout: The Duel and Its Aftermath

The most infamous episode defining Burr’s heartbreak is his duel with Alexander Hamilton in 1804. This event
was not merely a personal conflict but the climax of deep political rivalries and personal grievances.
Hamilton, a Federalist leader and former Secretary of the Treasury, had long opposed Burr’s ambitions. The
duel resulted in Hamilton’s death and Burr’s political downfall.

The duel’s consequences were immediate and severe:

Burr faced widespread public condemnation and legal challenges.

He was charged with murder in New York and New Jersey, though never tried.

His political career effectively ended, alienating him from both Federalists and Democratic-Republicans.

This episode symbolizes the heartbreak of Aaron Burr as a man whose quest for power and recognition
culminated in tragedy and public disgrace.

Personal Losses and Emotional Struggles

Beyond the political arena, Burr’s personal life also bore the scars of heartbreak. His relationships were often
strained, and he experienced profound loneliness during his later years. The loss of his wife, Theodosia Bartow
Prevost, in 1794 was a devastating blow; she had been a stabilizing force and a trusted confidante. Their
close relationship, marked by mutual intellectual respect and affection, was a cornerstone of Burr’s
emotional world.

Furthermore, Burr’s relationship with his daughter, Theodosia Burr Alston, added another layer of complexity
to his heartbreak. Theodosia was highly educated and deeply admired by her father, yet she disappeared
mysteriously at sea in 1813. This loss compounded Burr’s sense of isolation and despair, reflecting the
profound personal grief that paralleled his political ruin.

The Broader Historical Context of Burr’s Heartbreak

Aaron Burr’s heartbreak cannot be fully understood without situating it within the political and social
dynamics of the early American republic. The era was characterized by intense factionalism, shifting alliances,
and evolving concepts of honor and political legitimacy.



Political Rivalries and the Culture of Honor

The duel with Hamilton was emblematic of the prevailing culture of honor among early American elites.
Personal reputation was intertwined with political power, and disputes frequently escalated into violent
confrontations. Burr’s participation in the duel reflected not only personal animosity but also the pressures
of maintaining status in a volatile political landscape.

Comparatively, while other political figures managed to navigate these tensions without resorting to lethal
violence, Burr’s choice marked him as an outlier, contributing to his ostracization. This decision underscores the
intersection of personal heartbreak with broader cultural expectations.

The Aftermath and Burr’s Later Years

Following the duel and subsequent political exile, Burr’s later life was marked by further controversy and
hardship. He became embroiled in the so-called “Burr Conspiracy,” an alleged scheme to create an independent
nation in the western territories, which led to his arrest and trial for treason in 1807. Although acquitted,
the trial further tarnished his reputation.

During this period, Burr’s heartbreak manifested not only in his diminished public standing but also in his financial
difficulties and social marginalization. He spent his final years in relative obscurity, traveling to Europe and
attempting to rebuild his career as a lawyer and lecturer, but never regaining his former prominence.

Legacy and Modern Perspectives on Aaron Burr’s Heartbreak

The heartbreak of Aaron Burr continues to fascinate historians, biographers, and the public alike. Modern
interpretations often highlight the paradoxes within Burr’s character—a man of considerable talent and
ambition undone by a combination of personal flaws, political miscalculations, and historical circumstances.

Reevaluating Burr’s Contributions

Recent scholarship has sought to reassess Burr’s role in American history, emphasizing his contributions to the
early republic and his complex personality. This reevaluation often frames Burr’s heartbreak as a cautionary
tale about the costs of political ambition and the fragility of reputation in a young democracy.

The Cultural Resonance of Burr’s Story

Burr’s story has permeated popular culture, most notably through the musical “Hamilton,” which brought
renewed attention to his life and heartbreak. This portrayal has sparked debates about historical accuracy
and the nature of legacy, illustrating how Burr’s heartbreak remains relevant as a symbol of ambition
thwarted by circumstance.

