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The New Cold War Edward Lucas: Understanding the Geopolitical Shift

the new cold war edward lucas is a phrase that has gained significant
traction in recent years, especially as global tensions rise and geopolitical
rivalries reminiscent of the 20th century’s Cold War resurface. Edward Lucas,
a respected journalist and expert on Eastern Europe and Russia, has
extensively analyzed this evolving conflict, shedding light on the
complexities and dangers of what many now term the “new Cold War.” In this
article, we delve into Lucas’s perspectives, the historical context, and the
implications of this geopolitical struggle for the modern world.

Who is Edward Lucas and Why His Insights Matter

Edward Lucas is a British journalist and author known for his deep
understanding of Russia, security issues, and international relations. Having
served as the foreign editor for The Economist and written widely on
espionage, cyberwarfare, and political interference, Lucas has a front-row
seat to the unfolding dynamics between the West and Russia. His book, *The
New Cold War: Putin's Russia and the Threat to the West*, remains a seminal
work for anyone wanting to grasp the nuances of current tensions.

Lucas’s expertise is particularly valuable because he combines on-the-ground
knowledge from Eastern Europe with a broader understanding of global
politics. He doesn't just recount events; he explains strategies,
motivations, and the often unseen tactics employed by state actors. This
makes his analysis essential for policymakers, academics, and anyone
interested in the future of international security.

The New Cold War: What Does It Actually Mean?

When people talk about the “new Cold War,” they are referring to a renewed
period of strategic rivalry primarily between Russia and the Western bloc,
led by the United States and NATO. Unlike the original Cold War, which was
ideologically driven between capitalism and communism, the new version is
more about influence, control, and security concerns in a multipolar world.

Lucas’s interpretation emphasizes that this new Cold War is not Jjust a
military standoff but also a battle over information, cyber capabilities, and
political influence. It involves:

Cyberattacks targeting critical infrastructure and electoral processes

Disinformation campaigns designed to sow discord and undermine trust in
democratic institutions

e Military posturing and proxy conflicts in regions like Ukraine and Syria

e FEconomic pressure and energy politics as tools of coercion



This multidimensional conflict challenges traditional concepts of warfare and
diplomacy, making it harder to address and resolve.

Comparing the 0Old and New Cold War

While the original Cold War was marked by a clear division and the threat of
nuclear annihilation, the new Cold War features more subtle and asymmetric
tactics. According to Edward Lucas, Russia under Vladimir Putin has learned
from the past but adapted its methods to the digital age and a more
interconnected world. The emphasis is now on ambiguity and deniability,
making it difficult for the West to respond decisively without escalating
conflict.

Edward Lucas on Russia’s Role in the New Cold
War

A central theme in Lucas’s work is the role of Russia as the primary
antagonist in the new Cold War. He argues that Putin’s Russia views the
West’s expansion, especially NATO’'s eastward move, as a direct threat to its
sphere of influence and national security. This perceived encirclement has
fueled aggressive policies aimed at reasserting Russian dominance in its near
abroad.

Hybrid Warfare and Information Operations

Lucas coined much attention to Russia’s use of hybrid warfare—a blend of
conventional military force, irregular tactics, cyber operations, and
propaganda. This approach allows Russia to destabilize countries without
triggering a full-scale military response. For example, the annexation of
Crimea in 2014 was accompanied by a sophisticated information war that
confused global audiences and weakened the Ukrainian government’s position.

Furthermore, disinformation campaigns targeting Western democracies have been
a hallmark of this strategy. By exploiting social media and online platforms,
Russia aims to polarize societies, weaken alliances like NATO and the EU, and
erode trust in democratic institutions.

Energy as a Geopolitical Weapon

Another key insight from Edward Lucas involves Russia’s use of energy
supplies as leverage. Europe’s dependence on Russian natural gas provides
Moscow with a powerful tool to influence political decisions. Lucas warns
that energy dependency can undermine Western unity and embolden Russia’s
aggressive policies, especially when alternative energy sources are limited.

The West’'s Response: Lessons From Edward Lucas



In light of the new Cold War dynamics, Edward Lucas advocates for a robust
and coordinated Western response that goes beyond traditional diplomacy and
military deterrence. Here are some of the measures he emphasizes:

e Strengthening cyber defenses: Protecting critical infrastructure and
electoral systems from cyberattacks is essential.

e Combating disinformation: Investing in media literacy, fact-checking
organizations, and transparent communication to counter propaganda.

e Reinforcing NATO and EU unity: A cohesive front deters Russian
aggression and supports vulnerable states.

