social and historical context of mice and men

The Social and Historical Context of *Of Mice and Men*

social and historical context of mice and men plays a crucial role in understanding the depth
and nuances of John Steinbeck’s classic novella *Of Mice and Men*. Set during the Great Depression,
this literary masterpiece not only tells a poignant story of friendship and dreams but also paints a
vivid picture of the struggles faced by many Americans during one of the most challenging periods in
the country’s history. To truly appreciate the layers within the narrative, it's essential to explore the
social dynamics, economic hardships, and cultural attitudes that influenced the characters and
themes Steinbeck portrayed.

The Great Depression and Its Impact

The backdrop of the Great Depression is perhaps the most significant historical context for *Of Mice
and Men*. The 1930s were marked by widespread unemployment, poverty, and uncertainty. After the
1929 stock market crash, millions of Americans lost their jobs, homes, and savings. This economic
catastrophe shaped the lives of itinerant workers, who traveled from place to place seeking any
available work, often seasonal or temporary labor.

Life of Itinerant Workers

Steinbeck’s protagonists, George and Lennie, are archetypal itinerant workers—men without
permanent homes or steady employment. The social reality for such workers during the Depression
was grim:

- They faced constant instability, moving frequently to follow harvests or construction jobs.
- They often lived in makeshift camps or crowded boarding houses.
- Their wages were low, and competition for jobs was fierce, leading to a sense of desperation.

This transient lifestyle is central to the novella’s themes of loneliness and the elusive American
Dream. The dream of owning land and achieving independence was a beacon of hope for many, yet it
remained frustratingly out of reach for most.

Social Hierarchy and Marginalization

Another key aspect of the social and historical context of *Of Mice and Men* is the rigid social
hierarchy that permeated rural America. Steinbeck highlights how various characters experience
exclusion and discrimination based on race, gender, disability, and social class.



Racism and Segregation

One striking example is Crooks, the African American stable hand who is segregated from the other
workers. His isolation reflects the pervasive racism of the era, especially in rural areas where
segregation was enforced both officially and socially. Crooks’ character illustrates the loneliness and
marginalization faced by black Americans, even within marginalized groups.

Gender Roles and Expectations

Similarly, Curley’s wife embodies the limited opportunities and social restrictions placed on women.
During the 1930s, women’s roles were largely confined to domestic spheres, and working women
were often stigmatized. Curley’s wife’s loneliness and frustration stem from her lack of agency and
the inability to pursue her own dreams, highlighting the gender inequalities of the time.

Disability and Social Exclusion

Lennie’s intellectual disability also sheds light on societal attitudes toward people with disabilities.
During this period, there was little understanding or support for those with mental impairments, often
leading to their isolation or mistreatment. Steinbeck uses Lennie’s character to evoke empathy and
critique the harsh judgment society imposed on those who did not fit the norm.

The American Dream in Context

The idea of the American Dream—owning property, achieving financial stability, and living freely—was
a powerful motivator for many during the Depression. Yet, *Of Mice and Men* reveals the fragility and
often the unattainability of this dream.

Hope Amid Hardship

George and Lennie’s shared dream of buying a piece of land symbolizes a universal yearning for
security and belonging. Their vision represents hope in a time when hope was scarce. The dream is
not just about land ownership but about control over one’s destiny and breaking free from the cycle of
poverty.

Reality vs. Idealism

Steinbeck doesn’t romanticize the American Dream; instead, he exposes the harsh realities that
prevent most characters from realizing it. Economic forces, social barriers, and personal limitations all
conspire to keep the dream just out of reach, reflecting the disillusionment many felt during the
1930s.



Steinbeck’s Personal Experience and Literary
Influences

Understanding Steinbeck’s own background enriches the social and historical context of *Of Mice and
Men*. Born and raised in California, Steinbeck witnessed firsthand the struggles of migrant workers
and the impact of the Dust Bowl migration.