Key Factors Behind the Heartbreak of Aaron Burr

Analyzing the heartbreak of Aaron Burr reveals several interrelated factors:

Political Ambition and Rivalry: Burr’s desire for power collided with established political forces,1.



especially the Federalists led by Hamilton.

Personal Tragedies: The deaths of his wife and daughter added profound emotional grief to his public2.
misfortunes.

Cultural Norms: The honor culture of the era compelled Burr to engage in the fatal duel that sealed his3.
fate.

Legal and Social Isolation: Charges of murder and treason, alongside public scorn, marginalized Burr4.
from mainstream society.

Historical Interpretation: Subsequent narratives have alternately vilified and sympathized with Burr,5.
shaping his complex legacy.

These elements combine to form a multifaceted portrait of heartbreak, reflecting the interplay between
individual agency and historical forces.

The heartbreak of Aaron Burr remains a poignant chapter in American history, illustrating how personal
ambition and societal expectations can intersect with tragic consequences. His life story invites ongoing
reflection on the nature of legacy, the costs of political rivalry, and the enduring human experience of loss and
regret.
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primarily on Vidal’s historical fiction. In his novels depicting American history and those set in
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collaborations, redefining the world of musical theater. How did Lin-Manuel Miranda, the sweet,
sensitive son of Puerto Rican parents from an immigrant neighborhood in Manhattan, rise to become
the preeminent musical storyteller of the 21st century? Lin-Manuel Miranda: The Education of an
Artist is his incredible story as never told before, tracing Miranda’s path from an often isolated child
to the winner of multiple Tonys and Grammys for his Broadway hits Hamilton and In the Heights; a
global chart-topping sensation for his songs in Disney’s Moana and Encanto; and the recipient of a
Pulitzer Prize and a MacArthur Genius Grant. Miranda’s journey is a testament to the power of
creativity, collaboration, and cultural synthesis. He was not a musical prodigy, but an insatiable
drive to create art and learn from those around him propelled him to fuse his Latino heritage with
pop, hip-hop, and the musical styles of Broadway. His was a new way of telling American stories, and
of speaking to new audiences. Drawing on interviews with Miranda’s family, friends, and



mentors—and many conversations with Miranda himself—Daniel Pollack-Pelzner delves into the
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  the heartbreak of aaron burr: Women's Art of the British Empire Mary Ellen Snodgrass,
2019-11-11 The spread of the British Empire around the globe made vast changes in the relationship
of peoples to places. Because the logistics of colonization varied, countries passed in and out of the
empire, some rapidly and others slower or by degrees. Multiculturalism broadened the world’s
ability to read the English language and understand and adopt England’s ethics and morals. Into the
early twentieth century, the posting of the British army and navy and the establishment of
English-style embassies and police forces in remote colonies freed single travelers, especially women
and children, of the fear of violence or kidnap. As a result, girls and women found outlets for
creativity by exploring unfamiliar lands. In Women's Art of the British Empire, Mary Ellen Snodgrass
provides an overview of multiracial arts and crafts from Great Britain’s Empire. Drawing upon
primary sources, this volume encompasses a wide variety of artistic accomplishment, such as:
sewing and quiltingbasketry and weavingsongwriting and dancing diaries, memoirs, editorials, and
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and extensive examinations of artistic talent, Women's Art of the British Empire is a valuable
resource for students, scholars, and anyone interested in learning about the history of women and
their artistic contributions.
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sometimes called �America�s forgotten war,� was a curious affair. At the time, it was dismissed as
�Mr. Madison�s War.� Later it was hailed by some as America�s �Second War for Independence�



and ridiculed by others, such as President Harry Truman, as �the silliest damned war we ever had.�
The conflict, which produced several great heroes and future presidents, was all this and more. In
America�s First Crisis Robert P. Watson tells the stories of the most intriguing battles and leaders
and shares the most important blunders and victories of the war. What started out as an effort to
invade Canada, fueled by anger over the harassment of American merchant ships by the Royal Navy,
soon turned into an all-out effort to fend off an invasion by Britain. Armies marched across the
Canadian border and sacked villages; navies battled on Lake Ontario, Lake Champlain, and the
world�s oceans; both the American and Canadian capitals were burned; and, in a final irony, the
United States won its greatest victory in New Orleans�after the peace treaty had been signed.
�Watson has produced a highly readable and lively account of the key battles, commanders, and
events of this �forgotten war.� Watson presents this important war as not only unnecessary and
filled with intrigue, but a conflict that ended up shaping both American nationalism and the
geopolitical future of the continent. This book accomplishes its goal of providing a new
understanding of the importance of this underappreciated war.� � Richard M. Yon, United States
Military Academy �This thorough, informative, and engaging narrative of the War of 1812 will be of
great interest to scholars, students, and anyone interested in military history and American politics.
It brings battles from over two hundred years ago to life and illustrates why studying this war is
essential to understanding conflicts over US foreign and defense policy today. It combines skillful
historical research with careful attention to major institutional developments in the American
political system.� � Meena Bose, Hofstra University �Professor Watson provides marvelous insights
into America�s first declared�though least known and understood�war. From British impressments
to diplomatic missteps, the reasons for this war that almost started in 1807 are illuminated. The
rookie mistakes that nearly cost America her newly won independence, the defensive stands that
serve as a source of pride for many Canadians, and the exhausted adventures of British crusaders
are brought to life, as the characters, ships, and battles are described with vivid detail and in a
straightforward manner. This book will please students of American history interested in both
diplomacy and war and also satisfy the casual reader looking for greater knowledge and awareness
about the War of 1812.� � Sean D. Foreman, coeditor of The Roads to Congress 2012
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infamous duel left the Founding Father dead and turned a sitting Vice President into a fugitive. In
the summer of 1804, two of America’s most eminent statesmen squared off, pistols raised, on a bluff
along the Hudson River. Why would two such men risk not only their lives but the stability of the
young country they helped forge? In War of Two, John Sedgwick explores the long-standing conflict
between Founding Father Alexander Hamilton and Vice President Aaron Burr. Matching each
other’s ambition and skill as lawyers in New York, they later battled for power along political fault
lines that would decide—and define—the future of the United States. A series of letters between
Burr and Hamilton suggests the duel was fought over an unflattering comment made at a dinner
party. But another letter, written by Hamilton the night before the event, provides critical insight
into his true motivation. It was addressed to former Speaker of the House Theodore Sedgwick, a
trusted friend of both men, and the author’s own ancestor. John Sedgwick suggests that Hamilton
saw Burr not merely as a personal rival but as a threat to the nation. It was a fear that would prove
justified after Hamilton’s death... INCLUDES COLOR IMAGES AND ILLUSTRATIONS
  the heartbreak of aaron burr: James Monroe Tim McGrath, 2021-05-04 The extraordinary life
of James Monroe: soldier, senator, diplomat, and the last Founding Father to hold the presidency, a
man who helped transform thirteen colonies into a vibrant and mighty republic. “A first-rate account
of a remarkable life.”—Jon Meacham • “Fascinating.” —H. W. Brands • “Captivating... Highly
recommended.”—Nathaniel Philbrick • “A luminous portrait of the most underappreciated of our
Founders.”—Joel Richard Paul • “Excellent.”—Library Journal (starred review) Monroe lived a life
defined by revolutions. From the battlefields of the War for Independence, to his ambassadorship in
Paris in the days of the guillotine, to his own role in the creation of Congress's partisan divide, he