¢ Reducing energy dependency: Diversifying energy sources to limit
Russia’s leverage.

e Supporting democracy and rule of law: Encouraging reforms in Eastern
Europe to resist authoritarian influence.

Lucas stresses that complacency or underestimating Russia’s strategic
ambitions could have serious consequences. The West must recognize the new
Cold War’s unique challenges and adapt accordingly.

Diplomacy and Dialogue

While Lucas is critical of Russian tactics, he also acknowledges that
diplomacy remains vital. Open channels of communication reduce
misunderstandings and the risk of unintended escalation. However, diplomacy
must be backed by credible deterrence and a clear commitment to shared
values.

Why Understanding the New Cold War Matters
Today

The relevance of Edward Lucas’s analysis extends beyond academic interest.
The new Cold War affects global security, economic stability, and the future
of democracy. As tensions between Russia and the West continue, understanding
this conflict helps citizens and leaders make informed decisions.

For instance, recognizing the nature of hybrid warfare can help governments
develop better policies for cybersecurity and counterintelligence. Awareness
of disinformation tactics can empower individuals to critically evaluate news
sources and resist manipulation.

Moreover, Lucas’s warnings about energy dependency highlight the importance
of accelerating renewable energy development and building resilient supply
chains. These steps not only mitigate geopolitical risks but also address
broader challenges like climate change.



The Role of Media and Public Awareness

One of the most impactful aspects of Lucas’s work is highlighting the role of
media in the new Cold War. Independent journalism and transparent reporting
are crucial in exposing covert operations and holding governments
accountable. Public awareness fosters resilience against propaganda and
supports democratic institutions.

As the new Cold War unfolds, the interaction between state power, technology,
and information will shape the global order. Edward Lucas’s insights provide
valuable guidance for navigating this complex environment.

The new Cold War Edward Lucas describes is a warning and a call to action.
The world is witnessing a geopolitical contest that may define international
relations for decades to come. By understanding the forces at play and the
strategies involved, we can better prepare for the challenges ahead and work
towards a more stable and secure future.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Edward Lucas's book 'The
New Cold War'?

The main theme of Edward Lucas's book 'The New Cold War' is the resurgence of
geopolitical tensions between Russia and the West, highlighting the modern
strategies and conflicts that resemble the original Cold War era.

Who is Edward Lucas, the author of 'The New Cold
War'?
Edward Lucas 1is a British journalist, author, and analyst specializing in

security and intelligence issues, particularly relating to Russia and Eastern
Europe.

When was 'The New Cold War' by Edward Lucas
published?

'The New Cold War' by Edward Lucas was first published in 2008.

What key events does Edward Lucas discuss in 'The New
Cold War'?

Edward Lucas discusses key events such as Russia's political maneuvers under
Vladimir Putin, cyber warfare, energy politics, and conflicts in regions like
Ukraine and Georgia that signify the new geopolitical rivalry.

How does Edward Lucas describe Russia's approach in
'The New Cold War'?

In 'The New Cold War,' Edward Lucas describes Russia's approach as aggressive
and strategic, seeking to undermine Western influence through espionage,



propaganda, and political interference.

What relevance does 'The New Cold War' have to
current global affairs?

The book remains relevant as it provides insight into ongoing tensions
between Russia and Western countries, helping to understand contemporary
issues like cyber attacks, election interference, and military conflicts.

Does Edward Lucas suggest any solutions to the new
Cold War tensions in his book?

Edward Lucas advocates for stronger Western unity, increased intelligence
cooperation, and proactive measures to counter Russian aggression and protect
democratic institutions.

How has 'The New Cold War' influenced public and
political discourse?

The book has influenced discourse by raising awareness of the persistent
threats posed by Russia, shaping policy debates on security, intelligence,
and international relations.

Are there any criticisms of Edward Lucas's
perspective in 'The New Cold War'?

Some critics argue that Lucas's perspective may be overly alarmist or biased
against Russia, potentially oversimplifying complex geopolitical dynamics and
underestimating opportunities for diplomacy.