Connection to California’s Migrant Workers

Many characters in the novella are inspired by real people Steinbeck encountered in the Salinas
Valley and other agricultural regions. His empathetic portrayal of their lives was groundbreaking at
the time and helped bring awareness to the plight of these often overlooked communities.

Naturalism and Social Realism

Steinbeck’s writing is influenced by literary movements like naturalism and social realism, which
emphasize the role of environment and social conditions in shaping individuals’ lives. This approach
helps readers understand that the characters’ struggles are not just personal failings but are deeply
rooted in broader societal issues.

Why the Social and Historical Context Still Matters
Today

Even decades after its publication, the social and historical context of *Of Mice and Men* continues to
resonate. The themes of economic hardship, social exclusion, and the pursuit of dreams have
universal relevance.

Lessons on Empathy and Social Justice

By examining the context, readers gain insight into the systemic problems that affect marginalized
groups. The novella encourages empathy for people who are often invisible in society and prompts
reflection on ongoing issues such as poverty, discrimination, and mental health.

Relevance to Modern Economic and Social Issues

The instability and uncertainty faced by George and Lennie echo challenges seen in today’s gig
economy and among displaced workers. Understanding the historical context helps make connections
between past and present struggles, deepening our appreciation for Steinbeck’s work and its
enduring message.



Exploring the social and historical context of *Of Mice and Men* opens doors to a richer understanding
of the novella’s characters, themes, and messages. It reveals how Steinbeck’s story is not just about
two men, but about the human condition shaped by forces far beyond their control—a narrative as
powerful today as it was nearly a century ago.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical context of John Steinbeck's 'Of Mice and
Men'?
'‘Of Mice and Men' is set during the Great Depression in the 1930s, a period of severe economic

hardship in the United States. The novel reflects the struggles of itinerant workers and the widespread
poverty and unemployment of that era.

How does the social context of the Great Depression influence
the characters in 'Of Mice and Men'?

The social context of the Great Depression influences the characters by shaping their experiences of
loneliness, insecurity, and the pursuit of the American Dream. Many characters are itinerant workers
who face economic instability and social isolation.

Why are themes of loneliness and isolation significant in the
social context of the novel?

During the Great Depression, many people were displaced and forced to move frequently for work,
leading to social isolation. The novel highlights these themes to show the emotional and psychological
impact of the era on individuals.

How does Steinbeck portray the American Dream in the
context of the 1930s?

Steinbeck portrays the American Dream as elusive and often unattainable during the 1930s.
Characters like George and Lennie dream of owning land and being independent, but economic and
social barriers make this dream difficult to realize.

What social issues of the 1930s are reflected in 'Of Mice and
Men'?

The novel reflects social issues such as poverty, discrimination (including racism and sexism),
disability, and the lack of workers' rights, all of which were prevalent during the 1930s.

How does the historical context explain the treatment of



Crooks in the novel?

Crooks, an African American stable hand, faces racial segregation and discrimination, which reflects
the systemic racism and segregation laws present in America during the 1930s.

In what ways does the novel address the status of women
during the Great Depression?

The novel portrays women, like Curley's wife, as marginalized and limited by societal roles during the
Great Depression. Women often had few opportunities and were frequently subject to sexism and
isolation.

How does the itinerant lifestyle of the characters relate to the
historical context?

Many characters are itinerant workers who travel from place to place seeking employment, which was
common during the Great Depression due to widespread job scarcity and economic instability.

Why is the friendship between George and Lennie important
in the social context of the novel?

Their friendship highlights the human need for connection in an era marked by loneliness and distrust.
It contrasts with the isolation many characters experience and suggests hope and solidarity amid
hardship.

Additional Resources

**Exploring the Social and Historical Context of *Of Mice and Men***

Social and historical context of mice and men plays a crucial role in understanding the depth
and significance of John Steinbeck’s seminal novella *Of Mice and Men*. Published in 1937, the
narrative unfolds against the backdrop of the Great Depression, a pivotal era in American history
marked by economic turmoil, widespread unemployment, and social upheaval. Steinbeck’s work is
not merely a tale of two displaced ranch workers but a profound exploration of human fragility,
dreams, and companionship shaped by the harsh realities of its time.