was a man who embodied the restless spirit of the age. He was never one to back down from a fight,
whether it be with Alexander Hamilton, with whom he nearly engaged in a duel (prevented,
ironically, by Aaron Burr), or George Washington, his hero turned political opponent. This
magnificent new biography vividly re-creates the epic sweep of Monroe’s life: his near-death
wounding at Trenton and a brutal winter at Valley Forge; his pivotal negotiations with France over
the Louisiana Purchase; his deep, complex friendships with Thomas Jefferson and James Madison;
his valiant leadership when the British ransacked the nation’s capital and burned down the
Executive Mansion; and Monroe’s lifelong struggle to reckon with his own complicity in slavery.
Elected the fifth president of the United States in 1816, this fiercest of partisans sought to bridge
divisions and sow unity, calming turbulent political seas and inheriting Washington's mantle of
placing country above party. Over his two terms, Monroe transformed the nation, strengthening
American power both at home and abroad. Critically acclaimed author Tim McGrath has consulted
an extensive array of primary sources, many rarely seen since Monroe's own time, to conjure up this
fascinating portrait of an essential American statesman and president.
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Rican immigrants, Miranda’s life-long obsession with music, theater and the possibilities of creating
for The Great White Way drove him through the ups and downs of the highly competitive world of
Broadway and, through sheer drive, determination and an abundance of creative talent has made his
way to the top of the entertainment world. Through extensive research in a number of widely
divergent sources, Shapiro has pieced together the life and times of Lin-Manuel Miranda, replete
with all the large and small moments that comprise the character of a literal creative renaissance
man, composer, actor, culturally and socially savvy and multi-Tony-Award and Pulitzer Prize-winning
giant of the Broadway stage whose future is only limited by his imagination which is always on the
go and creating worlds to come Renaissance Man: The Lin Manuel Miranda Story is a blueprint for
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Little did he know that his random choice would eventually help him change the face of Broadway.
The book was Ron Chernow's biography of Alexander Hamilton, an original Founding Father of the
United States. Seven years later, Miranda's revolutionary hip-hop musical opened to tremendous
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Hamilton's story using twenty-first-century music and casting? How did his vision transform from
hip-hop mixtape to Broadway musical? This engaging book shares this fascinating story.
  the heartbreak of aaron burr: We are Not One People Michael J. Lee, R. Jarrod Atchison,
2022 E pluribus unum was suggested for the national seal in 1776, but national oneness has been
haunted by its opposite ever since. We Are Not One People demonstrates how the persistence of
separatist movements in American history reveals as much about the nation's politics as it does the