Additional Resources

The New Cold War Edward Lucas: Unraveling the Modern Geopolitical Struggle

the new cold war edward lucas is a phrase that has gained significant
traction in discussions surrounding contemporary international relations,
particularly in the context of escalating tensions between Western powers and
Russia. Edward Lucas, a renowned British journalist and author, has
extensively explored this topic, providing a nuanced perspective on how the
geopolitical landscape is evolving into a new form of cold war. This article
delves deeply into Lucas's analysis, unpacking the dynamics of this renewed
conflict and its implications for global security, economy, and diplomacy.

Understanding the New Cold War Through Edward
Lucas’s Lens

Edward Lucas’s work on the new cold war emphasizes the resurgence of systemic
rivalry reminiscent of the mid-20th century conflict between the United
States and the Soviet Union. However, unlike the original Cold War, the
modern iteration is characterized by a more complex interplay of cyber
warfare, economic sanctions, disinformation campaigns, and proxy conflicts



rather than traditional military standoffs.

Lucas argues that Russia, under Vladimir Putin’s leadership, has
strategically positioned itself to challenge Western influence, especially
that of NATO and the European Union. The annexation of Crimea in 2014 and
ongoing involvement in Eastern Ukraine are hallmark examples Lucas cites as
clear evidence of Russia’s intent to disrupt the post-Cold War international
order.

The Role of Cybersecurity and Information Warfare

One of the defining features of the new cold war, as elucidated by Edward
Lucas, 1s the prominence of cyber operations and information warfare. Unlike
the original Cold War'’s emphasis on nuclear arms and conventional military
power, today’s conflict is fought in the digital realm.

Cyberattacks targeting critical infrastructure, election interference, and
the spread of fake news have become routine tools used by state and non-state
actors alike. Lucas highlights incidents such as the 2016 US presidential
election interference and the NotPetya cyberattack as illustrative of how
Russia leverages technology to destabilize rivals and sow discord within
democratic societies.

Economic Sanctions and Global Trade Implications

Economic sanctions have emerged as a principal instrument in the West's
response to Russian aggression, a point heavily underscored in Lucas'’s
analyses. These measures, aimed at crippling Russia’s financial and energy
sectors, are designed to exert pressure without resorting to direct military
confrontation.

While sanctions have had a measurable impact on Russia’s economy—contributing
to slowed growth and restricted access to international capital markets—they
have also led to unintended consequences. Lucas notes that Russia has
increasingly sought to pivot toward Asia, strengthening ties with China and
other emerging economies to circumvent Western restrictions. This shift
complicates the geopolitical landscape, signaling a multipolar tension that
extends beyond the traditional East-West divide.

Key Themes in Edward Lucas’s Discourse on the
New Cold War

Resilience of Authoritarianism

Edward Lucas often spotlights the resilience and adaptability of
authoritarian regimes in the face of Western democratic ideals. He contends
that Russia’s leadership leverages nationalist rhetoric and state-controlled
media to maintain internal cohesion and justify aggressive foreign policy
moves. This resilience challenges the assumption that globalization and
liberal democracy would inevitably spread and prevail.



Hybrid Warfare and Proxy Conflicts

Another crucial aspect of the new cold war discussed by Lucas is the use of
hybrid warfare—an amalgamation of conventional military tactics, cyber
operations, and covert actions. The conflict in Ukraine serves as the
gquintessential example, where Russia’s covert support for separatist forces
has prolonged instability without triggering a full-scale war.

Lucas also draws parallels with other regions where proxy conflicts reflect
the broader geopolitical contest, including Syria and parts of Eastern
Europe. These engagements allow Russia and its adversaries to compete
indirectly, minimizing the risk of direct confrontation.

Information Control and Media Manipulation

Information control is central to Edward Lucas’s thesis on modern
geopolitical rivalry. He argues that Russia has perfected sophisticated
propaganda techniques aimed at undermining trust in Western institutions and
democratic processes. State-sponsored media outlets like RT and Sputnik are
instrumental in disseminating narratives that blur the line between truth and
disinformation.

Lucas’s insights suggest that combating this aspect of the new cold war
requires not only technological solutions but also a robust commitment to
media literacy and transparency within democratic societies.