The Great Depression and Its Influence on Steinbeck’s
Narrative

At the heart of *Of Mice and Men* lies the socio-economic devastation wrought by the Great
Depression, which began with the stock market crash of 1929 and persisted throughout the 1930s.
This period saw unemployment rates soar to nearly 25%, leaving millions of Americans destitute and
homeless. Steinbeck, who himself traveled through California’s agricultural regions witnessing the
plight of migrant workers, channels these observations into the novel’s setting and characters.



The itinerant lifestyle of George Milton and Lennie Small exemplifies the rootlessness forced upon
countless Americans during this era. Their dream of owning a piece of land and achieving stability
reflects the collective yearning for security and control amidst widespread uncertainty. The social and
historical context of mice and men encapsulates this tension between hope and despair, a theme that
resonates through the narrative’s portrayal of loneliness and isolation.

Migrant Workers and the American Dream

In *Of Mice and Men*, Steinbeck delves into the lives of migrant laborers who traveled from place to
place seeking seasonal work, often under brutal conditions. The novella’s characters embody the
struggles faced by these workers, highlighting themes of economic inequality and
disenfranchisement. This migratory existence was not only physically demanding but also socially
alienating, as transient workers rarely formed lasting communities.

The elusive American Dream is a central motif shaped by this socio-economic context. George and
Lennie’s aspiration to own land represents a widespread hope for upward mobility and self-
sufficiency. However, Steinbeck’s portrayal is deliberately ambivalent—while the dream fuels their
endurance, it remains tantalizingly out of reach, underscoring the systemic barriers imposed by
economic hardship.

The Role of Social Marginalization and Discrimination

Steinbeck’s novella is deeply embedded in the social hierarchies and prejudices of 1930s America.
The social and historical context of mice and men reveals layers of discrimination based on race,
gender, and disability, which compound the characters’ struggles.

Racial Inequality and Crooks’ Character

Crooks, the African American stable hand, stands as a poignant symbol of racial marginalization
during the era. Segregation and Jim Crow laws institutionalized discrimination, severely limiting
opportunities for black Americans. Crooks’ isolation in the novel—both physically and
socially—reflects the broader systemic exclusion faced by African Americans in the rural workforce.

His bitterness and guarded demeanor are products of enduring racism, but Steinbeck also uses
Crooks to critique societal injustices. The novel subtly exposes how racial divisions weaken solidarity
among the marginalized, complicating efforts to achieve collective progress.

Gender Roles and Curley’s Wife

Women'’s roles during the Depression were often constrained by traditional expectations, and *Of
Mice and Men* encapsulates this through Curley’s wife, the novella’s sole significant female
character. She is portrayed as lonely and frustrated, trapped in a patriarchal environment that limits
her identity to that of a possession or an object of suspicion.



Her characterization reflects the social realities of many women at the time, who faced limited
economic independence and were often relegated to domestic spheres. The social and historical
context of mice and men thus brings to light the intersectional challenges confronting marginalized
groups beyond just economic hardship.

Psychological Impact of Economic Hardship

Economic depression had profound psychological effects on individuals, a theme that Steinbeck subtly
incorporates into his characters’ behaviors and interactions. The constant instability fosters a sense of
vulnerability and mistrust, which permeates the narrative.

Lennie’s mental disability and the protection George offers highlight themes of dependency and care
amid a brutal world. The novella examines how societal neglect and economic strain exacerbate
personal vulnerabilities, making survival not just a physical challenge but an emotional and
psychological ordeal.

Loneliness and Companionship

Loneliness emerges as a pervasive condition in *Of Mice and Men*, exacerbated by the transient
lifestyle forced upon workers by economic necessity. Steinbeck’s exploration of companionship
through George and Lennie’s relationship presents a counterpoint to the isolation surrounding them.
Their bond is rare and precious, underscoring the human need for connection in a fractured society.