would-be separatists. Each chapter explores how great swaths of Americans of every ideological
stripe, in good times and bad, in and beyond the South, have disputed the nation's oneness and
stressed its divisibility. Trumpeted in American myths, mottos, movies, and songs, separatism is
omnipresent in American political culture. Separatist rhetoric has shaped Americans' experience of
what it means to be an American, and we can learn much about the durable appeal and enduring
fragility of the United States from those who tried to leave it. As one Vermont separatist quips,
leaving is as American as apple pie. We Are Not One People is a bold, pathbreaking, and
far-reaching account of disunionists from 1776 to the present who wanted, as phrased in the
Declaration of Independence, to dissolve the political bands connecting them to other Americans.
  the heartbreak of aaron burr: The Last Campaign H. W. Brands, 2023-09-19 Bestselling
historian and Pulitzer Prize finalist H. W. Brands follows the lives of General William Tecumseh
Sherman and Apache war leader Geronimo to tell the story of the Indian Wars and the final fight for
control of the American continent. Gripping...Brands’ writing style and his mastery of history make
the book an excellent introduction to the time period for newcomers, and a fresh perspective for
those already familiar with this chapter in the nation’s history.” —AP William Tecumseh Sherman
and Geronimo were keen strategists and bold soldiers, ruthless with their enemies. Over the course
of the 1870s and 1880s these two war chiefs would confront each other in the final battle for what
the American West would be: a sparsely settled, wild home where Indian tribes could thrive, or a
more densely populated extension of the America to the east of the Mississippi. Sherman was a
well-connected son of Ohio who attended West Point and rose to prominence through his
scorched-earth campaigns in the Civil War. Geronimo grew up among the Apache people, hunting
wild game for sustenance and roaming freely on the land. After the brutal killing of his wife, children
and mother by Mexican soldiers, he became a relentless avenger, raiding Mexican settlements
across the American border. When Sherman rose to commanding general of the Army, he was tasked
with bringing Geronimo and his followers onto a reservation where they would live as farmers and
ranchers and roam no more. But Geronimo preferred to fight. The Last Campaign is a powerful
retelling of a turning point in the making of our nation and a searing elegy for a way of life that is
gone.
  the heartbreak of aaron burr: The Zealot and the Emancipator H. W. Brands, 2021-10-12
From the acclaimed historian and bestselling author: a page-turning account of the epic struggle
over slavery as embodied by John Brown and Abraham Lincoln—two men moved to radically
different acts to confront our nation’s gravest sin. John Brown was a charismatic and deeply
religious man who heard the God of the Old Testament speaking to him, telling him to destroy
slavery by any means. When Congress opened Kansas territory to slavery in 1854, Brown raised a
band of followers to wage war. His men tore pro-slavery settlers from their homes and hacked them
to death with broadswords. Three years later, Brown and his men assaulted the federal arsenal at
Harpers Ferry, Virginia, hoping to arm slaves with weapons for a race war that would cleanse the
nation of slavery. Brown’s violence pointed ambitious Illinois lawyer and former officeholder
Abraham Lincoln toward a different solution to slavery: politics. Lincoln spoke cautiously and
dreamed big, plotting his path back to Washington and perhaps to the White House. Yet his caution
could not protect him from the vortex of violence Brown had set in motion. After Brown’s arrest, his
righteous dignity on the way to the gallows led many in the North to see him as a martyr to liberty.
Southerners responded with anger and horror to a terrorist being made into a saint. Lincoln
shrewdly threaded the needle between the opposing voices of the fractured nation and won election
as president. But the time for moderation had passed, and Lincoln’s fervent belief that democracy
could resolve its moral crises peacefully faced its ultimate test. The Zealot and the Emancipator is
the thrilling account of how two American giants shaped the war for freedom.
  the heartbreak of aaron burr: The Alcalde , 2012-05 As the magazine of the Texas Exes, The
Alcalde has united alumni and friends of The University of Texas at Austin for nearly 100 years. The
Alcalde serves as an intellectual crossroads where UT's luminaries - artists, engineers, executives,
musicians, attorneys, journalists, lawmakers, and professors among them - meet bimonthly to



exchange ideas. Its pages also offer a place for Texas Exes to swap stories and share memories of
Austin and their alma mater. The magazine's unique name is Spanish for mayor or chief magistrate;
the nickname of the governor who signed UT into existence was The Old Alcalde.
  the heartbreak of aaron burr: Reagan H. W. Brands, 2016-05-17 From the two-time Pulitzer
Prize finalist, bestselling historian, and author of Our First Civil War—and the rare academic
historian who can write like a bestselling novelist (USA Today)—comes an irresistible portrait of an
underestimated politician whose pragmatic leadership and steadfast vision transformed the nation.
In his magisterial new biography, H. W. Brands brilliantly establishes Ronald Reagan as one of the
two great presidents of the twentieth century, a true peer to Franklin Roosevelt. Reagan conveys
with sweep and vigor how the confident force of Reagan’s personality and the unwavering nature of
his beliefs enabled him to engineer a conservative revolution in American politics and play a crucial
role in ending communism in the Soviet Union. Reagan shut down the age of liberalism, Brands
shows, and ushered in the age of Reagan, whose defining principles are still powerfully felt today.
Employing archival sources not available to previous biographers and drawing on dozens of
interviews with surviving members of Reagan’s administration, Brands has crafted a richly detailed
and fascinating narrative of the presidential years. He offers new insights into Reagan’s remote
management style and fractious West Wing staff, his deft handling of public sentiment to transform
the tax code, and his deeply misunderstood relationship with Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, on
which nothing less than the fate of the world turned. Look for H.W. Brands's other biographies: THE
FIRST AMERICAN (Benjamin Franklin), ANDREW JACKSON, THE MAN WHO SAVED THE UNION
(Ulysses S. Grant), and TRAITOR TO HIS CLASS (Franklin Roosevelt).
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