Comparative Perspectives: Then and Now

Analyzing the new cold war through Edward Lucas'’s perspective invites a
comparison with the original Cold War’s features and outcomes. Some parallels
are evident: ideological clashes, spheres of influence, and the use of proxy
wars. Yet, the contemporary conflict diverges significantly in its methods
and global context.

e Geopolitical Actors: The Cold War primarily involved the US and the
Soviet Union, whereas today’s tensions include multiple global players
such as China and regional powers, creating a more intricate web of
alliances and rivalries.

e Technological Environment: Modern cyber capabilities and social media
platforms accelerate the spread of disinformation and enable new forms
of conflict unseen during the 20th century.

e Economic Interdependence: Unlike the relatively isolated economies of
the Cold War era, today’s globalized trade networks complicate sanction
regimes and diplomatic efforts.

Edward Lucas’s analysis underscores that while history may not repeat itself
exactly, understanding past conflicts provides essential insights into
navigating the complexities of the current geopolitical environment.



Challenges and Prospects for Conflict Resolution

The new cold war poses significant challenges for policymakers worldwide.
Edward Lucas advocates for a multifaceted strategy combining deterrence,
diplomatic engagement, and resilience-building within democratic
institutions. He warns that ignoring the hybrid nature of modern conflict
risks underestimating adversaries' capabilities and intentions.

Furthermore, Lucas emphasizes the importance of transatlantic unity in
confronting shared threats. Fragmentation within Western alliances could
embolden authoritarian regimes and undermine collective security efforts.

Addressing the information warfare dimension also requires innovative
approaches, including partnerships between governments, technology companies,
and civil society to protect electoral integrity and foster an informed
public.

The evolving nature of this geopolitical rivalry suggests that adaptive,
coordinated responses will be essential in avoiding escalation and preserving
stability.

Edward Lucas’s scholarship on the new cold war offers a critical framework
for understanding the interplay of power, technology, and ideology in today’s
international arena. His insights illuminate the challenges democracies face
in defending their values amid a complex and ever-shifting global contest,
making his work indispensable for analysts, policymakers, and anyone seeking
to grasp the contours of modern geopolitics.
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updated with a new preface on the Crimean crisis While most of the world was lauding the stability
and economic growth that Vladimir Putin's ex-KGB regime had brought to Russia, Edward Lucas was
ringing alarm bells. First published in 2008 and since revised, The New Cold War remains the most
insightful and informative account of Russia today. It depicts the regime's crushing of independent
institutions and silencing of critics, taking Russia far away from the European mainstream. It
highlights the Kremlin's use of the energy weapon in Europe, the bullying of countries in the former
Soviet empire, such as Estonia, Georgia and Ukraine - and the way that Russian money weakens the
West's will to resist. Now updated with an incisive analysis of Russia's seizure of Crimea and its
destabilisation of Ukraine, The New Cold War unpicks the roots of the Kremlin's ideology and
exposes the West's naive belief that Putin's sinister and authoritarian regime might ever be a friend
or partner.

the new cold war edward lucas: The New Cold War Edward Lucas, 2025-06-25 The first
edition of The New Cold War was published to great critical acclaim. Edward Lucas has established
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NBC Nightly News, CNN, and NPR. Since The New Cold War was first published in February 2008,
Russia has become more authoritarian and corrupt, its institutions are weaker, and reforms have
fizzled. In this revised and updated third edition, Lucas includes a new preface on the Crimean
crisis, including analysis of the dismemberment of Ukraine, and a look at the devastating effects it
may have from bloodshed to economic losses. Lucas reveals the asymmetrical relationship between
Russia and the West, a result of the fact that Russia is prepared to use armed force whenever
necessary, while the West is not. Hard-hitting and powerful, The New Cold War is a sobering look at
Russia's current aggression and what it means for the world. This edition includes 30% updated
material. It is also fully updated to include an incisive analysis of the Crimean crisis, from Russia's
seizure of the region to the dismemberment of Ukraine.