The social and historical context of mice and men thus informs these emotional dynamics, revealing
how economic and social conditions shape human relationships.

Steinbeck’s Realism and Social Critique

Steinbeck’s approach to storytelling is grounded in realism, a style that aims to depict life truthfully
without romanticizing or idealizing. The social and historical context of mice and men is vital to this
realism, as it provides the factual framework within which the narrative unfolds.

Steinbeck’s firsthand experiences with migrant workers and his acute social awareness enabled him
to craft a narrative that exposes the harshness of life during the Depression while eliciting empathy
for its characters. The novella’s enduring relevance lies in its ability to humanize those often
overlooked in historical accounts—Ilaborers, the disabled, minorities, and women.

Comparisons with Contemporary Literature

*Of Mice and Men* aligns with other Depression-era literature such as John Dos Passos’ *U.S.A.
Trilogy* and Richard Wright's *Native Son*, which similarly engage with themes of poverty, racial
injustice, and the American Dream’s fragility. However, Steinbeck’s focus on personal relationships
and intimate struggles adds a distinctive emotional depth.



Unlike some contemporaries who emphasized systemic critiques, Steinbeck balances social
commentary with a narrative that highlights individual agency and tragedy, underscoring the
complexity of human experience during this tumultuous period.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

The social and historical context of mice and men remains essential for modern readers seeking to
grasp the novella’s layers of meaning. Its depiction of economic despair, social marginalization, and
the quest for dignity continues to resonate amid ongoing discussions about inequality and social
justice.

Educators and literary critics frequently emphasize how Steinbeck’s work serves as both a historical
document and a timeless exploration of universal themes. Understanding the social and historical
context enriches interpretations and fosters a deeper appreciation of the novella’s nuanced portrayal
of humanity under strain.

John Steinbeck’s *Of Mice and Men* thus stands as a testament to the power of literature to reflect
and critique the social realities that shape human destinies. Its vivid portrayal of the Great
Depression’s impact on ordinary lives invites ongoing reflection on the social forces that continue to
influence society today.

Social And Historical Context Of Mice And Men

Find other PDF articles:

https://old.rga.ca/archive-th-081/Book?dataid=rql47-6593&title=the-arabs-a-history-eugene-rogan.p
df

social and historical context of mice and men: Philip Allan Literature Guide for GCSE:
Of Mice and Men Steve Eddy, 2010-03-26 Philip Allan Literature Guides (for GCSE) provide
exam-focused analysis of popular set texts to give students the very best chance of achieving the
highest grades possible. This full colour text provides - a thorough commentary, outlining the plot
and structure and exploring the themes, style, characters and context of the text; exemplar A*- and
C-grade answers to exam-style questions; the assessment objectives for each exam board,
highlighting the specific skills that students need to develop; 'Grade booster' boxes with tips on how
to move between grades; and Key quotations to memorise and use in the exams

social and historical context of mice and men: Of Mice and Men John Steinbeck,
2022-08-16 John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men is a poignant novella that delves into the complexities
of friendship and the American Dream during the Great Depression. Through the intertwined lives of
George and Lennie, Steinbeck masterfully employs simple yet evocative language that captures the
harsh realities faced by itinerant workers, juxtaposed with moments of humor and tenderness. The
narrative structure weaves together themes of isolation, ambition, and societal disenfranchisement,
set against the stark backdrop of California's Salinas Valley, creating a rich literary tapestry that
reflects the zeitgeist of the 1930s. Steinbeck, born in 1902 in Salinas, California, was deeply
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influenced by the socio-economic conditions and struggles of the working class in his hometown. His
own experiences as a laborer and his observations of farm workers' hardships informed his portrayal
of George and Lennie. Steinbeck's empathy for the disenfranchised is evident throughout his oeuvre,
and this novella is no exception, standing as a testament to his commitment to social realism and
human compassion. Of Mice and Men is not only a classic of American literature but also a profound
exploration of existential themes that resonate with contemporary readers. Its exploration of
friendship in the face of adversity and the quest for identity make it a must-read for anyone seeking
a deeper understanding of human relationships and societal challenges.