the new cold war edward lucas: The New Cold War Edward Lucas, 2014-07-29 The first
edition of The New Cold War was published to great critical acclaim. Edward Lucas has established
himself as a top expert in the field, appearing on numerous programs, including Lou Dobbs, MSNBC,
NBC Nightly News, CNN, and NPR. Since The New Cold War was first published in February 2008,
Russia has become more authoritarian and corrupt, its institutions are weaker, and reforms have
fizzled. In this revised and updated third edition, Lucas includes a new preface on the Crimean
crisis, including analysis of the dismemberment of Ukraine, and a look at the devastating effects it
may have from bloodshed to economic losses. Lucas reveals the asymmetrical relationship between
Russia and the West, a result of the fact that Russia is prepared to use armed force whenever
necessary, while the West is not. Hard-hitting and powerful, The New Cold War is a sobering look at
Russia's current aggression and what it means for the world. This edition includes 30% updated
material. It is also fully updated to include an incisive analysis of the Crimean crisis, from Russia's
seizure of the region to the dismemberment of Ukraine.

the new cold war edward lucas: The New Cold War Edward Lucas, 2012-04-12 Revised and
updated with a new preface on the Crimean crisis 'An
impressive polemic arguing that the West still underestimates the danger that Putin's Russia poses
... A useful appeal for vigilance' - Sunday Times 'Highly informed, crisply written and alarming ...
Wise up and stick together is the concluding message in Lucas's outstanding book' - Michael
Burleigh, Evening Standard While most of the world was
lauding the stability and economic growth that Vladimir Putin's ex-KGB regime had brought to
Russia, Edward Lucas was ringing alarm bells. First published in 2008 and since revised, The New
Cold War remains the most insightful and informative account of Russia today. It depicts the
regime's crushing of independent institutions and silencing of critics, taking Russia far away from
the European mainstream. It highlights the Kremlin's use of the energy weapon in Europe, the
bullying of countries in the former Soviet empire, such as Estonia, Georgia and Ukraine - and the
way that Russian money weakens the West's will to resist. Now updated with an incisive analysis of
Russia's seizure of Crimea and its destabilisation of Ukraine, The New Cold War unpicks the roots of
the Kremlin's ideology and exposes the West's naive belief that Putin's sinister and authoritarian
regime might ever be a friend or partner.

the new cold war edward lucas: The New Cold War Gilbert Achcar, 2023-02-14 One of the
world's most seasoned international relations experts updates and revises his far-sighted 1999 book
arguing that the Cold War did not, in fact, end with the collapse of the USSR - and that the US,
Russia and China today are locked anew in a spiral of hostilities.

the new cold war edward lucas: The New Cold War and the Remaking of Regions T.V. Paul,
Markus Kornprobst, 2025-07-01 A compelling examination of how secondary states are preserving
their strategic autonomy and are resisting spheres of influence Russia's invasion of Ukraine and the
deteriorating United States-China relationship signify the onset of the New Cold War. Unlike the
original Cold War, this competition is multipolar and multiplex, with secondary powers, small states,
and even nonstate actors pragmatically selecting which of their interests intersect with those of the
great powers. The New Cold War and the Remaking of Regions contends that multiplexity and
multipolarity have important repercussions for the world's regional orders. Contributors to the book




address the New Cold War and regional ordering processes from realist, liberal, and constructivist
perspectives. They demonstrate how variable regional dynamics will lead either to peaceful change
or conflict. This volume is part of a new wave of scholarship that expands the focus of international
relations beyond great powers and recognizes the increasing agency that other states have gained in
the twenty-first-century world order.

the new cold war edward lucas: Cold War II Tatiana Prorokova-Konrad, 2020-11-24
Contributions by Thomas J. Cobb, Donna A. Gessell, Helena Goscilo, Cyndy Hendershot, Christian
Jimenez, David LaRocca, Lori Maguire, Tatiana Prorokova-Konrad, Ian Scott, Vesta Silva, Lucian
Tion, Dan Ward, and Jon Wiebel In recent years, Hollywood cinema has forwarded a growing
number of images of the Cold War and entertained a return to memories of conflicts between the
USSR and the US, Russians and Americans, and communism and capitalism. Cold War II:
Hollywood’s Renewed Obsession with Russia explores the reasons for this sudden reestablished
interest in the Cold War. Essayists examine such films as Guy Ritchie’s The Man from U.N.C.L.E.,
Steven Spielberg’s Bridge of Spies, Ethan Coen and Joel Coen’s Hail, Caesar!, David Leitch’s Atomic
Blonde, Guillermo del Toro’s The Shape of Water, Ryan Coogler’s Black Panther, and Francis
Lawrence’s Red Sparrow, among others, as well as such television shows as Comrade Detective and
The Americans. Contributors to this collection interrogate the revival of the Cold War movie genre
from multiple angles and examine the issues of patriotism, national identity, otherness, gender, and
corruption. They consider cinematic aesthetics and the ethics of these representations. They reveal
how Cold War imagery shapes audiences’ understanding of the period in general and of the
relationship between the US and Russia in particular. The authors complicate traditional definitions
of the Cold War film and invite readers to discover a new phase in the Cold War movie genre: Cold
War II.