social and historical context of mice and men: The Essential Criticism of John
Steinbeck's of Mice and Men Michael J. Meyer, 2009-04-23 First published in 1937, Of Mice and
Men has been a staple of American literature ever since. Divided by decade, The Essential Criticism
of John Steinbeck's Of Mice and Men provides an overview of criticism over the 70 years the book
has been in print. Michael J. Meyer has assembled significant articles and book excerpts from critics
and reviewers, citing the early book reviews and highlighting some of the most significant essays.

social and historical context of mice and men: Bloom's How to Write about John
Steinbeck Catherine J. Kordich, 2009 Bloom's How to Write about John Steinbeck offers valuable
paper-topic suggestions, clearly outlined strategies on how to write a strong essay, and an insightful
introduction by Harold Bloom on writing about Steinbeck.

social and historical context of mice and men: Of Mice and Men Linda Clark, 2005 New
contributions to the most important critical debates of the period. The themes of 'image' and
'representation' play a major part in the essays collected in this volume; subjects explored include
the religious sympathies of townsfolk and gentry and their physical manifestations, the cultural
setting for the activities of leading families of the period and the interaction of Crown and
community of the realm. As the fruit of original archival research on the later Middle Ages, overall
the contributions offer the most up-to-date scholarship on the period, and a snapshot of the most
crucial issues in current research. Contributors: CLIVE BURGESS, PAUL CAVILL, JON DENTON,
THOMAS S. FREEMAN, ALASDAIR HAWKYARD, STEPHEN MILESON, JENNI NUTTALL, COLIN
RICHMOND, ANNE F. SUTTON

social and historical context of mice and men: AS English Literature for AQA B Tony Childs,
Jackie Moore, 2003 Covering the set texts in the AQA B specification, this title helps students make a
smooth transition from GCSE to AS, then up to A2. It focuses on the AQA B Assessment Objectives at
AS, and includes exam and coursework tips throughout that show students how to get the best
grades.

social and historical context of mice and men: A Life in Letters: Tales of Triumph and
Tragedy Pasquale De Marco, 2025-08-08 In the annals of American literature, few names resonate
with such power and poignancy as John Steinbeck. His works, like brushstrokes of genius, have
painted vivid tapestries of the human experience, capturing the essence of the American spirit and
the enduring struggles of the human condition. This captivating book invites readers on a literary
odyssey through Steinbeck's life and writings, exploring the depths of his creativity, his enduring
legacy, and the timeless appeal of his stories. Journey with us as we delve into the formative years
that shaped Steinbeck's worldview, the influences that ignited his passion for writing, and the
experiences that served as fodder for his powerful narratives. Through his letters, speeches, and
interviews, we gain an intimate glimpse into the mind of a master storyteller, his creative process,
and his unwavering commitment to his craft. Steinbeck's body of work is a testament to his
versatility and his ability to capture the human condition in all its complexity. His characters are not
mere names on a page; they are living, breathing individuals, flawed and resilient, who struggle with
the same hopes, dreams, and fears that we all do. We journey alongside them through their trials
and tribulations, their moments of joy and despair, their triumphs and defeats. Steinbeck's gift lies in
his ability to make us feel deeply for his characters, to empathize with their struggles, and to see
ourselves reflected in their stories. Beyond his literary achievements, Steinbeck was a passionate
advocate for social justice, a voice for the voiceless and the marginalized. His writings often



explored the plight of the working class, the hardships faced by migrant workers, and the
devastating consequences of economic inequality. He used his platform to raise awareness about
these issues and to challenge the status quo. Steinbeck believed in the power of literature to effect
change, to open hearts and minds, and to inspire readers to action. In this book, we not only
celebrate Steinbeck's literary genius but also delve into the personal side of the man behind the
words. We explore his relationships with family and friends, his struggles with depression and
alcoholism, and his unwavering belief in the human spirit. Through his letters, we witness his
thoughts and emotions, his hopes and fears, his moments of doubt and his unwavering
determination. Steinbeck's life and work are a testament to the resilience of the human spirit, the
power of storytelling, and the enduring legacy of a writer who touched the lives of countless readers
around the world. This book is an essential companion for anyone who cherishes Steinbeck's works
or seeks a deeper understanding of American literature. Through its pages, readers will gain a
newfound appreciation for Steinbeck's artistry, his unwavering commitment to social justice, and his
enduring impact on the literary landscape. If you like this book, write a review!

social and historical context of mice and men: The English Teacher's Handbook Helena
Ceranic, 2009-06-10 Offers practical advice on key areas of the English curriculum, such as planning
and teaching outstanding English lessons, developing effective assessment practices and preparing a
toolkit for teaching speaking and listening.

social and historical context of mice and men: Critical Encounters in Secondary English
Deborah Appleman, 2015-04-28 Because of the emphasis placed on nonfiction and informational
texts by the Common Core State Standards, literature teachers all over the country are re-evaluating
their curriculum and looking for thoughtful ways to incorporate nonfiction into their courses. They
are also rethinking their pedagogy as they consider ways to approach texts that are outside the
usual fare of secondary literature classrooms. The Third Edition of Critical Encounters in Secondary
English provides an integrated approach to incorporating nonfiction and informational texts into the
literature classroom. Grounded in solid theory with new field-tested classroom activities, this new
edition shows teachers how to adapt practices that have always defined good pedagogy to the new
generation of standards for literature instruction. New for the Third Edition: A new preface and new
introduction that discusses the CCSS and their implications for literature instruction. Lists of
nonfiction texts at the end of each chapter related to the critical lens described in that chapter. A
new chapter on new historicism, a critical lens uniquely suited to interpreting nonfiction and
informational sources. New classroom activities created and field-tested specifically for use with
nonfiction texts. Additional activities that demonstrate how informational texts can be used in
conjunction with traditional literary texts. “What a smart and useful book!” —Mike Rose, University
of California, Los Angeles “[This book] has enriched my understanding both of teaching literature
and of how I read. I know of no other book quite like it.” —Michael W. Smith, Temple University,
College of Education “I have recommended Critical Encounters to every group of preservice and
practicing teachers that I have taught or worked with and I will continue to do so.” —Ernest Morrell,
director of the Institute for Urban and Minority Education (IUME), Teachers College, Columbia
University

social and historical context of mice and men: Creatively Teach the Common Core Literacy
Standards With Technology Catlin R. Tucker, 2015-05-27 Let technology pave the way to Common
Core success. Your transition to the Common Core just got easier! When you start getting creative
with technology, you'll turn your classroom into a student-centered learning environment that
fosters collaboration, individualizes instruction, and cultivates essential technological literacy. This
book is your road map to student success—while meeting the Common Core ELA and literacy
standards. Features include: Specific recommendations for free apps and tech tools that support the
Common Core Step-by-step guidelines to breaking down a Common Core standard for your grade
and subject Teacher-tested, lesson ideas and teaching strategies Replicable resources, including
prewriting activities and writing templates Real-life examples You don’t need to be in a 1:1 school to
do amazing things with technology. With just a few devices, you can engage a whole class! Delve



into the Common Core ELA standards by having students experiment creatively with the tech tools
at hand for a more meaningful and resonant learning experience. The book contains a tremendous
collection of actionable ideas that can be seamlessly implemented to make a difference in all aspects
of the classroom. A must-own guide that will surely be a teacher’s go-to resource to help bring the
standards to life. Adam Bellow, Founder of eduTecher / eduClipper Plainview, New York Catlin
Tucker provides great ideas for student use of technology tools that cross the curriculum areas and
allow the students to showcase their mastery of content. Students will love how the traditional
classroom assessments are transformed! Kathy Schrock, Educational Technologist, Adjunct
Instructor Wilkes University, PA