the new cold war edward lucas: The Return of History Jennifer Welsh, 2016-09-17 In the
2016 CBC Massey Lectures, former Special Advisor to the UN Secretary-General and international
relations specialist Jennifer Welsh delivers a timely, intelligent, and fascinating analysis of
twenty-first-century geopolitics. In 1989, as the Berlin Wall crumbled and the Cold War dissipated,
the American political commentator Francis Fukuyama wrote a famous essay, entitled “The End of
History,” which argued that the demise of confrontation between Communism and capitalism, and
the expansion of Western liberal democracy, signalled the endpoint of humanity’s sociocultural and
political evolution, and the path toward a more peaceful world. But a quarter of a century after
Fukuyama'’s bold prediction, history has returned: arbitrary executions, attempts to annihilate ethnic
and religious minorities, the starvation of besieged populations, invasion and annexation of territory,
and the mass movement of refugees and displaced persons. It has also witnessed cracks and
cleavages within Western liberal democracies as a result of deepening economic inequality. The
Return of History argues that our own liberal democratic society was not inevitable, but that we
must all, as individual citizens, take a more active role in its preservation and growth.

the new cold war edward lucas: Reclaiming American Catholicism John Gehring,
2025-08-01 A rich portrait of American Catholicism at a crossroads between crisis and opportunity
The most vocal leaders in the U.S. Catholic hierarchy today embrace a culture-war Catholicism.
Reclaiming American Catholicism makes the argument that recalibrating the Church's engagement
with politics and public life is vital for both the Church and the country. Gehring illuminates the
Church that Pope Francis envisioned—bruised, hurting and dirty because it has been out on the
streets—through stories of Catholic advocates working on the border, young Catholics who question
Church teachings but are active in social justice campaigns, LGBTQ+ Catholics within a Church that
does not accept their full humanity, and seminarians who work in the fields with migrants as part of
their religious formation. This book offers a hopeful vision for the Church at a time when the
Catholic social justice tradition is more relevant than ever.

the new cold war edward lucas: The Great Power (mis)Management Alexander Astrov,
2016-03-03 Drawing on the empirical case of the Russian-Georgian war of 2008, the book explores
the theoretical underpinnings of the idea of 'great power management' first articulated within the



English School of International Relations. The contributors to the volume approach this idea from a
variety of theoretical perspectives, ranging from policy-analysis to critical theory, but all of them are
addressing the same question: What does the Russian-Georgian war of 2008 tell us about great
power management as an institution of international society?

the new cold war edward lucas: The Great Power (mis)Management Assoc Prof Alexander
Astrov, 2013-03-28 Drawing on the empirical case of the Russian-Georgian war of 2008, the book
explores the theoretical underpinnings of the idea of 'great power management' first articulated
within the English School of International Relations. The contributors to the volume approach this
idea from a variety of theoretical perspectives, ranging from policy-analysis to critical theory, but all
of them are addressing the same question: What does the Russian-Georgian war of 2008 tell us
about great power management as an institution of international society?

the new cold war edward lucas: The Globalization of World Politics John Baylis, Steve
Smith, Patricia Owens, 2020 The best-selling introduction to international relations offers the most
comprehensive coverage of the key theories and global issues in world politics, written by the
leading experts in the field.