social and historical context of mice and men: Citizen Steinbeck Robert McParland,
2016-09-29 John Steinbeck is one of the most popular and important writers in American literature.
Novels such as The Grapes of Wrath, Of Mice and Men,and East of Eden and the journal Travels with
Charley convey the core of Steinbeck’s work—fiction that is reflective and compassionate. The Nobel
prize winner cared deeply about people, and his writing captured the spirit, determination, and
willingness of individuals to fight for their rights and the rights of others. His art of caring is critical
for today’s readers and as a touchstone for our collective future. In Citizen Steinbeck: Giving Voice
to the People, Robert McParland explains how the author’s work helps readers engage in moral
reflection and develop empathy. McParland also looks at the ways educators around the world have
used Steinbeck’s writings—both fiction and nonfiction—to impart ideals of compassion and social
justice. These ideals are weaved into all of Steinbeck’s work, including his journalism and theatrical
productions. Drawing on these texts—as well as interviews with secondary-level teachers—this book
shows how Steinbeck’s work prompts readers to think critically and contextually about our values.
Demonstrating the power a single author can have on generations of individuals around the world,
Citizen Steinbeck enables readers to make sense of both the past and the present through the prism
of this literary icon’s inspirational work.

social and historical context of mice and men: Of Mice and Men Nandita Batra, Vartan P.
Messier, 2020-07-13 Of Mice and Men: Animals in Human Culture is a book-length collection of
essays that examines human views of non-human animals. The essays are written by scholars from
Australia, East Asia, Europe and the Americas, who represent a wide range of disciplines in the
Humanities and Social Sciences. Addressing topics such as animal rights, ecology,
anthropocentrism, feminism, animal domestication, dietary restrictions, and cultural imperialism,
the book considers local and global issues as well as ancient and contemporary discourses, and it
will appeal to readers with both general and specialized interests in the role played by animals in
human cultures.

social and historical context of mice and men: Friendship in John Steinbeck's "Of Mice and
Men" Simon Essig, 2021-06-21 Seminar paper from the year 2010 in the subject English Language
and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 1,0, University of Tubingen (Amerikanstik), course:
Introduction to Literary Studies, language: English, abstract: The purpose of this essay is to reflect
the different dimensions of friendship and discuss from what perspectives the relationship of the two
migrant farm workers can be perceived. It juxtaposes different approaches by critics in order to gain
a wider understanding of the relevance of friendship in “Of Mice and Men”. This essay’s aim is not to
deal with the subject thoroughly; however it emphasizes some important levels of friendship as they
are focused in Steinbeck’s work.

social and historical context of mice and men: The Realities of Witchcraft and Popular
Magic in Early Modern Europe E. Bever, 2008-06-11 Exploring the elements of reality in early
modern witchcraft and popular magic, through a combination of detailed archival research and
broad-ranging interdisciplinary analyses, this book complements and challenges existing
scholarship, and offers unique insights into this murky aspect of early modern history.

social and historical context of mice and men: Succeeding as an English Teacher Abigail
Mann, Lyndsay Bawden, Fe Brewer, Davina Canham, Mary Hind-Portley, Ruth Holder, Kaley
Macis-Riley, Laura May Rowlands, Andy Sammons, Zara Shah, Laura Tsabet, Holly Wimbush,



2021-10-28 'Clever, comprehensive and current... a book I'll be returning to again and again.' Stuart
Pryke 'Every English teacher will get huge value from this timely book.' Alex Quigley The ultimate
guide to teaching English in a secondary school, this book supports you on your journey from trainee
to head of department - and everything in-between. Succeeding as an English Teacher provides
practical guidance in an accessible format to help you teach English at Key Stages 3, 4 and 5. It
covers key topics, including: - planning a knowledge-rich and diverse curriculum and schemes of
learning - delivering engaging and effective lessons - advancing your subject knowledge - supporting
students with revision - applying the science of learning in your English classroom. This book is
perfect for any newly qualified or experienced teacher looking to develop their practice and progress
in their career. Featuring the varied perspectives of 12 English teachers, this unique compilation
offers invaluable advice and top tips for making every English lesson count, as well as real-life
examples, opportunities for reflection and a foreword by Jill Berry. The Succeeding As... series offers
practical, no-nonsense guidance to help you excel in a specific role in a secondary school. Including
everything you need to be successful in your teaching career, the books are ideal for those just
starting out as well as more experienced practitioners looking to develop their skill sets.

social and historical context of mice and men: Of Mice and Men Charlotte Cook Hadella,
1995 At the core of the story Steinbeck wrote as a play-novella are the well-known characters of
Lenny and George, migrant workers, lifelong companions, the one hugely strong and mentally
deficient, the other small, wiry, and quick-minded. Hadella offers a complete analysis of these
characters and their relationship, bringing to bear both Jungian and biblical mythology and
comparing them with figures in other Steinbeck works.

social and historical context of mice and men: Women'’s Lives, Men’s Laws Catharine A.
MacKinnon, 2007-04-30 "Women's Lives, Men's Laws' collects papers by MacKinnon from 1980 to
the present, in which she discusses the deep gender bias of American law and the changes to
legislation on sexual harassment, rape and battering, to which she has contributed.

social and historical context of mice and men: Of Mice and Men: Teacher's Deluxe Edition
John Steinbeck, 2013-01-03 Penguin Classics presents John Steinbeck’s classic tale as an eBook
enhanced with ten exclusive video clips featuring students responses, questions for classroom
discussions, and an American Dream assignment Nobel Prize-winner John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and
Men remains one of America's most widely read and taught novels. An unlikely pair, George and
Lennie, two migrant workers in California during the Great Depression, grasp for their American
Dream. Laborers in California's dusty vegetable fields, they hustle work when they can, living a
hand-to-mouth existence. For George and Lennie have a plan: to own an acre of land and a shack
they can call their own. When they land jobs on a ranch in the Salinas Valley, the fulfillment of their
dream seems to be within their grasp. But even George cannot guard Lennie from the provocations,
nor predict the consequences of Lennie's unswerving obedience to the things George taught him. Of
Mice and Men: Teacher’s Edition includes the following: ¢ An introduction and suggested further
reading by Susan Shillinglaw, a professor of English at San Jose State University and
Scholar-in-Residence at the National Steinbeck Center in Salinas ¢ The poem “To a Mouse, On
Turning Her Up in Her Nest with the Plough, November 1785” by Robert Burns (the original source
of Steinbeck’s title Of Mice and Men) * The 1962 Nobel Banquet Speech by John Steinbeck ¢ An
exclusive audio interview with award-winning actor James Earl Jones on his stage performances in
Of Mice and Men ¢ Ten exclusive videos of students on major themes from the novel tied to group
discussion questions included in the eBook, and an American Dream assignment, for the ultimate
educational experience

social and historical context of mice and men: Online Learning Communities and Teacher
Professional Development: Methods for Improved Education Delivery Lindberg, J. Ola, Olofsson,
Anders D., 2009-08-31 This book features innovative applications for the integration of technology
into everyday teaching practices--Provided by publisher.

social and historical context of mice and men: The Moral Philosophy of John Steinbeck
Stephen K. George, 2005-03-23 More than any other author of the Modern period of American




literature, John Steinbeck evidenced a serious interest and background in moral philosophy. His
personal reading collection included works ranging from Kant and Spinoza to Taoism and the Bible.
Critics also consistently identify Steinbeck as an author whose work promotes serious moral
reflection and whose characters undergo profound moral growth. Yet to date there has been no
sustained examination of either John Steinbeck's personal moral philosophy or the ethical features
and content of his major works. This critical neglect is remedied by a collection of highly readable
essays exploring the philosophy and work of one of America's few Nobel Prize winning authors.
These thirteen essays, written by experts both within philosophy and Steinbeck studies, examine
almost all of Steinbeck's major works. Included in the compilation are five general essays examining
Steinbeck's own moral philosophy and eight specific essays analyzing the ethics of various major
works.
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