the new cold war edward lucas: Putin's Virtual War William Nester, 2020-02-19 A look at
the Russian leader’s successful use of hard military and economic power and soft psychological
power through information warfare, or “fake news.” Vladimir Putin has tightly ruled Russia since 31
December 1999, and will firmly assert power from the Kremlin for the foreseeable future. Many fear
and loath him for his brutality, for ordering opponents imprisoned on trumped up charges and even
murdered. Yet most Russians adore him for rebuilding the economy, state authority, and national
pride. Putin has mastered the art of power. Depending on what is at stake, that involves the deft
wielding of appropriate or “smart” ingredients of “hard” physical power like armored divisions,
multinational corporations, and assassins, and “soft” psychological power like diplomats,
honey-traps, cyber-trolls, and fake news factories to defeat threats and seize opportunities. Russian
hackers penetrated the Democratic National Committee (DNC) and Hillary Clinton’s campaign
organization, extracted tens of thousands of potentially embarrassing emails, and posted them on
WikiLeaks. As the Kremlin's latest ruler, Putin, like most of his predecessors, is as realistic as he is
ruthless. He knows the limits of Russian hard and soft power while constantly trying to expand them.
He is doing whatever he can to advance Russian national interests as he interprets them. In Putin’s
mind, Russia can rise only as far as the West can fall. And on multiple fronts he is methodically
advancing to those ends. Putin’s Virtual War reveals just how and why he does so, and the dire
consequences for America, Europe, and the world beyond. “The author has set out the dangers that
Putin has brought to the world in a must-read book.” —Firetrench

the new cold war edward lucas: Britain’s Cold War Nicholas Barnett, 2018-07-30 The
cultural history of the Cold War has been characterized as an explosion of fear and paranoia, based
on very little actual intelligence. Both the US and Soviet administrations have since remarked how
far off the mark their predictions of the other's strengths and aims were. Yet so much of the cultural
output of the period - in television, film, and literature - was concerned with the end of the world.
Here, Nicholas Barnett looks at art and design, opinion polls, the Mass Observation movement,
popular fiction and newspapers to show how exactly British people felt about the Soviet Union and
the Cold War. In uncovering new primary source material, Barnett shows exactly how this seeped in
to the art, literature, music and design of the period.

the new cold war edward lucas: Crisis in the Caucasus: Russia, Georgia and the West Paul B.
Rich, 2013-09-13 This collection of essays by a series of academic specialists examines the crisis
stemming from the Russian invasion of Georgia in August 2008 from a range of standpoints. The
chapters probe the geopolitical and strategic dimensions of the crisis as well as the longer term
military and diplomatic implications for Europe and the central Asian region. The collection will be
of major importance to students of Russia and Eastern Europe, military analysts as well as
journalists and politicians concerned with what some observers have termed a new cold war
between Russia and the West. This book was published as a special issue of Small Wars and



Insurgencies.

the new cold war edward lucas: Cyberphobia Edward Lucas, 2015-08-27 Crossing the road,
we look both ways. Riding a bicycle at night, we use lights. So why is our attitude towards online
security so relaxed? Edward Lucas reveals the ways in which cyberspace is not the secure zone we
may hope, how passwords provide no significant obstacle to anyone intent on getting past them, and
how anonymity is easily accessible to anyone - malign or benign - willing to take a little time
covering their tracks. The internet was designed by a small group of computer scientists looking for
a way to share information quickly. In the last twenty years it has expanded rapidly to become a
global information superhighway, available to all comers, but also wide open to those seeking
invisibility. This potential for anonymity means neither privacy nor secrecy are really possible for
law-abiding corporations or citizens. As identities can be faked so easily the very foundations on
which our political, legal and economic systems are based are vulnerable. Businesses, governments,
national security organisations and even ordinary individuals are constantly at risk and with our ever
increasing dependence on the internet and smart-phone technology this threat is unlikely to
diminish - in fact, the target for cyber-criminals is expanding all the time. Not only does
Cyberphobia lay bare the dangers of the internet, it also explores the most successful defensive
cyber-strategies, options for tracking down transgressors and argues that we are moving into a
post-digital age where once again face-to-face communication will be the only interaction that really
matters.

the new cold war edward lucas: Cyber Blackout John A. Adams, Jr., 2015-03-16 With over
140 countries fielding nation-state and rouge malious cyber hacking capabilities, it is critical that we
are aware of threats and vulnerabilities. Adm. Michael Rogers, director of the National Security
Agency warned Congress regarding cyber attacks, “It’s only a matter of the ‘when,’ not the ‘if,” that
we are going to see something dramatic.” Cyber Blackout is a warning. It is a chronicle of the cyber
threats of which we find ourselves at risk every day. Our power supply is vulnerable. Our food
supply. Even the basics of communication. Every facet of our national security is vulnerable to cyber
threats, and we are not prepared to defend them all. Cyber Blackout explains how these threats have
been building since the Cold War, how they affect us now, and how they are changing the concepts
of war and peace as we know them. It is essential knowledge for anyone wishing to understand
safety and security in the age of the fifth domain. www.cyberblackout.net

the new cold war edward lucas: Germany Says "No" Dieter Dettke, 2009-09-25 According to
Dieter Dettke, Germany’s refusal to participate in the Iraq war signaled a resumption of the
country's willingness to assert itself in global affairs, even in the face of contradictory U.S. desires.
Germany Says No reviews the country’s actions in major international crises from the first Gulf War
to the war with Iraq, concluding—in contrast to many models of contemporary German foreign
policy—that the country's civilian power paradigm has been succeeded by a defensive structural
realist approach. Dettke traces the implications of this change for Germany’s participation in
multilateral institutions as well as bilateral relations with the U.S., France, Russia, China, and India.

the new cold war edward lucas: The Conflict in Ukraine Serhy Yekelchyk, 2015 When guns
began firing again in Europe, why was it Ukraine that became the battlefield? Conventional wisdom
dictates that Ukraine's current crisis can be traced to the linguistic differences and divided political
loyalties that have long fractured the country. However this theory only obscures the true
significance of Ukraine's recent civic revolution and the conflict's crucial international dimension.
The 2013-14 Ukrainian revolution presented authoritarian powers in Russia with both a democratic
and a geopolitical challenge. President Vladimir Putin reacted aggressively by annexing the Crimea
and sponsoring the war in eastern Ukraine; and Russia's actions subsequently prompted Western
sanctions and growing international tensions reminiscent of the Cold War. Though the media
portrays the situation as an ethnic conflict, an internal Ukrainian affair, it is in reality reflective of a
global discord, stemming from differing views on state power, civil society, and democracy. The
Conflict in Ukraine: What Everyone Needs to Know explores Ukraine's contemporary conflict and
complicated history of ethnic identity, and it does do so by weaving questions of the country's



fraught relations with its former imperial master, Russia, throughout the narrative. In denying
Ukraine's existence as a separate nation, Putin has adopted a stance similar to that of the last
Russian tsars, who banned the Ukrainian language in print and on stage. Ukraine emerged as a
nation-state as a result of the imperial collapse in 1917, but it was subsequently absorbed into the
USSR. When the former Soviet republics became independent states in 1991, the Ukrainian
authorities sought to assert their country's national distinctiveness, but they failed to reform the
economy or eradicate corruption. As Serhy Yekelchyk explains, for the last 150 years recognition of
Ukraine as a separate nation has been a litmus test of Russian democracy, and the Russian threat to
Ukraine will remain in place for as long as the Putinist regime is in power. In this concise and
penetrating book, Yekelchyk describes the current crisis in Ukraine, the country's ethnic
composition, and the Ukrainian national identity. He takes readers through the history of Ukraine's
emergence as a sovereign nation, the after-effects of communism, the Orange Revolution, the
EuroMaidan, the annexation of the Crimean Peninsula, the war in the Donbas, and the West's
attempts at peace making. The Conflict in Ukraine is essential reading for anyone who wants to
understand the forces that have shaped contemporary politics in this increasingly important part of
Europe. What Everyone Needs to Know(R) is a registered trademark of Oxford University Press.

the new cold war edward lucas: Empires at War Francis Pike, 2011-02-28 Asia - with four
billion people, almost two-thirds of the world's population, a huge landmass and the fastest-growing
economies - has in the past decade transformed the geopolitical global balance. Empires at War
gives a dramatic narrative account of how this 'Modern Asia' came into being. Taking the bombing of
Hiroshima on 6th August 1945 as its starting point, Francis Pike chronicles the modern fortunes of
fourteen Asian countries. The iconic figures of post-World War II Asia - Mao, Gandhi, Nehru, Ho Chi
Minh, Kim Il Sung, General MacArthur and Lord Mountbatten - figure prominently but so also do a
great many lesser-known but pivotal figures. Francis Pike weaves the dramatic events and episodes
of the region - the great battles between American and Soviet-backed forces in Korea and Vietnam
but also episodes such as Indian 'Partition’, Japan's 'Lost Decade’, Indonesia's 'Year of Living
Dangerously' and Cambodia's 'Killing Fields' - into a coherent whole, which forms the essential guide
to the history of modern Asia.
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